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THE PROCEEDINGS OF 



THE GREAT BARDIC INSTITUTION, 

!■; I) I l K D li Y 

PROFESSOR CONNELLAN, 

QUEEN'S COLLEGE, CORK. 




PRINTED rOK TUB BOCIBTT, 

Bt JOHN O'DALY, 9. ANGLE8EY-8TEEET. 



PHUTTED BY OOODWW, flOX AWD VETHERCOTT, 79, MARLBOROUOII-8T., DUBUIT. 



f |t ©ssimtit Sdritfj, 

FoincDED OD 9t. Patrick's Day, 1803, for tho Ftteeiiadoo and Publication of 
Hsnuscriplit in tLe IriaL Lant^age, Uliuitrative of ths Fenian p«riud uf Iriab 
Hialorj, &.e,, witb Liuial Translations and Nolea. 

OFFICERS ELECTED ON THE 17th MA.RCH, l86»-60. 

^nsilitiit : 

William S. O'SbIEB, Ebq., HLRLA., Cahinaoyle, Ntiixatlk ITeif, Co. lAmaick. 

Sirc-|!rrsiiitBtB : 

Rev. Uugk J. Bot'HEB, Profeaaoi of Irish, Su ' 

Rkv. Euheby D. Ci-kavkr, U.A., 8. Samalnt' 

PKoriuwon Co!iiiEiJ.AH, Qiitea't CaUrgt, Cork. 

Ybkt Rkv. Jumi Forkbst, D.D , Sector qf St Joknt CoUege. Sybtg. 

Jomt O'DoNOVAB, LL.D., H.R.I.A., DMm. 

Btahdish Haves O'GbadI, Esq., A.B,, Ervugk Haute, CailienmeU. 

Geobgk Sigerson, Esq., M.D., Ho^hill, Strnbnnr. 

W. K. Si-Li-rvAB, Eb*j., Ph. D. Prafiaor, Calhutk UimwiUs, thAlin. 

Joira WniDELB, Eaq., Blai-'i Caitie, Cork. 

(oniitil : 

Jom DonRKE, E»J-, 13, Slnrlliorotigistrvet, Dublia. 

Rkv. JoiiH Clabkk, P.P., toufA, 

Rev. Sidskt L. Coi^Bisa, Baatirt, Co. Cork. 

Rev. Jahks Goodhah, A.B , /lni|7roai>i. Cattklufen, Benhare«. 

William HACKcrr, Esq., MuUeton, Co. Cork. 

M. W. Hehhesv, Esq., JOsrt Road, KmgiUmn. 

HtciuKL Lysaoiit, Esq., Etiiit, Ce. Clan. 

MiOHAKL J. Mac CAiimr, Esq., DerrtpianotU, Milrkeliloan. 

Rev. Pathhik Mba-IV, C.C., BtJIykMck, Carricktm-Suir. 

M, M'GlsTY, Esq., Bmg. 

Rkv. Michael Moloney, C.C, KiOrHfe, WicHom. 

^aogvama. John CBeibhb Crowe, A.B., Quern'* College, Gnlvig. 

F-on-ARD W. CBkien, Esq., Cahimifle, NoBcatHe WaU Co. Lmendt. 

John O'Daly, Esq., CTDaly'i Bridge, Kelli. 

John O'Duiscoll, Esq., 10, Angleua-ilrwl, J)abliii. 

JoiTN O'DtFrv, Esq., 75, Dmna-tlrtel, Dublin. 

Rev. Jdiin L. O'Fi.tKH, O.aF.C, 8. Gtaryei Quag, Cork 

Rev. John O'HANLOn, C.C , 88. Mkhael imd John, Dublin. 

John O'Uaha, Esq., Carbmgh, BavHioy, Co. Carwt. 

Pathick U'IIbblihT, F-bq.. 33, Elimtatr Tcrntu, Cork. 

Jaues O'Mauonv, Ebq,, Bmdm. 

JoKS T. Kowland, Esq , Vrugkeda. 

Akubew Rkak, E»q., Gurlktlly Cattit, Bot-ruoUigh. 

CDtnmillti nf ^nlilicatiDii. 

Piuh-essor Connbllah. I Staxdish Hates O'Qiuliit. Esq., A.1I- 

John O'Dokovah, LL.D,, M,R.I.A. R«v. John O'IUnloh, C.C. 
Ekv. John L O'Fltio", 0.8.F,C, Georoe Siokbson, Esq., M.D. 

Rev. James GoodmA-s. | Joira Wutoele, Esq. 

tnEsnrer : 

Tub Hiderniak Cane of Iiibi.asi>, Ciullt-itrtel, Ihihlin. 

Sannrart; lEcrEtsrq ; 

Uh. JottH O'Dali, 0, AHfflarg-Mlrret, DMia, 

Sub»oripli<)n» (Ga. per nnniini) are rewived by »ny iiimibcr of Ihc < 'rtiineil. 
■nil by ilK Ilunaritry Seci«tary. witb whom the pnblicalloDs ot the Soilol^ lit 
lor duulbution, and team whom prospectuHs can b« obtaiDwt 



GENERAL RULES. 



1. That thx Sodetj ahali be callod the Oeaiunc Societt. and that ili 
DbJHt shall be the publication of liUh MsnusoripM lelating lo Ihi Feniiin 
period of our lilitory, and otlier hietoricsl document*, with iileiiJ U-uisI«liun» 
and notes. 

3. That the management of thu Society shall be vested in a PrMldent. 
Vice-preaidenlik and Council, each of whom mnat necswarilv be ui irith 
MhoUi. The Ptedldint, Vir.^(^'[>^»lidQIt8. and Council of the Sociely shall be 
elected uuiually by the members, at a General Ueeting, Vi be bdd on tbe 
ScTenteenth Day of March, the Annivoiaary of the Bodety, or on the fulliiw- 
ing Monday, in ca« St. Patrick's Day Bball fall on a Sunday. Notice ot aiicb 
meeting being ipveu by public sdveitlaemtsnt. Inviting all the membera to 

3. Tiiat (he Preaidenl and Council shall have power to dect a Treasurer 
and Secretary from the Membera of the Council. 

4. The recdpu and diabursenientB ol the Society shall be audited umualty 
by IHD Auiiitors. elected by the Council : and the Auditors' Keiiort shall l>e 
publiihed sod dietribuled among the members. 

B. In the absence of the Preaident or Vice-Preaident, the Mcmbera of Coun- 
cil present shuU be at liberty to appoint a Chairman, who will not thereby 
loae his rigbt lo vote. Three members of tbe Council to form a ijuornm. 

e. The tiinda of the Society shall lie diahursed in payment of expeiues in- 

ciHrnt lo dis('har)png the liabilitiea ol the Society, especially in the publication 
dipartmenl, and no svuidable expeoaea ahall be incurred. 

7. Every member i 
Publications . and twi 

8. ITia funda of the Society ehall he lodf.'ed in Bank, in the name nf tbe 
President, Secretary, and Treaaurer of the Swciety, ot any three members tho 
Council may deem proper to appoint. 
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13. No change shall l>e made in these Rales, except at a General Meeting, 
and at the recommendalion of the Council : tbe proposer and seconder ol any 
motion for such change, shall lodge a notice of Ibdr intention in writing, with 
the SecTOtary, twenty clear days before the day of General Meeting. 

14. Thai all 
of the Society. 



SIXTH ANNUAL REPOHT 
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Tit> Council regret being obUgwl lo aiuiouncc lbs demiM of Ibiee of jma 
niMt indefatigable metnberi duriog tbe put yenr — namely, the Kev. D. A. 
O'SnlUrui. P.P., Etuuakean, Cu. Coik, tbe Kev. Uatthew KeUy, D.D., Su 
Palrlck'a Culiege, Hajnoolb, and Dr. Koberl Cane of KilliETm}'. 

The Council cannot but regret Ihe onBvoidable delay ul your PubtkatiDna 
in Ihcif hands, but matUrg have now been bo arranged, that tbdt Bocoeaaara 
in offi« Hill henceforth have no difficnlly in thia ^eapec^ Tbe tbaolu of llie 
Oasianic Society are due to Bla Grace tbe Duke of DeVonnhlre, lor bia courlaj- 
In allowing them to collate one of tbdr lorthcimiing Publication! wllb the 
original in tbe Book of Liemore, tbe properly dI Ilia Grace -, and alao to (he 
Freaideat and Council of the Royal Iriah Academy, for the facility afforded (c 
the Editor of the tortbcomiirg Tolnme (IT.) in coating bli proo' ' ' ' 
miDuacripts in their lsrg« and valuable coUeclion. 
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SEVENTH ANNUAL BEPORT 

UAS ov IB> iTn luT or luiuia, IMD. 
Tile Cinuidl of the OssiAXic Socicty have much pleaanre in eMIing thai tbeii' 
efforlt in the cause of our country's andeat literature have been aarmly ap- 
preciateil by tbe public and the prem. Thia is vlsitile in tbe umually increailng 
number of Hemboa, many of tbem emineat in Che variuus pattu of know- 
ledge, enrolled opon the Society'* lid. At tbe laal Annual Beporl of the 
Council, the Society numbered 669 Membem— at preaenl it i» composed ol 746. 
To aid and eiUnd the good work, ■ kindred Soiasty hai lately been ealablished 
1b New York, with a Council compoMd of Irish scbalan. which hu ilroady 
reniitlcd a sum of £8 for oar Tranuclions of Ihe post yeara. We cungratuUtn 
our bretbien in the UnitAd Statce upon their energy and patriutiim. 

Tbe works uf the OsaiA.'nc Soobtt are well calcnlateil to become popular. 
l.e«s dry than strictly hialorical books, they tlirow open the Portals of the 
Past to ihe reader, and Ikring him among the majeatic f oreata of Ancient Erinn 
— there to beliold the endiimlmenta of Fairy-power, to accompany Fhin and 
the Fianna m the chase and the twttle-raid, lu admire tbe cbivalcy ol Oscer, 
the "gold deeded,'' the beau-ideal of magnaiJniity, and to list lo the melodiuna 
barp< and sweet lays of Oisin and Ibe later bards. 

Tbe tifib voluiDB of tbe Sodely'a Tt-ansat-dons is already nigh to publication, 
and will prove to be one ol the must into^atiiig: of Irish works. It is entitled 
InjCBjie na CttoiD.Aft|n>e — " The Pcoceedingt of the Great Bardic Inaiilu- 
lion," and doscribcs [heir tour through Erinn. ll li taken from a vellum ma- 
nuscript of Ihe lourtccnth century (the book of Mac Corthoigh lOabhach), 
and apiiears under the Editorship of Professor Coimellan. The power ol Ihe 
bards— theb use and abuse Ihereof, an vividly porb-ayed. Ibe attributes of 
the Chief Bard and his School enumefoled, and his lays of praise and satire 
recorded. 

Thus, we ore yearly laying before the country works which must Iw of great 
value to the future iiiatonans oJ Progress in this Island ; showing, as they do, 
the literary, warlike, and domestic cualoms of Ihe old inhabitants. Unveiling 
the characteiislics and deeds of Erinn and of her representative men during Ihe 
day* ol heathenry and tbe primal Christian ages ; do they not also open lo our 
jweta a treasury more vast and varied than the Mablnogion of Wales and ihoM 
other Celtic legends of Briltany could exhibit; and yel from these baa Ihe 
Poel Laureate elaborated his celebrated " Idylls of the King." 

Il is denrable that all members who are in arrear •buulil discbarge the saino 
before Ihe publication of the present hook, else their names ihall be struck oS 
the roUs of the Society. 



BOOKS PRINTED IIY TOE SOCIETY. 

t. Cac ShAbrtA : or, tlie Prnae uid Poetical Account of the Battle of 

Qibhta (Giuristown), in tbc cnunly of DnUin, fought A.U., 288, betwvcu 

Qtirbre LilleiLcIuir. king ot Le!iuler, and the FeniuD Forfiu of Ireland, in 

Which the latter wsre eunquered, and (hdr ranks finull)' broken up. Edited 

, by Nicholas 0'S.CAaHBr. (Qui ■•fprii.i.)' 



11. FeirCl^Cl)0n&roClj|i]>tSljl6l6e 
Conan ol Ceann Sleibhc, a romantit hill 
the L«ke ol Inchiqnin, in the counly ol 
(Oat of pHtiL) 



or, The Festivlliea a 
■hich is situated on 
Claie. Edited b; S 



the House of 
the bordm of 
OKkaiuiev. 









nt TopoErapby of Uuoflter i aJkd also oi 



ni. C6jauT3e«c Oljiannwda Ur ObuiBiw ajur Shrio.l'oe 115)01) Cboii. 
ii)a|c ii)eic illttc ; or, An Account of the Pursuit of Diarmidd O'Duibhne and 
Grace, the daughter of Cormac Mac Airt, Monarch of Ireland in the Third 
Centory, who was married to Plann Mac Cumhalil, from whom she eloped 
with Diaimoid. To them an ascribed the Leabn Cailligbes (Hags' Bcd^), no 
DuioeToiu In Ireland. Edited bj Standish Qates O'GnAiiT. 

, Fenian Poems. Edited by Joii.i 

T. IntcheAclic T]A CtiornDhttinilie 1 or, The Proceedings of the Great Bardic 
InHimUon. Edited by Pkofk-wor Conheli-ui, Queen's College, Cork, (rum 
the Book ol lismore, a nunuacript of the XIV. Century. 



BOOKS IN PREPARATION. 

I. rain t>6 ChoAitsne; or, the Great Cattle Spoil of Cuailgne (Cooley) 
in the county of Louth, being a History of the Seven Year's War betwoi'n 
UlatCT and Connaught; in the reign of Hcadhbh, Queen of Connanght, and 
Cenchobbar Mac Mesas, king of Ulster, on account of the famous bull callol 
Dmrn ChiualgHe ; and which terminated, according to Eoderic O'FIaherty, iho 
Irish chroDologist, one year before the Christian era. To be edlwd by Wiuoam 
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tnt and eorloui tract «i 
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prirtkge. 



DUored bf tbe chief Iwrd. 

II. AsalUn] QA SeAHoiniAe ; or. The Dialogue ol the Sages : an Rlstorii:aI 
Work in Prose and Poetry, lull ol rare Information 00 Ihe achievements of 
the Fianna Eirionn ; copied Irom the Book of Lismore, a vtJlum manuscript ul 
the Fonrloenth Century, by permlsaion of his Grace Uie Duke ol Devonshire. 
To be edited by John Wishelb. 

• ,V(«. Kdirwu nf VoU. I. « 



III. Cat Fhinn CnAi' ; "i. An Accannt of the Battle [ought at TeDtiy, in 
the eonnty of Kerry, in the Third CenCiuy uf the Chriilian ern, between Daire 
Donn, MotUTth uf the World, juid the FanUns. To be edil«d by the Ekv. 
Jaueb Goouhah, A.B. 



This Buttle luted ftr Me ili)'i; tbe to 
knoini UBiUt, biilng been copied tro 
BOW depMM Id the BodleUn Llbniy, ( 



at tbe dliponl of tbe Soeletr li Che tarllut 
Ford, bj the BeT. K. D. Cleaisr. 



tT. Cai Chnoea ; or, The Battle of Cutleknock, in the county of Dablin, 
tonght A.D. 273, between Cann Cetulcbatbacb. Le., Conn of llie tlundred 
BMtles, "Od the Cianna Horaa ; by his victory, in which Conn obtained th9 
Bovareignty of three Proiincos in IrelaDd, vis. Connaught, Ubtei, and Leia- 
sla. To be «dit«d by the Rsv. TiiAi>DX<:s CMAnomr. 

This tract la eoplAd from a inanuKrtpt loada by Jobn Uurpbr of Garrt^aTar. (n tba 
eosntT dT Cork, A.D, 17M. and from tbe fame at Lbs ntller ai a acrlbe, no douH li 
eatertalDcKl at tbe auniacy of the ten. 

V. A TRACT ON THE TOPOGRAPHY OF IRELAND; from the 
Psalter Hac Richard Butler, otherwise called " Saltar no Ram," containing the 
Dciivalion of the Namea, Local TraditioiiB, and other remarkable drcom- 
atanees, of the Hills, Mountains, Rivera, Csvoi, Carns, Rocka, Tulacha, and 
UononieDtal Ramalns of Pagan Iruland, but more especially those connecUd 
with the deeds of Floon Hoc Chmnb^. To be edited by Profiwsoe Coh- 



PnlterMaeRI 



DnUorin 



orlgbially in 



It by TIioaiM, the aghlb Ei 



Thomaa, and was afterwards the proitflrtT of Sir George Carflvr, FIUabetb> Pnnldeat o< 
HnnKer: IntBitallf cune Into the huidgof Archtilibop I^nd. who bcqucaUmd it la Uia 
BodleUn Ubrarr, OifDnl, whore ti it now piEierfcd. anil tbe Society ban pcrmlstion to 
make traoiorlpGa of ita contents. 

VI. A MEMORIAL ON THE DALCAS8IAN RACE, and the Divisions 
dI Thomond at the Invasion of tbe English, A.D. 1173; to which is annexed 
a Short Eesay on the Penii or Standing Militia at Ireland; also. Remarks on 
some of the Laws and Custonu of the ScotE, or Anient Irish, by tbe iale 
Chevalier O'Gorman ; presented to the Society tor pulalicallan by J- R. Jolt, 
Es(|., LL.D., Rathmines. 









noftbe M 

gnUr a^ojeti ; also a Uac cf 

Ith Ihs namet o( the peiaani 



tcllini 



a of Siory. 



nn, and tho children of Llr, who ore i 
morphoaed into swans by their atepmothet, Aoifc : and in tbat shape spent 
seven yeara on Smh no Sfaoilt Rundk, supposed to bo thai porliun of Iha 
British Channel which separates Ireland and tbe Isle of Han. To be edited by 
PATitiox O'lItRumr. 

VIII. FENIAN P0EM8, Sttwd Seriti. To be edited by the SstiiETAnT, 



SOCIETIES IN CONNECTION. 



r NORTB*nr- 



1. The AncniTECTURAt. amu ARiii.:SoLoaiCjtL Scm-'Iety of 

Key. A. Nbwihoats, Aglabniy, Honorary Secretary. 
3. Thb Arcritgcturai, Society of iue Abchdbacdnict o 

TON AUD THB CoiUt«ES OF ToBK iSD LlSOOLlT ; AK[ 

TKcniRAL AUD AscHAOUMicu. Socism 
Albash. Rev. H. D. KiCHOLgos, H.A., ^f. ^Oonj, ^erM, Hanurury 
SBCreWry, 
3. Thb CAUnitiAM IsBTCTUTe. E. MahOX, E»q., Bigh-itritl, Tatbf. Trua- 



1, TnB CAMElRinGK AnTII]U:1KLUI SOtlETT. ClUBLKH C. BaDUjOTON, 

Ew)., M.A^ Fellow ol St. JoIid's College, Canbridgt, Treasurer. 
5, The Uiarouc Soctbty or Labcaiibikk ahu Ciiesicuie. Riiv A. 
UoMK, D.C.L., LLD., F.S.A., Si. Otorgt'i, Livtrpoal, Honorary St- 

G. TiiE Kii.KE:)7rT and South-Eaht of iRELANn ArchAoLOoicaL So- 

ciETi:. Bev. Jahes Guavbb, A.B., imd Joira Gkorok AuaisTi's 

Prim, Esq., KilinHs, Honaruy Secretaries. 
7. Tub Sl'It^uc Listitvtb or ARCH*oix>ur, Sakuei, Tykbs, Esq . 

F.S.A., Bury 3l. EdmHndi, Honorary Secrutary and Treasurer. 
B. Trb Socibtt of Antiqdaries of Losdos. Jous Y. Ajcbbmas, Esu- 

F.S.A., SomB-Hl Home, iMnioa, Secretary, 
i). The SociBTY of Aktjijuabibs of Newcastle- uroii-TYJiB. Jou-i 

Adaubos, E»q., The Cattit, Iftaxatlle-upon-Ti/Ke, Secretary. 

10. Tbb Socibtt of Astiqcabieis of ScorLAiru. Johh Stpart, Est|., 

Gmmtil Btyitlrg Bouit, Edinburgli, Secretary. 

11. Tub Sbrriiv ABCHJKOtouifAi. Socirrr. Gboroe Bish Webii, Efq.. 

G, iSaullimiiploit-itreer, CornU GarJm, Londim, Honoiaiy Secretary. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THE BARDS OF IRELAND. 




a work specially devoted to re- 
cord and illustrate the conduct, 
]jroct'eding8, demeanor and bearing 
III ihe Dardic Order in Ireland at a 
cijrtuin period of their career, it ia 
neceaaary to premise p, few notices 
explanatory of their position and 
history, and point out the natore of 
that extensive influence which they once posaessed, and oc- 
casionally so aignally abused. For our materials in such 
a task we have drawn upon a variety of soorces, many of 
them conned to Manuacript and others more accessible. 
In this latter department much of our information has been 
derived from the Transactions of the Ibemo-Celtic Society, 
a work edited and compiled by the late learned and laborious 
Irish scholar, Edward O'Reilly, Esq. ; also from Walker's 
Irish Bards, but principally from our national Annals. 

The term Bard, signifying a Poet, is common to several 
of the European languages as well as to the Irish — to the 
Teutonic, Greek and Boman as well ae Celtic, In Welch 
and Armoric the word is written dardh and barth ; in Greek 
bardos, and in Latin bardus. As to its derivation there 
are various opinions, which are after all no better than con- 



jpchiral. From the word b*|ib is derived tbe family name 
of2l)AC *i) Bb&If*.'wUich means the descendant of the Bard; 
this has been anglicised to Mac Ward ; and the Mac Wards 
are recorded in our Annals from almost the first eatablish- 
ment of surnames, as chief Professors of poetry in Ulslcr. 

Tacitus, in his " Germania," gives an account of tlie 
German Uards, and aays, that by the recital of their battle 
Bonga, vrhich he calls Barditus, they greatly excited the 
valour of their warriors. The Bards amongst the Gauls 
were highly honoured. According to PompeiuB Festus, a 
Bard in the Gallic language signified a sniffer, who cele- 
brated the praises of heroes. Such was the respect paid to 
this ancient order, according to Diodorus Siculus, that they 
could put a stop to anoies iu the heat of battle. When a 
Bard appeared in an army, it was either a^ a herald or am- 
basaador ; hence his person and property were sacred in the 
midst of hostile forces. After a battle they raised the song 
over the deceased, and extolled the heroes who survived. 

The order of Bards is of the very highest antiquity in 
Ireland. We are informed in our ancient Irish M3S. that 
Amerg'in, brother of Ileber, Ueremou, and Ir, the sons of 
Milidh or Milesius, was appointed by them, in their go- 
vernment of this country, theirchief Bard, Druid and Bre- 
hon. There are four poems still extant which are ascribed 
to him as the first Milesian Bard. 

The euceesaor of Amei^m in his poetic olfice appears lo 
have been Lvgkaidh, or Lngad, eon of Ith, and nephew of 
Milesius, as he is styled a Fdcadh or poet. There is a 
poem ascribed to him in the Book of Invasions, which, it is 
said, he composed on the death of his wife Fail, the daughter 
of Milesius. 

The next chief Bard (at a long interval) of whom there 
is any account was Roigkne Roagadhach, or Royne' the 
poetic, son ofUgaine Mtfr, and brothepof Mai who reigned 



tBonarch of Ireland in the time of Alexander the Great, or 
abotit three centuriea before the Cbriatian era. There ia an 
lijatorical poem in the Book of Invasions nhicb is ascribed 
to this poet. 

According to O'Reilly, in his account of Irish writers, 
Adhna was chief poet or Bard of Ireland about A.M. 39S0 ', 
and on his death Fercheirtne the poet waa appointed to the 
vacant chair by Oilioll and Meave, king and queen of Con- 
naught. Neide, the aon of Adhna, who waa in Alba (Bcot- 
land) at the time of his father's death, determined upon 
returning to Ireland, and asserting hia right to the Lan- 
reatship. Upon hia arrival at Emania, the seat of the kings 
of Ulster, finding Fercheirtne absent he seised on the Tuidh- 
ean or Ollav's robe, and took possesaion of the bardic chair. 
Fercheirtne hearing of this incident, repaired to Emania, 
and meetingwilh Neide, adisputefor the professorship was 
carried on between the rival Bards upon the qualifications 
necessary for an Ollave. This dispute is entitled "The 
Dialogue of the two Sages," of which there are two ancient 
eopiea in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin. 

About the commencement of the Christian era lived 
Lnffhar, the Laureate of Oilioll and Heave, who designated 
himself in one of his poems as a poet and Druid, and 
probably was then the chief Bard of Ireland. 

In the second century of the Christian era lived the poets 
Ciothruadk, and Finffin son of Luchta. The former was 
tbe messenger or herald sent by Conn of the Hundred Bat- 
tles to Mac Neid, king of Munster, with proposals of peace ; 
and the latter composed a poem upon the four roads, said 
to be made to Tara on the night of the birth of that monarch. 
It would seem that those two poets were the most distin- 
guished of the bards in tbe reign of Conn of the Hundred 
Kghts. 

About A.D. 270 lived Ftr^usfinnbel (or of the melodious 
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mouth), eon of Finn Mao CumhaD, and brother of Oistn, 
who waa the chief poet or Bard of the Fiana of Krin. 

Towards the end of the third century lived Flaitkri, son 
of Fithil, who it appears was poet to the monarch Conuac, 
and therefore in ail probability the head of the Bards of 
Ireland in his time. 

Cormac the monarch, having lost the eight of one of hia 
eyes and being therefore incapacitated hy the laws of the 
land from ruling the country, vacated the throne and ap- 
plied the remainder of his life to literature. It ie stated 
that he foanded three colleges at Tara for the study of ju- 
riapnidence, history, and military science ; and it la more 
than probable that he was enrolled in the order of the Bards. 
At all events he caused the Psalter of Tara to be compiled, 
as the depository of the records of the nation. He wrote 
some laws and the instructions for his son Carbry of the 
Liffey, and ancient copies of those have come down lo our 
times. Fithil, his chief Brehon or judpe, also wrote some 
laws, copies of which may be seen in tin? Library of Trinity 
College, Dublin. 

About the year 405 lived the poet Toma Mrjeat (or Tomn 
the learned), who fostered and educated the monarch Niall 
of the Nine Hostages, and also Core, king of Caahel or 
Munster, and most probably he was the chief bard of Ire- 
land at the beginning of the fifth centiiry. 

Armstrong states in his Gaelic dictionary at the word 
Bard, that princes and warriors did not disdain to claim 
affinity with the order of the Bards. The Celts, being paa- 
eionately fond of poetry, would listen to no instruction, 
whether from prieet or philosopher, unless it was conveyed 
in rhymea. Thus we find a bard often entrusted with the 
education of a prince ; and only two centuries ago a High- 
land chieftain had seldom any other instructor. 

About A.D. 433, Dubhthach Mac Ui Lughair, or Duv- 



f tliacti the grandBOU of Lugar, was preemiaenl amongst the 
BftrdB of Laoghaire (Leary). monarch of Ireland. Thia 
Duvlhach was converted to Chrietianity by St. Patrick. 

Aniergin, son of Amalgaidh (or Awley), waa chief poet 
or B&rd to the monarch Dermod, who ascended the throne 
of Ireland A.D. 544, and died A.D. 565. The name Amer- 
gin ia a strong proof that bardiam was hereditary in certwn 
ftmiliee, ae no doubt this person was go named after the 
first of the Mileeian bardic order. 

Under the year 596 is recorded Dalian forgail, who, ac- 
oording to the writer of the following work, was not only 
Laureate of Ireland, bat also of Alba, Britain and Gaul. 
Dalian was succeeded in the chief profeaaorship by Sban- 
chan the aged poet. 

Besides the Ard Ollave or chief Bard of all Ireland, there 
was al^o an Ard OUave of each of the five provinces, from 
amongst whom the chief Bard of Erin was elected, as stated 
in this work. It is said that the head professor of Ireland 
had thirty inferior bards as attendants, while the provincial 
chief Ollave had fifteen, but it appears that Slianchan largely 
increased the number of attendant minstrels, as it is stated 
that he took along with him to the court of Goaire, king of 
Connaught, no leaa than thrice fifty of the tuneful craft, inde- 
pendent of those he had left behind him. The number of 
bards that acoompanied Dalian to the fortress of the king 
of Oii^all, was thrice nine, which probably was the number 
determined at the great convention at Drom-ceat, when 
their numbers were reduced and limited, " proportional* 
with the various provinces and districts in the kingdom." 

We are informed that in the great bardic Institution thera 
were profeesora of muaic as well as of poetry, history and 
other arte, and perhaps also all the barda were skilled in 
muaic, as many are said to have performed on the harp with 
a maater hand. 



"The monarch of Ireland," says Sir Janiea Ware, " had 
always in hia retinue ten officers, a lord, a judge, a Druid, 
a phyeician, a poet, an antiquary, a musician, and three 
etewards of liis household ; the three first to assist him with 
their counsel, the three last to regulate and conduct the 
affairs of his family, and the other four to take care of Ma 
health and diveiBions." 

It is uncertain at what lime seminarieB or colleges were 
first established for the education of the Bards, but it ia 
supposed to have been in the reign of OUave Fodhla, or the 
learned professor, king of Ireland. He was originally king 
of Ulster and allerwarda succeeded to the monarchy, some 
centuries before the Christian era. He was the first who 
instituted a Triennial Convention at Tara, and he ia repre- 
sented as a great legislator, and eminent for learning and 
wisdom. 

In those seminaries it is said that the Druids instilled 
into the minds of the Dards, the rudiments of history, ora- 
tory and laws, through the medium of poetry. " Their laws, 
their systems of physic and other sciences (says Keating) 
were poetical compositions, and set to music, which was 
always esteemed the most polite part of learning amongst 
them." 

Soon as the student had finished hia course of education 
in those seminaries, an honorary cap called Bairead, and 
the degree of OUamh or professor were conferred on him. 
Then he waa supposed sufficiently qualified to fill any office 
of his order. And the most learned of these Ollavea were 
sometimes admitted into the Druidic hierarchy. 

When the young Bard had received the degree of Ollave, 
the choice of his profession was determined by that of the 
family to which he belonged : he was either a File, a Breith- 
eamb, or a Seanchaidhe by birth, offices which had been 
frequently united in the same person, but were generally 



launited, being found toocomplexforoneman. The term 
OlUtt) aignified a learned Doctor, or one eminently skilled 
in any art or acience, and was therefore prefixed to the va- 
rious learned profeasiona. The OlUm iie b&o or the lp)le 
was the professor of poetry, and ranked highest amongst the 
hards. The File always attended in the field of battle upon 
the chief whom he served, marching at the head of the army, 
arrayed in a white flowing robe, harp glittering in Ma honda, 
and his person surrounded with Oirfididb, or instrumental 
musicians. While the battle raged, the bard stood apart, 
end watched in aecority (for the persons of the bards were 
held sacred) every action of the chief, in order to glean sub- 
jects for his la3'8. The OllAin pc b[te|ceAiin3*r ""^ ^^^ 
profesaor of Law. To the Ollanj pe reAiJcuf belonged the 
department of history and antiquities. lie also preserved 
the genealogies of his patron. The OllAiq |ie ceol was the 
professor of music ; this class was also called oiiifi»|6, i.e. 
musicians. Besides these there was a professor in every 
art and science, sach as physieiaus, surgeons, mechanics, 
I Ac. Over each of these presided a chief styled 21jt6 oUait). 
I Thus we find in several passages in the Annals that the 
I O'Coffeys, O'lliggins, and O'Dalya were chief profesBors of 
I poetry over the schools of Ireland ; and many of those aa- 
t Bumed the Utle of chief professors of the men of Ireland and 
Scotland, in Brehonism, Bardism, Minstrelsy, 4c. 

In early times several of the Kings of Ireland attained 
the high honour of being enrolled amongst the Bards ; and 
on the other hand we read that Cuan O'Lochaiu, who waa 
chief bard of Ireland in tho year 1024, waa appointed, 
during an interregnum, Regent of Ireland. 

The Barda held a rank in the institutions of the country 
equal to the chief nobility, and had some of the highest 
■eats appropriated to them at banquets and places of 
entertainment. They had extensive landed properties 



allotted to Lhem, and m&ay of them bad their stately 
caetlee in after times. When snmamee became efltabUabed, 
the cftief Bard was always styled as a prince or ohief, with 
the definite article The prefixed to bis name, as tbe Mac 
£g:an or The O'Daly, just in the same manner that the 
Prince of Thomond was atyled " The O'Brien." 

Ttioae learned men invariably kept houaea of general 
hospitality for all travellers, and where the literati might 
remain any length of time they pleased to atop. The 
annalists, in recording the deaths of many of those pro- 
fessors of the bardic order, inform ua that tbey were men 
of weakb and affluence, and kept open houses for gr^neral 
hospitality, in which tbey entertained the rich and the 
poor. For example, the annalists state, tbat O'Duigenan of 
Kilronan, in the County of Roscommon, a learned historian, 
who died in A.D. 1496, kept an open house of general 
boBpitalily, and was one of the most wealthy Professors in 
Ireland) in cattle and herds ; and again, tbat Mac Ward, 
chief professor of poetry to O'Donnell (Prince of Tircon- 
nell), president of several schools, a mau profoundly 
learned in poetry and other arts, had founded and maiu- 
taiucd an open bouse for general hospitality. We also 
read in the annala of many Medical Professors, who are 
represented as learned in many arte, men of great afiluence 
and wealth, and also remarkable for hospitality. 

It has been ascertained from the public legal Records 
that the rental of the landed properties of several of those 
professors even so late as tbe sixteenth century, would, at 
the present day, amount to upwards of four or five thousand 
pounds annually, besides the guerdons they received from 
the ruling sovereigns and chiefs ; many of them are stated 
to have maintained three or four schools on their estates, 
at which pupils were boarded and educated gratuitously. 
Throughout our annals we learn tbat almost all those 



K^fessore died a natural death, verj few of them having 

I teen rfain in conflicts ; their persons and properties being 

(lield inviolate by all parties, aa already observed. The 

I £irie, or compensation, levied for the killing of a chief 

profesflor, was next, in amount, to that required for a king 

or prince ; and it ia recorded in the Annals of the Four 

MaatCTs, under the year 1400, that Gregory O'Maeloonry, 

the intended chief profesaor of Siol Murray, in Roscommon, 

was accidentally killed by the cast of a dart, and one 

hundred and twenty-sii cows were given as an Eiric or 

Fine, for his death, although it was by accident he had 

been slain. 

The Bards were so highly esteemed by Niall O'Neill, 
King of Ulster, that, in the year 1387, he founded a house 
of general entertainment and support at Armagh, where 
they might meet and discuss the various branches of litera- 
ture. In fact they were honoured and respected by all 
classes on account of their learning, and their high rank 
and influence in society. 

At the inauguration of the kings and princes it was the 
duty of the Bard to recite aloud the inauguration ode, 
which he composed, and it was his privilege, as stated by 
Sir James Ware on MS. authorities, to place a white wand, 
tlie emblem of sovereignty and justice, in the hands of the 
elected prince. The principal officers of the bardic order 
who attended officially at the inaugurations were the 
Brehons, FUeadhs and Seanchies or Historians. 

The duty of the chief professor of history, and genealogy, 
at the inauguration, was to read and prove the pedigree of 
the prince ; and if a provincial king was a candidate for 
the monarchy of Ireland, his pedigree should be shown 
from one of the three sons of Milesius, namely Eber, 
Eremon and Ir, or from Ith, the uncle of Milidh. The 
Irish nobility were very exact in their pedigrees ; every 



petty cbief bad his own genealogist, who Dot only kept 
the pedigrees of the family, by whom he was retained, but 
also those of the other chiefs, whilst each genealogist was 
a check upon the others ; and hence our Irish pedigrees 
may be admitted to be more accurate than those of any 
other nation in Europe. 

There are several families in Ireland who derive their sur- 
names from the hereditary professions of their ancestors, and 
especially of the bardic order, such it8!n)&c Au6iieic6*rtj*ji), 
or the descendant of the Brehon, anglieiaed to Brebony 
and Brehon ; ^ac «d Bbi^ltib, or the descendant of the 
Bard, and anglicised Ward, as already stated ; 6'SeADCA|t>, 
a name anglicised to O'Sbanaban, and by some to Shannon, 
is believed to signify the descendant of the Historian ; 
2t)*c At) Le*5*, or the descendant of the Physician, 
anglicised Leech and Lee ; 2Qdc aij TiorupiDAis, or the 
descendant of the Tympanist, anglicised Tempany ; 2t)*c 
Cpiiicjij, a name anglicised to Mac Curtio, being derived 
from C)tu|c, a harp, and fij the diminutive particle, signify- 
ing the small sized harp ; and we 6nd in the Auoals of the 
Four Maatera, at the year 1404, that Giolla- Duivin Mac 
Curtin was OUave of Thomond in music. 

The following are the famUy names in which professions of 
the bardic order were chiefly hereditary. They are arranged 
in accordance with the ancient principalities of Ireland, 
namely Meath, Ulster, Connaught, Leinster and Munater, 
as described by O'Dugan and O'Heerin in their Topogra- 
phies or general survey of the landed properties and pro- 
prietors of this country written in the fourteenth century. 

Mkath.— Tiie O'Dalys were hereditary Bards of Meath, 
and were chiefs of the barony of Corcaree in the County 
of Westmeath ; and one of them is represented in the 
Annals of the Four Masters, at the year II85, as chief 
Prol'osaor of Ireland and Scotland, head chief of Corcaree 
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and Corcadaimb, a nobleman distinguiehed for learning, 
poetry and hospitality. So that, this chief Bard of Erin, 
in the ISth century, who ia atyled a Nobleman, and head 
chief of two baronies, would rank in the scale of landed 
property, aa a Baron, or Earl, among the nobOity of the 
present day. The O'Dalys are also mentioned as chief 
Bards of Meath, under the years 1448, and 1474, afler 
which time it would appear they removed beyond the 
Shannon, into the County of Galway, where they estab- 
lished themBelves as a highly respectable family, and have 
latterly become Loi-ds of Dunaandle. 

The Mac Kgans are mentioned in the Annala at the year 
1409 as chief Brehons of the men of Tel£a, that ia to the 
O'Melaghlina, Mac Geoghegans, Foiea and O'Ferralla of 
Meath, Weatmeath and Longford. The O'Higgins and tha 
O'Coffeya, were also Barda to the Mac Geoghegans, Foxes 
and O'Ferralla, and some of them removed to the North in 
the 14th and Iflh centuries, and became celebrated Bards 
and historiana in Ulater and Connaught. There are many 
respectable families of tbia name in di0erent parts of Ire- 
land. See the O'HJggina mentioned as bards of Meath in 
the note on Bats and Mice. 

Ulster. — The O'Hagana, who were chiefs of a lai^e 
territory about TuUaghoge, in the pariah of Deaertcreight, 
barony of Dungannon, county Tyrone, presided as the 
hereditary Brehona at the inauguration of the O'Neills aa 
kingB of Ulster and princes of Tyrone, The Mac Nameea 
were chief Barda to the O'Neills :— Thus at the years 1434, 
1507. we are informed by tlio Four Masters that Macliaa 
Mac Naraee and Solomon Mac Namee were chief poets or 
hards to the ffNoilla ; and of the latter they state, "that 
he was u man learned in poetry, philosophy, and literature, 
and kept a house of hospitality." The O'Qneeves were 
also Barda to the O'Neilh of Tyrone and Clanneboy ; and 



at the year 1376 the deaths of the foUowiog profeeeorB are 
recorded : — " John O'ftooQey, chief Bard to Magennie (in 
the county Down) ; Malachy O'Mulveena, chief Professor 
to O'Kane (in the county of Derry) ; and O'Hamil, chief 
Bard to O'Hanlon (in the county of Armagh), a man who 
kept a general house of hospitality, and never refused any 



The O'fireelins were chief Brehons to the O'Donnells, 
princes of Tirconnell, and also to the Maguirea, Lords of 
Fermanagh. The Mac Wards were chief Barda to the 
O'Donnells down to the seventeenth century; and in the 
Annals one of them is thus recorded : — " A. D. 1576, Mac- 
an-Bhaird, chief Bard to O'Donnell, a superintendent of 
schools, a man eminent in literature and general knowledge, 
the sustaining and suppoi'tiDg pillar of studeats and men 
of learning, died." The ffSgingins were in early times 
the hereditary chief historians to the princes of Tirconnell, 
and were succeeded hy the O'Clerys, who had their oaatle 
at Kilbarroii near Ballyshannon, Of the latter family 
were the celebrated writers of the Annals of the Four Was- 
ters, one of the most veritahle and impartial records ever 
produced in any country. The O'Clerys had large landed 
property as described in Inquisitions and other law docu- 
ments, the annual rental of which would amount at the 
present time to three or four thousand pounds. 

The O'Dunleavys, otherwise called Mac Niiltye, were 
chief Physicians to the O'Donnells, In the Annals, at A.D. 
15S7, it is stated that the Doctor O'Dunleavey, namely 
Donagh the son of Owen, a Doctor of Medicine, and 
learned in other arts, a man of great affluence and wealth, 
and who kept an open house of general hospitality, died ou 
the 30th of September in this year. 

The Mac Criffortys were cliief Bards to the Maguirea of 
Fermanagh in the 14th century, but were succeeded in that 




xxvii 



capacity by tiie O'UoseyB. The O'Keenane wen chief 
Mstorians in Fermanagh, and the O'CftseidyB were chi^ 
physicians to the Maguirea. 

CosNADOHT. — The Mac E^ans were Brehons to the 
O'Connors, kioga of Connaught. Maoliea [>oqb Mac Egan, 
Ard Ollamh {chief Profeasor) of Connaught, died A.D. 1329, 
according to the Annala of the Four Maatera; and one of the 
Mao Egans ia recorded under the year 1447 as chief Brehon 
of all Ireland. TheO'Maelconrye were chief Barda and hliK 
torians to the O'Connors, Toma O'Maelconry, the Bard to 
Fclim O'Connor, baa transmitted to us an account of the ce- 
remonies performed at the inauguration ofthatprincein the 
year 1312, when it was the Sard's privilege to place the 
Regal Wand (aa he caUs it) in the hand of the prince. Hie 
landed property of the O'Maelconry, containing about 
10,000 acres, comprised the present parish of Cloncraff in 
the county of RoBcommon. Soziie of the written works of 
the O'Maelconrys are in the Bodleian Library and several 
other places ; and a member of that family was one of the 
Four Masters. The Mac Tullja were the hereditary physi- 
cians to the O'Connors. 

Tbe Mac Egans were Brehons to the O'Rourkes, princes 
of Brefney, and the O'Cuimina were their Bards ; the 
O'Dalya were Barda to the O'Reillys, princes of East Breftie^. 

The Mac Egans of BaUymaccgan were chief Brehons to 
the O'Kellya, princea of Hy Maine, in the counties of Gal- 
way and Roscommon, which princely family is now repre- 
sented by Denis H. Kelly of Castle Kelly, Esq., an eminent 
Celtic scholar. The CDugans were hereditary Bards to 
the O'Kellys, many of whoao works are still estant, parti- 
cularly tbe largo vellum manuscript of the O'Kellya, now 
buried in some English private collection. 

The O'Duigenans of Kilronan were Bards and historians 
to the Mac Dermolts, princes of Moylurg in Roscommon 



&nd Miirsliula of Connaught. They wore also Barda and 
Jiiatorians to the Mac Donnoglis, Lords of Corran in Uie 
county of Sligo ; and a member of tliG KiJronan family 
was ono of tlie Four MastcrB. The Book of Ballymote, 
the property at one time of the Mac Donnoghe of the Caa- 
tle of Ballymote, was written by an O'Duigenan, It is a 
large folio MS. on vellam ; waa aold in the year 1522 for 
140 Milch cowa, and is now in the Library of the Eoyal 
Irish Academy, Dublin. 

The Mac Firbisea of the caatle of Leacan, in the barony 
of Tireragh, county of Sligo, were hereditary Bards and 
hiatoriana to the O'Dowda, Lords of Tyrawley and Tireragh 
in the counties of Mayo and Sligo. Duald Mac Firbia, the 
last hereditary profeaaor of this family, lived about the year 
1670. Several of the worka of the Mac Firbises are atill 
extant, such as the Book of Leacan in the Library of the 
Royal Irish Academy, and the Book of Mac Firbia, the pro- 
perty of the Earl of Roden. The Mac Egans wore Bro- 
hona to tlio O'Connors, Sligo, and probably to tlie O'Dowds 
also ; they were the principal professors of Brehonism all 
over Ireland. 

LBmeTBR. — The O'Dorana were the Brehona to the 
Mac Murroghs, kinga of Leinster. In the Annals at the 
year 1417 one of them ie recorded as the Brehon of Leins- 
ter ; and again at the year 1447 it is stated that William 
tyOoran, chief Brehon of Leinsler, and bis wife died of the 
plague. The Mac Keogba were the chief Barda to Mac 
MuiTOgh ; the CyBehans were hia hiatoriana and genea- 
logists, and the O'Shiela hia hereditary phyaiciana. The 
Book of Leinster, an Triah Mi3. written in the 11th or 12th 
centuries on vellum, is now in the Library of Trinity Cfll- 
logo, Dublin - 

It is stated in the Annals at the year 1474, that the Mac 
Egona were chief Brehons to the O'Coanore, princes of 
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OiFaley, wliicli oompriaed the greater part of the King's 
County with portions of the Queen's County and of Eildare, 
in the ancient kingdom of Leinster. 

MuNBTBR. — DesmondoT South Munster. — Another family 
of the Mac Egans were chief Brehons to the Mac Carthye, 
princes of Desmond. In later limes the Mac Clancys were 
Brehons to the Earls of Desmond. The O'Dalya were 
the chief Bards of Desmond ; and the most celebrated of 
the satiric clasa in the reign of Elizabeth was Angua O'Daly, 
who made a tour of Ireland for the purpose of satirizing 
all the respectable Irish familiea and some of the Anglo- 
Irish too, for English pay, it is said ; but on hie retura 
home to Munster be was dispatched by O'Maber with a 
dagger as a reward for hia maleYolence. These satires 
were published by Mr. John O'Daly, Honorary Secretary 
to the OsBianio Society, in the year 1852. The O'Duinnina 
were historians and antiijuariea to the Mac Cartbya ; and 
the O'Cullinaos were their hereditary physicians, aa stated 
in the Annals at the year 1409. 

Tkomond or North Munster. The Mac Clancys, a 
branch of the Mac Namaraa of Clare, were hereditary Brg- 
hona to the O'Briens, princes of Thomond and kinga of 
Munster. We find the following notices of this bardic 
family in the Annals of the Four Masters. — A.D, 1483. 
Connor ogo Mac Clancy, chief professor of Thomond, a 
highly accomplished man, in literature and poetry, died, 
and waa succeeded by Hugh Mac Clancy. A.D. 1492. 
Hugh Mac Clancy, chief profesfior of history and of the 
Brehon laws in Thomond, died. A.D. 1575. The Mac Clancy 
(Hugh), a professional lecturer, in laws and poetry, and 
one of the most upright Brehons of a territory, in Ireland, 
died ; and under the year 1676, it ia recorded, that Mac 
Clancy was chief professor of Brehonism to the Dalcaasiana 



(the O'Erieoa aud otbere), and a man wlio kept an open 
house for general hoapitality. 

The Magratba were chief Bards of Thomond. They are 
stated to have been men of great wealth ; and one of them 
is recorded hi the Annalfl at the year 1343 aa chiof Bard of 
Leath-Mogka, which comprised Leinster and Mnnster. 
The Mac Curtine were the chief hereditary liistoriana, and 
two of the name, Andrew and Hugh, who lived in the 
last century, were eminent writers of history and poetry. 
The Mac Gowana (a name anglicised or rather translated 
Smith), Mae Bruodins and O'Dalys were also Bards and 
historiana to the O'Briens, Mac Nnmaras, Mac MahonB) 
O'Loughlina, O'Connors, O'Gradys, and other chiefs in 
Clare, Limerick and Tipperary ; and the O'Hickeys were 
the hereditary physicians and Burgeona in Thomond. 

Some of the deacendanta of the bardic race have often 
exeroiaed their hereditary akiU in poetic composition oven 
to within a recent period in many parta of Ireland. " To 
the present day," says Hardiman in his Irish Minstrelsy, 
"the rural Irish dread nothing so much ae the satirical 
flererity of their bards. Many a man, who would kindle 
into rage at the sight of an armed foe, will be found t4 
tremble at the thought of offending a rhymer. One of the 
lattfir I hava seen : his name was Brenan, and though he 
might not be called ' a fellow of infinite jest, or moet 
excellent fancy/ yet he waa a ready versifier in his native 
tongue, and had wit enough to keep two large diBtricts in 
the West of Ireland for many years amused by his rural 
songs and in dread of hia broad local satire. Ua bore eome 
faint resemblance to the ancient bards. lie knew no set- 
tled residence. Whatever house he chose to stop at, and 
be seldom selected the poorest, became hie home during 
the time of his stay. Generally welcomed with simulated, 
though often with real sincerity, the best bed, and place 




at table, were alwaya at Mb service. Thus he lived to a 
good old age, feared for his saLirtcal powers, but respected 
for Ma virtueB. He has left behind eome eonga and ear- 
castic verses, but none of them above mediocrity." 

We are informed by Keating and Walker, that the conduct 
of the Bardfl as a congregated body had, at various times, 
become so intolerable to the people, that they demanded of 
the state the baniahment of the whole order. The first 
instance recorded of their oppression occurred in the reign 
of Achy the Third, who resolved on their expulsion ; but 
Conor Mac Nensa, King of Ulster about the beginning 
of the Christian era, a iriend to the learned in general, 
but to tLe bards in particular, interposed bis mediation 
and moderated the rago of the people. 

The conduct of the Bards {says Keating) continued 
irreprehensible from the death of Conor Mac Neasa till 
Fiachaidb mounted the throne of Ulster. Then, and once 
again in the reign of Maolcoba, who governed the same 
province, the band of the monarch was raised to chaatiae 
them, but they were shielded from the impending stroke 
by those generoua princes, who invited and kindly received 
tbem into their dominions. 

Invested (says Walker,) with honours, wealth and power; 
endowed with extraordinary privileges, which, no other aub- 
jecta presamed to claim ; posaessed of an art, which, by 
aoothing the mind, acquires an ascendency over it; respected 
by the great for their learning, and reverenced, almost to 
adoration, by the vulgar, for their knowledge of the secret 
composition, and hidden bannony of the universe, — the 
Bards became, in the reign of Hugh, Intolerably insolent 
and corrupted, and their order a national grievance. 
They arrogantly demanded the golden buckle and pin, 
wLicb fastened the royal robes on the Monarch's breast, 
and bad been for many generations the associate of the 



century written ou vellum, wLicli was until lately the pro- 
perty of Thomaa Hewitt. Esq., of Suinmerbill House, Cork, 
H truly estimable gentleman most liberal in alTording 
every access to hia aplendid Library and valuable collection 
of manuscripts- To him the Editor temlers hia warmeat 
thanks for many favours received at his iiands. 

The copy taken from the Book of Mac Carthj Riagh 
has been coHated with another contained in a valuable 
M8. on paper belonging to the late Rev, Mr, Lamb of 
Ncwtownhamiltou ; and aa the tract in the vellum MS. is a 
little defaced at the beginning and ending, these portions 
have been supplied from the paper copy, 

Denis II. Kelly of C'astlekelly, Esq., in the county of 
Galway, whose knowledge of the ancient language of our 
Irish M8S. is well known, made a translation into English 
of this work in his own elegant style of composition, which 
he most kindly placed at the disposal of the Ossianic 
Soeiety. The Editor, however, soon discovered that Mr. 
Kelly's original Irish text must have been very imperfect 
from the great variance obaervablo in several passages 
from that of the vellum copy, and he therefore deemed it 
advisable to make his translation, in the first instance, 
independent of the other to avoid confusion and ouiissiona. 
On comparing the two English versions he found them 
happily to correspond in all those passages common to 
both originals, which haa convinced bim of the correeluess 
of this translation. 

To my good friend John Windele, Esq., of Blair's CoeUe, 
Cork, the Members of the Ossianic Society are indebted for 
the production of this volume. 1 had mucli reluctance in 
undertaking such a task, being unwilling from past cxper- 
rieuce to encounter the labour and difficulty necessarily 
attending a work of the kind. My friend, however, whilst 
appL^nliiig to my patriotism and devotion to the good old 




CflUfle of our national literature, promising at the same tinw 
sucb aasialance aB he wna ab!e to aflbrd, prevailed, and I 
could no longer hesitate, knowing full well that I was la 
eafe handa ; and like an honest Irishman he has fulfilled bia 
promise. He read in M8. my translation and notes, 
corrected the former where necessary, and amended and 
most essentially enlarged the latter. Mr. Windele's exten- 
sive and intimate knowledge of the History and Antiquities 
of Ireland is well known to our reading public ; it is escelled 
by none and equalled by ffw, as his numerous contributiona 
to our Archffiological literature testify. He was the first of 
the present generation to resuscitate the old inscriptions in 
the Ogham characters, the very esistencc of which was 
stoutly denied by some of our most eminent Antiquaries, 
He has collected so large a number of those inscriptions, 
discovered in various parts of Ireland, but particularly in 
the South, and found in sites and positions which proved 
beyond reasonable controversy that they belonged to a pre- 
Christian period, as to bring conviction to many that the 
ancient Irish had the use of letters before the introduction 
of Christianity into this country. 

To our worthy and noble-minded President, who I am 
happy to say is a very good Celtic Scholar, I am greatly 
indebted for his careful reading of a considerable portion 
of the proof sheets of this volume whilst passing through 
the press ; and I take this opportunity of expressing my 
sincere thanks for the many valuable improvements which 
he suggested. 

My best thanks are also due to my very good friends 
George Sigerson, Esq., M.D,, and P. O'Herlihy, Eaq., 
Queen's College, Cork, who suggested many improvements. 

It is with infinite pleastire I have to acknowledge the 
kindness lately bestowed on me at the Royal Irish Academy. 
To the well recognized courtesy and urbanity of Edward 



Clibbom, ICaq., the acting Librarian, Imve I been indebted 
for the fullest access to the very valuable collection of Irish 
M8S. in that magnificent Institution, whereby I have been 
enabled to take snch extracts as I required witbont queetion 
or restraint, greatly to the advantage of the work in hands, 
and without which its completeness and value would be 
materially lessened. Facilities like these, so beneficial to 
literary enquirers, entitle the Academy to the best gratitude 
of the public generally, and of every friend of Irish literature 
especially. 

Nor should I, amidst these acknowledgments, omit award- 
ing my very sincere thanks for the kindness and services ren- 
dered to mo in tl*e progress of my invesfigalions by Doctor 
Si^fried and the gentlemen connected with his department 
in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin. I had only to ask 
the Doctor for any MS. in the Library, and be at all times 
placed it before me with such ready cheerfulness as to con- 
vince me that it was with him a pleasure to oblige. Never 
during my life time have I experienced more real courtesy 
in any litcrarj' Institution than I have in the College Li- 
brary. It is only to be equalled by that which every person 
may be sure to experience in the Library of the Royal 
Dublin Society. 

OWEN CONNELLAN, 
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a; in uAr*i ©ipftuis* F^r* ^im- 

314llA|b fGACc rjAjll ,1. ae6 
njAC 1>uAC bu]b. &ui) A|nj)-i|t 
bofejo «3i»t* *)'2le& ^|tjp, njAC 
■FeA[i3D«, roic "PeAjisur*, nj|c 
21)u||ieAbAi5 «^bAil, PI Bpepne, ajui- 

i^o tpArAH IT) &|Ar rii) CO ijiTOiiirijAc. 

3<'C m njAic &03i7ife peAp b\h, pob &tl 

■ IlTceAcc qik ctlon]iJ&iri]e. |ii)ceAcc literallj ugniiies drpartare; bat In 
tbiB CM« the terms •' ijuing fvrih, the journey, or tho prortfrfinji, may be mors 
applicable. The word ciionjSaitti ia compounded of cnoii), heavy or great, 
and BJ.|ii), learned, or profesaional men, and coUeclivdy signifies the great lile- 
rory body, company, or aBsocialion. The lerniB enonj flius are applied to ■ 
fanje halt or armg ; but in thr presenl instance ctiottj would mean oppresaive ; 
for in the coarse o{ this work it is slated thai, " notwithatandjng they were 
called lie hatry literary body, em] though greatly they were abhorred, yet small 
was their consamiition of fond," which shewa that (tie term the writer wished 
tr> npply to them was, thnt they were burlAtmone or trtry apauat. Bat as this 
great and bindenGomt l>ody was composed of men professing the various arts 
■ndsdcnees, ilmay bt as well to call them, par BiceUenee, "The great Bardic 
Association or Institution. 

' AiRoiALL OB OiBfiiALL. — The Origin of this kingdom or principality was 
aa follows : — Caibry Uffcachair (or of the Liffey, so called from having been 
fostered near that ilver), monarch of Ireland, son of the celebraUid Cormac, 
son of Art, ion of Con oC the humlred buttles, was ilain in the battle of Gaura 
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THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE GREAT BARDIC 
INSTITUTION,' 

IS WIIRH 18 KSI'LAIXHD HOW THB TAIN (OR AN AC- 
COUNT OF THE UATTLB RAID OP CDAILGNB) WAS FIRST 
DiaCOVBRBD, ETC. 




NOBLE, worthy, king ruled AirgiftH' 
at one time whose name was Hugb son 
of Dnocb the Dark, Conteinporaneoua 
with him was Hugh the Fair, son of 
I Fergna,8onof Fergus,BonofMuredngh 
Mnl, king of Brefhey,* and those two 
were at strife. In every good act performed by one, the 



fongbl af[>in9l the Fians of Erin. A.D. 29G, One of Carbn- Liffeachttir's 
totu, callfil FiachB Sravthinne, succoeded him in Ihe monorchy. Another nil 
of Cubry. named Eohj- Doiviein, iras mnrried to Alethia, daughter of Cpdar, 
king of AJba, now Scotland, and by her he had three nons, calleil by the Irish 
hiitorians the " Three CoUu," deugnated CoUa Caia. CoUa-da-ebrieh (or of 
the two dialrieta), and CoUa Meann. The three Cnilns. being irarlike nnd 
ambitioDa princea, aimed at the monarchy, and having ciillei;te<l a powerful 
army tbej invaded Heath, and fonght a battle agaJnut the rovnl forces, A.D. 
327, in a district called Crioch-rois, at Tdlown, near the river Illsckwater. in 
Heath. It wa« called the battle ol Dabcomar. from Dobconisr, King Fiach'a 
druid, who was ilain there, or from the oonfluenre there of the /MiS, or Black' 
water, and the Boyne. In this battle the monarch's furtei were rieteated and 
himself slain, and Colla Uais usurped the monarchy and rcignc<i four yeari. 
Slutedach Tirach, the son of the former prince, Fiaoha. being aided by hit 
friends, compelled Colla Caia to abdicate the throne, and Sluredach succeeded 
to the monarchy, and expelleil the Three Collas. who were obliged to See to 
Scotland with thirty nobles and 300 fallowera, and lake refuge amongst their 
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fcoi) p)[i ele A ]ti)iipc*c bo 8eimrb be bu6 6e)t) ; Ajuf i;i 
I)|UAi;i) bo bACA|i A|ioei) ; 0|i bu| peAjt c6AbAC corbnurr)^c 
coi;a|3 acu .1. 2lc6 p]t;i); A5Uf ]:eA|t C]to&u cofAt)c<\c acu 

mother's relatives in that country. In the course of time, the monarch, Mure- 
diich, who was their lirsit cousin, pardoned them, and they returned to Ireland. 
The kings of Tara, at that time, were of the race of Heremon, son of Miledh 
or Milesius, and the Three Collas projected a plan of dethroning the King of 
Ulster, who was of the race of Ir, son of Brcogan, uncle of Milesiua, and of 
making a settlement for themselves and their followers in that province. The 
Heremonians and Irian s had contended for a long time for the sovereignty of 
Ulster, and, by consent of the monarch, the Collus collected a large force, 
including seven battalions of the Fir-Domnians of Connaught, a tribe of the 
Fir-Bolg, and being joined by a considerable force of the monarch's army, 
they marched into Ulster. The seat of the government of that province was 
the splendid palace of Emania, near Armagh, and Fergus Fogha of the Irian 
race was then the ruling sovereign. He collected all his forces to oppose the 
Collas. The two armies met in a district called Fernmoy, in Dalaradia, now 
the county of Do^-n, at a place nameil Carn-Eohy-lethderg, at Drummillar 
near Loughbrickland, and the parish ofAghaderg still retains the name of this 
place A terrible battle ensued, which continued for six successive days, and 
it is said that so desperate was the conflict, and the slaughter so great, that 
the ground was covered with dead bodies from this Carn to Glenrigh, now the 
vale of the Newry river, a di-^tance of about nine or ten miles. The CoUaa 
were finally victors ; Fergus Fogha was slain in the battle, and the remnant of 
his forces was routed, but Colla Meann also fell in the engagement. This 
battle was fought A.I). 332, and immediately after the victory the two Collas 
marched with their forces to Emania, which they plundered and burned, and 
thus was terminated the rule of the Irian kings of Ulster. O'Flaherty states 
in his Ogygia, vol. I., p. 149, that the duration of Emania, (one of the most 
splendid edifices in Ireland, whose site is still traceable,) from its erection by 
King Kimbaeth, about 352 years before the Christian era, to its destruction by 
the Collas, is six hundred and eighty-four years. By this conquest of the 
Irian kings the Collas and their followers became possessed of a great part of 
lister, and they founded the kingdom or principality of Oirgiall, which com- 
prised the territories now called the counties of Louth, Monaghan, and Armagh, 
with portions of Fermanagh, Tyrone, Derry, and the south of Antrim ; but in 
subsequent times it was narrowed to Louth and Monaghan, with a large 
i>ortion of Armagh. It is stated by O'llalloran, vol. 2, p. 454, that the name 
Oiryiall was derived from the circumstance that the Collas stipulated with the 
monarch of Ireland, that if they or any of their posterity were demanded as 
hostages, and if ahacktld, their fetters should be of gold ; and from the words 



otlior woulJ oii'lf^avour to excel liiin ; yet both were not 
erjually circumsiancod ; for one was a hundre^l fold more 
(wealthy), just, and prosperous, namely llugh the Fair ; 

on. p^>l(l, and ^-fAll, a hostage, came the name Orgiall. The O'Carrolls became 
princos of thi-* territory. They were of the Dal-riatach race in the county of 
!>-Mvn, an«l it is stated that they were «Iesccn<liHl from Carroll, prince of 
(>ir_ci'ill in St. Patrick's time, from whom they tfx»k their family name. 
I>(»no«^li O'CarrolI, tlie last celebrated prince of this family, f.umded in A.D 
1 1 1'-? Mellifont Abbev in the oountv of TA>iith. I have not discovered in the 
Ann lis the name of Aodh. son of Dnach the black, but I do tin I an Aotlh-dubh 
or llui,di the black, prince of Ulidia (or Down, in .V.D. ,">02) v. ho live<i about 
the rime assigned by the author of this work. The prin< t s of C)irgiall had 
tb"ir chief residence at C'lofther in Tvr»ne, and the Bishops of ('b»i4:her are 
>tyl«.vi in the Annnls, nish(»ps of Oir;;! dl. Tlie Mac Mahons «>f the Clan Colla 
rve became princes of Oir;riall after the O'Carrolls were sub«iued by John de 
(\»urcy in the 12th century. The Mac Mahons became Lords of ^[onaghan, 
Dnrtry. and Farney, and :i\<> Lord-, of Lur^jin. :«nl maintain '(l th^ir iviwer &s 
chiefs to the roi;^ of James L Oirgiall* was' called by Litiu writers Orf/nllia 
and r.-'inU'-i. and bv the Knijlish ih'iel and rrhf. — Onni'llmi^ Anuals of (he 
F'ur Mii.<tn's. 

To tlii> note. Hlrca«ly we fear too lontr, we can hardly refrain fr-f.u adding a 
lc^«'nd of Oriel characteristic of a mo<le of thinking and wayw.irdn --^ 'f feeling 
not infrequent of example in the oM chivalry of Ireland. T.. ii^ own pculiar 
merits it a«!ds the recommendation of an effective and beautiful tran.-l:iti«m by 
the la'iicnted Mangan. 

KCIIOKS OF SONG FUOM THE WEST AND THE EAST. 

By James Clakknhk M.vngas. 

NO. I. — ^THE TIl.VGKI>Y OF RIAGIIKI AXI> DE-VUBllOlt^ai.LA. 

(Fmm the Irijiff nf ninrt»:< lioy Me Quilhu.) 

\\\',\ MKNT. 

(Lu Jc-difi. Prince of Oriel, after an absence of two tlay^ aii ! n!_'hts from hi-» 
own territories on a hunting expvilition, suddenly recollect-' flrM h-* has forgot- 
ten hi/ nw! ling-day. He desjiiirs of forgiveness from tlu- hri.le wh<»ra he 
ap]»e.!r< to have slighteti, Dearbhorgilla, daughter of Prince Cairtre, but would 
s«orn her t«^) much to we<l her if ^he could forgive him. He accordingly 
prepares lor battle with her and her father, but unfortunately entrusts the 
comm iiid of hi'* fortes to one of his most aged Ct'inits, «»r captains. He is 
probablv incited to the seleclion of this chieftain by a wi-h to avoid prov<»king 
ho»tiUticp, which. how«.Vfr. if they occur, he will nnvi by d. fi.inct* and conMi<"t ; 
I»ut hi> ehoice provt> to h;<vi.« b-.n a fatal one. Hi' f'toun i^ -^ei/Hl with a 
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.1. 2le6 njAC <t)uAC bu|b, ji] 0]fiT5|AllA. jf bo cfiA b^ coftA 
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strange feeling of fear in the midDt of the fray ; uu'l this, being communicated 
to hb troops, enlarges into a panic, and Ruaghri's followers are all slaughtered. 
Kuaghri himself arrives next day on the battle-plain, and, perceiving the 
result of the contest, stabs himself to the heart. Dearbhorgilla witnesses this 
sad catastrophe from a distance, and, rushing towards the scene of it, clasps 
her lover in her arms ; but her stem father, following, tears her away from the 
bleeding corpse, and has her cast in his wrath, it is sup])0sed, into one of the 
dungeons of his castle. But of her fate nothing certain is known afterwards ; 
though, from subsequent circumstances, it is conjectured that she perished, the 
victim of her lover's thoughtlessness and her father's tyranny.) 

Kntiw ye the tale of the Prince of Oriel, 

Of Rury, last of his line of kings? 
1 i)en it here as a sad memorial 

Of how much woe reckle>s f.lly l>rin^^ I 

Of a time that Rury rode woodwards, clolln d 

Tn silk and gold on a hunting chase, 
He thought like thunder* on his betrothed. 

And with clenched hand he smote his dxcv. 

•' Ftirc^T.'t Mo hhronIX Princess Darvorgilla ! 

Forgive i*he w ill not a slight like this ; 
But could 8h<*. (lart'd hhe, I .should be still a 

Base wretch to wed her for heaven's best blis.i ! 

*' Farter I Farter ! Princess Darvorgilla ! 

She has four hundred young bowmen bold ; 
But I — I love her, and would not spill a 

Drop of their blood for ten torques§ of gold. 

" Still, woe to all who provoke to slaughter I 

I count as nought, weighe<l with fame like inim'. 

The birth and beauty of Caurtre's daughter ; 
S<), ju<1ge the sword between line and line ! 

• U-sa'„l sr mar teotrneach ; he thouKht like thnnder ; i>. the thought came on Iniii 

like a thun<lcilH)lt. 
I Alos! ; My grkfl S Royal neck ornHim-ut^. 



whilst the other was valiant and warlike, namely Hugh the 
son of Duach the Dark, king of Oii'giall. It was, indeed, 
far easier for him to be the more warlike of the two, for he 
had a shield, and the name of the shield was Duy-Qilla (the 

*' Thou, therefore, Calbhach, go, call a mutter, 

And wind the bogle by fort and don ! 
When stain shall tarnish onr House's lustre. 

Then sets in blackness the noon-day sun !'' 

But Calbhach answered, " Light need to do so ! 

Behold the noblest of heroes here ! 
What foe confronts us, I reck not whoso. 

Shall fly before us like hunted deer !"" 

Spake Rury then — ^* Calbhach, as thou wiliest ! 

But see, old man, there be brief delays- 
For this chiU parle is of aU things chillest, 

And my fleet courser must now away ! 

*' Tct, though thou march with thy legions townwardj. 

Well armed for ambush or treacherous fray, 
Still shew they point their bare weapons downwards, 

As those of warriors averse to slay !'* 

Now, when the clansmen were armed and mounts 1, 

The aged Calbhach gave way to fears ; 
For, foot and horsemen, they barely counted 

A hundred cross-bows and forty spears. 

And thus exclaimed he, " My soul is shaken ! 

We die the death, not of men, but slaves ; 
We sleep the sleep from which none awaken. 

And Scorn shall point at our tombless graves I" 

Then out spake Fergal— ** A charge so weighty 

As this, O Rury, thou shouldst not throw 
On a drivelling dotard of eight-and-eighty, 

Whose arm b nerveless for spear or bow I** 

But Rury answered, " Away ! To-morrow 

Myself will stand in Traghvally* town ; 
But, come what may come, this day I borrow 

To hunt through Glafna the brown deer (\nvm !" 

• Dundalk. 
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C]8 A UcA]]t CACA bl ^A b]&bAI)|b V] b|& t)CA]lC IDIJA .f. 

(? f cAijbA) Ai)o, A5Uf bA fDA]&rD |to]rDp] 5AC CAC Ai|i A ce]5 

So, through the night, unto grey Traghvallv, 

The feeble Ceann led his hosts along ; 
Bat, faint and heart-sore, they could not rally, 

So deeply Rury had 'wrought them 'wrong. 

Now, when the Princess beheld advancing 

Her lover's troops with their arms reversed, 
In lieu of broadswords and chargers prancing, 

She felt her heart's hopes were dead and hearsed. 

And on her knees to her ireful father 

She prayed, " Oh, father, let this pass by ; 
War not against the brave Rury ! Rather 

Pierce this fond bosom, and let mc die T* 

But Cairtre rose in volcanic fury. 

And so he spake — " By the might of (ior>, 
I hold no terms with this craven Rury 

TiU he or I lie below the sod ! 

'* Thou shameless child ! Thou, alike unworthy 

(H him, thy father, who speaks thee thus, 
And her, my Mhearb,* who in sorrow bore thee ; 

WUt thou dishonour thyself and us ? 

" Behold ! I march with mv serried bowmen — 

Four hundred thine, and a thousand mine ; 
I march to crush these degraded foemen, 

Who gorge the ravens ere day decline !'* 

Meet now both armies in mortal struggle. 

The spears are shivered, the javelins fly ; 
But, what strange terror, what mental juggle, 

Be those that .tpeak out of Calbhach's eye ? 

It is — it must be, some s|>ell Satanic, 

That masters him and his gallant bout. 
W<»e, woe, the day ! An inglorious panic 

C>*erTK»wrrs tho l«'gion.s--«ntl all is lost ! 

• M.utl.a 
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Black Attendant), and one of its properties was this, that 
whosoever was opposed to it in the field of battle became as 
enfeebled as an old woman, and all fled before it in every 
conflict it entered into, even when there was present but 
the shield itself and its bearer. 

Woe, woe, that day, and that hour of carnage f 

Too well they witness to Fergal's truth ! 
Too well in bloodiest appeal they warn Age 

Not lightly thus to match swords with Youth ! 

When Rury reached, in the red of morning. 

The battle-ground, it was he who felt 
The dreadful weight of this ghastly warning. 

And what a blow had o ernight been dealt ! 

S<>, glancing round him. and sadly groaning, 

He pierced his breast with his noble blade ; 
llius all too mournfully mis-atoning 

For that black ruin his word had made. 

But hear ye further ! When Cairtre's daughter 

Saw what a fate had o'ertaVn her Brave, 
Her eyes became as twin founts of water. 

Her heart again as a darker grave 

Clasp now thy lover, unhappy maiden I 

But, see ! thv sire tears thine arms awav ! 
And in a dungeon, all anguish-laden, 

Shalt thou be cast ere the shut of dav ! 

But what shall be in the sa<l years coming 
Thy doom ? I know not, but guess too well 

That sunlight never shall trace thee roaming 
Ayond the gloom of thy sunken cell ! 

This is the tale of the Prince of Oriel 

And Darvorgilla, both sprung of Kings ; 
I pen it here as a dark memorial 

Of how much woe thoughtless Folly brings. 

• Brffnt or Brtfnty. — The ancient kingdom of Brefncy comprised the 
prt^sent counties of Cavan and Leitrim, with i)ortions of Meath and of the 
burony of Carbury in the county of Sligo, as we are informed in the Annals 
of the Four Masters, at A.D. 125^, that Hv Briuin Brefnev (which was 
another name for it) cxtende I from Kells (in Meath) to DrumdifT (in the 
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B-F«piiA& (115 BneiFoe, A^uf b* beir^lij "DaIUi) Vonjuil. 
Bui CTionj&Aiij iD6f» AisefeAO boib, *5ur A n 1" B|ieFU(i 

bariiny ot Carbury, in Iha connty of Slign.) )6 bmuii) bitejFil*, ur Hy Brain 
Brufncy, was ao csUed from having Tjwn poBMSMd by the race of Druia or 
Brinn, who wna king ot Connaught in the fourth century. He was the aon of 
Eorbuidh MuighmoodliBn (or Eoby Mulmeodun), whu xsa Hanatob of IreJnnd 
from A.D. 368 to A.D. 566, and was of the race of Hercmon. Bon ol MUcaiua. 
BriKn bad twenty-four wiu, whoae posteritj possessed the greater part of 
Connuoght, anil WEie called the Hy Brioin, or race of Brian. Thi> following 
families were of the race ot Brian, — Iha O'Ckmnors, kings of Conoaoght ; the 
Mac DermotU, princes of Uoylnrg, Id lioKonunDn ; Mao Donoghs, Ijotds of 
flrerrill and Corran, in the county of Sligo; OTJaholyi and OTUaUeys, 
Lords in Golway and Mayo ; the O'Sonrkea, Idnga of Brefncy, and the O'Reillys 
ot CnTan. The O'Rourkea and O'ReQlya were descended from Aodh Fionn, 
or Hugh the Fair, the personage, it seems, who Is meDtioned in this work, and 
they vcrc on that account designated Ctana-AodAa-Fiim, or the posterity ot 
Hugh the Fair. This Hugh wsa King of Connaught in the licginning ot the 
seventh century, and died A.D. 611. He was buried al Fenagh, in the coanty 
of Leinim. In the tenth century the kingdom of Brefuej was divided Into 
two principalities, called Brcfncy O'Rourke, or West Brofney, which comprised 
tlie present county of Lclttlm, with the barony of Tullaghagh and part of the 
bniony ot TuliHgbonoha ; and Biefney O'Reiilyi or East Bretney, which com* 
prised the reuinindpr of the county of Cavan, the river at Ballj-conncll being 
the boundary between the two Brefneya. The entire of Brofney oripnally 
formed port of the kingdom of C^noaught, but in the rdgn of Elizabeth it was 
formed into the cQuntJas ot Cavan and Lstrim, when Cavan was added to the 
province of Ulster. The O'Kourkes took their family name from Roarc, prince 
of Bretney in the tenth century. The O'Rourkes often contended with iho 
O'Ciuinors for the sovarelgnty of Connaught, and it is stated that one of them, 
named Fergal O'liourke, in the tsnth century, becamo king of (bat province, 
aad reigned from A-D. 9C0 lo A.D. 961, when be was killed in a battle with 
tbe men of Meilh. It is slated in tbe Annals ot the Four Masters at the year 
1562 that Ibe rule of O'Boiirke extended at one lime as king of Brefney from 
Caiadh, in the territory of Hy Many (or ©'Kelly's country in Galway and 
Roscommon) lo Bundroos on the borden of Leitrlm and Dooegal, end from 
Granard In Teffla, in the county of Longford, lo the strand of EotbaiUe, in the 
barony of Tlrerrill. near Ballyaadare, in the CDoaly of Sligo. This waold go 
to prove that they levied tribute over the counties of Cavan and Lcitrim. ■o'l 
large portions of the counties of Roscommon and Sligo. In latter limes Ibp 
O'Romkes had ihcir chiefs castles nt Dromshaire, Leilrini, CnrricknUcn, .nnd 
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It was at that very period and time that Eoliy the chief 
Profeaaor was staying with the king of Brefney. and thia 
WAB Dalian Forguil.' He was accompanied hy a numeroiis 



CwUecoi, Md tbey muDUlncd Ibar icdependtnce, u prince* ol West BnSnej, 
down to iho iKiga ot James I-^ and had considerable pwaesdaris eren until the 
Crommlliiui mrs, when Lhiir esmtca irere conflscslcd. Several of the 
0'ttaiuh«» have been dialingniihed in the militar}' service □! foreign staWs, a* 
Ciiuat Owen O'Raurke, of tite Aiutriaa cervise, nnda the Empren Maria 
Ttureu ; Count John O'Rourke, who Krred u ■ commander in the ormiei ol 
Fiance, Raitia, and Poland, belireen the yean 1T63 and 1780 -, nm) his bro- 
Iher Count OKourke, whu was > colonel of cavalry in the Amtrian Mrrice, 
at the same time, and naa married to ■ niece of Field Uaraha] De Lacy. 
There waa lot^y a Cotmt O'Roiirfcc b the military lervice of BoHla- The 
kingdom of Brefney woa generally called by the old English Krilers The Brth- 
.—ComtOan'i Amnlt of Ae Four Matden. 

< DAU.AM FoBoriL. O'BdIly, in hia account uf Ibe Irish Wrilera, in the 
Tratuaetiona of the Ibemo-Cvllie Society, gives the (oUoiring account of 
Dalian Forgaill ; — 

" A.D. 696. About this period floumbed KixiHAinn Eigrat^ (Iht inM) or 

I EociuiDIi Dalian, or Daij-ak For^aill, by which latter name he is generally 

I eilleU. Ue was a liisciple of 3t. Columb CiUe. and attctlded him at the great 

I aieemljly of Dromceal, convened Uy Anilb, son of Ainmiroach, monarch of 

1, A.D. fiSS. DaUan vrole a life of hia maatei, and the Amhra Colom 

^ ChiUe, or ele^ac TCraes in praise of St. Columb. by vbich it oppeara he stir- 

rived that Sunt, wllo, we are told, died on Whit-Sunday, tlie 9th of Jnne, 

A,D. 5D2, according to the Fonr Maaters, or A.D. 597, according to Tlgerueoh. 

Several imperfect copies of the Amhra, written on vellam, are in varlou* luodii. 

Otte copy ia ia hfanh'a library, another in the libtaiy of Trinity College, ono- 

n the collection of William Honck Mawn, Esq., and another, written in 

I 1613, ia in (he coUectian of the Aasiatont Secretary, tiha baa aUo a perfect 

y, written on papei. which was once the property of Cncoigciicbe OXIory, 

I of the peno&s employed In the cumpilation of the Annali of the Font 

Uaalcrf- The R^wcel, or preliminary discourte, prefixed to this unci, ahem 

and place in which it was written. It bcgina : — " loc« eoi( elatiroitfT 

DituimnKhe-»i:A h| ctiijct Ciaoacca 5l|Dni Seintrn, an ir *»"» Bo tionafi n 

ffiOT*»t' Opumo Cecto. )q wroren, ("vrtlto i aimren aeoo njAc aiun>e|ta^ 

ni b^iuitia inaepqAb II) n)6nt>Ml. Ro bacuri ctui citi nis' »ec n bCntiqn ID 

KMi rm> '"^"r Scb Ton cttc ni tiib. itt nixir m nli^ t Sloe iqac Stiirbmis nA 

ne«tl, ic," The phice of thii tract is tiramceat. in the north, h) Cisnaclita 
of Glenn Geivin, tor it wai tliere the great auembly n[ Dromceat waa held. 
[Dromceal, near Dnuoachose in the connly ol Derry,] lu lime, moreorei. 




beifir fiA 't)AllAii, ^ori boipftni *3ur Ho CAftur "Ainj a 
'Db-'*ll*io, *ii r^- N| I)|w5Da6 rin, Aji 'DaIUd. ah ir mdn 
m'oi)6|ii A i)-?llbA(if *3iir * Saxa]!) A-tir * m-BfiPACAin 
A^ur A ppAiTjc. oji Aca oUAmi)*cc 5AC irjijc b|b r[i) A3A11J. 
OlrteAb, An 3eo FloW". »»> be||nr»)-( ton)apfA6 ,^ac fTJ 
■*o"r S*c (lO-pUic bib r)i) mle bine, oji |u cAi) cei;5iri aji 
tiiAjiic oLUiijfACCA * 5-cpioc*|& c|AijA coiti)C|^f*rA. |n 
CAI) ceAfbAijeAf b3 ua|c cuimmri bo ida Ij[oi;aO cu;5Ab. 
Ajiif" Aij cAn A ceAr&A|T;eAf ctiuifee ua|c cunnrnn cjiuS |ha 
iPijAb; Ajuf *i) CAI) ceArbAigeAr p|D3ii) UA|c cuijiitin 
PIO510 ID* bloijAft, (oijAf 50 b-puijiri bo cfio6, ftsur ^^ 
cotjAC, Ajur b-lonnJAr lonjlii) TioiijAb. CjiSab ai) pic fa 

t)-AbllAI>|ri V]V> A fl5^ AP 't'Allit). |oitlO|l|lO, ol At) H15- 

Ba cottA buicri 41) cf bo b&A& cojvnor p(iiomr* -'■ PI5 0|fi- 
.-^IaIIa. 5AC o|li> b'(ATniFA& pAir* f''F''5*ll uaS*. N| V'M' 
*t5i. A|i 'TiaIUt), a ij-f^cmuy a pl.\ic|urA tji dac c|biiA6 
ftAtnrA, 21c« uiflopito. A)i %e& FiDt). C|6 erem ? All 1)i. 
lAi). SqAC pujl AI3I ; 'Du|b5ill* a Ainto, AjUf if le|r t'o 
3ABrori7 oeApc niAit), Ajiif ir le|r 5*''''r FOf. AST f'" t""" 
fAii) c\\]oc i)-0ift5|AU* cotjA bimlib, Ajur 01 c|litiA6 bi 

n bj. Ni b«ccii|DSi FiKicir riu. aii 'DaIUtj, Asur »* 

wi> the titae ol Aedh (Hugh) son of Alnrnvracli, monareh of In-Jsnd. who 
IwJd Ihii BMenil.ly. There were ntsu tUirltcn kings of Irelnnd b1 ihb lime, 
and AeOli (lliib*) was thi; nmne ol eiich of ihciii, as sfliil ihe puet- Aeiih. 
«mi of Ainwnavh of bnttlea, Ac" Tiie AuihrK b«giiu, "DgA biA M nU5Ar 
no e|«T in* SWir." 

H« d1h> wrote Ibe AjiAn SioKoin, or Eli!(;y on the death of Saint SMmn 
(o( IniB-rathii, pktnm Sitint of Iho county Cliu-e) bqfini^g, " Sei)Ai) roen, 
TI» Acotn." " Soblo Seanun, petedvl iMhei," A copy o( thia po«m i» in the 
culIecCioD 111 the Ajuistiint Secrelarj', utd it and the Amhra Coltim Cille are in 
Ihe It«arU I'gui, or PeniAn diilecl of the Irub, ucompanied I17 a gloM. Iliere 
u a copy of annlhor porra of Dnllan Furgaill'a in tlie Stubrlght roilectinn i>( 
nunuKripta in the Libtarr of Trinity Collreo, brginning, "Pmfi 5111^ nub 
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professional body, and the quarter he liked best was Brefney , 
for numerous were its flocks and cattle herds. 

It happened that the king of Brefney was one night in 
his I'estive chamber, and he said to Dalian : — " Thou hast 
great honour and privilege from me." " That is not to be 
wondered at," said Dalian, " for great is my honour in 
Alban (Scotland), in Saxonland, in Britain, (perhaps Wales) 
and in France,^ because I hold the chief professorship of all 
those^ countries." *' Notwithstanding all that," said Hugh 
the Fair, /* I give you more than all those kings and noble 
chiefs together, for whenever thou goest on a professional 
visit into distant foreign countries, and if thou shouldst 
Jose a cow I send you a cow in its place, and if thou shouldst 
lose goods I send you goods instead of them, and if thou 
losest'a penny I put a penny in its place, in order that thou 
maypst find thy cattle, goods, and wealth whole on thy 
return." '* Why sayest thou this, king?" says Dalian. 
** For this reason," said the king, ** that thou shouldst ob- 
tain whatever thou wouldst ask irom that person whom thou 
honourest as much as me, and that is the king of Oirgiall." 
** Ue has nothing," says Dalian, "excepting his sovereignty, 
that he would not give me." '* He has, surely," says 
Hugh the Fair. ** What is that ?" asked Dalian. " A shield 
which he has ; its name is Duv-Qilla, and by it he has hi- 
therto gained sway and will ever gain it, and by it he has 
defended the territory of Oirgiall and its borders, and he 
would not give it to thee." *' That is not the request of a 
truly learned man, and if it were I would ask it." " I will 

AiTin) T)A]n»" " Upon the arms of Duach Dabh, king of Oirgialla.*' From 
this it api>ear3 that the shaft of Duach's spear was made of the eo Roff a, or 
yew of Koss. It is probable many more of the works of Dalian are extant, 
although they have not come within our knowledge." See also Colgans Acta 
Siuxctcruiii^ p. 203. 

> Gaul received the name of France on ita conquest by the Franks about 
A. I). 450. 




rtiAb eA6 &o lAiiFAiii&ci lj|- "tJo bfeApf* log bu|cr( a|i 6ul 
b4 I))*nti4i&, aji ffleS }?]i)n. .1. c6*b b* jACCnub. HA5*cr« 
)Sa l)i«]iftAi&, Aji ■DaIUi}, Ajuf njiTtjA v*3*f bl Ae|i(:Al> jii 

©n'SlT 'DaIUd 5H tijoc A5iir jAbrAii a e]C 06, Ajuf puc 
loir A cpi ijAeijbAifi ollAri)Ai) CO &ui>Ab mj OipjiaUa. Oc 
cuaIajS IP PI DaII&i) bo bo|c pop ni F*icci, tAitjlc CU151, 
Asu)- cu^ teopA P65 b6, A5ur bo cujii |:A)lce (([a a oUatd- 

MU\h, A^Uf (lobl'tJAlpCA&'DAUjlll inu bUI)A&. M] Alpirfl'i 

Ap '0«ll!ip, CO peArorn 10 puigbeA Am ACcbuiPSeAb- Cp&AC 
|i)&ccl)U|rj3eAb? ol ^ij pj. "Do fcjAcbr*. *I' 't>AUim .1. 
•tJiilbsilU. N| b*cl)CH]u3eAb pipoicir nu> "^ I" PI- *3"r 
Ha tijAb eAb bo ^ebcofA. T^iicurr* buAi) cu5Acr* Oa cinij, 
Ap "DaUm). 3t)Aic leAnjfA 60 6ua(> beifceAcc, ol |i) p|. 
Ro 5Ab cpAc Ai) buAij AtbU|6 r"* ;— 

2t eApp Aba A 3e&, 
21 bA)3 bAijA bii)p ; 

21 roAic njAii ri)U|p iboip, 

CoijA ciiip):e trop cul ; 
CoijA 3-cu[pFe pop 5-cul, 
2le6ri)ic 't)H*|c bu[b; 

Jr njAJC rnSp A tbAO|T)i 

5ao AO|p ir 3A0 oil; 
21 3PIA1) bAjtle A peAijij, 
)f AcuAcrtiAti leArtj; 
21 clip T?^cill Fioiji), 
Cot) ciIfcaiij a fiAp. 



Jr mAic Ai; bai) rii>, Aip A17 P13, 5]6b6 cu,3f:eA6 &. Jr 
Flop 6uicr) ri''. AII' t)AUio, A3ur siSbe bo 5016 ap j:o\i- 
&eAp5A6 File, if bo p&ip ,r c^IP a rijinTusAfe. Ap r&; A3ur 
6'r njeire bo piprjc *ij buAp ||- ipG njjpeocAr 6. " 21 sAp 




Bwward you for ^iu^ to ask il," said Hugh liie Fair, viz., 
one hundred of each kind of cattle." " I will go to ask it," 
eaid Dalian, " and if I shall not obtain it, I will satirize tLe 
king of Oirgiall." They passed over that night. 

Dalian arose early, and his steeds were got ready for 
him, and he took along with him his thrice nine Professors 
to the Dun of the king of Oirgiall. When the king was 
informed that Dalian was on the lawn, he came forth to 
meet him and gave him tliree kisses. In like manner ho 
welcomed his accompanying professors, after which Dalian 
was boroe into the fortress. " I will not stay," says Dalian, 
" till I know whether I shall obtain my request." " What 
is the request?" asked the king. "Thy shield," replied 
Dalian, " namely DoT-Gilla." " That is not the request of 
a truly learned man," said the king, " and if it were thoa 
shouldet obtain it." " 1 have brought you a poem for it," 
eaid Dalian. " I would like to hear your poem," said the 
king. He then recited the poem as follows : — 

A hero of fortune (art thou) Hugh 

Thou daring, determined foe (or venom). 

Thy goodness as the great ocean ; 

Thou canst not be subdued. 

Thou canst not be impeded, 

Hugh, son of Duach the Dark. 

Good and great is his substance. 

Without censure, and without reproach. 

Thou sun after leaving its stars 

Which is awful to me. 

Thou wliite chess-board 

We will return, hero. 

" That is a good poem," says the king, " whoever could 

llinderstaiid it." " That is true for you," says Dalian, " and 

■whosoever composes a poetic remonstrance, it is he himself 

irho ought to explain it ; and as it was J that composed it, 



16 

<^3^ 2lo&," A bubAi|tc t^jtioc, .i. cufA eA|i|tA 5A]f5i6e A5Uf 
e|T)5i)]0rt)A 6i|tioi)o. "21 6a]3 &Aoa 6u]ft/' a bubA]|tc 
fTftjOc .1. b3i]3 ^f A]OTi) bo t)e]n), A3Uf ]f bai)A tfe]b bo i)e]rb- 

n .1. bo t3]AC, A 3-CAC T)0 A 3-CO?t)lAt)0» *' 21 Tt)A]C TI)U|t 

fi)U]fi Tb6]|i" .1. bA ti)a6 leAc Ti?A]ceAf i)a Ti7A|tA bo bA|l^eA 
be bo ACf e]Cf] A3uf eAlAbAi). " 21 3|t]Ai) bA]cle a jieAoij," 
.1. fi) 3|tiAi) cA|teif A |teAt)i) b'fAcb^]l a f] X]r) uA]|t ^f 
freA|i|t A be Alb, A5uf i)] 1^eA|t|t a be Alb ]i)a bo 6eAlbfA. 
** 21 cl^jt ^|cceAll f]i)i)" .1. bA rt)-beAb]f .u]]. fo^|ti)e f]ccle 
oc Aep bu]pe, i)] bub ^e]|i|ibe bo be ^3»*r 3^0 cUi|t ai3i. 

)r CUf A Cl^fl C0cbui3C( A5Uf C0I)3TbAlA b-feAfl 1)-fe]|t|OI)0i 

)f rt)AlC f |t), A|t |tl 0]|t5]All, A3Uf bo bfeAHf A C|tU]6 A3Uf 
CeAC|tAibA C]1)l). 'CAbAlJl bA l)-3AbcU|t UA]C, A|l DaU^p 

A3uf bo |toi)Uf fA buAi) el] n^olcA boi) tc|Ac, .i. : — 

21 2le6 fui6ce]|ii) fe]3, 
Cot) fel5A bo fc]At, 
Reb coiji) A |teApT), 
CeAiji) A|i c|teAb V^l^ cft]Ac. 
BeA|turr)i}e a cftuc beAi), 
'CAjt 3AC \:]i)r) f ftuc t:|Al. 

2t)o6 C]t) C1)UC cop CfljAC, 

2t)u fC]Ac fceo A fC]AC ; 
ScjAc b|ieAC b]AccA b|tAi;, 
3ef]& bA6b b]A bftuAC. 
Sc]AC con^Abbul CAen), 
2lcA A5 2le6 njAC Duac; 
BcA|tn)A]c o njAC 4)uac, 
Be i)-bulA |:o|i ca], 
Sc]Ac corpAbbul CAeii) 
<DArp o 2le6 A|i rpA]. 
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it is I that will interpret it." ' A liero of fortune art thou 
Hugh/ I have addressed to thee, that is, thou art the 
hero of valour and of singular deeds of (the men of) Ireland. 
' Thou venom, daring and firm,' I addressed to thee, that is 
Daigh is a name iov poison^ and daringly enters thy venom, 
namely thy shield, into battle and conflict. 'Thou good- 
ness as the great ocean/ that is to say that if the wealth of 
the ocean belonged to thee thou wouldst distribute it amongst 
the professors of arts and sciences. ' Thoirtiun after (leaving) 
its stars,' that is, the sun after leaving its stars is the time 
its figure appears best, and its figure is not better than your 
figure. ' Thou white chess-board,' that is, if any person 
should have seven sets of chess-igen they would be of no 
use to him if wanting a board. Thou art the board mr the 
support and protection of the men of Ireland, &c." 

" That is good," said the king, " and I will give money 
and cattle for it." '' Give it if it he taken from thee," says 
Dalian, " and I have composed another poem for the shield 
as follows : — 

Hugh, generous and worthy, 

Chasing is thy shield 

A« the wave which funs its couree ; 

Thou art head of our tribes and chiefs, 
r We will convey thy mighty fame 

Beyond every clear and productive stream. 

Honour, without envy, to the prince. 

My magniQcent shield is his shield ; 

A speckled sliield, the feeder of ravens, 

Wards otf the foe from his borders. 

Surprising and beautiful shield 

Is with Hugh the son of Duach ; 

We will bear it away from the son of Duach 

Ere we should depart in sorrow ; 

A surprizing and beautiful shield 

Will be given to me by Hugh for praise. 



I 
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Jy n)^]t ]r) buAi) fO|o, a ObAlUji), A|t 2le6, ^suf |i) i;] if 
cuBa]6 |t|A .1. 6[t A3uf Ai|i5eAc, feo]c Ajuf njA^ije, bo 3eb- 

fC|<\c bo |ioi)uf Ti>u 6uAi); A3uf bo |toouf ^ouf buAp ol| 
boi) fC|Ac .1. : — 

t>tt]b3tollA bu bd Ti)A]n eo f ftA|fe, 

K]pp r^ofge ro^ire ; 

t>o 66ap buA]p b'f (OfA A5A]f)t7e, 
<D'2lo6 bo c]Ooi; lA|?t)e 3lA]fe. 

L^i; 1JAC ]Oi)i)A0 A3 b]AblAf a6, 
2li) b|0|t cuIa]I)») bAiji c|tAobA]b; 
Be]b u]le |!0|t luA]rDpeA6, 
Fl^^IS ^ 3-corpA ^0|t frAob|iA3. 

6AbAC 3t)^ic Alft A cofip, 1)1 3Alb, 
So^cAb 1)0 f n^ice cfiori), 

'CiaJ IDAjl CA|lb A]|l |tAlC b|tA]C, 
2l||t 1)A tlA]C A]|t 1)A f A]Ce. 

3ap clo|6eATi7 3A1) |iuii)i)e, 
Oyx)^ 3A0ice 30 i)-btt|be bftuiooe, 
Bu]i)e bA|t fe(oc 3^]! 2lo6 bu]lle bu|be. 

jf njAic ^1) buAt? tO]i), A Ob^Ua^p, A|t 2le&, A3Uf ceAi)6c- 
ACf A CO ri)Aic bl b'dfi A3uf b'A||t3eAc ; bo b^A|tA f of c§Ab 
bA 3AC C|iu6 bA c|t?b. jf n)A]c f]i), A|i t>All^t?i 3|6eA6 
V] bubA]|tc bu]i)] bA bfel b'6|t i)a b'A]|t3eAC ija 60 ffeAbu|b 

• In the Book of Mac Carthy Riach, from mrhich the original Irish has been 
copied, there is only the first line of this poem given, viz. ^* t>U]55]llA bu bji 
ii)A]f I, ic." " Duvgilla that is more beautiful, &c" In a more modern copy 
of the work, this poem is so much corrupted, that it has not been deemed 
worthy of publication. The copy in Hardiman s Irish Minstrelsy, vol. II., p. 
190, b barely preferable, and is given here, as also the poetic rendering in that 
work, which may be more acceptable to the reader than any literal translation 
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*' That is a good poem, iJallan," said Uugli, " and 
whatever is meet, viz , gold, silver, jewels and substance, 
thou shalt have them from me." ** I will not have them," 
said Dalian, " because it was for the shield I composed my 
poem, and I have composed another poem, also for the 
shield, viz. :" — 

Bright as the speckled salmon of the wave !* 
Dubh-Ghiolla! panic of the banded brave ; 
With thee would I combine in deathless praise, 
Proud Aodh, whose arm of might thy burthen sways. 

Fenced with its thorny mail the holly stands — 
So round the prince the guardian shield expands : 
The bull's strong hide the needle's point defies — 
Thus vainly round him baffled ranks arise : 

That shield at once his panoply and blade, 
He scorns the spear, the falchion's feebler aid. 

As chafing storms too long in durance pent 
Sweep through the forest, finding sudden vent ; 
Such is the voice of Aodh, when with his shield 
Compassed, he stands bright terror of the field. 

"That is a good poem, Dalian," said Hugh, " and I 
will give good payment for it of gold and silver; I will, 
moreover give a hundred of each flock for it." ''That is 
very good," said Dalian, '* however nought of all the gold, 

which the writer could give of it. The English ver.^ion is by Henry Grattan 
Curran, from a literal translation by James Scurry, Esq. one of the best Irish 
scholars of his time, and whose premature death was a serious loss to Iri.Hh 
literature. It may be observed that, according to the original poem of Dalliin 
given in the Introduction, he did not allude to a *peckl:d galmon. It was tlie 
eo ttofA, or the magic yew tree of Koss (perhaps Rush) that he had in view, 
the shield of Hugh being made of the wood of that tree. 
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]t) bon)^]t), V] JcbACfA uA]b Acc ]t) fC]Ar. N| cjbAftfA |i) 
fC|Ac bujc, A|t 2lo8. ^ofip^rfA cufA, A]t IDaU^i;. T^iftCA 
A5uf TP]fibu]l| |i|3 t;]me A5uf cAlrijApA uAirtjp ac A3A]6 
boit) f AefiA6 A5Uf* bort) ai)acuI o|tc. 2l5Uf ]p cun)Aii) leAc, 
A <DbAlUit), A|i 2le6, ]r) cAt) bo fionr^c t)Aei?t) B||ieAi)t) cp- 
bAC CAbftuinrj^SUf r|bf| 2lef elA6Ar; 6]|teAi}t;, '^]he Acu^bn 
bo ;5oi)Ab AefiA 30 beco||i bu]i)o> cftf bolsA A]C]f] b'^^f A]|t ; 
A3uf bA n)A6 f]i)i;e bo co|ll|:eA6 A5uf f fbf | bA beo<^tb 5U 
c6]|t, 10 OffieAb ceAbi)A b'^^f o]ft]i)i)e ; A3uf ]f ^ac da 
i)^o]n) X]^ Colurt) C|lle njAC 'peibl]ii); C]A|taf) CIuaija; 

' Columhkille was son of Feilimid, who was grandson of Niall of the llostii^i-, 
hy Aethena, daughter of Macanava, who was of a princely family in Leinster. 
According to the most probable accounts, Columbkille was born A. I). 5-1, at 
Gartan, in the barony of Kilmacrcnan, county of Donegal. His first name 
was CriuitJinn, which, by reason of his dove-like simi>licity ami innocence of 
lif<.', was afterwards changed into Colmn, i.e. Cohimba^ to which was added in 
the course of time CUh\ or of the church, on account of tiie number of mon- 
asteries and churches which he founded, and by which he has been distinguished 
from other saints of the same name. It is stated that his tutor was St. 
Molaise, patron of Devinish, Inish Murray, and other places, and also that he 
studied under Finnian of Magh-bile or Moville in the county of Down. In 
the 2oth year of his age he founded a monabtery, A.D. 54G, on a pleasant 
eminencL' covered with oaks, called Dolre-Caljnkh^ or the oak grove of Calgach, 
near Lough FovU- to the west, and whence is derived the name of the citv of 
Derry. About the year .'50 he erected a monastery at Dair-mafflt, oak-H< Id, 
now Durrow in the King s County ; he also foundeil the Monastery of Kells, 
in Meath, about the 3'ear 552. The Hook of Columbkille, containing a copy 
of the Gospels, said to have been written by him, and now in the Library of 
Trinity College, Dublin, is more generally known as the Book of Kclls, as 
having been deposited in the monastery of that place. It is the oldest MS. in 
Ireland, and the writing and illuminated letters are so exceetlingly beautiful 
thiit it was called '' The Book of the Angel," from a tradition which stated 
that it was wTitten by an Angel. The Book of Durrow is also deposited in the 
same Library, and its writing is an eh'g.mt specimen of the caligrai>hy of the 
j'ge to which it is ascribed. Several monasteries which are said to have be<'n 
founded by hini, were only dedicated to him, before and after his death, by 
others ; and the abbots ami superi(»rs of those ecclesiastical establishments 
\\ere, in after times, designated as CiHwbs^ or 8Ucces.«*ors of Columha, The 
cause of his leaving Ireland was as follows: — Columba, hui)pening to be on a 
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the silver, and the jewels of the world, that have been ex- 
pressed by the mouth of man, will I accept from thee but 
the shield." " I will not give you the shield," said Hugh. 
'* I will satirize you," said Dalian. "The powers and mi- 
racles of the king of Ueaven and earth be on my side to 
save and protect me against thee I And dost thou remem- 
ber, Dalian," said Hugh, *' that when the saints of Erin 
made peace between us (the kings) and you the bards of 
Erin, it was agreed that whosoever of you should compose 
a satire on us unjustly, three blotches of reproach should 
grow upon him ; and if we should deserve it and that you 
should compose it justly, the same number should grow 
upon us ; and the following are (the names of) the saints : — 
( /olumbkill, son of Feidlim ;' Kieran of Cluain ; Kieran the 

visit with St. Finnian of Moville, borrowed from him a MS. of some part of 
the holy Scriptures (supposed to be the Psalms of David), which he immediately 
set about transcribing, unknown to Finnian. When he liad nearly tinished 
his copy of it, Finnian, being apprised of the business, was highly displeased 
at his conduct, and told him that he ought not to have transcribed a book, 
his property, without his permission. Next he insisted on getting up this 
copy f r(tm Columba, maintaining that he had a right to it, inasmuch as it was 
the offspring of his manuscript. To this strange plea Columba replied, that 
he would leave the matter to the arbitration of Dcrmot, the monarch of Ireland, 
who, on the case being laid before him, decided in favour of Finnian in these 
words le 5AC bo]t) a bo]T)fo, A5ur le 5Ac le^^bAft a leAhix^xv^ i-e. Duadus est 
matris^ libri suns esfo Uhellus (see Colgan's Triadis, p. 409). Columba, irritated 
at this unjust sentence, and also on account of Dermot having put to death 
Curnnn, son of Aldus, King of Connaught, who was under the Saint's pro- 
tection, applied to his relatives the Kinnel Ctmnell and Kiunel Owen (after- 
wards the O'Donnells of Donegal and the O'Neills of TjTone), and by thoir 
encouragement and that of Aidus, King of Connaught, he challenged the 
monarch to battle. The engagement took place AD. 555, at a place called Cuil- 
Dreibhrte^ near the town of Sligo, while Finnian was praying for the success 
of the monarch's army on one side, and Columba was similarly employed on 
the other for that of his relatives and friends. Tlie place where Columba 
knelt to pray during the battle, is still known as 5u]6e ChoUfti) Cille. The 
writers state that the prayers of Columba l>eing more e(licaciou««. Derm »r*s 
army wa« totally defeate<l, three thousand of his men Imng si lin, and he 



Sc|i) CiA|iAi} Siijite ; ^\t)nci) CtuAoo, ljj|tA|tih; V|rJ^^'w 
iljiilje B|lc; ScAiiAC tijAC C4iC|ij ; RuA&ai) Locjia ; Bite*- 
DAIO B[0|iit«; Biie*t)Ain TD*c p|i)Olo5*; 2i)ucolinoc ijAoib- 

himself barfly mved his lite by fliybl. The inomiscript, whiih wai Ihn 
fUM ciiuite uf thU bitlle, hm ever unce bem callnd tb« CutAoc* or Battler, 
and «») alwsya omied lu ■ miill«ry enrign betoro tbe (orcai ol the O'Donoell* 
in battld, being miiBlilerin] to ensure victory. It iriu incloseil in a bnue box, 
>Dd it menticmed in the Annuls ul the Four Ma«ler» (<«e under the yeu 1497). 
It ii aaw the property of Blr Richard O'Donnul), Dart., vhu deporited il in the 
Museam of the Royal Irioh Academy, where i( may at present l» aeco. 

il b stated that it vu on account at this liatlle Ihal Coluniba was obliged 
to leave Ireland and go on a iiiigrlmage to Scutland by command of Si. 
Mcilaiic, bU tutor. Doctor Lanigan, bowever, Gnda a higber motive in his 
wal tor Ibe converaion of ibo Northern Picta, who ntro atill in a state oC 
paganlnn, and fur the better inilmctioo of hia countrymen tbe Dairiadians. 
who were tetlled in Argyte and other adjacent tracts. According to Beverul 
atouunta, Columba oblaiued llie island of I or Hy, one of the Hobridea, from 
his relative ConoU, kioi; of the Albanian Scots, to form a aettiement, vrhere be 
arrived with twdve ol his disciples in the year JCa, and erected a monaSWry 
and cllureb In this Island, since known as the isliind uf lona. He was tliu 
ftmt Christian missionary thai appeared among the ricts, who were converterl 
liv him and his disciples, and be erected mnny cbuichea in Ihdr counrry. 
Iln the death of Cooail, Iting of the Albanian Scols. Coiumba inauguriiictl 
Aidan aa his sueces.ioi, to whom ho liecame much altnrhed, and it was chielly 
on his account, and tor the purpose of adjusting some differences between bim 
and Aidus King of Ireland, that he accompanied the Albanian king to Ireland, 
and attended the aasembiy of the slBtas general in A.U. 6Tt, at Orumcsat, the 
king mound called the llullagh in Roe park, near Newlownlemnviddy in the 
county of Dejry, according to Dr. Reeves's Vria Colombit, p. 37. On Iheir 
arrival they found the asiembly engaged npon a subject of no small Importanre. 
Aldus, the monarch of Ireland, and the majority of Che members, were so dis- 
satisfied with the privileged order of the anllqaariea and poets, that their 
siipprcssion and even baDiihrotnt was on the point of being decreed by tiie 
assembly. It was alleged that their numbers were become so gritat as to 1w 
oppressive lo the lungdom, and that their insolence bad become inloltTiitile, 
inasmnch, as, while they praised beyond mrasure such nobles aa paid ttiem 
well and pampcied Iliem, they rHifled and sliuied others mar« worthy, mi^rrly 
because they refused lo iruinpiy with their exorliilant demands tor reinuneralinn. 
Colnnba allowed that anch abuses should not be tolerated, but argued against 
the Intal alHdilJ'in ot the order, on the ground of its being in it^f a uwful 
Itlstiliilion. He was llaleil»d to ; and il was agre«<l, on bis mntion, that ihey 



senior, of Saigir ; Finneu of ClonarJ ; Finnen of Moy ville ; 
Seanagh son of Caitin ; Euadan of Lothra ; Brendan of 
Birr; Brendan eon of Finnlogba; the holy Mocholmoge; 

8hould be reduced to a limited number, proportionate with the various provinces 
and diiitricts, and that they should he bound to ob9er\'e certain 'regulations, 
which were then made, relative to their conduct and the duties they had to 
perform. This matter being disposed of, the claim of Aidan, king of the 
Albanian Scots, to the sovereignty of the territory of Dal-Riada (in Antrim), 
in right of his descent from Cairbre Riada (3rd century), an J its exemj>tion 
from tribute to the King of Ireland, was investigated. Columba himself 
declined adjucating upon those claims, but referred the decision to his disciple 
Colman, son of Comgellan, whose judgment in favour of Aedhan may be seen 
in Dr. Reeves's Life of St. Columba, p. 92, to which excellent work we may 
refer the reader, not only for full details, but also to an admirable summary 
of the events of this great Saint's life which will well repay the trouble of 
reference. 

(.'duraba died in the morning of Sunday, the 9th of June, A-D. 597, in the 
7Gth year of his age, at his monastery in lona. His death is thus recorded 
by the Four Masters, see Dr. 0'Donovan*s edition — " A-D. 592. Colum Cille, 
son of Feidhlimidh, apostle of Alba (Scotland), head of the piety of the most 
part of Ireland and Alba, [next] after Patrick, died in his own church in Hy, 
in Alba, after the thirty-fifth year of his pilgrimage, on Sunday night 
precisely, the ninth day of June. Seventy-seven years was his whole age when 
he resigned his spirit to heaven, as is said in this quatrain : 
Thre« years without light was Colum in his Duibh-regles (his church at Derry) ; 
He went to the angeb from his body, after seven years and seventy. 

Dalian Forgaill (a disciple of St, Columba, who wrote the, Amhra Cfioluira 
Cille in praise of that Saint) composed this on the death of Colum Cille. 

Ir leiser lesA saij ler, 
Ir &e6A|i rn)onA ne rii)UATrf 
Ir .\briAij ne cpuic 5AI) c6irf 
Sif)&o b^ir An ijAfisAin ^^n- 

Like the cure of a physician without light. 
Like the separation of marrow from the bone, 
IJke a song to a harp without the bass string. 
Are we after being deprived of our chief." 

St. Cioran (i>r Kiaran) contemporary of Columbkille, was called the son of 
the artificer (ii)*\c At) c-f Aoift). He was Abbot of Clonmacnoise, in the barony 
of Garrycastle, King's County, was bom in 516, and died on the ninth day 
of September, A.D. .'»49. He was esteemed one of the chief saints of Ireland. 

8t. Cioran of Saighir, now Serkieran parish, in the bnrony of IJallybritt, 
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c<\ ; Cort)5<\ll; IDaIu^ t)A]tie; C<\]llei) !)<xon)CA. Nf 
!)OA|tuic ]•]!) u]l| cufA u<\in)f I 5AI) c-<\efi^6, A5Uf i)| |:c||i|t&e 
loArt) b^e|tA6 mut)^ S^^J^^T* ^c f ]A&r)U]|*] 1)^ 61b, A5Uf bo 
j^Ah uc b]X]c : — 

21 2le6 n)]c 43ua]c 6u]b, 
21 ftuAC Aft t)Ac jtufb ; 
21 b|io3 t)A cuAC CA^i), 

21 Abb^ luAC lu^T). 

21 cAefi 3elcAi5 ^Uir, 
Su]6p]c cfie^bcA lu^i*, 

CA|i)bleo]|i b|iA]f ^ifibiqi*. 

King's County, died in the latter half of tlie 6th century, according to Dr. 
Lanigan. 

*S'^ Fintien of Cluain Iraird. He is mentioned in the Annals of the Four 
Matters thus — " A.I). 548. St. Finnen, Abbot of Cluain Eraird, tutor of the 
saintji of Ireland, died." Cluain Eraird or Clonard is in Meath, near the Bo}ne 

Finnen of Magh hile^ or plain of the tree. This was Finnen of Moville in 
the county of Down, who floiu-ished in the middle of the sixth century. He 
died in 579. 

Seanach Mac Cnitin, or the son of Caitin, whose death is recorded in the 
Annals of the Four Masters, A.D. 587. St. Seanach, Bishop of Cluain Iraird 
(now Clonard in the south west of the coimty of Meath), died. 

Ruadhun of Lothra. He was Abbot of Lothra, now I^orrha, in the barony 
of Lower Ormond, county of Tipperary, in the sixth century. Dermot Mac 
<>arroll, the monarch of Ireland, having taken prisoner and punished a brother 
or relative of Kuadhan, he laid a curse on Tara, and after the death of the 
monarch Dermot, in A.D. 565, no other king resided at Tara, The name 
Ruadhan may be derived from Ruadh^ red-haired, and an^ a diminutive parti- 
cle, or a term of respect or endearment. His Life is given by the Bollandists 
in the Acta Sanctorum at the 15th of April. 

lirenainn of Birr. The Four Ma.ster8 record his death in A.D. 671, in these 
words — " St. Breanainn, Abbot of Birra, died on the twenty-ninth day of 
November.'* 

Brtnainn, son of F\mth>fjha. Dr. Lanigan states that St. Brendan was born 
in the county of Kerry in the year 484, and died in the monastery of Enach- 
duin on the 16th of May in the year 577, and 93rd of his age. Yrom that 
place his remains were conveyed to Clonfert in the county of Galway, and 



CoTngall ; Diilim of Derry ; nml tlio holy Caillen," " All 
those will not save you from hmig sfttirized by me ; and it 
ia no Batisfoction to me to satirize you except I do so in 
your preaence" — and this ia what he said : — 

Hugh, aon of Duaeh the Dark,' 

Thou pool not permanent ; 

Thou pet of the mild cuckooa ; 

Thou quick chafferer of a blackbird ; 

Thou BOUT green berry : 
Swarms (of bees) will suck the herbs ; 
Thou green crop like fine clothes ; 
A candlestick without light ; 

ihwe Interred. He w«i patron of Ariletl Diorese <ii the cMunty of KBrry. 
In tha Annals ul the Fiiur Uuifis bi« deslb in recardeil in A.D. BT6, at 
toUowa — "St. Brenainn, Abbot of Uiuln-ferta-BrcnHinn, died on llie IGlh 
ofHiiy. He died at Ecnach-dnin (now AnDwluwn in the baionj of Clue, 
county Galniy,) and hie body «ai intcired at Cluain-ferta- Brenainn." It wu 
he vho perlomwd the marrelluna aeven yeiaa' voyage in search of the 
IHomined land. 

T/itkofy Munlmoc. It appcura that he itis Muchulmo); ol Dromoie In the 
county of Down. 

Cfiw/fiU. This waa Comf^all of Bangor, in the barony of ArdSr connty of 
Down. The Annolddtalcat A.D. fi63 — "The church of Bennchar waa founded 
liy Comgall of Beanachar." At A.D, 617. the ilea'Ji of Comhgall, a bishop, 
i* reoiided. 

I>alm of Vain, Being loo far away from the MS. wrarcM of infonnallon, 
■uch as the Book uf IxH^an, the Failire Aent;ui>, and the Calmdor hy the 
Four Mastera, I cannot determine who th[i saint was. St. Oalun of Giil 
Dalu* (now StUalut), alto called Mulua, funnded « monaalcry there in (be 
6lh eenlnry. Another iit the aame name founded a monaalsry at the foot of 
Sllcve Bluom in the Queen's County, and his death is recorded at A.D. 609, 

7^ holy CaiOm, or St. Cullau. Is luppoaed to have Imin Caihm nr Coelao, 
Abbot of Antrim and Bishop ol Uown. who lived about A.D. S40. 

■ An the king of Olrgiall cnnfesMd his total ignorance to Dalian id the 
meaning of this [loein, it can scarcely be expected (hat. altur the lapeeof twelve 
hundrol ypar*. any puriiun coulrl Lm found who would be able to Intnrpret it> 
H|icciilly as ihurr are some words in it which arc not to lie found in nor dicu- 
noaiiea. Dalian, howcvnt, lia\ ing himself givm an ciplinalion ol ■ portion 



21 banc beaii*% bc|ii), 
21 Ajjtbe lu bu[b OacjI, 

a Airibifte A aoi6. 

)r cii&ur Buinoi, Aji ?le6, DAC peAbAinAifioe )i) peAfift 
00 |if meAr* ri'l lU* )» ceAb buAtj bo iipjrjir. Ni bmSDArt 
Fe&Ii ljA|ct)en bA fA& rit), Ap ■tJdltiij, Ajur of njin bo 
jiltuje DA ljAe)tA Af n>e njjneocur lAC. 

" a 2le6 rb|c "Duaic biiib, a (iuac At» i)ac iiu|b." Jn«")i) 

riu *3"r lobiij r*nif*i'*. in uAinso s^ib fo cApc meji ajut 

fftlcjiAf ijeAC Aijij, rce|iH)|b a Urj Af *3ur iji C|C Utj el| 

AOU l)0 311 C|C II) Cll|l| Apir- JOADU J-Or) ASUr CUfA, AH 01 

pull bA lijfeAb iooIa6 bo 5ebA AjiAcicp* )t; c-ftiocAc cCAbijA 

of il, thnugh cviricntlj- nol > litpral nne, tlie ni-riWr bai ventiircii to manufac- 
ture an GD|;1ish vcraicm of Iliia satire, vhii:h he submits to the iodiilgent con- 
slderation of Irish scbolnis. 

■ T»a Dubh Dotl or Dora Dad, [bo FnrrBCnla Oleua, b a black aumt ol 
(he Etmit; vIbbb ; the meaning of ita name fa English is tba Siiui or the other 
DiriL In creepiii^ along, whenever it hears any nulee, it alvafu halta, rocka 
up lla tail anJ protmdes its sting, wbich ii similiu to tbst uf the bee. No 
reptile has been no much abhoned or dreaded b; the pcaaanby ol Ireland as 
the Z>nra Duel, as it is popularly bdieved thai this insect bolrayed to tbe Jews 
the way in ntuch our Lord went when they were in aearth of him, and thut 
whoeVCT killB It aevrn «□■ are taken ofT the »uul of liie ilayer. Tiey cmuiiliT 
its Hting III he very pnisoDOUB, it Dot mnrlat. and belivve that it i» poss»«]<l ol 
a deinoniae spirit, the emhary of Sulan or (be arcb Send bimtelt. L'nder 
this imjireadon, wbenever It la seen In a boUH they always destroy it by 
placing a eoal o[ fire over il, and, when burnt, the asbos are earetnlly nrept 
out. Tbe tire la conidderiKl the exterminating element of evil spiriti. It is 
never trodden on by the font aa a eommon lieette would he, dot i> it killed bj* 
a sUch, as it is supposed that tbe demoniac cesence would be conveyed to the 
hands and biHly thruugh tbe leather or the wood; it is tberefoie stoned to 
death. In the lleld, Ii turned up by Ibe spade, it may be despatched by that 
weapon, (be inm being u noncondaetur uf tbe infurnal essence. Many atoriea 
have been related of the Oatt tbif, and ajnong them the following: — There 
once flourished a young man of ordinary size and appearance in a secluded 
dislni-i, whoae faran as a greal rorn thresher a]iredd tar and wide, for be was 
liDDwn to thresh at much as sny hit men i-nidd arcompliih. Ue wsa there- 
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ThoQ cold wooJt'ii bout ; 
Tliou bark ibat will i^ive diesQliEfactio!! 
Thou disguBting black chafer ;' 
Tbou Wt more disgualing, Hugh. 

"We must confess," said Ilugh, "that we do not know 
whether that is better or worse than the first poein yoti 
composed." " No wonder for a man of your intellect to 
say 80," said Dalian, " and as it was I that composed the 
satires, it is I that will interpret tlicm. 

" Hugh, eon of Duach the Dai'k, ihou pool not per- 
manent;" that ia eqaivalont to a summer pool when it 
experiences a great drougiit and that persons trample in 
it ; its water entirely evaporates, and it is not replenished 
till the flood comes again ; you are similarly circumstanced, 
for no matter how highly you may be praised, the same 
hospitality shall nut possess you again in consequence of 

lore eagerly aought (or by »U the large fanners, wbo Tcmunemted faim accur Jiag 
Id Ibe quindty hs would thresh, which bionght bini in nn aiiirU revenue, 
Ihongh W the diasdvimtagp of olhcr laboiu-erB of the samp craft. In iho 
euiirse iif his peregrin»don» he happened to have been employed by a farmer 
who wished to send all his coin to market by a cettain day. Thit the Ihreibrr 
engaEed to have ready. ^VTiilsl employed in tho pcrfonnanee o( hii task, ha 
wiu watched by a village wge. who bod become cnriouE to see the oprrationa 
of this iincommon duraeter. He soon observed tbat it itaa not the man but 
the implement that did the work. lie thetefore took an opportunity by night, 
while the threeher slept, to examine hi« flail, and he discovered a peg stuck 
into the colplkq, or handle. This he eslracted, and lo his surprise and alarm 
out jumped the black Datl. A cuuncil of the vlllageii wu held nn the 
mnnow : tlio thresher was brought to acconnt, and obUgcd to confe^K ibat be 
had entered into a compnct with the Old Biry, wbo iii9lrui'l«d him to put thr 
Duel in hie flail. An amusing tlory about the Dad diiffi. mlitikingly said by 
the author to be of the coleopterous or beetle Irilw, is givm by the late Rev. 
Ciuur Olway io hfs " Sketches in Brris and Tyrawly,' p. \Ti, u relaled to 
him by onH of the peaaantry of that country. From tlie passage in DallaD'a 
]Hi«in it may be inferred that the •anio notion regarding the avil influence of 
the Dsel whirb hue come down lo our days nlso prevailed In DaUan'a time, 
aoti may probably have (ornied n part uf the troet* oJ Ibe CRplorfed llrnidiain. 



IDhiic Bo tt|Biri f^ir "* ii-*''|trA. " 21 bunj »* cuac caio-" 
Ji)Ai)i) i"Ot) A5ii[" peaca cu«c, ii[i ijj b| «ei;^ (jcaca ji* rtioAfA 
lUOAr- T^pciC|6 * ce|l<2AbtiA6 acc beaj, A5U|- tji pi.>A|t|i 
loireiroi" f"* Oeouri) cp^c el] itj* inrj 3eitt)iieA& ; Ajuf 

A|IA|l| |CA 1IA6 CO IJ-BeADAlJIJ ^1} elc bAI)Alc|tATJI)ur FI'IT' 
CobcAl) A Ainil), AJUf C(l|ri|6 r*'!') A ^1 P^IO "A&A, AJUf 

beacAijiS f^ &u i)« cuAjCe 51111)* b)i)5i)imA be. A^uf bi>|ti|^ 
|ij cuAC le be. ASiif tfi bAiiijrA le ]>) cobcai) x\f IPA 54c 
fei) ell. JoAD") fotj A5ur 00 ftAjlri A^uf ABf saIaisda &)tl- 
CAijo, p| bi cu|tbi)e ACu Aft rijAic bA n-beAHOujf CAneir t)a 

V-Aejlf A> " 2 Abb* tuAC lujTJ." )l}A01) ritj AJUf loij b'SipS) 

> " The auioii h ■ bird of migTalary haliiu, anmewhal tess thin ■ pigDoo. 
'baped like a magpie, aad ot a greyiab ciJuur. ll arrives in tbis eounlry 
early in Spring — but wbeie it reridcs in wfnln luu not been aacerlained. Iti 
note ii heaii] early ui later, a« the neaaan Menus mare or ^eu forward, and is a 
guide to Che husbindmaa nben to sow bis most useful seed." 

The cncluw'a naleia sweet thdugh uuifarm. It is regarded u ominous, and 
among the nmny assodntions affixed to it <n this couatry, is, that wUun 
first hiurd, in wlmtever quarter you are then louking to, in tbaC direFliun 
you are mialy to live the remainder oF tbe year, bat the distance is indefinite ; 
it may be a mile, or hundreds of tnilet in that direction, and tbere is always a 
large margiu allowed on either aide oC a lUreel line to verify tbe pre<lic<tion. 
There are other omens also Bsfribcd lo the note when But beard, aoch as hairs 
of various colours may be found under the sole of (he right foot of tbe hearer, 
from which (ulurc prosporlly or tbe rcrerw may be divined by akilfol sa^iw. 
We often »w perions takluBnll IbGnhoe to find this hair, ami if notdlscovereil 
lliere the stocking was also puUed off with great anxiety 10 seek this projjhuiii' 
indicator. It Is, therefore, very probable that llie cuckoo was a saured bird 
in the old pagan supereti^on. 

"The remalc makes do nest of her own — «he repairs for that purpose to tbe 
nest of BOme otiier bhil, generally tbe water-wagtail or bedge-sparrow, and 
baving devoured tbe ^ga of tbe owner, lays ber own in their place. Slie 
utiually lays hut one, which is speckled, and of tbe she of the blackbird's. 
This tbe fund foolish bird batcbea nilb great assiduity, and, when excluded, 
finds no difference hi ihe great ill-looking changeling from her own. To 
■uj^ily Ibis voracious CTcaluni, the credulous nurse lolls with unttsnal labour, 
no way «enMt>le thai sbe is feeding np an enemy to ber race, and one of the 
moat destrnctlve robbers of her future girogenv." 
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these aatirea. ' Thou captive of a tamed cuckoo;' tbat is 
equivalent to a pet of a cuckoo, for there cannot be in a 
house a worse pet than this. It eeaaea to sing except a 
little, and he will as soon do so in winter as at any other 
time. And aonic assert that another bird nurses for it ; 
its nanie ia Cobcan, and be puts away his own bird and 
feeds the cuckoo's bird till it ia able to provide for itaelf, 
when the cuckoo takes it away with ber, and ahe has no 
more regard for that Cobcan thiin she has for any other 
bird.' Similar to that is your case and of the learned 
professors of Erin, for they will not remember any good 
thou hast done alter these aatires. ' Thou quick ebaffering 
blackbird ;' that is equivalent to a blackbird which is roused 



bird, wboK jtmng, when hatrtbed, u« sufficimtty small to enable tbe ;oang 
cuckoo to master them, aad whoM food is most eongcniil with iti HBtare, U 
vaj mirprisingr. Thaa we (lod tbe j'ouiig tuckoo in Ch« oeel of tbe watfr- 
waguil and tbe bedge-eparroir, whose foung he contrives to eject (nim IUb 
□eat u soon as tbty aro hatcbed, as It woold be Impossible tor tbe old birds to 
•apply nourishment for tbe vorioioas cuckoo a^ well as for tlieic own juung 
once. I bod ao opportuaily oi witncseing, on one occaaion, that it required tbv 
united efforts of both the old birds (wagtails) from momiag to night lu 
■atiafy liis hanger ; and I never saw birds more indefatigiblc than Ihey were" 

"The cuckou, when fledgrd and dlLcd (ui Bight, IoUowb its supposed parent 
bnt for a Utile time ; ils appetiUs for insect food increasing, ai it finds tlo 
chance for a rappl}' in imilaliag its little Instructor, it parts good friends, the 
step-child seldom offering any violence to its nurse. Mevertbdeu, all tlie liitU' 
birds of tbe grove seem to consider the young cuckoo as an easmy, and avengv 
the causa of Ibdr kind by tbeir repealed insidls. All tbe emallet birds forni the 
liain of lis pBisners-, but the ll'ry-fui't, in psrlicuiar, is found the mwl active 
In tlio cbau, and Irora tbenee it has been called by many the cuckoo's allcnd- 
danl and provider." 

1'hiti evidenlly Is tbe bird sUuded lo by Dalian, aa the opinion amopg the 
Irish has been that be alwaya lollows the cuckou till she lays her egg, aod then 
halrhts and nurtum the young cuckoo. This bird is called by many the 
KlAtoS L e. the greyisb little (bird) and is mcniloaed by the aulhor of tbe 
anng, a TQUirifil 1* SnudlSO b^^ine, my fair-bsired little darling, in whic:h be 
compares bis attachment to his beloved as being oi|ual to that uf io ni't"^5 
Ai»|A|5 VA cuafM, or llie Kiaviige lidluiting lbs cuckou. 
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UbftAtji) m oi^i riij o 3Al)ttr casI* ije. jr *miA|& ri» 

Bujcrit tw clour b'^IoeAC Ace|if, *5ur bo bAe|i«ti cu ijj 
clujijpe ijCAC be cA|iejr o* t)-Ae|tro. "Sutftpjc C|t6ftbc4 
lu|r." JrjAnn Ajur T> bsAc. Ap ft* m-beA& oipi r«*cc 
U-eAC A ij-Aci) foijeAC o cujuceAjt pon ce|i7|6 6 ij| beijAijt) 
«cc bubftb eeir tJA ny-bcAC oa f"3*^' 

Lejc Af. A 'DIja11*||)i o\ |ij ji], ija ^eib rn'AotiA aid fia6- 
imiri 01 ir "16, A]! leicpeAc Af ftorj eAUSuin cu Aoo|r- 
Bu6 FipF op 'OaUaij; ^Abu^t tu'eACfiAiS Baid coij |iuc|3|di). 
•Do 3AbA& A u-e|c boib, ASiif rio itncijr^AC Af lo n)-bA]le 
AiiTAC, <DaIIai} coi>a ollAtijiAib. NeAfic 'Dd A^uf ija nAein 
uAimri Ai) biiji D-biA)§, ol 3ie6, ihaB ho 5neArA6A|it co 
becoin n)6. 

Nm C|AT) |l.\tJCACA[l OIJ bAll| |0 CAD A MlbA||IC 4)AUtkl> 

lie A oll*ri)i)U|^' 2i|- iij5i)a& leAitj, a|i fe, ]i) t)| a fte)lHi|b 
luce r«^Allc] DA r*^eU6AccAD( op ]y<i a b^Apuic, 51'' <^1* 
bo t)i t)A b^ff* CO bfcoip cu hjaS meirb| 60, a^u]- if 
bO|5 limtA ijAC bcApDAb p[Atfj Acjp bub ecopA Ajuf bu6 
AlDbltJciSi iDAic IJA bAJ-pA bo pirjijur p^in, A^ur jj- peipiibi 
bAiD Aijoir A D-bODAib, 0(1 bo bAfeur SAO e|i)ru|l A5 ceAcc 

bOIJ bA|ll AJUr ACA|C bA fujl tnA(Cl ACAITJ Awoir- 21 PI 

olU|ri), Ap ri*c, ir fOAii: It) rcpi lubiri. ast 'ji bupur* * 

cp«|bi>Arb- 2lr FIp be, Ap •DAltaij. ?t)AreA6, Ap ija 
boIUriji)*, jijFjir buinije Ap ij-eAjAp iri"J r')5l Jioibuc Ajuf 

Ab ^lAlS- 3CA1C, Ap re. ft* IJAeijbAp AClt|B pOlijAID, ASUf 

nAetjbup An) 6|A)5. I'M' &u|c, a J115 ollAfin, Ap flAC. N| 
peAbAp (D njAic DA b*ir'*'e lie. A|i ■CaIUij, op bo ijAjrciur 
njo coitjAipce Ap ColutD CiUo, djac T^ejlpn, luOcotnApcA 
pcrAtbAil b'^AJAll ftAiJ PlA rrj-biri ''B'T *^* F"I51'J'J coti)- 
ApCA buS iD^AOCA hAtij |t)A jiju b^fc bAll AC ceACc boD bAilj 

*s»r b* f«i^ *'''*'r ACATO, Ajur beipjjj 6*]iJ'jr*iSi ■"" ^131 
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by tLo apjiroaL-li uf fi person in tbe niglil. ; be gives a wliisile 
or cry of alarm, and he is silent for tbat night llirougb tbe 
terror that seizes him. Siaiilar to tJiat ia yonr case ; your 
hospitality has been heard of for off, but since you bavc 
been Batiriiied no one will hear of it in consetincoce of these 
satires. ' Tribes will aiick the herb ;' like to the bee, for if 
seven horse-loads .(of it) were put into one veaael upon 
tbe fire it only blackens after the beea have sucked it," 

"Bo done, Dalian," said ihe king, "do not satirize 
me any more in my presence, for I will now excuse you 
from further professional attendance." " I'll fake it for 
granted," says Dalian ; get my steeds ready that I may 
depart." Their steeds were brought to them, and (Dalian and 
his ollava) leave the place. " The might of God andthesainta 
pursue you if ye have wrongfully satirized me," said Hugh. 

They had not come far from the township when Dalian 
said to his professors: "It is a wonder to me," said be, 
" what the publishers of stories have related, for they assert 
tbat whosoever composes satires wrongfully it will bo worse 
for himself ; and I believe tbat never have been made satires 
more unjustly or wrongfully than the satires I myself have 
composed, and yet I am now the belter for ottering them, 
for I was without an eye on my coming to the place, and 1 
have two good eyes now." "0 chief professor," said they, 
"it is good news thou telleat, although it is not easy to 
believe it." " It is a fact," said Dalian, "If so," said 
tbe professors, '* tell us our order in tbe way before thee 
and after thee." " There are," said he, " twice nine of you 
before me, and nine of you after me." " True for you, 
chief profesaor," said they. " I know not if these be good 
signs," said Dalian, " for I had an assurance from 
Columbkille, the son of Feidhlim, lliat I should havo an ex- 
traordinary forewarning before my death, and what more 
wonderful sign eouhl 1 get than, being lilind on my coming 
to the town, and to have the uau of my two eyes now ? 





ijje. Ruc«6bA qj b^ JAf fl"' AST '"' &I 'W IJeACA|6 c|ij 
1* coi) o|6c|b, A3ur puAiji b&r lAjiuti). 

'CAl}CACd>)t ijA l)oU*inJ CO bAejtj )I)aO, A^iir bft bl*t ro * 
D-ftnmAorjA. 2t)Aol5cO|c rtjAC 'Fi|i5oboc, olUm aibAU; 
^ttriAccAi) itjAc OurcUiDt), olUrir BtieACATf; StiubcA)lls 

tflAC Sr)eAbCA[llo, ollAii) SaXAIJI NlAIDCAern, ollArb UIaJ3 ; 

<b*«l hu|le46, olUrii LAi5[tj ; OUrT)0|i, ipb fe|3irj ollAit) 
•DuArtburijAij ; 0)|ict)e 2t|ce«i»aiTj, oIlATt) 'CuAftiwninAr) ; 
S"'A(jc*t)oiceAr, File Ajiif PlilrijollAinCoijAcc. T^aijbacap 
i)A botUiri) CO bAC|ijiDAft, Ajur 110 F[AV|tAi3A& Acu C]A bA 
1) ftiojeAijcAj olUii) A DiijAb ObAlUju, T^aBuh maime ija 
clop] cucAioo, «n ri«c, .1. ?t)umeAow, iD3|i) CuAjn Cbu|l- 
l|6, bt'Aij •DaUciiij, Asuf jncl|A|t CAilljS .1. 5p«acc A5ur 

3llACC A5lir 5|IAW5A|C. ClICAb 00 A5ur 110 ^|Af|1Al6rAC 

6jb C)A bAfi c5(fi ollAin bo bepAttj. 21 nubAipc ?t)u[iieAi)t) ; 
Bo cuAtfi ribre FBACC |i|Aii] Ajt CLi*(pc oIlArijijAcrA a ij-BI- 

^L bAiij. A5ur t»o n*Fi'*T5!rri oo •DaIUu Atm riu sibe cAtj po 

^H Tjcbub re FCp) b^r. Ci* bA tj-b|U3eAtjcAi oUari) i)a jtjAb. 

^H 91cbp|ic rO[i) bA LMq|ieA6 ijcac a^i botifAT) itAijr) a t)-|i;Ab aij 

^P poiDu A^ur pociil A D-iDAb |ij FOCA|l bo FC]!), Af e SpaijcAd 

^1 r<'|UK|l<' fw ciitPFtfAb, ^^AAfCAfe, Afi i)A boll*[ib, bftAtjcAp 

^m olUiij cAjuDsipccAc bo SbeAt>cai) A^u]Dn, aji riAc, Ro 

^M bollAti)T)A|5eA6 SeAijcii) acu AMf) ri". »5"r * bubfiAbun 

H pir bill Of cini) <DaIUiii, A3ur mApbDAib bo feoijArij bo. 

^M 4)o cuA[& SeAtjcii) Ajiir Bo poiDDe jij ttjAiibr)A|6)-[ Asuf bo 

H S*b ar ciijo 'DaIUid t :— 

^^ I Staachait. In the Tranuctjons of Ib« IbcraD-Celtic Sacitty, at A.D. Gil, 

^m O'Edlly !('»«• "»■ ("ll'">'n8 i"i'> ".-count of this |k«[ or bard, " SSAnoiux 

^^L TonrKn lived In tba time thai Guiire the generoua « 

^H H« WNt« ■ poem o( twrnty-cfghi vorsea, beginning 'Ho Tic Fenjur lncT= 

^^H CACA,' ' Fcrgui fought twenty battle*.' Thii |ioeiii ia hiiUirkal, imd ^vei 

^^H in accoimt of thv lultleg »f Fergun, son vt liotu, and grao'lson of Roderich, 

^H tnonarch of Irettni, ftom A.M. 3tM^, until A.M. 3ti6-3, acvonliag to O'KU- 

^^M bAly'ii coni|iutation. A cop; of this poem u pruarrcd in the liook of L 

^^H M. 17. 2nd OoL ; and anulhifi copi; is in the puaaessioD of llie Aaeutanl Su- 

^^H «MUry. Ill Ungiiog* and mcaaurc aic aircng iirooli of itii *ntii|iiiiv.' 

^^H^ I bat( nut itifi'iniiiid llm naiiii.- ot anv i>f tlm iHirda or profutOT'i lierc UCD- 




refore take me to my Lome." They then took tim to 
his bouse, and he lived three days and three nighta, tSiese 
which he died. 

The professors asBembled together, and these were their 
names : — Maolgedic, eon of Firgoboc, Bard of Alban ; 
Arrachtan, son of Onsclann, Biuvl of Britain ; Srubcliaille, 
son of Sreabchaille, Bard of Saian; Niamchaemh, Bard of 
IHater ; Dael Duileadh, professor of Leinster ; Ollmhor, the 
arch sage of the professors of Desmond ; Oircne Aitearaain, 
professor of Thomonii ; (aiiJ) Seanchfin,' the learned Fileadh 
and chief Bw'd of Connaught. These bards having assem- 
bled together tliey debated amongst them as to whom they 
should appoint arch Bard in the place of Dalian. " Let 
the foater-mother of the literati be brought to us," said they, 
" namely, Muireana, daughter of Cuain-Cuilli, the wife of 
Dalian, together with tlie learned aged females, namely. 
Grug, Grag, and Grangait." They were convened accord- 
ingly, and they enquired of them who ought to be appointed 
chief Bard. Muireann said ; — "You formerly went on a 
professional visit to Alban, and 1 then asked Dalian that 
whensoever he himself would die, who should he appointed 
chief professor in his place. He then said that if any per- 
son in this world could substitute a stanza for a stanza and 
a word for a word of his own (coinpoaition), it is Seanchan, 
the aged poet, that can do so." "Well, then," said the 
professors, "let Seanchan be elected our prophetic chief 
professor." Whereupon Seanchan was then inauguraleti 
chief Bard by them ; and they desired him to go over Dalian 
and compose an Elegy for bira. Seanchan went and made 
this Elegy, and recited it over Dalian : — 

linned, rltha in rhe Aanilx or in O'Keilly'a accotml af Irish wdteri. O'Fli- 
h(Tty, in hit OgjgU, »ol. II. p. 77. stale* thit 8e»ni:h»n Torpejt. in the Hmr 
nf Guaireklnguf Connaaght. wai engaged, along wilh otheri wbote nimi'* 
hi bu given, in framing a work on the Brrhon Laws, entitled Celutiil Do- 
ll lh« wrllingl of thrir predMntwa. 
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Jtjn)A|i) COUP * O'CaiiCAin niij')! 
56*|» peAli C|ioti) bJi FeA|t fecpunj; 
fecfiort) cu||ip bi cpori) Fe*6niA. 
2t)6it cUdij 04]! bu cjseftpi)*. 

Cpj C*0|3|& ftUJIJI) A[l ACT) pif, 

tJ'feicrfb peAbbA fOfibAb FlTi 
■21)46 bA n)-b6inj|r IjU bu& I]*, 
T^dbluiii) WUA UA|6 6u[iJ0 5*c bjA. 

Uaii:j tejlcATJW VAC r«lC|c floijf 

T.ii|le ^AfiA RottjAip t'*l''> 
SatiiuiI |i)t)tl«AccA 'DAllain- 

5« lio|rci(> CA|» II) DSrifein U3Tt, 
•Do beAlb 't)|« h| 5r i)A bu|lib ; 
N) t>oic Pit] CUAI& i)A ceAf, 
C*fi 6oc4]6 pei6 fi] ejceAt- 

Ba bcA^DAib A <t)b& Diiijo. 

Ba bu*r*' !>* b^ipfpili; 

Cu cAjipAft cotjij bo b.\r b|l, 

Ucl bA b^^luiQo bA \)]x)iTi«.\n- 
21 t}ubtiACA|t ]u crionj&Aii> ^x]l] cu pO)b] a t^]i (rejij b'ol- 
Uri) ino ce bo itiuije ]o njAtibijAft rin- Jr *iit) rin p" 
piAFiiA|6r«*c 3A ci'iiscaS a ij-CsypiDTj a pAcbAif A|i ciir Ap 
cuA(pr olUriitjACCA, Ajuf biij jac ollAin bjb a;5 (AttiiAjft 
6uIa bA cuf^eAt^ peiij. 91 &ubA||ic S<?Ai)cfti) bA cdpA 6ii1a 
Ap Atour v> Cfi "Af b*^!*** *5"r 0*f blfSeAPSAfi unj 8p 
TTA un) itihA]T)eA6 p|Ari). C]a efe]n Ap cac ? 3')A]pe njAC 

■ ffuin Soc. The cucidg or wiUifall st BillrshuinoD. 

• Gaairt, Km of Colnaa, " ■ Iting of Coniuaght in tha «ev«nlh CTntnry, who 
li edebntcd for hia hMiNUUtr uid chu'Ity ; hence it puud bita > proverb, 
in ipeakmg of any one l^tingoished lU ■ hospiUbIa mtia, that he wu ' u 
KiMi«r«u>u Guaire;' aod the pocu in tbeir liguralivr langnnKa itatnl, lliat 



Beloved is llie body tb&t here lies dead, 
Although a weighty man he was a light man ; 
Light in body he waa mighty in mind, 
Great was the cIrd over whom he was chief. 

Thrice fifty of na were along with him, 

Of learned men of letters of superior knowledge ; 

If our numbers had been greater 

We would have new instruction from him each day. 

The sound of the Deluge which boata could not comprehend, 
The mighty rushing flow of Eassa-Boe,' 
The overwiielming flood of the Bed Sea, [preheosible). 
To these may be compared the intellect of Dalian (iocom- 

Till the brilliant sun shall cease Lis course 
Which God orJaiiicd for him over the elements, 
No poet north or south sbali ever eicel 
The fluent Eohy, chief of learned men. 

He waa ft philosopher, God of Heaven I 

He was illustrious, he was chief poet ; 

Until the wave of unhappy death came upon him. 

Oh I he was splendid, he waa beloved. 

The entire of the Bardic Association declared that they 
had a sufficiently competent Professor in the person who 
composed that Klegy. It vfas then they deliberated as to 
what province in Ireland they should first proceed on & 
professional visit ; and each one of tbera was desirous to go 
to bis own province. Seanchan said it would be more meet 
to visit the person who was never satirized or reproached 
about (bis liberality of) gold or abundance of valuable 
goods. " Who ifl he ?" snid each of Uiem. " Guaire,* son 

hli rigbl tiiBd had bccnmr mneb longri tlmn fall Irfl. In Mnmiiicnn vl twioii 



ColmAD. m\c Cobc*|$i rijic 3<'l'"'**n')i tnic CoQutU, m|c 
6oS*l"' "'1*^ 6*CAC bmc, ri)ic o-'D*ci. rbic p|AC|iA. ?l 
BubftACArt |i) c|iotir6Ari) u|l] bA cd]|t 66]b bul Aijt) f|t} o bu6 
njAjc le SeAQC&i) b6- T^Aic6A(t peAfA uAintj ju SuAipe. 
CjAJuic A3ur lOOiri^ ("o ScAtjcAi) corjA olUintjAib ASuf 
COD* F|l|b OA iT)nr*l^^* ^u ceAor* (ii'lb- aji 3"*inP- 
9Xin ceAij bo iOAic|b *5«f 6ft i?-olcAib; mticeAo oa ij-uaii- 
l)b A5ur ijADirllb; nju ceAi) bA njij&ib A5ur bA b-peAtiuiB. 
4)0 nirjije o'-Aiii? lApAri) bpu)5|D bo(I), A5ur occ rlt^^rA 
"IflM. Ajiir »0)iii|- ib(fi 3AC bA rtjr bjb, A5ur occ ppim- 
leApcA |0||i 5AC &A 6opur, *5ur poilcAbAife a fia6iiiMn 

5AC j>fi|rT)leAiifcA. )r Airii po opoAiSri""" ri'J' 3M ^° 

luce t)A l)|ff>6A|3e So 5et)A6 cjiofc do imiiior*!) »-Z^T ^^ 
eiitcocAS Airbl CO FAJA& fe id t^o|leAbA|& u|iUiij A[t a 
c)t)DC|r. ?l3ur bo niODC r*> occ cobftiii Oa b-peAHuib, A5ur 
occ cobAin Da mij&ib, ip 'JII' *l^ f'^ it|riu l^iii "* i>-otl*m 
bo 6ul cAji likn)U|b ija n)-bAU, ijA'iiinif l^ib B* nj-bfti) bo 
6ul CAft lAiTjuib IJA o-ollAii) ; Ajur So ponAfe fleAJiA Ajur 



Goalre wu not very (ortnnate in w$i, ta wpgetii from the fallawiog enlriea 
b the Anoiiliof iheFourHulfra:— A.D. SIT. " The battle of CeaDn-f'uMm 
(dow CuhIhi. near tha town of Roacotnnion), vaa gaiaed bj RaghallsFh, f')!! 
of Mniiach, oyer Caiman, »oa of Cobhlhach, the father ot GnMre Aiilhne, 
whsre Culman bimaelf waaelaio " A-D. 622. "The buttle of Cam-F«Briuliii|,'h 
(waa gained) by Failbe Flsnn over the Connaughtraen, wherein many were 
al^; and Guture-AJiUine yita routed from the battle Held." [Aidhne, or 
Crioch-Aidhne, waa the name of an ancient territory eoextenuve with the 
dloceae of Kilmaeduagh, in tbo county of Ualway. Cam-Fearadalgb, a 
inountaiD In the aonih of the county of Limerick-j 

A.D. S4S. ■■ The battle of Cam Conoaill (wa» gained) by Diarmaid. mm 
of Aedh Slaine, against Guaire, wherein many were slain; and Guaire v» 
routed from the bBtlle field." [Cam Conaiil or the Caim, or heaps of stonei 
raised over the body ot Conall, son ot Umoir, who teli in battle at the begin- 
ning of the Chriatian era, ia anpposcd now lo be the place called Ballyoonnell 
in tbe pariah ul Kilbecinty, near Qort, which latter place it ia said waa Ihe 
reaidence ot Guaire, and from him named Giir[-insi- Guaire. i.e. Ihe holm or 
Odd of Hie laland ol Guaire.) 
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^'OfColrauii, son of OotTey, son of Oabueuun, son of Connel], 
Bon of Owen, son of Eohy Breoc, aon of Dathy, son of 
Fiachra." The entire of the great Bardic Assodation 
declared it would be proper to go there since Seanclian de- 
sired it. " Let mesaengers be deppntched from ua to Guoire" 
{said they). They (the mesBengers) went and informed 

■ him (Guairel that Seanchan along with his profesflora and 
poets were coming to him. " My respect for them," said 
Guaire. " My respect for their good and for their bad ; 
my respect for their nobles and their ignobles ; my reaped 
for their women and for their men." Guaire, after that, 
made a mansion for them, which had eight sides to it, and 
a door between every two sides (or divisions) ; and there 
were eight first class beda between every two doors, and a 
low bed (or truckle bed) beside every chief bed. The rea- 
son he made that arrangement was, that whosoever of those 
that occupied the beds, in case they should have a quarrel 
or strife and get out of them, be might find the lower bed 
ready for him. And he censtructed eight fountains (or la- 
vatories) for their men ; and eight fountains for their wo- 
men ; for he did not wish that tlie water uaed in washing 
the hands of the professors should touch the hands of the 
women, nor the water of the hands of the women should be 
uaed in washing the hands of the profesaora ; and feaats and 



A.D. 662. "Qiuiie Aidhoe, nn 0/ Colnum, King of CiMUWagbt, died. 
Oiuire uid CnioilD, ot IiiiB-CealU>, lutd Ihe ume muther, u is uO, Cunan, 
daughUT u( Dillbroucb, wm tbc muthcr al (Si.) Caiiiiin and Guaiic" [Inii- 
Ce«Itta U an Uluid in Lougb Derg, axu the village al ScuiS, in lh« county 
or Clare.] 

Guaire hu the coduqod ancestor ot the fomiliee ot O'lle^ne (or Ilinet), 
O'Clery. Mac (iiUokelly, and other (amilio ol Aldhna in Uu county uf 
Gal way. 

jLD. 694. "Ferghal Aidhna, lUng of ('.onnanght, dtad; ho wa« thaioiiol 
Guaire Ai<lliii«." 
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ceADo ;A|iAn). 

acbe|ic Se*i)cM), 516 rrjAic €\wt>c 5b"*1P« "I bejifA a 
b-pu|l Ai> fo CHjce &o toe Codijacc, i.\t x>^ be^s Mm * Oa 
cjiiAij bo bne|c tuiji, A^uf C(tiAi)bV*c&*ll> *5"r "o t'"!"^ 
r*tijUi&. N| jiuc CO 3wAiiie Acc cut c*e5A6 &ceAr, Ajup 
cfi] cAe^Ab eicrJQi ASuf cfii CAccAb corj, Ajur cHI c*ec*b 
31IU, *5ur cpi CAeCAb bcAp Ti)ii|i)Citi|, A^up cpi tjAeobii]! 
bVer 5ACA cai|ibe; A^^uf ^avi}^*^a]i CO "Bofilur )0 M" 

ri'). 

I Durlut Gunire. " The Irish «iinnl» (snys Keating) give sn .fi^ounl, th»l 
Ouairc bud ■ blolhnr, who dcvuUd himself 10 a relieiou' '"e^ irlioss nam* 
WM MochiuL This holy person oliMCved all the fula of the cbiuch with 
gteat ubeilieDce ; and, designmg ta sbataln from hia ciuamoa diet, and (o eat 
no more than what waa absolntely necasary to support nature, during Iba 
lime of Lent, he retired tor that purpose (o a fountaiD o( pure spring water, 
that Uv aonthwai-ds of Buirin (Burrtn in county of Clare), at tbe distance of 
Bve milea from Durliu Gualre. [The foUDtaiu here referred to Is called 
cobAti njAC OuAc> or the well of Mac Duach, froni whom Killmacduagh got 
iU name. Tliia fonnHin i» in the parish of Carriine or Cairow, in the barony 
of Barren]. Hochna had but one pet«on 10 attend upon him, who was a 
clergyman of a lower order. In this retirement these votariea olnerved great 
abatineDee in their eating and drinking tlU Eistarday. Ills clerk, who attended 
upon Mm, was go tired with feeding upon barley bread and berba, and euch 
ilender provisions, that he longed impatiently to est lle*h, and be desired bis 
master (ogive bim leave to go to Dnrlus, to the eoort of Guaire. King of 
Connaagbt, tbat he might satisfy himself with Heah meat. Moehua told him 
be would (apply him with fleah without undertaking sn';h a journey, (or he 
would aupplicale heaven in bis bebalf, and he waa ai>snred that his prayer* 
would bav* the desired effect, and supjity bia wants. 

"At that wy instant it happened, (aa some particular nuDtuerlpti relate, 
but wilb small truth 1 am afraid,) that the sorvanls of Gualre, King oF CoU' 
Diu^t, wen laying his dinner upon tbe table; and to tlie great surprise of 
the attendants, tho diibes we^e burried awny by an invisible power, and 
coDveysd directly to the solitary oell, where Mnchua was eondnuing his devotion, 
■nd his clerk eipecling tbe event. The king, wilb bis whole court, wss 
amazed at Ibis wonderlul aoeideni : and, enraged at the loss and disappoini- 
menl of bis dinncT) hv ordered n Irody of his horse guards lo pursue tbe dlslu-s 
travelling in (he sir. and he followed, resolving lo recover Iheiii and ^ri^g 




mnqiieta were ordered for their entertainment, and he (hen 
Bent messengers to invite them. 

Seancban said: — "Though excellent the hospitality of 
Guaire may be, I will not take all that are here to Mm to 
spoil Gonnaught, for I consider it enough to take the two- 
thirds of them to him, and to let one-third remain," and he 
acted accordingly. He did not take to Guaire but thrice 
fifty of the profesaors ; thrice fifty students (or second clasa 
of professors); thrice fifty hoands; thrice fifty male at- 
tendants; thrice fifty female relatives ; and thrice nine of 
each class of artificers ; and that number arrived at Durius.' 



" It Mems beneath tlis gravity ai welt ai Ihe difpiUy of aa hlBtoriui, Id 
taka Dutic« of tlieie legi^ndary leUtioiu, whkb are cerMia ratlier to mave ths 
indjgnatioD and apleen than tbe belief of the reader ; bat it mast be eoDiidered, 
that [he timea >re are writlag of abounded with Inciedlble reladona. And in 
the present case it cannot lie tupposed, that the tiaitsaclioi) we are speaking ol 
ia pal npon the best foot of credibility, bnt designed only to keep the thread 
uf our hi«tury entire, und to give light to some material inddenta, wbicb 
uihern'iFW would l>e obscure, and |)erhsps not easily accoont^d for- Whatever 
■hare of credit or contempt this relation may meet with, it Ia moat certain, 
that the road leading from Uurlua to the fountain where St Hochua and bt* 
clerk retired to fait, during the Lent, which i« the length of five milea, ii 
kooim to Ihii dif in the Irish Inngoage by the name of Bollnir~iia~ Uiat. 
which in the Englith si^iHes the Road of the Diabea." 

Dr. O'Donovan, in hia Annals, A.D. 1 JI5, says Ibut Darlai signiiiea a (frc-ny 
/lyrl (Bdft, i.e. bJoSBAg, ilrong, and tfor, a fort), uas applied to maay 
each |>Iacei in Ireland, and ia aometimts anf^lcised Tbnrlea. 

The real 4tory appews to be that Mocbua or Culman Mac Duech. or Coleman 
the son of Diiach, but generally called Mac Duacb to diatinguiab him from 
othu ecdesiostjcs of the name of Colman. ereef<;d a i:ell or amail oratory at 
the well catted after him, and that Gaaire, King of Connangbl, foand him at 
that place, and proliably sent him some dishes for bia Easier dinner from his 
court at Durius. It aUo appears that Guaire, after some time, took him with 
him, built the monaatery of Kilauicdiugti, aince Ibe seat of a dliKsae in the 
barony ol Kiltarlon, county of Galway, which be endowed, and placed 
Slac Duaeh over iL 

Many churches and hidy welli dedicated to Uac Duach are still knows, not 
snly in Gelway, but al*o In the nrai{hbunring county nf Clara, aa well a* sjaa 



baib, 4(1 SuAJite ; rrjo ce*T? b* bftp n-uAjrlib Ajur "* ^*T* 
t)-tr'l^ ; "f°^ Fiv|lce u*itt) bAjb tt|le )cm olUin A^uf adjiaS ; 
iciji feccAr *5»»r AfebAji; ]C)jt ii}ACu|b A3u|- iuda|B; |C||i 

COJO A^ur Si'l*' ^CC ACA bA bAH 0-ItI)Ab r)J bA bAJt D-AI6- 

bllu^Ab, ni HOC uA|tnri piiilce fo leic bA jac aci) A5uib, 
Acc mu ceAi) tiott)U|b u|le 6'Aei}CAe|b. ^Isuf bo ciiifteAb 
IflTj ni-bfiu|3|u rijoip |ac, *suf bo f;o|t]-CA|leA6 b|Ab *)t a 
ti)-belu]b; ajuj- a BubA^fic ^uAipe }i\u, 5AC tj) ba beA& tjA 
0-eArbAi& bV^*!*. AST S'l b-puj^bir. 

Ba njofi cpA 10 b«ACA|ii riO "I'l o'f*S*iI boibn"")! of* 
ho, beic]!) cuib ija AewAH Asuf l6AbA|6 Ap U|C bA 5AC 
oeAC b)b, A3ur ij| lu|5p|0ij- aoij A0|6ce (o]bce) JaI) co(t- 
njAf oftjiA, A3ur i)i e|fiS^|t>Tr *<"' I* 3*0 njiAijcA ecfAmlA, 
(OnJAijcACA, feoipb, 60PA5IA, bo ceA^rn^il bo ijeAc ejcm 
ACii, obAift b-pOAH t}-fe)f(CADO "|le aij nj|AD ril &F*5*ll. 
A3(ir louijA b-FA5CA)6e atj c| bo jApjiaS e pjA r*W cjUvc no 
cft|le T)Ap b-peAitfibe a fa5A|1 b5 50 bpAc Apip. 

4)o t'*'* "iiAir &c|*AtnA[l An o|6ce cm p^in a cco^^e nA 
ction)bH|ri)e, Ajuf aj- j ijcac bA b-cipU aij miAO p" ■'■ 
?t)u]peAni), itjjeAi) CbuAin Cbu|ll)6| ,1. bcAn "DaIUii) A5ur 
itjuitije ija clfeipe, A5ur bo I615 n)A|p5 ri)6p dfipb Ajrbi. 
■bo FpeA5Ain SeAOc&n ti AS^r *r ^ * bubAipc. CpoAb a 
CIS vpioc, *bAi)plAic? ol ffe. ^|An bo paIa ban}, ol n, 
A5ur mitnA b-pA^cAp 6ah) e i)| bjii7 utt) beACAjfi. CpfeAb 

An miAo rt'jf *p SeAijcfcn? Rt* pjnir rin **) fi**' *«^ 

cojbAb 6| .1. rSlU bo l|t)D leAiiiDACCA le fiWIf 'nu5&<'|in 
ii)uc n-*llAi&, A3«r peAiiA cuAC bo beic Ap cpApjb eisiiji) 



I A boat of Ac lie i)J iKttl mitk. Ths n-ord in [hi original ii leATi)i)ACC*. 
thf G«oitivfl of IcAipiiAdE, which ia the name [or latel vuli, and also (or Ibn 
bcrli Camnun roniMnliJ^ the jui<>e of which U very utringenl or IrrilatiHR, o) 
it) name impliea. Ai, howevFr, it would be more difficult to producr ale trnm 
neij ■>[ sweet milk, probubly ihnt w«i ths srlicle meanl by the chieftain-M. 



41 

Guaire went forth to meet ibein, and he bestowed kisses 
on tbeir cliiefB, and gave welcome to their learned men. 
" My regards to you, said Guaire ; " my regards to your 
nobles and ignobles ; I have great welcome for you all, both 
professors and poels ; both scientific men and students ; both 
sons and women ; both hounds and servants ; only you are 
80 numerous, but not deeming you too ninny, I would give 
each of you a separate welcome ; however, my respecta to 
you all on every side," And they were led into the large 
mansion, and viands were laid out before them, and tiuaire 
told them that whatever they would desire they might ask 
for it and they should have it. 

It was, however, a great difficulty to procure all thinga 
for them, for it was requisite to pve to each of them his 
meals apart and a separate bed ; and they went not to bed 
any night without wanting something, and they arose not 
a day without some one of them having longing desires for 
some things that were extraordinary, wonderful, and rare, 
and difficult of procurement. It was a task for all the mcD 
of Ireland to Hud that which was lon^d for, and unless the 
person who desired it obtained it within twenty-four hours, 
it was useless ever after to procure it for Mm. 

An extraordinary wish occurred that very night, in the 
mansion of the learned association ; and the person to whom 
that longing happened was Muireann, daughter of Cuan 
Culli, the wife of Dalian, who was the foster-mother of the 
literati ; and she uttered a great moan aloud. Seanchan 
answered her, and what ho said was :~— " What ia the matter 
with you, chieflainess ?" " A desire that has seized me," 
said she, " and unless it he procured for me I will not live." 
" What ia that wish," asked Seanchan. She told him the 
wish which seized her, namely, " a bowl of the ale of sweet 
milk {or common Tormentil' ), with the marrow of the ankle- 
bone of a wild hog ; a pet cuckoo on an ivy tree in my 



4-: 

*n) ^|a6uu)ri [''It* f'* No&U|3 jij c.\rj riu. AS"!" * cemiemi' 
VO|i * n)U]i), &5U|' cpiorUc ija citijccAU Oo puifeAi) bluii)3e 
cii|pc slejil, A5ur PAc TDonjac piatJAc &o lieir pu|ce, *7;ur 
f»)oi}5 copcfi* Fuiupe, *3ur ce«cpA cof* 31^3^*1* F"l^l' 
*S"r ''I'*c bo IjiXB b*ii)!*l'J ftlU u|rt)pi, *3uf- fj *<^ cpoijai) 
ttoimpi CO "Diiiilwi- Jr be*c4|fi ID n)i*D riO S>'f^3*iI< *I' 
SeAijcJti). Nl b*e|r) tiji*T) tI" a'^c Siicaj- Bo n)[At)ca|b 
)t)54Rc* t)Ac upufA &'f&3&iI, 

HucACA|i *r 1" oifece |"]ij CO cJi|t))C mAi&)n, AJiir c(ceA6 
5uAi)ie b'tuTAISIb i>a bpuj&oe Jac U|, A^af bo ^lAp- 
]iAI3eA6 C|f»)ur bo b|6 4cu; Ajuf cii|Q|c m li no &3ur 
b'piAFtiAi3 c|t)tmr A cAcAn cot) mujijEin rnojn maic r-* 
AT)|"3- N| pAbAn)A]i p)Atti, Aji riAc, uA|p ir tneAfA bo 
becbl A5U|i)tj. C|ieA& riO? Afi 5iiA)(tfi. 2t)|Ai) bo pal* 
60 rjeoc «c*iDO, Ap SeATjcip. C|a bA CApU [ij njiat) foiij? 
Ap 3"Aipe. t)o 20l)"ll'I"JP, iwSl'J CuAjij Ciiill|6e, Aft 
S6Ai)ciii7 -I. bftAi) 4)aU&|d, fDuinje i)A-cU|pe. Cp&Ab |D 
njlAi) ? Ap 5"*ll'fi' "J^" lOi'ir SeAijcio bo. Ni IjAei) lijiAt) 
ri''> Ap ^uAjpe, Acc itjon&ij bo 6poc ib|Ai;A|b, *3iir Sl^e 
bybirufA b'FA3A|l ir bcACAipbe; Ajur iroci3ir 5"A|pc 
CO biibac bobpotjAC, ASni" t)[ c&pla bA limiijciri ija fappa6 
]\) uA|p ri" Acr. Ae|u 5iUa pplocAltijA, Asuf FiAF|i*|3t& 
5uAipe boo 5|HA' }i} idaic 6 6o piit), a 3iUa? *p fe. 
CpfeAb injnjA b-FiAppAiJe E ol jtj 3|Ua. 'Do b'a|l IcAnj 
bul so SeAfSAi) uA|p beo|l, aji 5n*|pe, Aiptfj ] fhjI 'pu- 
Iaccac, idac 605AII). "DoiJ af rrjiFi bo njApb a acahi 
*5"r * f& ")!*= *S"r * ^IM OeApbri&lci'e ; Asuf |r r^«:]\]i 
le*n) be boti) rjApbAft A3ur n)'o|Tje*c bAjp m'feir. ||)a twu 
beic F6|t) CApeic m'o|i)|3; op n] puisceAp tja tin*!)* uc 
cu bpAC. Jr i''*!^ "J" P""' *!' 1" 3ll'*> AST "* b-pAic^Ap 
cu A3 imceAcc ij) fU|l iriD ceACfA buiije |7ac b|A |it}Ac. 

' An gov a good tcrtl ketper. This liler*]!}' ineana " ia joni iscrM good, 
or ii your dispMition gnoA ;' bnl it b likply thai nhtl Guilrs vlihtct Id lewn 
wu vhctliH b* could kefp hb iceret well. 



^" Twell 







iDce between tbe two Cbristmasei (CUristnios-dAy ami 
Twelflh-day or Epipbany) at tbat time ; and her full luuJ 
on her back, with a girdle of yetlon lard of an exceeding 
white boar about ber ; and to be mountt^d on a steed with 
B brown main, and its four logs exceedingly white ; a gar- 
lent of the spider's web around her, and sho humming 
ft tune as she proceeded to Durlus." " It ia difficult to 
procure that wish." said Seanchan ; " that is not one but 
a number of Btrange wishes which are not easily gratified." 
Tbey hore away that nigbt 'till the morrow ; Quaire 
was in tho habit of visiting the mansion every day, and 
Bfled to enqnire how tUey fared ; and he enquired " how 
fares it with this great and good people to-day." " We 
never had," said thoy, "worse times than we now have." 
"How is that?" aalted Guaire. "A longing that has 
happened to one of us," said Seanchan, " To wbom did 
that occur?" asked Quaire. "To Muireann, daughter of 
Cuan Culli," replied Seanchan, "namely tho wife of 
Dalian, the foster-mother of the literati." " What ia the 
wish?" said Quaire. Seanchan told him. "That is not 
one wish but a variety of bad wishes, and the easiest ia 
dilEcult of procuring;" and Guaire departed sad and 
sorrowful. None of bis people accompanied him at that 
time but one attending servant, and Guaire asked him, 
"are you a good secret keeper."' " For what purpose do 
you ask," said tbe servanL " I would wish to go to 
Seaegan-Uar-Beoil," said Guaire, '■ where dwells Fulach- 
tach the son of Owen ; for it was I that slew his father, 
his six sons, and his three brothers ; and I would rather be 
should kill me in order that my hospitality may endure 
itller me, than that I should survive my liberality, for 
those wishes can never be obtained," "My secrecy is 
good," said the servant, "and should you be seen to pro- 
ceed (hither, there is not a person in this honse that would 
not be around you." 



Ba bole le S'lAine ri". "S"!' cii|i)|(; iio|rm' fo f]nv■^- 
|1A5aI i)a pel], ojt jij uA|p b* ce*ncA Oofon) o luce e|crT 
Ajur e*U6Ai) A5 jAi<ti«|& « tj-Accuinje paih, iicoAft co 
^jifbAfiACAl ij* peile, «3ur f"* "l^b rl^ccAji) Ai;ur u|iii«i_^ci 
«3ur e«cAii3u(5e co bjr* Cpjorc atjd ; ASUf f«> JeAbAb 
6't)blA 5AC Tji Oa T7-iApA6 cpe veAjicuib pfeile; A^^y ir 
Aipe f|rj 60 ^Aipc] ^ttAcul iia peile 6e. "Do Bj cpA 
SuAipe oc rleccAiq Asuf oc Ufinni5ci t-^ay oc eABApjui^i 
•De um bij- b'pAJAil 60 pfeiu ru]! 60 bfeAfe tj* beACAjS A5 
^irccAcc jie o« A^itAb Ajuf P^ DA Aictriu5A6 60U cjiom- 
6ilii). 1)613 "If blAjiA6 A)n PI*") ACCuiTjJe bu& 601I31 
IDAic t)A miATjA jio cu[ijij3|6 ]i) cAflleAc, *5iir 60 3A|b A3 
Sui^e -De CO &14CHAC ujijA fo|n|C]D oij *ic|u flu, A3ur pA 
rbjAij 3AC fei) r)6uii)e bon clem *>'F*5bAil bo o'p biigleAb ; 

A^Uf OO plDW ID Iai6 n>-b|C co bACOmrSAC a b-T-llJPJAJlACAll 

0* pftiU : — 

<Du(ifAu bAib A 2t)beic nju "Dbe, 

5ac bAri) C4|t)]3 j-utji) Aofc ; 

Cpj CAOJAb filCSAf bOlflb bATt), 

'Caiqicc fuijDA le SeAi)Ciip. 

5l6 n55p bo 6a»iji>lb citUA|6t, 
tnjojc CO "Duitluj- 5uA|ne, 

ClujCe ir 5AIPI AUD JAC IJCAC, 
No 5U CAtQIC ITJ CA]UeAC. 

SIJdf> ]tj peiSit) pA cucup l*|ri), 
■ppcApcul cljAp jij beA^A b»|ij ; 
"D* u-fteAC on) C13 doac 5AD jj), 
Wpftjftn? cup A1JIU3 ir ijeiFo). 

C)6 nj* cue Xlf 3eAl 3n6iije, 
81 6€lb otiuri) bu6ei)e ^ 
O ijAC tjbpAb Said biA B]t 
Nj bo &ibeoi7A& mViTJiS. 



Th&t w&B displeasing t<? Guaire, and he proceeded to 
Finn-Aragal of hospitality, where he ioielt and prayed 
snd supplicated Jesus Christ, and here he obtained li-oiii 
God every thing he desired through the efficaciea of his 
bounteous liberality, and it was ou that account that it 
was called Aracul of Hospitality. Guaire was kneelinfc 
and praying, and imploring God that he might die 
ere he should hear himself satin2ed and defamed by 
the great Bardic Association, To be sure, no favourd 
were ever aaked of him more difficult to be procured than 
the wishea desiderated by the old dame, and he prayed God 
most fervently to deliver him from that strait, and that be 
might obtain from the Supreme Being whatever wish any 
of the Bardic Institution might desire; and he made the 
following little Lay, in sadness, at Finn-Aracul of Hospi- 
tality :— 

Here is my Borrow, Son of my God t 
Through all that happen'd me yesterday ; 
Thrice fifty learned men, a vexatious clan. 
Who came to this place with Seanchan. 

Though great is the number of austere banls 
That came to Durlus of Guaire, 
Bach enjoyed pleasure and entertainment 
Until the old woman intruded. 

Great was the task I took in hand, 
To administer to the learned of sumptuous living ; 
Should any depart from my house unsupplied, 
In vain to this day has been my generosity. 

Why hath the king of the brilliant sun 
Conferred on myself his likeness. 
Should he of his bounty not grant to me 
Means to protect my countenance. 



"Do 5e*llur Co SOac Muinff, 
Mac OjulcF*!!}!? |te bfteic (j-Oujof I 
■Da fif-bfeAija f"^ ''i'n nju blir. 
C|t) i}AC Oo F&iQ bu6 butir^t). 

RucArc*!" 5"ATTie *r I" *15^ ri"? '^i' CAjujC n;A)&in, 
Ajuf AC cuaIajS cijjinj &^u\; citeACAij jo Aep ScIajs cui^i 
|n}uCA Ui, Ajuf &6 b| bo irjfeAb a 6o5(ia A5Uf" a &6ineAi)- 
njAii) ijAjt p&c Aiji, Ajiif bo Aiciv be |Aji ri"?; A^uf aj- fe 
bo b| Ai)t) 2t)Anbivi) tijucAjSe, pii|rij^a|& i)|tbe A^uf caIiwaij; 
A5xir pA njAC n)i»CA(i bo 5biiAiin be, asuj- (j- 6 bA n)ucAi6 
bo obuAjjii. 2l5ur ir Aijtj bu| i)A ri)ucAi6, A|i coTT}At> 
ufA]be bo c|ie|b]utn *3"r c)i4bA6 bo 66i)Ari) bejc da riju- 
c«.]6 A b-^eA5A|b Ajur A b-pifAijib ; A5ur beATjijAcuj- bo 
5l)uA|(ie. "po'c cunjA ccAbijA buicn, a pfiiri)j;Ai6 ijiitje 
Ajur CAlrijAij, All SuAiii]. Cp^b iu bp6r) i'0|ij ope, ah 
^^AiibMj? SOjAij bo paIa bo ijeoc a c(5 ha cjiornfeSiw, 

Ap OIIAIJIJ. Cpeb 10 t»)|AU? Ap ^)ApbAI7, wo ClA&ACAplA? 

•tto 2t)u|p|t)ij, inJiD CbuAin CbuiUi*'!. *!» 5uA!p|, bcAn 
■DaIUiu, Ajui* bu|rt>e OA cl&jpe. 9iy] j*!" f*** b'i]! l|i)ije 

fepA^bAil bi|r A|i cur ^jb ; Ajuf caiSj 10 miATi ? Afi Wah- 

bAi). SsaU bo l\vv loAriiDAccA, Ap 3"A|IMf 'a rrplf 
iiju56o(ii) ibiic o-aUai^. "flr beACAip |t) miAij ropj bpAJAil, 
A)i 21)ApbAi}, Ajuf 51'' bCACAip bo sebcAp AcutnrA a 
fr-'5hvT)-]v-ycA]\ be. 

■Do jAn ri ">! el|, Ap SuAipj .1. peACA cuAcb bo beic aj 
ceileAbjtA6 Afi cfiAob eijiiji) ua f;|Abi)U|ri. Of I'lSUAa jtj 
c|iac bA jAjtAiS rio Ai)0)r, Aji SOAfibAn, Asur 5|6 ID3IJA6 
jr AictjCAfe buiooi 10 c-|OAb A b-puil no. 

■Do fjH fi o| ele, Ap ouA|p| .i. bac jiiAbAc asuj- tootjs 
beAp3 u|It|t|. A^ur ceAcpA cofA sUJi'aIa Kuicj. ^ t)-e|i|- 
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1 have promised to tlie bod of Mary 

Not to refase the face of man ; 

Should any Biicb person deprive me of my good fame. 

Eyen to liim it will be no sorrow. 

Guoire passed over lliat night till the morning came, 
and he heard the bustle and paces of an individual advanc- 
ing towards him in the early morn, but hia grief was bo 
I jpreat that he did not look on him. lie afterwards, how- 
ever, recognised him, and he wiio happened to be there was 
Marvan the swineherd, the prime prophet of heaven and 
earth, he waa eon of Guairc's mother, and swine-herd to 
Goaire. Hia object in this occupation was that he might 
the more advantageously devote himself to religion and 
devotion in the capacity of swine-berd, in woods and 
desert places. He saluted Guaire ; " the same complimenta 
I you, cliief prophet of heaven and earth," said Goaire. 
What ia the cauae of your aadueaa?" asked Marvan. 
" A yearning that has seized a person in the liouse of the 
great Bardic Association." " What is the wish ?" enquired 
Marvan, "or to whom did it happen?" "To Muiran, 
dauf^hter of Cuan Culli," replied Guaire, " the wife of 
Dalian, and the foster-mother of the Bards." "That is 
flbe, whom vo desire lo be the first of them that should 
die ; and what is the wish i" asked Marvan , " A howl of 
the ale of sweet milk, together with the marrow of the 
ankle bone of a wild hog." " It is difficult to procure that 
wish," said Marvan, "and althongb difficult it will be 
land with me in Glen-a-Scail." 

She seeks another thing," said Goaire, "namely, a pet 
euckoo cooing on an ivy tree in hw presence." " It is a 
strange time (of the year) to desire that now," said Marvan, 
" and although strange we know the place where that is." 
" She desired another thing," said Guaire, " namely, a 
hay steed, with a red mane and ifa four legs purely white." 
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cij *CA in l>|4r nv> *t> '0*pb4'). It) peACA cuac A-^uy \n 
C-CAC JI1A&AC. CjA OCA b-pc|lt& ? AJt 5u*)pi. 4)ep&*iij- 
T)A, iDjeAii JubbAiij, bo Isawaij cunjACCAc i:e|D, ir ajcj 
Acii|9. 2I)4& «1C|, 60 S^bfA, *I> 5i*lT>I- 

•Do flC T\ V\ «ll, *I» S'l*!)'!. ■'■ beinr ^IbACAC injpe bo 
Ijij ID bAtT)iin aUa. "Uo 3ebcAp ri" AjutwrA a u-5lini) i 

rcAii, Aft iajAji&iii. 
■Do fii» ri f] «'i- *n 5"*ipi- ■'■ * cennem ^op * "'"'"■ 

A5uf cpiflAC WA qnjcioll bo jiuAfeiii) bloinji ta\]ic jlfiS'^- 

jijAjt fin ri ri" -' *t' ^ApBan. "l^o fin, *p 5«*if>i- ^u 
iBAlUccr* Ajt }v ce bo f jji riD, AH 2t)Apb*'). As^r s^iS* 

imri ^l iJime A3ur cAltijAD ijfcp foS")* l" ^1*1 ri" *'!■ 
<D6|5 tr A3AtDr* At« |i) cope f|tj, Ajuf ir bocAip 6Ain a 

iT)ApbA6, op ir buAcbAjl bAit) be, Asiif ir l|*iS. *3"r ir 

ceACcmpj, Ajuf ir ojpFibeAc. C|t)t)iii* bo t)j fe rio &"|c. 
Ap 51*1^1? Nj''- *P 2DApb4i); ID uA)p cb|C|mri o da 
rnucAib |-A i5-oi3cbei A5iir "*^ fac&u|c bpeAfTA 5liDne- 
ID-rcijl leACAp Ap mu cofAjb, cicnunj cucaid ASUf cuiptb 
A cbe&D5A CAp mo cOTAib, A3iir bA n)-be|b|r cAjcbleAS* 
Ajuf ujubenjeiwe \n borijAin A3A1U ir cufCA bortj a c)j#aii- 
jAfAm r'AliJC) ''*"'■ ^r l|*lS "*••' b^ An)Ui6 f|(j. 

J|- bllACAjl bAtb b*") op (I) CADD qAJUlC DA njUCA Ap pub 

SllWll-in-rCAil, A3ur bir Uirc) opatdi-a, bo beipim bu(ll| 
bonj' co|r ADir*". *3"rceic AD*>i&i3 "* ijiica; Ajuf ac&ic 
OAi o-bo)pn A|i 5l)leADt)-|'>rc&ll- *3nr Tl bcACAl bo tbuc 
bjbb 3A6nT3t, ijA CAjbiseAD, V* pftelcu a |r!3luib, 50 cuip- 
CADt) r^ I" "1"!^ D-beipeA6t)AC bjb ifctfAC. 

Jr oipFiceAc ftAttj b*. op iDCATj bjr fAioc coBaIca opmrA 
bo BeipitT) builli bom co|r aijd fAij Ajuf cuipi& a Spuin? 

fA], A^ur A CApp A 1>-iipbl, A5Ur CADAjS CpSD^D »At!T. 



lATtAO, a "fimilUp." In (he dietjoiury It ii explaine.! I, 
iwrtt-heart, Sx., bat It tiao rignlSn ■ tcmnlp tt'iry atMndanl and ■ protertc 
■galnil ilie grnii, and I uae thi* iDFaniD); In prefrrpDcv is iha alhcri. 





" lu one houae tbose two are to be had," said Murvan. 
" tiie pet cuckoo and the bay steed." Who has them?" 
asked Guaire. " Derdavna, daughter of luvdan, your 
own powerful sprite' (or protectress,) it ia she posaesflea 
them." " If she has them I wiU obtain them," said 
Guaire. 

" She desired another thing," said Guaire, " namely, to 
have about her a g;arment of many colours (made) of the 
spider "a silk," "That will be found with me in Glen-a- 
Scail," said Marvnn. 

" She desired another thing," said Guaire, " namely, her 

full load on her back and a girdle about her of the yellow 

lard of a purely white boar." "Did she request that?" 

asked Marvan. "' She did request it," replied Guaire. 

'• My malediction on the peraon who desired that," said 

Marvan, " and I implore the King of Heaven and earth 

that that wish may not serve her. Sure it ia I who have 

that boar and it is a hardship for me to kill him, for he ia 

I to me a herdsman, a physician, a messenger and a mu- 

iaician." " How does he perform all that for you ?" asked 

f Guaire. "In the following manner," replied Marvan: 

" When I return from the swine at night, and that the 

akin ia torn off my feet hy the briars of Glen-a-Scail, he 

comes to me and rubs his tongue over my feet, and though 

[ should have all the surgeons and healing ointments in the 

[ world his tongue would cure mo soonest ; in that manner 

he is a physician to me. He is herd to me, for when the 

Bwine wander through Glen-a-Scail, and that I am wearied, 

I give him a blow with my foot, and he goes after the swine. 

There are nine paaaes leading into Glen-a-Scail, and there 

I ia no danger of any hog of them (being carried off) by a 

I thief, vagrant, or wolf of the foreat, until he drives in the 

I Tery last hog of them. He ia a musician to me, for when 

I am anxious to aleep I give him a stroke with my foot and 
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A5ur ff b|ub|Cbtt* U*" Fl*l* cfiAbuib n}-be«t}t}~ctioc |lUn)U|& 
j-uaS \ct. fAe]|i ffl|ijtT) jn ceol CAouf 6*tt) ; AJiir *ri 1" 
fiijolAfc beAcA^geAc )f Iia Ajr^l ce|le4bfiA)& Ap bfc, A5uf 
jf l|A AjceAppAc cpotjAiD *i5ir|on). 2(r BeACAiri bArijfA 
*tj beACAi3eAc riD *^o tnAnbAb, Ap 20AnbJn); a^uj- cumr? 
F^lij ceAccA Ap A ce&t)!}, on tj] p&A&uitijri * njApbAfe; A^uf 
bo beipimn ")" bpiACAp buicfi. Ap 2D*pbAtj, ju cibpAfA 
cuAipc etjUi CO bpu|3(i) ija cponj&A|rije, bo 6i3*il |i) cu|pc 
FM"I oppA, Ajur 311 nj-bA iDeirbj bcic riAC co bpAC j. 

ppicA, umoppo, TjA miAijA ri'l "\h cjie b|cit) 9t)Apbft|D. 
■Do ttjApbAb lapAfU iij cope t^iuu, A5U1- do cu|pe»i5 a blotjac 
Ap iuu|i) BA cA|ll)3e; asuj- 00 cuai& Ap a bcoc, ^.^uf bo 
b) A3 cpdi7%ip pojnjpe co ttupluf ; A5iif cAplA fO]\ ctociij 
coppAc bl AC bul boij bA[le, cop t\i\c a b^Ac, a3u)' cu 
cApU b| peiD puici, cop bpir ctja[ii7 a Ia|P5|, A5ur a P13- 
eA6, A3UJ' A n)uiD|l, co b-puAip bivf Att)lA|6; coi)a6 be 
fjij AC* " eipe DA cAjllise &od bloijAic." 

■Do p&Ia ti)]Ai7 ele bo tjeoc a ci5 Da cpoitjbftjrije .1. S^eA&b 
*^ei*'13. iDSeAuSbeAOcaio. A3ur bo lejc njAips tb6(p eirh|. 
•Do Fpea5A|p a b*cbA)p b|- CpCb 6)5 p|oc, a (ujeAtj? Ap 
re. ?t)|At) bort) paIa, Ap f\, A3iir muijA fajap [o miAij 
r|tj tji bAAit) beo. Cp&Ab ]t) njiAO? Ap SeAtjcAi), Laij 
beione njo bpojc Acuin bo i"rDfipu|b coppA c||i6ubA; (if lu 
pA]lleA6 po cuio|6 fii*| rpj) A3iir co nj-beioo aj bul potbAnj 
CO l^upluf; A311]* con)A6 An)lA]& (:o 3Abii]i;b inu|i>qp 



' " r^ BhdAird (TarAu Afemla) a cnmmDn iDd raddsnt [hroiigbout the 
woDilsddlatricUof Ireland, la the middle of Jono he has been heard smgingu 
eu-ly in ihc tnamiDg u s luarter pnst two o'clock. Id some uanons il ceaaui 
liDgTDg nbouC IhB middle of Jone, but in olher yean he bu beiin heard lu late 
as the 25th of July. A blaekbicd hod be«a oflen heud by several persans, 
Ihal clapped his wings anil crew like a bantam cocli. He is a sweet Bongslet." 

Some years ago > shopkeeper in Dublin kept a blackbird in his shop which 
had learned to ahig several lunea with groat acciuacj'. He was taught by a 
young boy in the shop, who always whistled the first bar of the tune be desired 
him to sing, upon which the blai^kblrd repealed ii and went on throiTgh the 






he lies on hia back with hie belly uppennoBt aad eings me 
a hmmning tune, and bis inuBic is more gr&toful to ma 
than tbat of a sweet toned harp in the handa of an apcom- 
plished minatrel. The blackbird' is the moat variable in 
hia notes of all birda, yet he (the boar) is still more varied. 
It is hard for me to kill that animal," said Marvan, " and 
do thou thyself send messengers for him, for I cannot kill 
him, and I pledge my word to yoti," said Marvan, " tbat I 
will pay a visit some day to the mansion of the great 
bardic body to be avenged of them for the white boar, and 
may they never be the better for it." 

Howbeit, all those objects of desire were procured througli 
the instrumentality of Marvan. The white boar was after- 
wards kUled, his lard was put on the old dame's back, and 
ahe hummed her tune as she proceeded on her way to Dnrlus. 
While passing over an unsettled causeway that led to the 
place her ateed fell and she happened to be under it, by which 
her thigh bone, fore arm, and neck were broken, and she 
died after tbat manner ; and thence originated (the adage,} 
" The Hag's load of lard." 

Another longing desire seized a person in the mansion of 
the great Bardic Association, namely Meve Neidigh, the 
daughter of Seanchan, and she uttered a great moan. Her 
father responded to her. " What ails thee my daughter?" 
said ho. "A yearning wish that baa possessed me," 
answered she, " and unless it be procured I will not live." 
"What is the wish?" asked Seanchan. '•That I might 
have the full of the skirt of my mantle of large black* 
berries ;" (the season being that of January,) and that I 
might be on my way to Durlua, and that on my arrival 



o( the taDB. He atlrsdol miaj' penoni to heir him uid lhereb7 

it iDEDE ciutom ta the ibop. Tba admiration of OUn u well ss tba 

dI olit [or iba eiquMie rin^ng of thU Urd, ii fully evinced in tha poem 

im iha bUckblrd ul Derrrcam. quoted at p. 32, VoL IV., ut our OMiinlc wgrkt. 
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's*!* l«ar"3*''' )') 6-p6*6A|iiirri, * acahi, *fi ?t)e*6b, 
njAp A cifA All) cotbr*")"]! *3"r l" F|»*t: .1- jij ijeAoucas; 
«u c& 60 o] cfiAc u|n)p|, 1)1 v«*r'P '** DOAC »* loifceADi) 

Ajl biijr Ajt cuj- 10* Ai) ce bo bei|i iijAio A^ur in6fi iT)«|tiur 
bAii). TluCfAr Af |t) o)6ce rit)- 

T^«l"ic 5uA|iie |ioiri)e co bpui^iu w* citomftAittje Aft 

TIA IDAftAC, AJUf bo FlAFpA|5, C|t)Dlir ACACAH A^ AIJ TOUII)- 

qp ii)6i|i ri)A|c r" ^Oiuj ? Ap r*!' Mj tiAbAmAft piAtT), 
Ap ScADcJit), U Af meAfA bo beic asaidd, op cipU ii)|ai) 
bom lugeAiJi-] .1, 2^eA6b NcibftAC. Cjt&Ab (ij rniAijP «p 
5iiAt|i|. "tlo iDinr SeAtjc&ij bo. Ba bjioijAii S^Aipi 6e 

rir). N| ^"1^ * D-AtcoeA6, All S'lAini. i)A iTfiAijA riD 

b'pAJAil. JnjpA(&tir o'li bpujsin, Ajur D1 ciaij bo cuai6 

ID CAO CApU 2t)ApbAD So. 2^0 ceAl), A 5[)lt«IPIi Ap 

2t)Apb&n, }^oij cunjA c&AbijA 6iiicfi. a p|tiiiiplk)6 piitje 
Ajur caIiijai), ap 3'>*II'I- Cp&Ab ai> bjioij fo ope a 

5ljUA|pl? Ap 2^ApbiD ^|A1) tM pilA bo DBAC bOtJ 
cponjb&iib, Ap 5uAipj. "Oeir AD ciiipc FIIHJ? Ap 9QAp- 
b&t). )re*6, Ap 5uA|p|. CpcAC ID iD|Ai?? Ap ^Apbiki). 
LM7 bepiDe A bpoic bo pnjeApAib coppA cjpbiibA. "Do 
jebcAp ]■]» ACAnji-A A D-5leAi)U-|t)-rcii|l, Ap Zt)ApbAi)> 

Ciotjup 01}? Ap 5«Ajp). ta &A pAbAii-ri ot rejls a 

i}-5leAijp-|t)-rca|l, Ajup fto bj cii t;op ejll AC U|rt), «3u|- 
♦c coijoAic ID cu ID b#ACA6Ac, A5ur cuj cAp|iAH)5 opcr«> 
A5ur bo b] cop bpeAfUft Ab pAppAb, Ajuf bo cAppAiU5 
ffi bo bpAc bjc, Ajuf bo leicirn leiT be co b<?rcAl''i op 
Dip epAif ijeAc iinj dj Piirij; Ajwf oj 6eApDA|ri acc bul 
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there I might find the people of Giiaire in sickness and dia- 
' temper." " Wliy aayest thou that, my daughter," said 
Seanchan, " since Ouairo is our consoler and comforter." 
" Dost thou know, father, how I am like imto the Fidat,* 
that is the nettle, for he who would construct a house about 
it would as soon he stung by it as any other person. 
Similar is my case, for I do not desire that any other should 
die sooner than he who gives me weahh and great auh- 
Btance." They wore away that night. 

Guaire came to the mansion of the bards on the morrow, 
and he asked, " How does it fare with this great and worthy 
people to-day?" said he. "We never have had," replied 
Seanchan, " so bad a day as we have hod, for a longing 
desire has seized my daughter, namely Meave Neidigh." 
" What is the desire ? ' asked Guaire. Seanchan told him. 
Guaire was sorrowful for that. " It is not in the compre- 
hensiun of man to gratify these wishes," said Guaire. He 
departed from the mansion, but had no' proceeded far when 
he met Marvan. " My love to thee, Guaire," said Mar- 
van. " The like to thee, cliief prophet of Heaven and 
earth," responded Guau^. " What sadness is this over 
you, Guaire?" asked Marvan. " A wish that has seized 
one of the great bardic body," repSied Guaire. " After the 
white boor?" exclaimed Marvan. " Yes," responded 
Guaire. " What is the wish, and to whom did it occur?" 
asked Marvan. "To Meve Neidigh, the daughter of 
Seanohan, viz., the full of the skirt of her mantle of large 
blackberriea." " They will he found with me in Glen-a- 
Seail," said Morvan. " How may that be ?" asked Guaire. 
* One day that you had been hnnting in Glen-a-Scail, you 
leld a hound by the leaah, and the hound having espied 
animal, he made a pull at you ; a bush of briars 
■hich was adjacent to you, caught and pulled off your 
"-■ak, which you readily let go, for you never refusud a 



UA|fe |I7 CAI) CAtJACr* Cltt^e, A^Uf TJUAJlUp r"lf |l* llt)&* Ap 

py cofi, *3ur bo fCAilpAf }j) bpAc mme, inDnf "*!• l>eAi> 
botoeAijo DA b[nbAi) O r|i) |lle pu- le cutnActAib "Dfe AJUf 
letif' curt)4cc*i&r) ; Asuf ID 'Jl b* beAps id 14 rC ^1^ *r 
bub ABoif, Ajuf ID Dl bA bub ac* blsr njeftl* ofitio. 

'^o fin ri "1 ele, A|i 5uA)itpj, .i. ma mu|Dciriri so bejc 

1 r*et Ajuf 1 D-sAi*n *!• * <^iw'>- Jr beAcA^t riu b'j*n*i*r 

All liQAjibaD ; A3T ^1M*ri poivaj: Aijocc co Piud-aiiasaI 
DA F&|le, ASUf TiACAcr* 3u SleADij-i^-f^i*!'. *S«r 3"»I3- 
PAiD Aft API) 3|pbp| ijitfje AJiir caIdjad unjAC ib«iocjpn 
ho bejc J raec A^ur j D-3*l*I»f *S"r * rt)-he\t ^Ud aji ]i) 

lilCAiri CfeAhDA. 

T^iAjAic fiOTDpA A3ur bo iJiAC eftbApjui^e bjoti* SitClj* 
f *13l riu; Ajuf Fu*(p St)e*6b da frtjfeAtiA, A5ur tA]D|C 

co^Dupiur; Ajur ir AmUife puAm mujociit 5buAiiM ^s^r 

Aitibe b^ir A5 3AC bujiji &|b cpe eAbApsHisi SbuAnij *3iir 
2t)I)Apb&jD; *3iit "1 6eApDA n acc id bAjle bpicbiiil id 
c*D jr''*r"'CAp flXiDce Jbjp piji A^uf mijA) ; cod AnjlAjft 

no rpic DA tD|AUA riij *it b|C(D "De Asur 2t)Apb&iD. 

'CAplA n))AD ele bo dgoc a C|5 da rpoii)&&|iDe .i. Bpijjc 
ID^BAD ODicbcepDe, bAjncftlj SljeAijciiDj A5ur bo l^ic 
nj*jp3 "jSlf *ir»!- 1*0 piieA3Aip SeArjc&D- CjifeAC cjc 
jrpiuc, * bADpl*|c, Ap ScADciij. 2^)Aij bom paIa, Ap rj, 
Aju]- iDUDA FA3AP Ije Dl bAAnj beo. ZlbAgp jij iwi*D, Ap 
SeADC&n. 2t)u fi.]i b'^A^AjI bArij bo f*l'l- 1"!" "ir*^e, A3wf 
njo file ele bo boiD cluAirb|PS S^SI^ S**! *l lODci, acc 
5eip A D-iDAC A 1j*Pi; *3"r "lu fijc bo furijuib beAp3A 
Ajuf Bo cAepAjb copcpA; «3ur 5t> hjaS bl beocpoJAb- 



■ J icBErr blackbird. Un) and Loi) Bub ve lbs Irish namea for [he Duzlii Btiii 
btackbiid, ind Lui] ujree theretore sigrufles a wnter-ouzle or water-hen. ffoMi- 
mito tAtorci;«i. Wbeo the Ulter is ia good condition, the fleah ia well-fla- 
voored ^ bul it Mems that in iu bMt .iMte then u not much tal nn thin bird, 
and it wan on that awourl that dip good nld dame renueated Aer Jill from a 
dish thai ««a so uncommon and difficull to he ptncurdl. 



F fcrour to any ; you were j ust departad from it wben I came 
ap, and found a great large qaaotity of berries on the bush ; 
I spread the cloak over it, so that neither Btorm nor rain has 
touched them ever since, through the powers of God and my 

' interceseions ; and such of them as were red on that day, 

I.Bre black to-day, and those that were black have the taste 
honey." 
"She desired another thing," said Guaire, "namely, 

I that lay people might be in sickness and disease on her 
arrival." " It is hard to aak that," said Marvan, " and do 
thou proceed to-night to Fiim-Aragal of hospitality, and I 
will go to Glen-a-Scftil, and let us conjointly implore the 
Supreme King of Heaven and Earth, that your people may 

I be in sickness and disease, and be reetored immediately 

I after." 

They proceeded forward and they both prayed to God 
fervently that night. Meave gut the blackberriee ; she 
came to Durlue, and the condition she found the people of 
Guaire in, was that each of them had the symptoms of 
death through the united prayers of Guaire and Marvan ; 
and she bad only left the place when all of them both men 
and women recovered their health ; and such was the manner 
in which those things wished for were obtained by God'a 

' means and Marvan. 

Another longing desire seized a person in the house of 
the great Bardic Association, namely, Bridget, daughter of 
Onithkerne, the wife of Shanohan, and she uttered a loud 

.tnoan. Shanchan responded — "What is the matter with 

I ttiee, chicftainees ?" asked Shanchan. "A wish that has 
seized me," said she, " and unless it be obtained I will die." 
"Say the wish," said Shanchan. "To get my fill of the fat 
of a water blackbird ;' and again my fill of a red-eared and 
purely white cow without a liver, but having tallow in placo 

L of her Uver ; also my fill of red strawberries and of purple 
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uiDn i)A i)-bi«[3 FecTjftjc ye&^t, FU|iJi) -i. n)|l ij* FeicleAij. 
?lr CCAC«||I DA nJIAHA TM) b'pAS*!'' *)' Se*oc8Li). RuCfAC 

*r V) *isi ri"- 

^^ItJIc 5ii*I!>[ 3u itioc A|i rij#ri*c. CO b|m|5|t) tj* c|ion)- 
fiAjiiie, *5ur ^^ KI*nF**1''* Cioijuf *c*cah cotj inu|t;[:|}t 
njoiji n)4|rri At)|ii3? H\ jiAbuiTjuii |i)Artf, aji Seaijcai), UAIH 
ir njCAr* 00 beinjirr; op CApl* iu]aij bo tjeoc a^aidi) .i, 
Brtl5l&, itjJtfAij Oojccljenije, nju bcAttfA F&l"- CpSAS jij 
mjAD? Ap 3«A|p). Fo iijt)!)- SeAijc&u b6. Mj puil a ij-aic- 

TJCAfi IJA nj|AI)A riO 0'^A3A|l, Ap SuAlpj. 

Ciii)|c poiriie CO co|ppt"e*c o'lj &pui5|i)i Ajuf iji pAb* 
bo cuA]& ji) cAt) ciplA S^Apbiki:) bo. BeAtjoACAir c&d bA 
cfele b|b. Cpec iij bporj no ope ? a 51)UAip|, «p ^Apbtki], 
^|Ai| c&pU bo ijeAC A C13 IJA cporubAjrije, *p 3uA|p|. 
Dfeir lO cujpc Fiuij oij ? Ap 21)Apbit). ^re*''. Ap ^uAipi, 
ASUf bo iDOir "JA njiAijA. )r Aicrje &Ari)fA bAilc a puil r|Oi 

Ap 2^Apb&tJ .1. «5 CA|UeACA|b CuAI0A-bA-5UAlAIJ, op ACijC 

ijAi f\c]Z cAjlle fcc It) oeij ceAC, Ajur c|c a faic ujle b'«eii>- 

' ftiSnatf Fa^^ Fninn. This plira« U no« abtolele. The llrsl word may 
signify woodbine nr honeysackle ; the Becojid word mesiis of th« icoud or Koodg, 
and U also explain«l in the dicliunuy u the ftwicA tivf .- and the Ihird implies 
land, of may have been the naine of mniH particulur jjlnce, but the whole is 
explained here by (A* ktatg of (Ao woorfHne. As regsrda the fruils hero men- 
tioned it i« difficult to determine of what kind they were. Tlie word rUii)A or 
rub* is applied lo the fruit o( shruba, a* fut" caliijai), sttawbarrieii, rufi* 
cTIAOb, raapberriea, while the second is referalile to the berriea on liee«; as 
cdetiA CAepca|i)n, roondbcrries or the fruil of the quiclien tree. 

• Jiiaitii-ila-gtiialaa. This means lileraliy the lumuloB, moand or bill with 
two ahoulders or projections, and probably so named from having at a distance 
the appearance of the head in the centre and two hillecks, one on each side, 
representing the BhoulJcrs. This was the andeni name ot Tmim in the 
county of Galway where a religious establishment was founded by St. tarlath 
abant the beginning of the sixth centnry. I un not aware there was any saint 
called Da-ghualan. 

7iinuti signifies a moat, hillock, tiimulun or tinub, and seems to be the root 
of the Greek (miiAui, tlie Lalln tamultu, and also of cHuaUat, which is but ann- 
Ihrr form of ttiituibu. The Brares of eminent men in ancient times were 



berries, and tbat the drink I may get afWr tljem Bhall be 
Fethnait Feagka Fuinn,* Tiz., the honey of the woodbine." 

' It is difficult to procure these wishes," said Shanchan. 
I That night wore on. 

Quaire came early on the morrow to the bardic mansion, 
I ind cnquirtid— " How fares it with this great and excellent 
I people to-day ?" " We never have been," replied Shanchan, 
" at any time so badly off, for a longing desire has seized 
lone of U8, naiuely, Bridget, daughter of Onithkeme, my 
I own wife." " What is the wish?" asked Guaire. Shan- 
I ehan informed tum. "There is no possibility of procuring 
[ those wishes," said Guaire. 

He wunt away in sorrow from the mansion, hut did 

I not proceed far when he met Marvan. They greeted each 

I other. " What is the matter wilh thee, Guaire ?" asked 

Marvan. " A wish that has happened to a person in 'he 

dwelling of the Bards," replied Guaire. " AAer the white 

boar, eh T' exclaimed Marvan. " Yes," responded Guairo, 

, and he told him the wishes. " I know the place where 

■>lhose are, viz., with the Nuns of Tuaim-daghualan,' for 

■there are nine score nuns in one house, and they all get 

I sufficiency (of milk) by one milking from that cow ;' 




!T ol coped lica]ia of cjtnh in the shHpf gf moali or hillncks \ or of 
wise atones caiseil pyrHmidically to a ^'Al hdfjht, — See O'Brien uid 
natrong's DicliDiuriei. 

» Thk Cow. The luge quantity of milk yielded by the cow mentioned in this 

9 idenlily berwith the Glaa Gaibhne, or iJw grey cow of 

« aniith, of which so many wonderful storira have been related by oar Shan- 

I. She «u the properly ol I^nn Mac Llombtlui of the Tuath Dedanan colony, 

wastbvOrst smith tbat ever mitde (words of iron in Ireland. TheGlasaup- 

1 family and seTTUiti with plenty of milk and 

On thai Recount she was coveted by all those who heard of hei good 

s, and they wiahed to hetHMseasodof her. It wu not. however, an euy 

to steal litrr from the smith, aa be bad her watched by day, and by 

It she betwk hivaelt to some mountain faslneaa ; and her hoofs being te- 

A ah* always ctceeiied thow wbo sought aftet hct.' Xt fen^h Baler Bate 



ble*5*D 61) boju r^io; Acur if **^'» *c* jij lorj n"i *5"r 
|i} CAQ le^ce^r ]<> CAflleAC f a 6eoiS 6|b «fi cobUb cadA|>3- 
riuit) ce6l Mib ft* coi&elbuir pip goijc*, Ajuf njoi co 
i]Aei6Dujb; Ajuf *r be^itjiij bA cuccAf* ijaj fjcfc bS cluAf 

BeicnioDniich of Tory Island, tbe genua) ot the FomDiisai in tho bsttlfl ol 
Uagh Tuireadh, laecealed in getting poasesalan ot her. Sba ii said to have 
lived to the time ot tbe Fians of Erin in the thinl century at the ChrlBllan era, 
and that abe anppUed tbem all with abundance of milk. At every place they 
encamped there was s caw-houae cunatructed for the Glaa, and hence inuiy 
placet throngbout Irdand bear het name, such aa Ajdnaglaaa, gr Ard-na-Glaise, 
i.e., the hught or elevated ground of tbe Glas-Gaibbne. And to the prcoent 
day the Sgoiative Mying ie applied to ■ gDodly lactiferoua cow Uiat >bo gives 
aa much milk aa the Glaa-Gavne. 

Keating in hia Hiatory ol Ireland nnder AD. 528, evidently olludea to tbe 
con- of the nun» ot Tuam in tbe following passage. There is an account in a 
very ancient cbioaicle, that in the seventh year of the reign of Diarmuid, king 
of Ireland, a poor woman, who was a nun, and bad vowed a religious lite, called 
Sianich Ciu, applied herself lo the king, complaloiag ot the gteat injury she 
bad received from Guaire, the son of Colmsn, who had violently lorced trum 
her a cow, that waa the only means of her aubalatenee. This injury was so 
resented by EHarmuid, that be selected a atrong body of hta troops, and directed 
his march towards the river Shannon, on Ihe opposite aide of which Guaire'a 
forcei were drawn up lo oppose their crossing (be river. A battle endued in 
which Guaire was defeated, put to Sight and ultimately taken prisoner. 

" Although the reign ot the monarch Diarmuid Hac Cearbhail datca from 
the dxOi century, when CbrislJanity bad been tor a conaiderable time esta- 
blished, yet (he king liimsolt, if not an avowed pagan, was certainly only a 
Christian in name and still an abettor of Dmidism ; (or it ia related of him 
that he had Druids In attendance npon him. On one occauon we read o( his 
going to battle and availing himself uf their lervicea In raising a magical mist, 
which would liave givm him cerl«in victory, by confuaing an army with 
whiuh he was contending ; but his opponents hod a saint at their side, who by 
his prayers was alile lo dispel the mist, and so he was defeated. It is not pro- 
bable that a prince of such bias would wage war with a whole province merely 
to punish them for having injured a Cbriatian nun. This waging war with 
Gooire, marching into his territory, defeating and making him lie down on his 
back, so aa (bat he ahanld labmit to have Diarmuid stand over blm, and place 
the paint at hia sword between his tcolh ; appeared so myilerious to O'Balloran 
the Historian that be rejected the idea of the motive whicli Keating assigns ; 
Guairc'a offence being merely that of depriving an old woman of her cow. 
Bui this is not the only instance in iIif conduct uf Diarmuid uf his dlsprnpor- 



.IS 

Wund it ia they who have that binekhirj, and when the 
last of the nuns retires to sleep he sings omsic fur them 
which would lull to sleep wounded men nnd parturient 
women ; and it is certain that should you give them nine 



I lioned yvtigetiuw. For Ihe like < 

Ib eldest son, hdr lo the throne 

.. Thla com had been, like t 

^lom the vonng prince had oBKr 

Mtiun. llsd the accvpled the dS 

* actian ; she thereture would hsv-e 



fence he Bcniilly killed witb hU own hand 

for notliing more than kDling a com tat » 

e other, the |iroperty of an otd -woman, to 

1 seven coirs and ■ bull tiy way vl compea- 

r she would have been a gainer in the trans. 

3o cause ol complaint, and the rage ot the 

monarch oiusC hare been ooeadoaed, not by the injury done to Ibe Caittaei, 

4nlt For vbat he might have consld«ed a racrilegtooB crime. Diarm aid having 

muideied his aon, was seized with remorse, and then in his affliction he avowed 

himself a Christian, lor he had recoorio lo a wuiit, who ordered liim to go on a 

' fOgtimage, I tbink lo St Becan in Hudkerrv, who uonsoled and rid him of the 

eat deprenioD ot raiad nndei which he natnndly laboured. It is poedtile 

OiBl both tloriee may be tine, bat that Slonach Cro (the red fox) and the other 

CdUeaeh were not nuns bat Drufdcaiies ; the word Caileach may or may not 

D either. It is said thoy were religious recluses. This they may have 

been, without being Chriatlans. The prolisbility is that they were pagan 

prieatejaea, and that tlie cows were living idola like Apis, or in some sense coo- 

■idered aacred animals. There are numerous ovidonces to shew that idolalry 

■eorelly held ils ground in remote ptsces, and Druiditm lingered for several 

centuii^ after Ireland had been generally cooTerted ; and there are -i" ■■"'*- 

of its liaving been patronised by princcg. This fi shewn beyond doubt to have 

been the cose in Wales, where Druidlom under the name of Dardtsm trai 

patronised by the prinoes ai lata as the lime of Edward the First as is fully 

-proved by Davts, According to Gir^doa Cambrensis, the Irish pagans had a 

formidable community almost up to his lime at Mona Inch. Ledwich 

I quotes Giroldus, but endeavours to shew that the so-called demons were only 

favDuiite Culdees. Tie staying ot cows and calves, the properly of old 

nen, la nol uncumiDan in our oral Ivgendi, one of them occnrring in ImokiUy, 

a place culled Cnoc-mona-lay of which they say, that there was an old 

nan whose name was Uuna, and who, from her having an extraordinary 

'tlil, was called Mona-an-laoigh. For many yetn she kept this calf In spite 

at alt that could be done to induce her to part with it. At length the lord of 

■he place vent with all his men and killed the old woman and her calf. Than 

there *ame a eainl who ordered the house where she kept the calf, to bo pulled 

down, and left his curie on any one who would ever mention Mona'a name, lo 

Lnrecent which be tnoreorer changed the name of the hiti (rem Cnoc-Mona-an- 

f laoigh to Cnoc-nun a-lay." 



SeAjig 5leS^*l 06|b, ASup '*^3 5*c* bo 6]b, ^ujiub FeA|t|i 
« ti3-b6f*u 10* ri"; *3"r ^* cucc* daj t^|C|c loij bSib, 
Supub peAiip A tj-Aei) lot) jdaic. 

•Do fip ri "I el|, Afi 3uAifi] .1. rinJA Ajur CAepA Asuf 
rtnl rjA peicleAij. "Do jebcAji r|T) ACAnjr* * i)-5leAun-|i)- 
fcikil, AH 2t)A|ibit). *Ft>tc* ujle ija nj(At)A r]i} ATt)A|l ^o 
IiAiin5Ai(i 2t)A|ibM) ; Ajiif chcaS da| picic bo, Asup dai 
Ficic loij no ijA cA|l[eACAi& Ap j-oij a n-Aei) bo Ajiir a 
w-Aeri lii|i); ASiif a biibpArAji njAjce b-peAji u-6[|ieAi)t( 
OAji Fju jrj rjiotijbAri) u]!] |o OlAf rm bo rtjAnbAft. 

T^ajiIa TtJiAn A)li bo tjSAC A c|5 ijA c|iotnbA)ri)e .1. Do 
Sb^AtjcM) J A5Uf bo leic itjAiiis njoiH Af. it)o ^[leAjAiii 
Aij cpomfe^lTt) u|Ie A u-Ae(i)FeACC, A511T no ^lApHAjgreAt 
C1& unjA TiA|bi. ^|Ai) BotT) jiaIa, ol X'^i *3'^V "Wu'ja pAJAp 
be HI bAATO beo .1. mo fA)c b'^a^a]! bunj i:e|i) A5ur bonj 
clp|p, Ajuf bo n)Aiclj|b CotjijACc, bo f aiU tt)U|C) tjac hiica6 

psr, Asiir So cuiftn? eoSpAioDs, Asuf hjuija r*S''i' rii riii 

beAc 10 c|i&c \})A cele b|6Att) tqApb. 

•DocAfebAr ri'' »o 5b"Aitii r*') oiSq. *5"r wm phipis 

pe U 3AI) ceAcc t.')i)tn-A);5e ija brtujjtje ; Ajiif bo piAppAi* 
ciDDUf * cACAp *5oo TDuincin rb6)it mAjcn caU aijocc? 
Ni jiAbAmuH fiiAiT), A|i ri*c, oi^c| ir meAi-A so bejci 
A5AIDI). C|bot)? A)i 5uA)p), 2i)|An canU bo tjeoc A3AI0I). 

C|A &A capU JU tlJlAI) HIU? Ap 5''*ir'l* "tJo SeADCAIt 

reiHpile, boi) pij oUattj peirj. Cp^Ab 10 tn|Aij P Ap 3u*H>1- 
Ro IjintjirsAfe 66. Ba bpoifAc 5"iAip| 6e ri'Ji "P "iP f*]! 
IJA m|At)* T^w '>V*3*i'' 



" We do Dut lee liDW llie cow of Sioaacb Cro can be iilentiQed with Ibe Glu 
Gnlmhne unlesa the nune wu tbs uime, ind even then it miut be by the Hina 
ytuxta or reuoning u tlie Egyptiuu uaed In idsntifying the Apia alain by 
t,'«mbyBHi with Ihe urigini] incariutioD ol (MriB, whith belug liDUrishEd 2,S00 
yeus bdforc nt least. Tlipre Is Ihla much in uuinmon to Apia. iikI to the Gins 
Giimhnc, an<I ti> tiiuaiich Cro'n vi>w Ilial all vntv sncred uiiinula." 

The Ii.regtting milp has Ifiq kirnllv supplied by Willinni Hoikell, Eaci- 





Kipe, reJ-eared, purely white cowb, their one cow would be 
more valuable than them all ; and Bhonld you give them 
nine score blackbirda, their one blackbird would be better 
than they. 

"She desired another thing," aaid Guaire, "namely, 
shrub-berries and tree-berriea and the honey of the wood- 
bine." "Thofle will be found with me,"aaidMarvan. All 
those wiahea were procured aa Marvan predicted. Nine 
Bcore kine, and nine score blackbirdB, were given to the 
nuns for their one cow and one blackbird ; and the nobility 
of the men of Ireland, declared that the entire of (he great 
Bardic Aasociation were not worth those two (animals^ that 
were killed. 

Another longing desire seized one of the great Bardic 
Aaaociation, namely, Shanchan, and he uttered a great moan. 
The whole of the great Bardic Association simultaneously 
responded, and they aaked what was the matter with him. 
*' A longing desire that has seized me," replied be, "and 
unless it be procured 1 shall die, namely, that I myself, nay 
Bardic Association and the nobles of Gonnaught may get 
our fill of the fat of hogs that have not yet been farrowed, 
and also of ale (the produce) of one grain (of corn), and ex- 
cept these be obtained within the period of twenty-four 
hours 1 shall be dead. 

That (circumstance) was revealed to Quaire in the night, 
[and be did not wait for the day, but came directly to the 
Imausion, and he asked — " How does it fare with this great 
I and good people to-night?" " We never," said they, " have 
I had a worse night." " IIow bo ?" asked Guaire. " A long- 
ing desire that has seized one of us." " To whom did that 
longing happen?" asked Guaire. "To Shanchan the aged 
poet, the arch bard himself," " What is the wish ?" asked 
Guaire. lie was told it. Whereupon Quaire was sore 
troubled, for he considered that those wishes could not be 
gratified. 



C3 
AF* ^Aftb^T). ?t)iAi) citT<''^ *^ i)e&c A t]5 DA CTionj^Aitije, 

*u 5ii*ii'i' CApeir lu cujfic pinr)? Aft ^Q^iibM). Jr^A&, 

' On the labjiwt of • porcine eulttu in tretoml, Mr, Wiltima llackati, u) 
well known for hia Invostigationa in Irish Folk-lore, in connexitm witb tbe 
testlgea of our early pagttiiim, has abUginglj' fumisbed ibt Editor wltb the 
foUowing note, wbich unfolds Mr. Uuketl'a vieva on this subject : — 

" In a paper, wbicli app«ared in the ' Tranaoclions of the Rilltennj' Aich- 
lefltogical Societj,' vol. It. pp. 303-34, I gave it oa niy opinion, that all tbe 
Icgenils of porcine snimaU which abound In Ireland, Wales, and Scotland, 
had rafurenca to the »nppre»ioo of a form of idolatry analogooa to, if not 
Idanlical with (he existing worthip of the Uindoo Deity Vishnu, in bit Avalai 
u a boar. From auba»]aent reading t have been confirmed in tbia opinion. 
I consider the worship of tbe boar to have been a section of the arhite wor- 
ship, which would sppeu to have been the religion of Ibal slock, whose dcs- 
cendants, whersTar scstlered, Bre comprehended m the nation* who apeak tbe 
languages termed Hi ndo- European. Viibnu has beon idenliHed with Noah; 
in his incarnation, as a boar, he raised on his luaka tbe globs ol tbe earth 
from tbe bottom of the abrss. It hoi been remmked by the leamcil Ttiyant, 
Ihkl the reaaon why the beiler came to be considered as a aynilwl of the ark, 
waa that tlie word ' Theba' aignilias an ark, alao a heifer. Tbe Iriab langoige, 
perbapa, affords ■ ■imtlni liey to Ota aaomaly of identifying the boar with the 
itrk. Arc signifies a boar in the instance of ' Droum-arc,' a esim on the Slieva 
Huck range. A great boai is recorded as having resided there, and many 
local legends prevail in the aubjacenl ' glen of Atharls' (the Glen of the heifer) 
respecting him. In O'Donovan'a ' Sketch of the lite of Fionn.' we read th»t 
the hero, when in tlial part of the country, waa cautioned against the ferocity 
of tJie great boar of Siicn ifark. In the other legends of Flonn, we read 
more of hia acbievemenia against serpents than against boars ; but in the oral 
legEDda his prowess against boara is the prominent subject. It la remarkable 
that moat of these legends prevail at ailcs which in Hiudoetan are considered 
■acred — tbe junctions of rivers. Since I wrote tbe paper alluded to, every 
Inquiry I have made has added to the lists of such sitea. Some time ago I 
went to see a place where a boar bad been slain by a renovned warrior. On 
approaching the spot, a companion who was witb me remarked, that as there 
waa only one river, he (eared my theory would not be aupported. In that in- 
■Ultoe, I replied, that we should investigate before we pronoimced. After 
hiving vUited all tbe ailes identified with the It^end, we were about to leave, 
attar we bad seen where the boar was buried (it was a diuidical monument), 
Onr informatit then stated, that formerly it that apot, Che ' Povl Doraeia' water 
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) turned Bway out Irom the mansion but proceeded 

' not far when Marian met liim. "What ia it troubles 

thee, Guaire?" asked Marvaa. "A longing desire 

that has seizetl one iu the mansion pf the learned.' 

"After the white boar?"' exclaimed Marvan. "Yea," 



t mun river, bat had been diverted [rum its coarse bj- a f urmer Lord 

CooaideriDg the mird ' PomI Doradtii' is signiticHiiI of jdalatry, I 

led to thioli, tliat the Blackpool river, where it fall< into the Lse in 

ftSIork, was a >ile ol the Poidne Cullm, tbongh iha legend may have bcoi loHi 

le place a called Leltrim, and the barony of that name was eminently re- 

I BOwned u I seat of boar wnrahlp. In the written legend called ' Sgcal Fiacbtna,' 

I li> be the place wbve the ' Sullair mi ifuct' vat obtained. In Uie 

■ oounty Coric, near Fermoy, it a place called Ldtrim, at the >pot where tbe 

r rtver Puncheon fulle into the river Blackwater. On nccirjeittally meeting a 

a from that locality, I aaked him if there were any atory about ■ boar 

L ttere ; he replied, that the spot called Cml na Murk wot on bis land, when 

IT lived that «u tilain by Fionc. I have not seen many ol the rites 

tbe death of Diarmiud la commemorated, and do Dot know whether the 

imark of the idantily of sitea would extend lo them. That it exiati ia 

and is proved in at least one inalance wbure 1 find Ibelernis ■ 3fiui Comer' 

a place called • Letter Finlay' (Fiou Ijugh), the while calf. Where the 

lalla into the Dimm in the county Silkeany ia an old grave-yard at the 

:b of Afuci a Ltt. Kaiiluri ia anolber coincidence, and I lielieve Carrig- 

I i|M->niic castle on the Dripaey river may be added to tbe number. There are 

uny reasons for concluding that those sites are not deaominated (rum any 

Mtural or ordinary animals. Topographical teima would acorely originate in 

neb a source, and the trudilions of the peasantry all describe the -T,in.^l || 

■ DraaidiacAl, by which they understand enchanted, but which we may 

consida- as druldical, belonging to diuida. 

" I think we have alrong reason lot believing tiial the Druids preserved cer- 
tain Boara, Cows, At., living animals with peculiar marks as the Egyptiana 
had the Bull Apis, and it is remarkable that one ol the peculiarities by which 
Apis was chosen, was that the hair of bis hide was pointed towards his head, 
the reverse of that of other bulls. The same is lold of these legendary Boors, 
whose bristles wera pointed forward like hairs of Apis. I have mentioned that 
the lute Mr. Sydenham came to the conclusion, from the numerous local legend*, 
and for other ^eaBon^ that at all fanes of Dnildism, the Druids had sacred cowa, 
I think the remark would extend to Boars. I consider that those |MoCCariona 
sl the peasantry such as Skelligs, May games, Wren bushes, &c., ar* comae- 
B^untioniof old rites of the Pagan Priestiiood commonly called Druids. In 




c^pU? "Do SljfAOcM) reinvi'p- *!' 3''*ll»i. ■'■ * f*l^ 



■11 probabililj il 



An ocoAsion nt proceuion of tho kind that thrnfl Druida 
olhei wnr(i« levied contribntions on (heir congregntiorn, 
1 have noticed In tha Kilkenny pApa that The proFeaslao headed by ihe ' Lara 
ban' promised all manner of happlneu and bleaiiin^ to [he generous and boun - 
tiful, and all malmlictiuni and mlgfartunu to Ihnse vho did not contribute 
Ubarally to the sujijiorl ol the Sfuck itla. a long practical addiBw waB recited 
on «ach occaainn* and *uch paitiea aa ynung vomen anxloua for husbanda. 
newly marricl coupln itiabing tii have children, even avaiicioun farmera con- 
tribaled largely in hope of earning Ihe bleaaingi of the Mack olla. It is ain- 
gulai that these proceMions Houriah most in Imokilly, in that dittrict between 
Cork harbour and BallycoMon. where the aehlevranenta of Fionn in ilaying the 
Boar are moat celebrated — Kiich conlmUctiona are frequent in the regions of 
legendary lore. Samhain'ii eve w«i the time tor making these appeal*. There 
in a Furt in that eountrr called ' LUna Tore Thomaush.' which 1 consider very 
remarkable hai-ing found Ihi* wnrrt ' TTunn'iiuh ' pmhodied in many of these 
legends and in our topography. In some parts of the North West Coast of Ira- 
Und, are two moantains, one ealled .Vihui Tore the other Maam Tkoiiuuuh. 1 
would recommend the word In the attention of Irish scholars. Tbamuz was 
■notber name for Adonis, whose history is the same aa that of Diarmuid, and 
hia name not very dissimilar to O'Duibhne. It is worthy of remark that, 
though Fionn of tht legends noa invariably triamphint over the Boar, and 
Diarmuid was slain by that animal, the reading may be that Dlarmnid's attempt 
10 nnppreaa that worship was a failure. It is worthy of remark, that claasical 
and Celtic mythic legonda can with one exception be traced to a Hindoo Huirre. 
In particukr the legends of the Boar, the achievements o( Hercules are like 
those of Fionn, and the meeting of heroes for the killing of the Calydonian 
boar are like FlonoV warriors, who assembled (or a like purpose at FiJia Lag, 
In Kinalea, where the Laogki or warriors assembled. The legend which is not 
to lie foonil in Hindoo lore is that of the Boar. We read of many partlcldars 
in the life of Criahna, of which we have counterparts in Celtic lore, but there 
is no prototype for Boar slaying. This is olvioualy owing to the fact that the 
worship lias never been suppressed in Hindostan. Tn Moore's ' Hindu Pan- 
theon' may Im seen Viahnu with human figure and Boar's head There in n 
prayer quoted in the Atioiic Jlttamtei, in which a goddess Is Invoked as having 
the face of a mild urine, and being ' black and good.' There Is a cairn on a 
bend ot Ihe Midleton river, called Cain na Hack 1'™— now a calm would 
ocarcely be denominated (ram a common pig. On a umltar bend is tli* river 





'replied Guaire. " What is the wish," a^ked Marvnn, "and 
to whom did it happen f" " To Shanchan, the aged poet," 
replied Guaire, " namely, a anfficieney for himself and for 
his associates, and for the nobility and gentry of Connaoght, 
of the ale of one grain (of com)." " That will be found 



doubtlew iu uuio 
In (be Kilkenny A 
boar. I bare not men t 
il it were perused by oi 



Suir il Cool lu-mnck, recently tbe seat of tbe Walla. At Ctma •u-nNfJb, nmr 
Hudborongh, in the Coanty Watc^Iord, are legcnits of Bou'-slaj'ing ; thu >■ 
■t a jiuicdan at rivers. Muckrou, Kiilamey, is a promontory running intii 
the lake, Muckrou, now called Muckrid^ i« at the junrtion of the rirer 
Tower with the Blackwatar. The river HI Kearny, Caoaty Kilkenny, is said 
to be 10 called fram an ' Arc,' a boar, Arklow, County WIcklow, has a similar 
» duM (the Duie'a caat ') near Newry, northward, ha* 
aome Druidieal Incident. The ' Triur Mac,' mentioned 
Bological Proceedinga, is replete with the incidenta of the 
inuscript call«i Seilg na maia dmillt, but I think, 
ID entertained these mythic views, that it wonid 
be found to refer to tome great hunting malcb not likely to hare been a chue. 
The catling up of the Jlaci DaAa is very like the carving of the Caledonian 

" The pig or hog, knnwn by the varioua aynoDyms of *nuc, ore, lorr, ner, 
triatik, lore allaidA (wild boar), baiM. nirU, &c., seems to have existed in Ireland 
from the very earliest times either in ■ wild or domestic state. Its remains 
■live been found in every situatino, and sspecially in our great animal depoaita, 
at Dunshaughlin In Meath ; Lough Our, county of Limerick ; in the bone cave 
M Shandon in the eonnly of Waterford ; wilhhi Cranogues ; beside our mort 
•ncient Kathe. and neu- or ia the Fulachda Flan. 

" Cambrenais ipeaka witll surprise of the immense abundance of swine in 
Ireland in bis Ume. They appou to have been a f svonrite property, and highly 
valued aa food. They were given in largo numbers aa tribute and stipend to 
kings and ehieftains, and mortalities amongst swine are frequently recorded 
In our annals. Particular seasons are prescribed for hunting the wild boar ; 
Uanl periods ue characteriied oa lucky or unlucky tor hunting or avoiding the 
K'Aase of this animal, in company or otherwise. 

" In pagan times the pig was held aa ucred In Ireland as it la beld at the 
present day in the religious system of India ond China- It Is a carious fact, 
that the island generally, ss well as many of its lesser islanda lying along 
our shores and eatuariea, long ago received the name of ^ Muc Inii^ or hog 
iiUnd. evidently in connexion with this aacnd character, which it held in 
h other animals similarly devoted to religion, aa the Bid), Oow, 
■!(, Dog, ic. Islnndi were generally regarded in tbe ancient pagan world 
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l()-7c!i|l, *|i 2^A|ib&i). CtuDiir OD ? *ii 5u*|ii|. "^loij fto 
\o b* n*ibtf Oo TieaccAiiierj f&io .i, 5«4(I'<5 I'^K*'!"),^ 
AC zet.cz o cuji fjl, *5ur bo lijocAiJ t« !it>» e*c*iip* 
A5ur boon A bp6i5e, A^ur puAin 5^»^1l>I)e cjinicDeAccA 

>s more or leu aocnd ; but there were cerUio isUads held u eEpecially lujiy, 
■3 Deloa, Samolhisce. &c. Tbat Iielind wiu so accounted, sad recdved its 
name oi Hue Inu from a rdigioaa dedicjlinn, has been the opinion o( nii'n 
profaimdly conr«iauit in our Archeology. Thi> reputed sanctitj-, in ages I'ing 
uitecedeot to Chriatianilf , wu Indeed recofcniBeil In remote foreign rounlrics 
froiD very early Uinefl vhen Ireland via known by the nonie of tiuuUi 
Sacra, aa ve learn from Featus Avienus, who vrrote in the fourth tenlury 
from tlie ' oldest ' annals of CailhaKe. That wriler relatea that Haiuiluo 
the Cattliaginian, In his voyage of discovery in the north- irealem ocean, had 
naviKated the seas between the Island of the Albionen and the Hcreil ufanJ of 
tbe Hlberni, Ifaos aaslgning (o this venerable cliaraeterutic the very faiglicHt 
antiquity. The repuwtioii wa« doubtless due lo Its pre-eminence u a neat of 
Druldism, conoecting it with the traditions respecting the Islca of the blest or 
tetrwlrlal paiadlie, which prevailed from Gaul to Greece and India. Indeed, 
In tbe laltei country the ' while lalandi of tbe west' are believed to include 
our western SamDlhraca, known aa peculiarly conaeerated to religion. One of 
our earlleil cnlonies — tlie Danaana — appears to lutve formed a theocracy re- 
nowned for their skill in rltei and myslerica, and succeeding colonists received 
^eir kings and cblefulni into their mythology aa Dii minores. It b more 
than probable that it was to Iidand in this iUt religiouB chniacter, that Caeoar 
Inferred when he intimated that Britain (generally) wai the great seat of 
Druldism. In a report made (o (lie Eui)ieror Claudius as mentioned by Flu- 
larch, an order of Magi is declared as existing in this Island accounted of 
special hollnesB, This woold wem lu refer to that section of the Druid prienl- 
hood known by tbe naihe of Sliyh, and which was borne by so many royal 
personages In oui aoolent history, as Mugh Huadhat, Mogh Curb, Mogh Nrlil, 
&c. 

" This is here mentioned is a farther testimony lo the reputed pagan aancljly 
of [hU iaiand. To what extent swine were held In religious veneration cannot 
now be known. Bat this woisliip has left its impress on much ol our topography 
and monumental sites. Such names as /nil Arciut (Sheikin), Kal-na-mnict, and 
Liaba-tia-muict (near Lough Gur), and the legendary attribnlea of enchanted 
boara, ic, are but the fragmentary relii|uea of old Irish general mythology- 
One of the Hebrides Is attil called Pig Island, tbe native chief of which was 
■tylfd ' Muc' That our paganism could have been of so degraded a character, 
as to assume auch »H""'' amongit the objects of its worship, must not 
snrpriH us, when wa are reminded of the existence of a similar culliii in the 
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with me in Glen-a-Scail," said Marvan. " How bo '!" asked 
Guaire. " One day that yoiir own agriculturist, namely, 
Quaire Beiceinigh (or of little hospitaiity) had been return- 
ing from sowing seed, he felt a subetance (literally a pro- 
minence) imdor the aole of hia ahoe, and he found a grain 

wligloiH (yslenu o( nncUnl Egj-pl, und of that of Indi* and Ctim «t Ihn 
presmt day. An obMTvant young friend of ours — Dr. Thomiu WindeJc, wrLling 
home recently from Canton, apeakinl; of (he remarkible places riaited by him 
in that rity, Mya : — ' Adjoinhig ■ large BudhiM temple, which 1 viated, wai 
an eiteniivc enclosore, within which, I with my own eyeti beheld the cele- 
brated tiMiW piji, and htatd their hallowed grnntingi to my entire BUtisfaction. 
They were enormoiuly fat and bloated; much amaller than that cherlshrd 
character Che Irish pig ; but of a mach graver and more dJvine can of eoun-- 
tenance tban the Sibeniian Bpaciea. The latter animal haa a rollicking swigger, 
and ui afr of euy bidependenee peculiarly hia own. wbleh no olhfr hog of mj 
arqnainlance possesses. There is no doubt about (his irorship here, no more 
thin that of the gold flih which I saw In the vidnity of the celebrated Tempi* 
of Longevity.' 

" The old native breed of Irish swine here referred to it now faat dlaappeu- 
ing, and will iood be eilmct. It has been deecribcd as lotig-1 egged, Urge- 
honed and raior-backed, wllh elongate"! visage, a sharp snout, thin and spare 
of body, and easily fed but difficult to fattrn. It is now giving way to an 
improved foreign breed, a short-legged heavy variety, more prolific and easier 
fattened, characterislica ot anperior value, as on the hog, at this day, is tha 
poor miD'a chief reliance for payment of hia rent. 

"To a people addicted to hunting, as wore the ancient Irish, the chase ot 
the wild boar mnst have formed a very fsvourile amusement ; and yet one may 
wonder how an animal so dear to the hunter eonld have been chosen for rdl- 
giotu revirence, onlesa it may have grown ant of respect and admiration of 
hia proweM and fierceness, nr become associated with some process of symlwl- 
tsm. Conld we accept the inlerprelallnn recently given to the Ogham inscriji- 
tion opon the piDar-atoBe at naltyi|uin In the county ol Walerforil. it wotUd 
appear that the hc^ was sacred (o the goddeia Aiui or Aine. Mr. WDlisms nf 
Dungarvan, a waloDS and inccessf ut Ogham investigator, reads the characters 
on this monument as forming CacAbJ^ti TQOCob I| H]eA ttqiro, which he trans- 
lates ' Sacrifice of swine is the sovereign right of Ana.' Bat it must tie stated, 
that this rendering hiu been objected to on strong grounds, as involving a 
license with n^iard (a eeveral of the characters nnt admissible ; wheoci! !| 
followa that we may regard the ijue^tion. whether the p!g was a deily m a 
vlellmi u slill an open one," 



cusAHir* *■ Ro cUno*l5eA6 liutnr* * c*lii)«lif be t" 

bllAfirtlt) no; «3ur C*DC*CAfl 10 bljA&AIt) CADAir^e fCACC 

pIi]ti}6|AfA p|6eAc. 2lcc aca Ae|t) bl|A6A|i} b6c o ri" 
llle, *3ur u[ii leiceAf Apbup ele c|iic FpintJ P& flOJ *3"r 
ACfcic r«*c^ ppiiijcpiiACA bo COHA& |i) Aeij Sn^lije ri" 
AcuTRfA; AST 1*" "MlM^T f'c46 TTfop c&|tj bo oeijAri) a 

t)-5i|iiD-it)-rc*il. 43ur ir *»6i3 iin>r*. *r> ^*p&*Oi &* cir- 

bA)r n)A]i\ Coi)t)t.cc a i)-Aei>bAilj, co b-fuijbir a ij-l»Aec«|i) 
b|6e A5ur »i5e bo cboM^ lU *«") 51**1''^ rf- 

•Do fin ffe uj ell, *!* SuAIM- ■'■ * f^ic opi^SAll tw r*!"). 
A3uf bA clein, Asuf bo liiAicib Coijijacc, bo fAlU n]U|C« 

n* ftucAb por, Ajuf "lu'j* F*3C''^ t\^ r"il oeACAfe (u cpAcb 

AQA c&li, iji feAitfibe A f AJAil CO bitAcb- 't>o 3ebcAit ACAinpA 
flD * ij-3leAui)-it)-rciil, AH 2l)Aiib!nj. C|t)i)ur *n SuAim ? 
Seo fto lo bA i)-beACA(ti bAijcAipeAC bo rijucj-A bo biie|c 
one Afi pub 5bln)U|-lU-tc*|li AST c&plA bA cfile Ij) A3iir 
pAelcu ir|i) pi3bAi6; Acup CU3 in cu canrtAlDS boi) rjuic 
sup leic A bAbftc A5HP A IjltJACAp FPIa; ASiip '^"'^ 1" •""<= 
CAit|tA)n3 boi) coiD 3itp bcAij a ce*utj bi ; Ajup tji &e*pD- 
pAC «p Aci) Acc corijcoiriii) jtj catj cAijAcpA cucA, A3ur 
pUApHp coiiijec i)A ij-opc pop U|i, A3ur 5AC ope 61b ac 
CAbAipc cuiobpiutijA pop A corijAjp. Do leceAppA AtoAC 
lAC, t)*| ij-oipc pipeAODA, A3ur ACij ope bAineAOt). tio 
TOApbupA lApAD) 0|pc tiru|ce pA njeApA ceijel ii>A(criunj ; 
«5upAtA|c ijAj m-bl|A6AT)A o p(D (lie, Asup aca)c pip ida 
DAI COpCA|b llACA lu|bp|AclACA ; Ajup ip boij litur*! *P 
2t)ApbAt}, bA ClpcAIp n)A|Cl CODDACC CO bAep ilC CO pU|5- 

B|cip A lop 6AecA|T) bo pAjll ija tijuc poio- 2l3ur cAbu|ppt 

A PO3A 6o|b }t) plcAj piD &']6lACAt3 CUCA, 1)0 cbeAcc bA 

CAiciiij 5u 5leADU-iD-rc^ll- 

■ A dag and a nishl. This U not liuril, nlthoagh it conveya the meaning 
ol the origin*!, which ia ru|l aoACAi n =n«h 4i)4 iele, before the poinl of 
time gopa into the other ; that ia, before the point of time in nay dsj or ni^iht 
(Xtenil> lo the corresponding point ol dma in the next day or night fiilluu lag, 
01 m other wot da. btfm tkt folJUmtnt 1/ Hi (vm^/uiH- kam. 
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of wlieat in it, and an acorn was not lurgcr lliaa it ; this Ua 
brought fo me. It was planted by me in the ground that 
year, and seven and twenty prime eara sprang forth in the 
Becond year. But eleven years have elapsed since then, 
and no other com has been allowed to mix with it during 
that period, and I have (.now) seven prime stacks (of com) 
which are the produce of that one grain. I have given 
directiona to prepare a great excellent banquet in Glen-a- 
Scail, and 1 am confident," said Marvan, '* that should all 
the nobles of Connaught assemble, they can have plenty of 
food and drink from the produce of that one grain." 

" He desired another thing," said Guaire, " namely, to 
have plenty for himself and for his bardic associates and for 
tlio nobles of Connaught of the fat of a bog that has not 
yet been farrowed, and unless it bo procured within the 
space of a day and a night' it need never be procured," 
" That will be found with me in Glen-a-Scail," said Mar- 
van. "How?" asked Guaire. "One day that the chief 
sow of your swine bad wandered through Glen-a-Scail to 
farrow, she encountered a wolf in the forest, and the wolf 
having torn her, her litter and bowels gushed out. The 
sow made a charge at the wolf and took off her bead, and 
they had only fallen by each other when I came up to them 
and found the holder (or matrix) of the piglings on the 
ground, and each pigling making a forward effort. I let 
them out, there being nine hoar piglings and one sow pig- 
ling. I then killed the sucking pigs of a hog of an inferior 
breed to these, in order to rear them. Nine years have 
since then elapsed, and they are now nine full grown boars 
with curved tusks ; and it is my opinion," said Marvan, 
" that should the nobility and gentry of Connaught assem- 
ble together, they shall have their full sufficiency of the 
fat of those bogs : and do thou give them their choice to 
have the feast conveyed to tbem or come and partake of it 
at Gien-a-Scail." 
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T-uctA A fiO^A t>oi] C)iotQ6&]ri} 6\b no. ^ bub|i«CA|i 

b-piiicpicir * rD-bnui3iij Feji?. 7^uc«d iij pleAJ ri" cuca, 
«3ur 60 i-u|&i3e«6 A)i bpejc SbeAiJC*.]!) jac ; Asuf po 5«b- 

r*c *5 61 «3ur «3 AfbijcAr, «s"r * r^S* oipfi^i* *5''r 

cAlA&At} b* 5AC bu)!je uAfAl »|B otj cponT&iiinj. Bacaii 
pofi r*D b-pleAj rio cpj li Ajuf ceopA o|6ce. Oc coi)A||tc 
SeAijc&i) |ii)upcpA]3 |u bi6 AjUf ijA &i3e jc* cAjCiiim ac 
3|llAi)DpA(6e A3Hr A3 &AefCApfluA3Aib CoijrjACC, 00 5*6 
bojciuU njop ft, *3iir * bubftipc ijac cAicpcAb b|A& ij* 
6eoc 1)0 5tt cuipcb6 tijAici CoifijAcc Ar|i) nj-bAilj atijac, 
A3uf do cu|p)c A cftAbdiji. 

Ba| cfiA SeAt)£&i} cpi Ia A3ur cpi oi6£e 3At) b|A6 3Atf 
beoc- "Do 71*16 SitAIPb *r cpuAft feunjo, Ap ye. At) cponj- 
6&it) u|I| A3 CA]cbeA6 b|6 a c|ii]ceAll SbeAi)cii|D, A3uf r^ 
fftjij t)A cpofCAft ; A5i»r ^ ^uip oaIca njuipijCAC bo bj 4151 
bo fAjJib SbeAr)£jv]i), A3ur Aftbe]pc ppir b|op pAb* F|i)b 
cbuiU bo ^AbAit cttis), A3ur 365 bo cup Ap; A5iir bA cpiAij 
|t) bcApA po|rt)e, Ajuf A Aejt) cpiAT) da 6|AI3, A5iir ^^ 
]nyfa]t)e a 6-FiA6pu|r| S)t3Aitc&)1). Ceib ]i) iDACAeti) co 
l)Aipn7 1 nj-bA SeArjcM), C]6 |r aI bujc botj 565 ro|i) ? Ap 
SeAi)6«T). !a uUri)U3A bu|cri, a P15 OlUirn, Ap |ij njA- 
CAeii). Cj& Ap Ap cu|peA& tl|urA le|f ? Ap SeAt)dit), 
NcAC 5u cAeitjberAjb A5nr 5" 0-3^)1)6 bo b'Ajl bo SbuAjpi 
leb cu[cr|. 2lr t^lS ^l^'Ji *?* SeAijciDj vac puAjp r® iri" 
n)-bA|le weAC bu6 n)|rc|Arb«lSl lt)A cl)UfA. Cpeb id c-Ab- 
bApf A PI OllAjri), Ap 10 tnACAeri). "Do b'A|CD|b isArbr* 
bo feADACAift, A3ur bo b| re n)ell 11)31)646 ; a3ui- o bo bj v] 

CAlCCAbf-A blAb Af bo lAllbn- 

■ The ancient Irish were verj exact In giving to each gueat hia seat *t tti' 
(eitive b«ud according to bis rank in society; and ne axe informed by our 
MS3. and Shaoacheea tbat tbe BeuL cl boDor bad often to be decided by an 
nppeal to the Bard. " The iuag« at tbe tuut of Emsn waa, that bli own senl 
WJis sppropriatfld to each of the honiehold of (king) Conor." (rate '\f IJtinh-i.) 

' The conduct here, and in the n^il paragraph, allrihutrd to Seinchan, U a 
■allrical piclnfe of thf T^lulatiiSi " ifp" "i intolerable imolcnte and liiente. 
aaaamed by th* Birds, 




Tlio cboice of selectiou was submitted Lo tbe Bai'Js. 
They replied, that they had a mind to satirize tlie nobles of 
Connaugiit for preeuming to think that they would leave 
their owu mansion. That feast w&b brought to them, and 
they were seated in conformity with the decision of Shan- 
chan.' They drank and made morry, and every gueat 
present was entertained by the great Bardic Association 
with the choicest music and profesaional accomplishmentB. 
That feast was continued for three days and throe nighta. 
When Shanchan perceived the eitraordinary quantity of 
food and drink that was being consumed by the servants he 
became very churlish, and said, that he would not taste of 
food or drink until the nobles of Connaagbt were dismissed 
from tbe mansion, and forthwith they were sent away. 

Shanchan, however, continued three days and three 
nights without food or drink. Guaire said. " It is 
grievous to us that the whole Bardic Order should be taking 
food around Shanchan while he himself fasts." lie then 
sent a favourite domestic of his to Shanchan, and he in- 
structed him to procure a long white hazel spit, to put a 
goose on it, to keep two-thirds of the spit before him, and 
one-third behind him, and to hold it in that manner in the 
presence of Shanchan. The young man went into the 
place where Shanchan was. " What do you intend to do 
with that goose?" asked Shanchan. "To prepare it for 
thee, Royal Bard," replied the youth. " Why have you 
been sent with it?" asked Shanchan. "Aa a person of 
mild manners and of cleanliness, selected by Guaire to 
bring you your food." " We believe," said Shanchan, 
" that he could not find in the locality a more uncomely 
person than thyself." " For what cause ; Royal Bard?" 
asked the youth. " I knew your grandfather and he was 
chip-nailed, and since he was so, I shall not take food out 
of thy hands."' 




IttjqSir V) njACAeit) cu bfidijucbt *5iir *<> lO'lIf ho 

5h«Aiiii riu. ?* olc U 3wA]t*i no- ^st t^cr*!; *r cu 

ceann cm U *5ur cm p-o)6ce. SAlpeAf SuaiPI "a'c* elf 
66 cbu|5? .1- TJJeAij Bee B«io|5i, A3ur ftcbe*iic |i|A. Beip 
Iflc, A iD^eAT), plii[t cpujcbDeAcc* AJur jucbpA bp*bA)i7 
;^o Se&nc&i), Ajur F"!" *?* FlA^'Ji'in I*"-' ^^ic aij ip^eAt). 
CpS6 &0 b'*]l be riH, * ii)3eAD? at* SeAijcAij, % uUnjucb 
*6 bujcri. A ItlS olUiri), Aft xh Cjiec umAp ciiipeab 
cbofA leir? AH SeADCftQ. Ncac 50 t^jUiije A^uf co 
fceiri) bob' &]\ bo 5buAin| leb' cuib buicri". ?lr boij 
leAmfA AIT), A}t SeAijcui), tjac pujl |r|U bAfll lU bA^A njA- 
C*ii) ir "firciArijAisi lUA tbiir*. Ci6ot), a ^15 olUiiit ? A|I 
A1J luJeAtJ. 'Dob' Aicue bAiijr* bo feAijroACAiii, Ajuf *"' 
b) pop cAfttiA|c Aipb A3 ceAjufS eoluir bo lobitAjb, Ajur 
bo fjo A l&iti) bo ceACAfC iij eoluij- hoib, Ajuf 6 bo f]i} c(b 
urn* cAicpiuDri bjAb Af bo liyrijn- 

CJiIti|c Aij iu3eAtj iioimpi cu bjidDAC, A3m- bo ii)b|r f>o 
SbuAim- 21 bubA|)ic 5iwi)p], it)u njAllACcfA Ap )u m-b?l 
A bubAipc T|u, A3ur Si'lSI"' SlP^I'l "1"'* A3"r tAlitjAD 
HIA n" beAcb SeAijcIitj boo c-r*05Al co ciica a bfil p6|c 
bo bel lobup. 

' lApronj. Thia loathsome cuuneotu dueau, once so gBneral Id the ancieot 
WDrlil, is now happily but little known in Europe, altfaougli Mill prevalent In 
■he Eut as well ai in Barbary and Horoceo. It in ui infectious, ulceroiu 
aSection of tbe akin capable of being communitBted to othcra by contact. 
Under tbe Hoaaic law the leper was separated from tbe rest of menkind, and 
sacridcea of puriflcaliona wore appointed for restoring him to society. 

It is Euppoied, allhough this is more than questionable, to have originated 
in tbe constant use of flab aa foot), and to luve disappeared tlirough llie adop- 
tion of tea and the wearing of linen next the skin. Chaucer mentiaaa thg 
costume of the leper aa a mnnlle and beaver hnt. with a cup and clapper \ Ihr) 
former lor alms, the latter a wooden instrnment with flappers, which the leiiera 
shook to solicit charity. (CAnwar Tetlnm. of Craeitlc.) 

Some ol our Irish saints were affected with thia hideous disorder, and re. 
reived names from tbe circumstance, as St. Nessan called the Leper (i-ixlh 
century) and Finan of Swords, called Lebhnr, or Ihe Leper, who Hourished 
In ih* seventh cenliiry. In Ihe Life o( Ht. Munu a certain Leper of a 
h"ly lift is menlioDCd to whom St. Patrick bad minialeied at bis death. 
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The youth caiua away sorrowfully, ami ha rekled to 
Ouoire what had happened. Guaire waa dissatiaded with 
Ihat ; and they passed away the time till the termination of 
three days and three nights. Guaire then called anotlier 
favourite (or foster child) of hia to him, namely the daughter 
of Bee BainJg, and he said to her. " Lady take with thee 
wheaten floor and the roe of a salmon to Shanchan, and 
koead them in his presence." The maiden went. " What 
do you intend to do with that, young girl?" asked Shanchan. 
"To prepare it for thee, Royal Bard," she replied. 
"Why hadt thou been sent with it?" asked Shanchan. 
" As a person of cleanliness and comeliness whom Guaire 
desired to send with thy food to thee." " Indeed I am 
Bure, " aoid Shanchan, " that there is not in the place another 
youjig girl more unseemly than thyself." "How so, 
Royal Bard?" asked the maiden. "I knew thy grand- 
mother, who was seated (one day) oil a high rock whilst 
giving instrnctions to lepers about their way, and she 
stretched her hand forth to point out the way for them, and 
as she did so, how could I take food from thy hands."' 

The maiden went away in sorrow, and informed Guaire. 
Guaire exclaimed : " My malediction upon the mouth that 
ottered that, and I implore the Supreme King of UeaveD 
and Earth that ere Shanchan shall depart this world, his 
mouth may kiss a leper's mouth." 

(A.S^.,S<a. See Jff«/yt> alao, cap. 1 13.} In Ibe Life of S^ Fecbin ot Tua ne 
luve ■ menlion of ut Hcwpitil iiberein ■ Li^p«r wu received. (Ih. 131, IS."}. 
S« aiw Triadii, 28, tc) Leper HospilaU were very general In tbe midille 
«gca ; thoM ill Dublin, Cork, and Wkterford received tbe ume of 5L Stephen. 
but for «h«t reatnn does nal ippeir. Tbe funndalioD of tbe Leper Hdb]uu] 
at Waterford. bv King John, nu said (o be owing lo the dicnmatance of the 
King! nam baving been k [ea«led with ulmon and ddar whilil at lismore, 
that eruptions enuwd by Ihii almoal exdiuive feeding were sappmed to be the 
leproay, of whjrh the King being informeJ he instituted tbe Haapital. (Bylaiuti 
Waltr/ord, p. SOO.) Tbe but Irinb leper on rorord wu toond in the Walerford 
Hospital in 1775. Boale in tbe middle of tbe 17lb renlury inform* ui that 
lafTocy bad been nearly extinct in Ireland (or many year*. 
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B«l SeAijcBLi; U 5UIJ ojjci i*ti ri"? S*" ''I** S*"! **l5- 
21 bubA||tc Bpi5|0, luse*!) OT)|cl)ce)ii>e pe ij* idijai ppic- 
olrnA A fuijcaU bo CAbA)itc bo Sbe*ijc!nj. Cpfec }t} puijlU 
pu]l Acuc ? Aji S«a>]cAq- U3 cijtce, AH Bfi)Sic. }x bsAC 
ijAclj pujl ttju v*|cb *')b. *n ScAijcii) ; *3ur v\ be&j Ijn) 
be ir^pAchr*- Cetc 1') bcAt) T:|t|cbolrbA Aji ceAiji? ija 
bui5i; BeAibjjU a bAlom, «5ur ^a] 05 iapaiS [o puiJiU 
CO fTA&A, A5U|- 1}] ^uAi)t b^> 21 bubAijiE SeAi)c&n, Af &0)5 
leAiT) «r c F6|i3 &CA oc IoijjaS id FU|5ill. Ni itj6, a pj^ 
OtlAiti), Aji Be*]&5ill, «cc ruACA bAic] a b'uA)& be ■!■ 1* 
locl)A, M)it c6|p b5|briutn nn, Ap SpApc&i) ; AfiAi ceAUA 
1)1 pujl bA pcAbuf jij T)A ):Iaic ijAcb bu6 ii)A|c teofoitj i"l|cc 
A b-)r|ACAl pep) 60 bejc «p A cu|ft, A^uf if A)i:irhFeAt'^c 
boibriutt) be|c ArDU|6 fiij, op tjj bu6 iQCA^ctne bo ijeoc 
b|A6 CAjteir * b-viACAlrori); A^uf AeppAcr'^ jac, Ap SfiAlJ- 

CC1), Ajur If obAip upAr* e r*"!"; *5'*r ^ S*^ ""^ * 

tJ-AepA&, A5ur AcbeApc: — 

tocbA 516 56P A o-3U|lbije, 
Ml cpfeq A CAcbAfbb C|pb&c ; 
■Do Bep zoi)t}A]S but) bu|6|i;, 
a c|i)A]& fu|5il Bbpl36|. 

21r beA5 KuisiU bo pAcbuir. 
N| bA cuipiDi} bo cpejcir ; 
3*6 ic uAiDij, ir 3Ab lu|b|, 
N* b«ep ]ou ujle, A feicir. 

21 lucb ACA r*!? Fpo|3i6, 
•Do 01 5UC 6 c|c A3b4i& ; 
)r cur* * tnS'WAc u) 3eA|ip, 
21 b'uA)6 lo'^uiseAll cpe pAlsp. 
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Sliuicbaii continued for a day and night after that witti- 
out food or drink. Bridget, the daughter of Onitbcenie, 
desired hei maid servant to give Shanchaa her spare food. 
" What leavings hast thou V enquired Shancban. " A hen 
egg," replied Bridget. " It ia almost enough for me," said 
Shanchan, " and it will suffice for the^reaent." The maid 
servant went for the egg, BeaidgiU was her name, and she 
searched for the remnant of the food a long time and did 
not find it. Shancban said : " I believe it is thyself that 
art eating the leavings." " Not I, chief Bard," replied 
Beaidgill, " but the nimble race that have eaten it, namely 
the mice." -'That was not proper for them," said Shan- 
chan ; " neverthelesa there is not a king or chief, be be ever 
flo great, but these (mice) would wish to leave the tracea of 
their own teeth in bis food, and in that tbey err, for food 
should not be used by any person after (the prints of) their 
teeth, and I will satirize them," said Shanchan ; and ho 
began to aatiriie them, and said : — 

SuAN. The mice though sharp are their beaks. 

Are not powerful in the battles of warriora ; 
VenomouB death 111 deal out to the tribe, 
In avengement of Bridget's leavings. 

MouBB. Small were the leavings you left. 

It was not abundance you retired from ; 
Receive payment from us, receive compenaatiun, 
Don't satirize ua all, learned bard. 

BniPOBT.Thou mouse that art in the bole, 
Whose utterance ia opposition ; 
'Twaa thou, whose claws are not short, 
That ate my leavings in your ambling. 




Jr 60 cleiji rtorqojri (lujciTj, 

Slc« A CU)Cf1t) A TnAflbAIQ. 

l^olm*i5i6 lAirpj Icacqa, 

O Acc«imne * nbA|l bait ip]ton)tA', 

ajuf toi3i& A loCCA. 

■ TUB Mies, lucialhegcncricti&Dieot theralkiad. Bj iddiag lh« dinitgii- 
tive iwilirle S5 u tl>u wim, u luc&s, il menu a moiuc Id Wdth Ih^ndn ; 
and tbe rat ia duignaled luc ^itancAC, I.e^ a Freoch mouN, 

The lollowing on rhjiDiDg rata (or mice) to death hu been Ukco from Ui» 
l^oceedinii* of the Royal Iriah Academy. 

Docttir Todd read lo the Royal Itlah Academy In 1863 a cariDua paper oa 
the nibjecl of the power once believed to be poaaeased by tbe Iriab Bardi of 
rhyming rate to death, or csiidDg tbein lo migrate by the power of rhymu. 
He found frequent alluaiood to Ihia cuiloua aupeiititioo in Englbh writingi 
ol the EliKabctban age, and the following century. Shakeepcare, in At ifou 
Utt it (Act lil. K. 3) puta into tbe mouth of Boaalind the following refetenca 
to this IrUb legend : — 

" Cilia. But didat Uigu hear, without woDdering. how thy name should be 
hang'd and carved upon theae treea? 

•' Emalmd. IwaJttcven of the nine days out al the wonrlrr Iwfure rou 
came ; lor hiok here wbut 1 (uund on a palm tree ; 1 wu never 1., le-rhymed 
aince Pythagoras' time, that I was an Irish rat, which I can hardly rcuieiuber." 

The conimenlatois un this passage of Shakespeare bave cullccled se\-eral 
paiaHel paasages from urltera of tbe Elizabethan age, In wliich iJlusion ia 
made to thU luperstition. Ben Jonaon, for e;unii>lt, in hia I'utlniltr (KpiL l« 
the Reader) siya : 

" Rbimv them to death, na they do Iriih run. 



Rhinie 'em to death, as they do rale in Ireland.' 
Archdeacon Niirea. in bii Glossary, quiiiei (hi> folloning 1 
Skflkma ajumt Martin Mar-Pnltite." 



Mouse. My own son Bianan (sluek skiii'J) of the wliita 
breast, 
Thou art the non-observer of ordinances ; 
To the miglily and luiurioaa bardic body, 
Is the knowledge of it, tliou little doomed being, 

8h4N. Clear ye out of your spacious abodes. 
As we are prepared to convict you, 
Come ye all out of the hole (or burrow) 
And lie down (here) ye mice !"' 

" 1 am a rimer of ih« Irish net. 
And have tlrend}' rimde Ifaee sUring mad ; 
But it Ihou ceau aot thy bold jesU to spread, 
111 oevLT leave till I have ritade thee dead." 
Sir WOliam Tein[ile, In his Eaag on Putlry, bu Ibe following paauge: — 

"The reiiiBiiider>i [be is speaking of the old Runic] are woven into oar 
very language. Mara, in old Runii;, was a goMin that seized upon mea asleep 
in their beds, and took from them alt speech and motion. Old NuAa ym a 
aprile that came to strangle people wbo Cell into the water. Bo was a fierce 
Gothic captain, son of Odin, whose name vita lu^ by bis Huldiers when they 
would Hght or surpriM (heir enemies : and the praveit) at rhyming rals to 
death came, I suppose, from tbe same root-" 

Re^naldScot, in his Discoverie of Witchcraft, p. 33 (ed. ItiSS) say» ; "The 
Irishmen affirm that not only their children, but their cattle, are. u they eat] 
it, eye-bitten when they tall suddenly irick, and term one sort of their witcbea 
ej^-bilera, only in that respect : jea and they will not atidc to affirm that 
they can time either man or beaat to death." 

And Dean Swift, in hit witty and ironical " Advice to a YouDh- Poet," (having 
qaoted Sir PhiUp Sidney) says : " Our very good friend (ibe knight aforeaald), 
tpeaking of the force of poetry, mentions rbyminj; to d»alh, which (adds he) 
if laid to be done in Ireland ; and trol)', la our honour be it apohen, that power 
in a great measure continues with us to this day." 

Tbe paasagB to which Swift bos alluded occurs in Sir Pbitip Sidney's 
D^fina of Poait : — "Though I will net with untuyov to be driven by a poet's 
o be rhymed to death, as is said 



s, a* Buboiui was, to hang himself, r 
to be done in Ireland," &.c 



Professor Corry mpplied the learned Doctor from ancient Irish tnaauacripti 



with tlie following paper, c 



g the sBbstance of what he had coUecl 
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9! eejfiib «noile 3up tu\c &e(c luc* tiiA]tfe a b-iriA^ijAirfl 
Sl7e*iic!i]t); Ajuf A &u&«|iic ScaijcSlD Fpiu, nj n^r^ bu& 
coifi bftfUfA &'«epA6, Acc At) &U13CAI) A3 a b-piijl bAji cofc 

The Mitiqulty of satire in IrelMid is, according lo our ancienl wrillngi, of > 
Twy remole d«te. In the early ages of Chriidanity it appean tu have been 
■o freqnent and so mach dreaded, that the " Brehon Lava" contain aevme 
enactrnvnta againat i(, and sCrlcl regulstioni regarding Iti kinil, quality. «nd 
jiutice, something like the law of libel ol more modem time*. 

Several relerences la ancient aalirea and aatiriats will be (aood in the Preface, 
by Dr. John Ot)onavan, to a low, sciuriloua poem on the native and Anglo- 
Norman noblemen of Ireland, written at the dose of Queea Kizabeth's reign, 
and lately poliliaheJ by John O'Daly, of Dublin. The moat interesting in Iw 
resnlta, and perhaps the moat authentic, of these satire* mentioned by Dr. 
O'Donovan, is that composed by the poet Laidginn (not Athaime of Binn 
Eduir, as Dr. ODonovan by an overBight has staled). Tho story ii preserved 
in Ibe Book u( BallymoCe, in the library of the Royal Irish Academy, and 
the following is a literal translation □[ it : — 

'■ Eochaidh, the son of Enna, king of Lcinster [having been for some time 
at Tara as an hostage Irom his father to Xiall of the nine hosURes, monarch 
(il all Erin at the end of the fonrih century], absconded and repaired lo the 
south 10 bis own country. He decided on i-isiiing the house oE Niall s poet 
laareat, Laidginn, the son of Barccad, to refresh himself, but on arriving there 
he was refused entertainment. He proceeded home then, but sunn returaed 
with some followers to the poet's house, burned It, and killed his only son. 
The poet for a full year after that continued to saliiize the Leinslemien. and 
lo brmg fatalities upon them, so that neither corn, grass, nor foliage, giew 
unto them during the whole year. In the ;meantime the poet so worked up 
the feelings of the monarch Niall, that he vowed lo march with bis army into 
Leinster and lay it waste, unices the young prince Eochaidh was delivered up 
to him again, to be dealt with as be should deem fit. In eKpiatlnn nf the doulile 
insult and violation which had been offered to the sacred peraoni of bimnlf 
and his poet. This vow he immediately carried into effect, and the king of 
Leinster, being unable lo offer any eftectnal resistance, waa compelled to 
deliver up hia sod as he was commanded. The young prince was conveyed to 
Niall'i famp, at Alh Padat (now Ahade), on the river Slaney (about three 
miles bdow TuUa) where he was left with an iron chain round hia neck, and 
the end of the chain passed through a hole in a large aprighl slone, and 
fastened at the other side. Shortly after, there came lo him nine champions 
of Kiall's loldien for the purpose of killing him. This ia bad indeed (said hO- 
at the aame time giving a sudden jerk, by which he broke the chain. He then 
took up the iron bar which passed Ihrougb the chain at the other aide of tin 
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And it i3 Btated tliat ten mice fell dead in the presence 
of Sbanchaa ; and Sbanchan aaid unto them — " It ia not 
yon that I ought to have satirized but the party whoae duty 

■tone, and ficcil the niae men, ui4 ao veil did be pt}- Uie irnn bar a^sinst tlieni 
that he killed them sIL The Leinsleira^, who wtic in largo nambcrs In tLic 
mighboorhood, seeing their prince at liberty by hia own valour, ruabed la, led 
by him, upon tiuir enemiea, and a great bMtle eniued, in wbich the monarch 
WIS routed, and forced to retreat to Tulla, and ultimately out of LeinalPi, 
cIo««ly puraned, with great alaugblei, by the Lrinstonnen." 

A3tbough this atory ia doubtless exaggerated, and baa the appearance nf n 
legend, it la, oevertheleM, in ali probability, (ounded on fact ; (or Hr. Curry. 
in 1841, with ■ copy of the story in bla hand, viaited the scene of this ancient 
battle, and found on the field a remarkable conflimation of the (act that a great 
■lingfater had there taken place in very remote times. Ifol having then seen 
Kyan'* Bbtory of the County Cailow, he was quite unaware of tbe exialenca 
* at the present lime of the " Hole Stone," mentioned by that writer. However, 
In moving along the road which runa parellel with the river from Tulla to 
Ahada, and when near to the latter place, be eapied tbe iaentlcal flag-stone 
lying at the north end of a imall field of wheal close on the left-hand side of 
th« road, with a large lime-kiln nearly oppoaite, on the other side of the roarL 
Baving tbtu unexpectedly come upon the neighbuurhuod of tlie site of the 
battle, he proceeded a short diatance forwards, to vberc some men were al 
WDlk. at the same (left-hiad) aide of tbe road, trenching up a rmall field lo a 
great depth, to get nbble limeatonc for burning, with which [he soil seemed 
to abound. This appearing to him a fortunate drcumstance, he turned into 
tha field, and enquired of the men if they had diacovercd any thing remarkable 
in their excavations. They answered Immedialelv, that they had found the 
field full of small graves, at a depth of from eighteen to thbty inches below 



urCace, and tbey showed him 

The grave* were formed, generally, of six tla) 

bottom, (our at tbe sides and ends, and one, 

They were from tlirce to four feel long, i 

I Ihree feet deep. Every grave contained ooc, t 

[ covered with small flags, and containing minul 

bUck aahea or mould. 

Mr. Curry succeeded in procuring two of tbe oins 
were made of materials auperior to such urns in f 
manufactured, and are now in the valuable collcctioi 
return from this digresiion, 
Sevtral instances of tbis alleged power ol the Irish Bards of rbyming tu 
^ 4*"'' ""' '■(■ only, but even Lorda Ueutenanl* of Ireland, are collected by 



It been yet dosed ii 

smctiraes mote, to cover them 
le Hud a hall broad, and aboat 
0, or mure urns, bottom don-n 
[rsgmrnts of burnt bonea and 

oins In a perfect atate. They 

in general, and vtry neatly 
if Ur. Pelris. But to 
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.1. cu&cbA c*c, *3ur AenfAtf* |ac CO njAic, Asuf ftepFAc 
A cuiAc A3tir « ciSepn*, Ajur a n)-bneir|uTh .i. JitAf*" "i*c 
apArApi; *5ur ir Aitue 6*ri) AiprD A pu]l r* .1. A T)-uA|in 
Cijosft* bo'i) leAC com ^^^ Cljlu*iD ibic Nojr D*eiti) 
CblAHAiii; A5ur RiACA|U-tii 1317^1*^^6, iDseAi) ClAjb-Aic- 
lOtje, A beAi) ; Asiif ReATjs-stApnAclAc a loSeAt) ; A3ur id 

C|IO0AQAC A CpUACbAID. A^Uf 5t"**"I*'J 3AJpbF|AclAclj 

* beApbbfiAicblie ; A3ur Aet>P»cr^ )pur*0 F^l") "I* IT * IT 
FCApn A3ur ir uftitAbA Acu, Acuf ir ^15®*I'T)A (idibj A5uf 
AcbeA|tc : — 

^llturAt) ACAC D-)D3ije. T''>1S1"^'^ ftoibtij. ftAftbAlt bo 
buAC. 2ln* Ffii bAiia|6. 'Hit.i. ^jK\t. \}j]\nyAD, IjifiurAtj 
ACAC U-lP5i)e, Ap re, -1. ]t) "Ain bir |ij luc in" FP<»I3I*' 
"1 ^1 AlSiri""?! *cc 3AbAi& bA iu3i)ibb ftoij FitO|3i6/ 

Dr O'DooaTUi, in the Pielsce [a Angiu O'Dsly'i Satire, already mcDllimFd, 

The /oUonring is an liutaDce given bj the Fuur Hiat«rB at the year 1414 
in which an anpopulnr Lord Lieutenuit wai rhymed to death by the Iriih 
biirdB : — '' John Stanley, Deputy of the King ot England, arrived in Iietaad, a 
mm nho gave neitbei mercy nor protection to clergy, laity, nor men of iclencf, 
but subjected as many of them as he came upon lo cotd, hardship, and taroine." 
Then, after mentioning some particular instances, especially his having 
plnndered Kiall, son ol Hugh O'Higgin, the annalists proceed to say : — " The 
O'Hlgtfins, with Niall, then satirized John Stanley, who lived aft^r this satire 
but live weeks, lor he died from the virulence of their lampoons." 

Doctor Todd next refers, as lo the must ancient story of rhyming rats to 
death in Ireland, to the detaDs given in onr text, and of which he fur- 
nishes a full abstract as regard* the robbery of Seanehan's food by iniee, 
and the punishment which be inflicted upon them by his scathing utiles, 
which he followed out by a aioiilar process against the cats, although with 
leas fatal consequences to the lattsr delinquents. 

■ QudUAo. Now Knowth. in the parish of Monksnewlown, near Slane, on the 
Boyne, in the coanty ol Meath. This pUce, whivh formed part of Bregia. 
rejoiced in the possesion ot <tin^f of its own In the buxom days of Irish bide- 
pendence, as may be seen by reference to the Fuur Masters, A.D. T84, 800, 
961, 1039. 



It poasessea a great p 
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a to auppress you, namely, the tribe of cats ; and now 
I will satirize them effectually, as also their chief, lord and 
Brehon, namely, Inisan, Bon of Arusan, and I know where 
he ia, viz., in the cave of Gnogda,' on the eastern side of 
Clonmacnois of St. E-ieran ; and (also) Riacall-rinn-tiaclach 
(or of the sharp-pointed teeth), the daughter of Clab-aithine 
(or fiery mouth), hisapouBe; Heang-gear-fiaclach (of the 
Bhaqj teeth,) his daughter ; the Cnin&nach (or the purrer) 
of Croajrhan, and Grnaman-garv-fiac!ach (or the surly 
looking fellow with the rough teeth), her brothers. And I 
will satirize Irusan himself, for he is the chief and most 
reaponsible of them, and is their lord," — and he said : — 

" Eimsan, monster of claws. Remnant food of the Otter. 
With beauish tail like that of a cow. Similar to a horse 
watching another horse. A monster is Hirusan. Hirosao 
of the monstrous claws," (said he) ; "that is to aay, that 
when the mouse gets into the hole he misses him, and only 
darts hifl claws at the hole. ' Refuse of the food of the 
Otter,' (said he) for the progenitor of the cats had been 



h li dlitant abont a mile to the weit. Some 
arruiged in a circnlar muuier rouod iu bus, and 
tiaa made in ons of iU aidei, aboin that it conais 
slunu, covered with a rich green aifatd, occapTing in extent of surface abt 
an acre, and j'uiag to a height of nsirlj 80 feet. Whilit the oilier t 
mounds have been more or lem explored, thi« of Knowth remaims aa yet n 
opened and noinvntigaled, mncb to the disgraw of oar metropolitan antiquari 
This, however, was not the caac In earlier times, aa a more praetical race of 
delvcTB. the Northmen, Inspired, not by a love of Arohaotogy bat by a Hiiral 
for gold, are recorded in our annals to have plondered ita cave or crjpt Dpon 
two occasiona, in A.D. 8G1, and 933. That this cave was well known, even 
in much more ancient timea, vonld appear by the circumManm of Ibe writer 
of tho Imlhtadil makiiig it the dwelling of hii very formidable king-cat. 

Doclor Petrle aupposee thii to be a Mpulchral monument of the Tuatb de 
Danann race, bnl without iddncing any anthority for thia opinion. (Romd 
riKwrt, p, 110.) 



)^u[5e*tl bojbpi, A|i r&, o|i bill rinijr^Ap i)A c*c FCAccur 

*)ll Ap bpU loCA A l(DUe UlfCe IJ* COftlAfe, CO Ftk|n|C \l} 

&ob|iAT) cii|3| 3up beAi) hftpp )i; Oa cluaf be, co b-pujl 3*6 
CAC 6 po jlle c]CAC ce4Tibclu4r*c. ftpbAll bo buAC, Ap 
re, op t)i luA|cb| GApbAll bo *|b|ll IDA A eApbAlfon) iij cai) 
ie]C ]i) luc ua6a. Bjia fiiia b*p*'* -!■ If *ii>t*|6 ^If I" '"^ 
*5"r W CAC njAp b]C bA SAC A]ce, Ajiir ppAIS blujc eACAppA 
h]6 A cliiAfn oc e]fceACc Finmuii), Aguf * cluArr""* ^*^ 
eiffteAcr Fjnen; Ajuf * ri*c rii' "J* boefiA, Ap ScAtjcit), 

Ca)ij)c njeAtjiDA wa t>-Aep tjerije ri^ b'J [tur-'*''' "^S^r T^ * 
i)-uA)in Crjo5&A, A3iir Acbepc : — "Do Acp ScADCiiiT itje, a(i 
re, Ajuf biJeUcrA Aip b«. SlcbeApc ReAu3 5&*pfiacIac., 
A inj;eAt), FPif : — Ro b*8 peApp l|ijt), Ap y), co cucca Soah- 
cAij i)A beAcbAi6 ciicAjiji), Ajuf &o SyjelnjAir pCiu ija b^opA 
FA]p. "Do bep rpA, Ap JpurAij, A5ur bo slttAir po|ttje. 
Ajur Af''^*!''^ Ffl* l''3^*f * bpAicpe bo cup ij* leAijitfAii). 

^o blOPJipPAfi bo SbeAtjc&tj )t»ArAtj bo bejc Ap rhSl 
CUJ5] bA ri)ApbA6; AjUf ac beapc pe ^uAipj ccacc co 
ii)A]C|b CoDOACc a\n)e bA aoacaI Ap JpAFAij ; a3ii|' caijca- 
cAp u(li 0* cimcPAll, Ajuf DIP ciAt) boib cu cuaIacup jt) 

COpAlJlJ Cpjcbl)A13CeACI) COimCCAWU, COrilbpulCJU, ArbA|l 

bniDije cejijeAfi njjpe iD6jp8&i;e A3 njCAplorcAfe ; A3ur b*p 
leo Di pA|b) A CouijACCA)b bAti) imeACcpAjj bu6 nj6 lUAf. 

Jr ArbUi6 boireon) -i. JftitrAij ASUf f^ TP^nm^el, r*i)CAc, 
re|CFeA6Ac, ba)lc, ceApbcIuAfAc, cl|AbleACAi)< i-^fi aI- 
lACAp, ID31I) 5&P rle*"i*l''i rP^lobeSptjAc, 3&ipfiacIac 

3Apb, 30]bpeAlbAp, UCITIaU, CA|ppceAC, CAejbloACAI], puAr- 

cp«c, FeAp3AC, FIPWIKOAC, msAp, cpoijiDAC, cpAir 

> TKeoUtr. Oobp4o, an otter ; the tautltia hum ol tinniru*. This !a a 
purdy Celtic word, derived from M>AAp lu&Ui) '<"'>ter, and Ai) ■ terniliialire. 
and sDmelinieB ■ diminutive particle. He ii more generall}' kooira by the 
nimes bobApf:d, «*t«T bound, nnd iQABtu U[r5e. water dug, which are im- 
pmvemenl* on the Gre«k derivalion " in tealer." 

' DrftcliBt. In (he DicUonuy e|i>cac ia explained by I^-joa^Hl, aw£iDar(f ,- 
but IKllher meaning woold be applicable to the cat, and Ibe word u nwd in 
(be text »eenu to tignll/ ftnper/wi or diifactivt. 




^^^ and 



formerly on the margin of a lake al a pool of water naleep, 
and llie otler' came up to him and bit off the tops of his 
two eara, bo that every cat ever Bioce haa been defective' 
and jag^ed-eared. ' Hanging down cow tail,' (he said) for 
10 quicker does a cow's tail fall downward than does hia 
when the mouse escapes from him. ' A horse watching 
tt horse,' viz., the mouse and cat aT« similar to two horaea 
yoked together, for there is a close attention between them ; 
the ear of one is listening to the other, and the ear of the 
other is itstening to him; and those are the satires," said 
Sbanchan. 

Their inSuenee reached Irusan while in the cave of 
C'nogda, and he said, — " Shancljan has satirized me," said 
he, " and I will be avenged of him for it." Reang of 
the sharp teeth, hia daughter, said unto him, " we would 
rather, said she, " that you would bring Shanchan alive 
to us that we ourselves may take revenge on him for the 
satires." " I shall bring him in due time," said Irusan, 
He made ready to go on, and told Iiis daughter to send her 
brothers after him. 

It was told to Shanchan that Irusan was on his way 
coming to kill him ; and be requested Guaire to come with 
the nobility of Connaught in order to protect him against 
Irusan. They all came around him, and they had not 
been long there when they heard a vibrating, impetuous 
and impressive sound similar to that prodaced by a tremen- 
dously raging fiery furnace in full blaze ; and it appeareil 
to them that there was not in Connaught a plough bullock 
larger than he. 

Hia appearance, viz., that of Irusan's, was as follows : — 
filunt-anouted, rapacious, panting, determined, jagged- 
eared, broad-breasted, prominent-jointed, sharp and smooth 
clawed, split^nosed, sharp and rough-toothed, thick -snouted, 
nimble, powerful, deep-flanked, terror-striking, angry, ei- 
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i™n5ir *?* fW c*jc 3u coiccbeAijt); a^uj- t)T)i 3ftbr*c 
Aljim be CO t**|0|c 4IIIII) A n)-ht.] Se.^Dci-n, ajuf 5*bur Ap 

icAt Ujtb be, A3ur ce|i3]i) «|i * rt)u[n, *5ur siwAinr in" 

fljje cfe&i)*; 0(1 1JI H4|bi eo co]fc aj3| acc ceicc Ajt 
C6ADIJ SeAijc&io- 

Jr6. uitjoimo, bo nojijije SeAi^civo beic ac ihoIaS )iiur*ii) 
Ajur A I&|ine, ASuj- A ji&iTDe, A5ur a (icaca, ASUf A »e|nc, 

Ajuf A CAlmACAir, A5ur A CAf>A|& ; AJUf AtbeApC — " \)}\^- 

urAU njAC 2l|tui-Aiu, 'i)o f]l FA13I1 TJiitn. a^TiATrDn 
■OlA A6pA&i-Am. ?l6iiAi6ri'"P bO|II) C|r|.'* ?lltAl l)|H lejc- 
tf46 SeAijcAi) Aji Itip cw MAcc CIua|9 ibjc N6|r OAe|ri) 
CblArtAio; A5UJ" buj oc bitl r^Ac eopuf cPA^ibCA, «3ur 
bo tiAbA CiApiij ino ceAjibcA, A5ur ac coijAipc JpurAO 
*3T SeADc4i) pon a rijuii?. 2t)6|i jo fc&l, aji CiAti&t), 
0)OCAC SbuAjpe bo bacA6, A5«r ac fuc Off* OlUri) 

ftjpeATJU Ap n)U|T) JU CA)C. Bu], 0|tj, CACp A1cleA3CA 

lApuiiji) A n)-b&l i)A ce*i)CAi|ii, Asuf cue CiAp*" upcup 
A&rijup, upmeiftjAC boij cac, cu cApl* ij* CAeb, cu piAcc 
|i} CAeb All Afll, cu po ^Acu|b c|i] t.x)n)a\t). Tm]\iI\i)^]ux 



■ 71ie Cot. It ie remarkable that In almost all the knoim languages the term 
(or eat is the same, villi aoms iligbt TariatJonB. In trisli or Gaelic, Welch, 
Coniuh, Armnric luid Anglo-Saxon the generic name is col ; in French, ctat ; 
Icelandic or Snediab. faiU ,' UaniaL, itof ,• German, laUe ; LAtin, calm ; Italian, 
gatlai Spuuih, gatoi Ruuian, hoUt; Pulish, ioiia; Turkiah, hli; Tentonie. 
tail : PeniMi, kin ,- Jaraneae, cola 1 Geor^an, iaia, &c. 

" The wild cat of the foTHiti of Europe anil Aaia b conddeied as the original 
stock of all the races at the domestic cala. In Egj-pt the first doineBtlcatian 
of the cat tooli pt*ce, where they trae great [aTotuites. There were severe 
Uwa enacted there against thaw who killed, or even ill-trealsd, this animal. 
Thef carried their naldoiu so f ar aa to be ridicolona ; for they actaallf vor- 
ahlpped them aa their goda, made great lamentatiuos at their death, and burled 
them (aeeoidlng to Herodotns) with great pomp." 

" The cat kind are not l»a remarkabla for the sharpneas and strength of 
tiiebr clawB, which Ihnnt forth from their ihcatfa when they aeiae their prey, 
than Id the ahortneu ol thdr soont and the ronndneaa of their head. Their 



tpemely vindictive, quick, purring, glare-eyed; and he 

came towarda tKemui that similitude. He passed amongst 
them generally, but did not stop till be came to the place 
where Shancban was. tie took hold of him by one arm, 
jerked bim on his back, and be proceeded by the same way 
(ho had come), for he had no other object in view but to 
come for Shane ban. 

Shanchan, however, bad now recourse to flattery of 
Irusan, praising his leap, his progress in his ranning, hia 
power, strength, and activity ; and he said, " Uirusan, 
son of Arusan, of the race of faigli Jithise (probably the 
remnant of the food of the otter) ; I invoke God between 
you and me; I implore him to deliver me." But, how- 
ever, Shanchan was not let down until they reached Qon- 
macnois of St. Kieran. As they were passing by the door 
of the forge, in which forge Kieran happened to have been, 
lie beheld Irusan with Shanchan on his back, and he said : 
" It is a great pity that Guaire's hospitality should be 
tarnished, and there goes the chief Bard of Erin on the 
back of the cat." There was at the time a flaming bar of 
iron held by the pincers, and Kieran made a fortunate 
brave throw at the cat, with which he hit him on the flank, 
and it passed out on the other side, and left him lifeless.' 

teeth are very tormidable, bat theii greatest lores lies in tbair daws, and their 
gripe is M tenadaaa that nathiag aaa open it." 

"The monie Kema In b« their farouritegiunD; and although (he est hua tbs 
mue of ■melllng in but a mean degree, it. neTertbekss, knows thaw holei in 
vhich ilfl prey re&idea^ 

" The wild cat, in lie aavigo atate, a Bomewhat larger than tho houae eat ; 
and ita for bong longer, givHi it a greater appearance than it really baa ; ita 
head iildgger, and face Salter; and the teeth and daws much more (otmldabie : 
ila tnuides ttstj atrong, as being (armed (or rapine." 

" In the e^« ol cata the ccntrictiun and dilation of the pupil ia i<o consi- 
derable, that the pDpil, which b; day-light appear* narrow and Amall, like the 
black nl onB'a nail, by night eiponda over the wholn nirface ol the eyeball, 
■od, aa avery on* innit hava aeen. their eyea Ham on fire." 



SeAiKAU M, «5uf AcbeApc b|ie|C|ti i)&\tr}e. 2t)ii rb&lUcc 
*t< |n U|ri) cue 10 cujiCBH ft"! *f T^- C|6oij ? Ap CiAp^"- 
B olcuf leAft) 5A1) itiu l4|ceAtj le hJitUf-ATj bonj |ce, Ap 511 
m-b6A& jt) "Ciutm^Am oc ACjiAfe SbuAim ; op bo bu6 ):eA|i|i 
lim ^'•Aipe &'a6PA& lUA ttje Fejtj a n)-beACAi&, ajuc e)riufi) 
jAij AspAS. 2t5ur cejc poime ju 'Duplur; ASiif so h'A]! 
le ii]A|Cib CoijijACC pAjlci bo cup pir, A5ur DIP 5*''r'"" 
p6j ijA FAilre o ijeod &|b; Ajuf cejc co bp«i5Jij i)a T^poiw- 

1'he foregoing brief sketch of tlie cat ia given merely ta Uliutradnj;, in Bome 
mesBure. the deacription of Ihia snimal, writlsn so many cenluries ago by ths 
author of the proaent tract. 

Tho oit, jjo Miangely »Moci«ted with the idolatry of andent Egj-pt, wan 
Dot overlooked in the Fetichum which bo intimately entered intu the Celtic 
mythology. Tho aapemMntnl atlribulea belonging to the wutnal in the 
Dioidic aystem have, tn many Imtancea, aorvivcd the fall of that religion, and 
descended in the folk lore of oar peasantry. The late Ceeaai Otway, a eloea 
obseryer and diligent ^eaner of tlie reliqnea of ancient Irlah aaperttitiona ha*, 
in hla Erri* and Tjrawley, preserred a notable Inatance of the weird character 
and magical inSuencea of thla mysterioas animal He says : — " Cats are tup- 
posed tu be but too often connected with witchcraft, and to tend Iheii outward 
forms Vi familiar apirila. The titnoront respect the people have for them la 
imreaaed by the fact of their frequent and numerous meetings, to which Ihej 
coma, from a distance of seven or eight miles, and from fifty to aixty are 
often Id the aaaembly. The parliament place ia gcaerally un the«e occaalons 
imdei a hayatack ; and aa, like another great house of congretw, their delibe- 
rations are in the night, thdr iKiooorH hi aa loud la it ia vehement I what Ihcy 
dabate about ia not exactly ascertained, matters, no doubt, of grave import (o 
the feline polity, — war and commarce, ways and means, the falliag off uf 
followers, the increase of ^at^ the sborteniiig of tails, much arguing at any 
rate about raising the wind, for Fxtia cite are known to have the power of 
creating ■ atorm, or caniing a calm ; and this enppotitlon seenis to have iriMo 
from the fact of cats being observed scratching the leg of a stool or table, or 
any upright thing within their reach, pevioua to a gale of wind, looking 
moat knowingly and coaatuouely the whole time, and Iretiuently accompanying 
their eKercise with moat melancholy mewa. The atorm which aucceeda ia sup' 
posed to be the effect of this feline prooeoding, which ia looked on aa an in- 
cantation, insomucb, that the moment a cal is observed to commence this 
KTaWhing, it ia immediately atruck at with a stick, or tongs, or any othci 
weapon within rroch : it is, moreover, asaaiilled with a elap of curiw pecu- 
liarly uppriiprinir' (and the Iriih i» a maRnilJccnt ciiiiiing language) To chIj- 




Slmuchan diamouuted from hitu, and he uttered a vin- 
dictive eipresBion. " My curse on the band that gave that 
thi'ow," said he. " Why bo?" aaked Kioraii. " I aoi bo 
dissaliafied that I have not been let go with Iruaan to be 
eaten by him, that thereby the great Bardic Association 
might satirize Guaire ; for I would rather that Quaire 
would be satirized than that I should live and he not 
satirized," He then proceeded to Dnrlus where the 
nobility of Connaaght desired to welcome him, but he 
would not have a kiss or welcome from any of them ; he 



under Ihese circamfllances. As soon w llie storm bcgini lo rise, all the tvtS' 
■bid CDta are Klied. aad placed under a metal pol, sod (her« held to durance 
vile, until ihey resort to tbo extucise of their poirer la caaalng a cilm. Now, 
mot oBly u tU« fanet onlTerullr allowsd, but what ia at iDaalcuUbls Iropof- 
Uoce, iMs powtr isoftrntakan lulvuitage o( bj tho «at'B owno'. Tho foUawing 
story iTin evince that the fdiiu theory it wrought out into practice, and Ilie 
practitloun roust have hsr full credit for her ready wil, and good luck W her 
nithlt. 

" Nfit very long ago, a nuel «u detained foi soma tun« In Blacluod Bay ; 
doling the time of Ihu dulay, the ikippec becams intimate with and engagod 
the aSectioni of a girl named Catty Kane. But -nhen bis vckkI was ready 
for lea, the roving blade, vilb all a sallor'a inconBlanc}-, hoiMed big laila, and 
he put ont Id sea, never Intending to una the fair one more Bnl Catty kn«w 
a biek worth two ol that, and had tecourae (d her tat. And now the brig U 
put into all bar trim la daar the bay, but in Tain ; Uw wind blows a borrlcane 
la her teeth, and back she matt coma to her old anchorage. From thfi time 
torth, day after day, the captain used all possible skill la get out of harbour, 
! wEighs anchor he !s driven back again ; and Catty nfider- 
VMMida th( managemsnt of har cat to well, that tile brig mmi fan eonie In fur 
le poor girl's rarideoca. Thia continued for many monthi, — 
FAe cargo is spoiling, — what is he to do7 Why, as the captain finds It im- 
o quit Catty, he mu^it needa marry her ; ami no, taking her and her 
n board, and doing all decently, iwxt day, with a fair wind and Sawing 
he can and does bid adieu to Errls '■ ! What a pity it is that the apin- 
1 the other portions of the Queen'* dominions hat* nut the art of Catty 
Kane in managing bei grimalkin ; many a >weet thing that ia now in danger 
ol turning sour, might bo Ihut saved Ironi paulng into the ateloua teimen- 



6l^in}e, *5ur pitcrAC Af KM* b*cbA6 5*1) eArb&i6 njAic- 

21 bu&Airtc ?t)A|ib&i) n)ucA)6c *e5 Oo to a D-5leAiji)-jo- 
j-c&il. Jr F*bA o bo 3eAUu]- bul So 6|t;4|Ic in coipc pitjij 
Aft ]u CjtotD6i|m. *t)o(5 ir ATqlAi3 t*"! ^*p6&T), b* QAeti) 
Ajur b« Fii6, Ajiir bA Fill A3ur bA peAp Pfinjrisi ija)5«a6 
coicciiji) be * tJ-SllTO-ll-r*^*!'; *3''r F* twApbbpJicAjft bo 

5b"*i?>i be ; A3ur ir* ^ F*'ifeA6 SuAipt Ar 34c u-bcA- 

<^*1T*; *S'»r ire *» cudsujij loir pl*'b ""J T»IS1 Codoacc 
b'pASAil b6 ; A^ur por Jac mismib bo ijjc 5u«jni, ire 2l)*p- 
6ao bo ieAr*i5o*6 b^ ; Ajur ^* "joj "iM^r '>o "t*!* be- 

Cajojc CO bnuijio BA c|ton>6it|ib) lApAti), Asuf *c ceAcc 
b'i9i7r*l'*e HA bpu|3ue bo CA|tlA bAijijctiAcc ij* c|ioit)6&|ine 
b6 A5 jijijIaS a liiij Afii) cobufi ; Asup a n c6Ab be*ii 
CAjtU 66 2t)eA6b oeiqj, loJeAt) Scaoc&iii; a3U(- beAijt)- 
"iS^^r "I- 'ftST FI*FP"l5e*r c^ic 1 rtj-bu) biiu|5|t) oa 
cjioiufeAjiije ? "Dois A occIa|3, ol 2i)eA6b ijeicjs, tr "fu|p- 
eACA|p b*! 01) cjs ApA bcAcuijii" o ijAC Ajcrje bu|c bpu|5]i» 
pA cport^&)ine, A5ur dac cuAluif a fcel* Ajup a ce6l. 
Ni be f]i) fA beAp* bAiij e, Ap SQApbAi), acc njucA(&eACC 
ir opb bAin; A3ur bo clu|ijin) co pAsutjij 3AC bujije a pojA 
ceo|l irio bpu)3iD fiu. H] pAJjATju, Ap 3^eA6b, njutjA bjA 
A cApAbpAb pe beicri *S"r I^* beAUdAiij. 2lcA nju ca- 
pAbpA6 peiw pe beicfj, Ap 2t)ApB4Tj, .i. yeABrqiiCAip fbuA 
nju 5iIIa jap m-ui Fl'eAb ]r]be. 

T^Ajoic 2l)Apbai) CO ccAC ijA cponj&Aime, Asuf m b'jijp- 
r*l5e ]i) bopAir oflAjca bo Jftb, Acc b'iijurA|3e jij bopAjr 
bob' F^App JA&A6 Ap ji) TTj-bpu[3|tj, A3ur t>o €]\t]^ ]T) comU 

'A houttfar gattral liotpilaUly. In our annali'there wc freqacnt entiles 
■boul peraons " who kept hoiiMS ol generiJ hospiulitf tar the enteruinmenl 
of (be learned and Iravellcri, aad for the relief of the aick and Indigent." Tbe 
persuna vho preaided over those esUblishmenta were called Btiaaclu. Tfaey had 
endnwmtnla and large grants 0.' landi (lom the state, and hence arose iha iwm 
Bnllgtielagli. Mi common in Ireland lor the name o( a townland. It appears, 
then, from the leit Ihnl Mnnan. besido being* Mint, pmphel. and poet, <vas 



went to the Bardic maDsion, where they paseect away the 
time with abandaoce of the best of viands and in feasting. 

Marvan, the ewineherd, aaid one day in Glen-a-Scail — 
■" It is long since I proposed going to be avenged of the 
great Bardic Association for the (loaa) of the white boar." 
Now Marvan's position was this — He was a saint, a prophet, 
and a poet ; and he was a man who liept a prime house for 
general hospitality' in GIen-a-8cail. He was brother to 
Ouaire, and it waa he that used to relieve Quaire from all 
hia difficulties ; it was he that originally aided him in ob- 
taining the sovereignty of Connaught ; also, every wrong 
deed that Guairc committed, it was Marvan that redressed 
or atoned it, he was moreover a zealous servant to God. 

In the course of time he came to the abode of the great 
Bardic order, and on his proceeding to the mansion he 
perceived the ladies of the great Institution washing their 
hands at the fountain, and the first lady he met was Meave 
Ncitigh, tbo daughter of 8hanchan. Ho saluted her and 
enquired where was the mansion of the great Bardic Insti- 
tntion. " It is evident, young man," says Meave Neitigh, 
" that you have been sea-faring away from tlie house in 
which you were reared, since thou knoweat not where the 
palace of the great Bardic community is, nor heard of its 
stories and music." " That is not what I attend to," said 
Marvao, "bat herding swine is my calling ; I have, bow- 
ever, been informed that every person obtains whatever 
music he chooses in the palace." " lie does not," replied 
Meave, " except he has a connection with arts and sciences." 
"lam connected with the arts," said Marvan, "vist., 
through the grandmother of my servant's wife, who was 
descended from poets." 

Marvan arrived at the Bardic mansion, and it was not to 
the open door be came but to the best closed door of the 
building, and the door rose open betore him. The manner 
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|io|it)p| *3nr ir AipUi^ tM> cu*|&riuit} irceAC A^uf l&f 
be)r)i)e * bpuic bo JAfijc Uir; Ajuf WI l»0|bl eij o-ou]ije 
irqg i)4c fiiinic u)irtAD Boi) Sa«|c ija hcc- 'Do &irtl3 I'J 
cjiorij&&)iT) ujte A ijAeiijpeACc, *5ur ""^ ^11*15 SeADCiij Ajuf 
»o FiAPFATJ c]A CAjiJic CU131 ) u-A5A|6 OA 3*eici. ainiij- 
^CAfAC riOi A|t 2t)Attb&T) ; 0| h^f-6, Acc le 5aa|c caqac ; 
A5uf bA &eA[ibA6 f )Q cucuf rr)0\ii>i) l\n) b]- ^ ceApo cac|ia 
ceii3| ? Aft SeADC^D- )r^A6, Ap ?t)AtibAtj, bA pAsuiijij a 
bCAQArb Fttiurt). ^a yet^b, A|t SeAi7C%T), c|(eAC AfA Fitic 

A|i Luy? 2ir HA coAib reArjA, A[i ZQAtib&D. T-jp, 

A|i ScADcAij; AST I') ctt ^Ajib&t) ?nucAi6e, p]t)rijFAj6 
i)|iT)e A5ur cAlrijAij ? )r ft)6 CO be|iT)iD, Aji 2^Ajib&ij. C)ieAc 
(t) r"** no ope? A|i SeAncii). 'Do cuaIa, aji 2t)Apb8.ij, 
CO b-FAjAiju 3AC bu|i;i}| A |to5A ceoil tjo eAUSAij A5U]bri, 
Ajur CAiiACfA b iA)(Ai6 njii rio5A caIa^ai] o[iii)b. '^o jcbu, 

Aft SeA1>CM), IDA ACA bo CA|lAb|IA6 )ie ljeAlA&A|l)- ^CA, 

iirnofiiio, AH 2t)AiibAu, ,i. reAijmAcAjp mo*- tDo gl^l* l^f 
iij-iiA p|leA& ir|be. "Do 5ebArA bo poj* CAtA^AO. 5l6 pAO* 
w*ic |t) SAcl roiOi AT* ScAijcMj; «5ur AbAiji c|tec in 
eAUfeAtj ir ail &u|C, N| peApti IcAnj eAUfifti) bA b-puigir 

ir CCflAfXA [IJAf tlJU f^]C Cpoo^IU, *|l 2t)*nbiD. Ni bufA 

b6|b (-0 e*lA6At) ell bo 66t)Ari) 6uic |T)a fT"- *!• SeAtjciij. 

T^AijAic i)A Cfioo^iJAi^; cuca; cm QAonbAfii Aljt); A5iir 
bo b'&jl le6 ceAftc cporj&i) bo betjAii), *5ur "I bo Tl" ''o 
b'ii|l bo 2^ljAiib4D. ACC citdijiiD [-rjASAc; A^uf If u|fne I"ic 

■ Cliaq&i] rOASAc. The term Odiuui U applied ti> h huiuming tune, it lulliibi. 
and bus ia mimic. It bIbd signifies the humming of s bee, and the purring of 

■ cat, according to the old adage, If An rijjeA letr F^rn Snii^T AH cAc cpo- 
QAn," " it is for his oon pluLiure that the cat purn," which is applied to any 
|ienon who does an act apparently to oblige anuUter, hut which ia really lor 
ilia ownltenefilor amnument. The ward riASOc, aittete uaed, means a atraln- 
ing effort to prnduce a baea or low tune with continuod shakes. It seems that 
those engagn] tn singing Ihi Croaaa were a band of choniier*, and constituted 

■ put dI Um bardic oidM. Bunting, in his Essa; on the Harp, states, that 



by wbich he entei'ed waa thoa, having the ekirt of hia 
mantle fall with windt and there was not one within that a 
portion of the wind did not blow into bis bosoni. The en- 
tire of the great Bardic assemblage rose up simultaaeougly ; 
Shancban also rose and enquired who it waa that came to 
him against the wind. " You are mistaken in that," said 
Marvan, " it is not so, but with the wind I camo, and in 
proof thereof I have brought much of it along with me," 
" la it a contention you desire to enter upon ?" asked Shan- 
chan. " It is," answered Marvan, " if I get any to con- 
tend with me," "If ao then," i-eplied Shancban, "say 
from what did the firat cause originate?" " From blind 
nutA," answered Marvan. " True," said Shanchan, "and 
art thou Marvan the swineherd, chief prophet of heaven 
and earth?" "I am, indeed," replied Marvan. "What 
La thy pleasure?" asked Shancban. "1 beard," replied 
Marvan, " that every person gets his choice of music or of 
arts from you, and I am come to ask my choice of the 
arts." " You shall obtain tliat," said Shancban, "if you 
can show your relationship to the arts." " I can do ao," 
said Marvan, "namely, that the grandmother of my ser- 
vant's wife waa descended from poets." " You shall obtain 
your choice of the arts, though very remote is your con- 
nection with them," said Sbanchan, " and say what art is 
it you prefer." " I desire no better at present than as much 
Cronan (a monotonoos chaunting tune often used as a 
IiiUabi) as I like," says Marvan. " It is not easier for these 
to perform any other art for thee than that," says Seanehan. 
The Cronan performers came to them, ihrioc nine was 
their number, and tiiey wished to perform the regular Cro- 
nan. That, however, was not what Marvan desired, but the 
boss (or hoarse) Cronan ;' and the reason ho choeu that was, 



bo tio^Ait) eireiD At* »*l3 S« TU-bpir&l * ciwn. *5ur * cor*, 
*5ur ft n]u|ijt'i *3"r '^^ "JAft aiftf? * W-*D*1 ua&a hja 6'p 
ctidi)%i) ccAtic. 

Bacati, b}D, v«. tn] QAeiT&Airt ac CTt6gIkii po'ij fAinuil 
ri"> *5''r 1TJ CAi) bo ^objiAjcir t'^un ir *''" AcbenteAft 
2l)ApbATj: — bfei)A|)3 At> r*l^ cpotjijij bttjuu ii)*tt 60 JeAll- 
AbAfi. Ba xc}i A c6Ab6)p ija cm ijAei)6*lT* - *3wr '"' I*!* 
9t}«.jiht,j) Afijr cp6o&t) bo bfenAii) b6, «5ur Pi Ffijc Acc Aeu 
DAetjbA)! eA)-^A6AC b* ^pe*5P* i ^SiF ir SIM'^ "*> bftcAfi 
r6|U oc* cofi luAjc pA cfii qAeubAitt po|ttje; ASuf AcbeAjtc 
StjApbiiTi, btfijAib Ap r*ic citSijiiiu buiDt). ?lcbeAnc ijeAC 
Ifcjj |CA F[teA5fiA6 : — 'Do jenAjiji) p^iij e*lA&*i? bujc, a 
«bb*t'biii). C|A cbufA ? Ap «t)ApbivD. 2^iri 't>*el "t*"!'- 
saS, ollAtn LftijeATju- Cpec aij eAlftftAij bo sepc* bAm ? 
AH ^A)tb%i?. CeArburijrjAC rtjAic nje, Aft tiAel bu|UA&. 
)i) njAic cbur* irT'J coApb r|t) ? Aji ?t)ATih&i7. N] cu|p- 
F|b|p o|iArt) ceifb 17AC puAircel, ASiif nj cuiiteftb )|xi5 
ce|fb puAirlecur 10 cjionjb&ri) ujli; A^uf iijijirn bAnj, ah 
■DacI bujleAb, — cjifec 10 niA|c jriiAip biijije a cftUnj aju]- 
OAC puAiTi "OiA ; A5ur cu^c ID bA ctiAijb i;ac cejc a n)-bAfii\ 
SUr b]B tw 5u cii|t)Aici A5ur cfiec it) bejcbeAcI) bir ini) 

rAjii, A5ur ire ir bA6«6 66 a buAio Anu r*!'*?! *S"r ir^ 

ir beACAft 66 A cup aijh ; Ajuf cpeAC m c-A|i)rijn) bif ir|D 

ce|ui&, *5^T *rs ir lofCAfi 66 a buA]!) Air»ii Asuf *r* ir 

bcACAb bo A cup |tjuce. 

?lf njAic DA ccAfOA ft")> A "DbAeil 6u|lj&, Ap !2^Apb&D, 

AST SI'S tHAlC pUAirCelACfA ^AC Jf"® 1| F"*1P f*"!"] A 

CAlnjAiD, «3ur rjAc pUAlp Oia .1. a fiic t>o C|S|pi]A> op WJ 

■ All sourcM of informallnn in Natural Hiatory bave been <:arpJiill}> ex- 
amined, in tbe hope of ducoTering some usee of this Ben animal, but all to no 
aSect ; and ne have, therefore, come to tbe conclnninn that he must have been 
■ very odd fish. The atory of the Salamandei is well knn»n. In Wdker'a 
Dictionary he is described aa " en animal Buppotcd tii IIvl- in the lire ;" but it 
•eems that in the time of Marvan Ihe; believed th( itory u ■ fact. 



in the hope lliat tliey nii^lit breuk their beads, leet and 
necks, and that their breathing might the sooner be er- 
hausted by it than by the regular Crorian, 

The three ninea were singing the Cronan after that man- 
ner ; and, whenever they wished to stop, it waa then tliat 
Marvan would say — " Give us as much of the Cronan as 
we desire in accordance with your promise." The three 
nines soon became exhausted, and Marvan again desired 
that more of the Cronan should be sung for him. Nine 
of them, who were inefficient, only answered to his call, 
and these continued a shorter time to sing it than the three 
nines previously ; and Marvan said — " Perform aa much 
Cronan as we desire," 

A person within, in answer to him, said — " I will peFfortn 
an art for thee, Marvan." "Who art thou?" says 
Marvan. " I am Dael Duileadh, Professor of Leinster." 
" What ia the art thou wouldst perform for me ?" asked 
Marvan. "I am a good disputant (or wrangler)," said 
Dael Duileadh, " Thou wilt not propose to me a question 
that I will not solve ; and there is not a problem which I 
would propose, that the entire of the great bardic association 
could solve; and do thou tell me," said Dael Duileadh, 
" what goodness did man find on the earth which God did 
not find ? Which are the two trees whose green tops do not 
fade till they become withered l What is the animal which 
lives in the sea-water, whose drowmug it would be if taken 
out of the sea-water, and whose life would be preserved by 
putting him into it ? And what is the animal which lives 
in the fire, and whose burning it would be if taken out of it, 
and whoso life would be preserved by putting him into it?"' 

'■ These are good problems, Dael Duilidh," said Marvan, 
" and though excellent I will solve them. That which man 
found on earth, and which God did not find, is his sofficieooy 
of a Lord ; for there has not been a man, be he never so 
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rij*t) tu*ti cijeapDA ; A^uf ij) njAJt riD So 431(14, tji FUAjf 
(•e A r*l= »o c|3iiti)A PI*"!, op *re F^itj in Ci3!iiT)4 6r "7* 
cisifiijAib. BriAC (I) b& cpAijn Oac c&jc a m-bAf»it jUr 
bi& .1. 6o ForA, Ajur f]6 S|6e4r)3 a i)-ai]")ai)a .i. cuiUadh 
*3T I"bAit. Bfe 10 beacbacb Haji Ab bA6A& a buAiq Afl") 
njuip Soi"? BbnAejt) a aidto ; A3nr Afe i^ beAcbAC EiAfiub 
lorcA6 A buAji) Afl" cejoe "CejiUuf a ceAb Aintt), aju]- 
SAlmAObATi A A|i)ni AiJiuj; Asuf ir e no f>>ai-cIa6 da 
ceAfb bo cuiitir ofiunj, a <DbAeil bii|lf6, Afi St)Apb*p. 
TOu conjAiitce pofc a pitjibFt^iJa n]m« A5ur CAtptjAtj, Aft 

•DacI ftuiicAft; I)* b] 6«Tbr*i *5"'r V] b|A ftu|c ijnfino. 

DeijA|6 ttju fi,]t cp6T)i|u bAttji a riion)6ii|tij| ah 2t)&|tbitj. 

•Do FpeASAip TjeAC boij clem h^> *5'>r Acbeapc ; — "Do 
jeiifA caIaSai) bu]c, Aji fe. CiA cu p&itj ? Ati 20ApbJn). 
0|pcpe A]cbeAiijuiTj njin. *n r^i OllAtb 'Cua6 ^utdai). 
Cftec Aij caIa&ai) bo geijAifi bAitj ? Ap 2t)Apbiij. Jj- iipufA 
bAii) eAUb&tj ri)Aic bo beijAti) btt]c, op irArtj ircAfAc pip 
eSlAC. Jr bo|5 IjmrA, Ap 2t)«pbaij, 316 iitjfea bii|i)e Ajijii)- 
FirAC A t|5 TjA cporD&ftime ijAC puil 6ibu|l6 6tj i)-bu|ui if 
AjDroFeAfAiji lijA cufA, C160T) ? Ap Oipcije. 't)|ar peAp 
]i) AeiupeACc oc caca(3i6 bo liiilA, A3ur 3A17 pjr ceACcAip 
bjb ACACfA; A3U]' A riAt |t) bApA peAp fio tijac pij "pinb- 
^lcAi3, A3iir "OAC FpAi3|» "Daiphjc .1. bAlcA 5ljuAIt»| J 
*3Br F*|l o|P KuApuij- o SbuAjpi cue f | y|t) boij bApA peAp 
6|b, A5ttF cue f) bo cUi&eArij bo'o pip a|Ij, <Do feipij 
0)pci;e 2l|cljeAinu|o, Asuf bo pec a fa|1 6|p ASuf a cIai6- 
fiAtij, A3ur "1 puAip ceACCAp 6|b a)5|, A5«r o Oac piiAjp 
ApbcApc; — Ap bo conjAipce bAiij a ppiriipAjft mrije ASUf 

' Til r«ifl ami lie Uully. Ses Appendix, No. II. 

■ The loiegoing pbrssis ire idiomatic, and litually mean " Uy proteclion hn 
opon thee," &c., and "Be nolnnto me, and I shall not be untathecan; more ;' 
or, u tlie ebDd'i bargain would have It, " Let att alone, and 111 lei ih*e alonii 
heneaforth." 



bad or so good, who, if lie could not find liia sufficiency of 
an earthly lord, would find the King of heaven and earth 
to be hia Lord, becauBC He is himaelf Lord of lords. The 
two trees whose green tops do not fade are Eo-Rosa and 
Fidh-Sidhean^, namely, Holly and Yew.' The animal, 
whose drowning it is to take him out of the sea, is named 
Gnim-Abraen ; and the beast, whose burning it ia to take 
him out of the fire, is Tet/illua, which was ita original name, 
and its name at preaent ie Salmandar. And these are the 
Bolutions of the problems you proposed to mc, Dael Duilidb," 
said Marvan. " I crave thy mercy, prime prophet of heaven 
and earth," said Dael Duilidh ; " Aak me no queation and 
I'll ask thee no more questions."" " Perform as much 
Cronan for me as I desire, jo great bardic association," 
Bays Marvan. 

One of the bardic body answered him and said : — " I will 
perform an art for thee," aaya he. " Who art thou t" aaya 
Marvan. " I am Oircne Aitlieamuin," aaya he, "Professor 
of Thomond." "What art wilt thou perform for meP" 
asked Marvan. " It ia eaay for me to perform a good art 
for thee, for I am skilful and highly learned." " It is clear 
to mc," aaya Marvan, that, though many an ignorant per- 
son there be in the house of the great bardic association, 
there is not of the entire one person more ignorant than 
thyself." How so?" said Oircne. "There are two men 
payiQg their addressee to thy wife, and tliou knowest neither 
of them ; and theae two men are the son of (he king Find- 
fhaltaigh (of fair hair), and the aon of Fraigid Dairino, that 
ia, the foster-aon of Guaire ; and the gold ring which thou 
receivedat from Guaire, she has given it to one of them, 
and she gave your sword to the other man." Oircne Ailh- 
a arose, looked for hie gold ring and sword, and he 
discovered he had neither of them ; and, as he did not find 
them, he said : — " I beseech thy mercy, prime prophet 




CaIiwai), t)ft b| &4rii A5iir Di biu oujc v)or rtj5. N) ^\u, Aft 
^Apbiij, ftjur oeijCAU nju fftic C|tODA|i> bAH). 

■Do 11*1 6 ijBAC ir|t) bpuijit) bo 3CIJ feiD e*l*6«D Ou|c, 
*fi ri- Ci* cu f6io ? A|> 2l)ApbiiD. CttjnlAii: CAiUiSe 
njjp, Afi ri- CpCc )o eAlA^AT) bo jetjCA 6Aii) ? Afi 2t)Att- 
b&Q. 3t) eAtAiJAi) ir U'^ir'l ^^ bir, All p) cajIUac, a^ui* 
nAC ]reccA|i ft), ijA ftb, ijA eAfcob, qa pApA Bo 6eourn n* 
l}ecri)U|r .1. bo yA]i lAt;AtijnA|r "o 6ei)uii) ftUic. Jj- boij 
IjijD, Ap W*I»biii), 3up irjrijuiD leACfA jij cejub niJ I" cao 
So BaSuij- AC oicfceitij, id caij ir a CA|crce|ti) Ai" \t)m*\n 
leAc Ijl- TOaS miri, All SOAftbAD, 10 ijj cac aeApD*r *r 
m'oici"ceiii3 tJi b^D^^Aiy Atij feioj-ceiiij lie cp^oijAiipAcc 
cAeiliteAi75AC, cpo|njflt*r'^AC, CAiUiji m*p cljiir*' ^" 
coitjAipce FOiic, A ppimFAi^ v}W& ^S'T cAlrijAi), i;a b| 6Attf, 
*5T "^1 ^I" ft"|c- N| biA, Ap 2l)Apb!ii7, Asuf bfeAijcAp 
ttju fAjc cpoijUiD bAm. 

4)o jeorA, Ap pcAp ir^is, eAlftfiAij »ujc. CpeAb irj 
eAlA6Ai?? A|i S^ApbAt), Ajuf C|A cu f^|D? OlUrt) inA|c 
roifi pen) ceipb peio ac SeADC&n .1. CAjTijAel cpuicipj 
n)'A|i)n). 'FiAFpAiJim fejc A CbAr^JAet'' *T> StjApbai) : — 
Cpec AfA Fpic iij cpuicipcAcc, ijo cjl bo piubj iij cfeAb 
biij; DO c(A If cufCA bo p|Di)eA& cpti|c ida ciropitj t Ni 
^ACApf A rin, A ppimpAiS, Ap CariiiAel. 4)0 peAbiipfA, 
Ap ^Apb&u; Ajuf Acbep ppiucf* he- LAiiAti)U(ij hu] 
feAcz UA|U .1. OjACUel iuac ?t)[bu<'l, A5ur Caija CIuaS- 
njop A bcAt) ; ^suf cue a beAtj puAC bo, Ajuf bo bj ac 
ce|cbeA6 popije Ap fub peAi; A5ur ^ifAc; ASnf buynunj 
i)A IftAttmuii). Sljur li bA ij-beACAi6 |t) bcAi) cw cpAjj 
njApA CAtnAir, A5ur bu[ oc nubAl ija cpA^A, Asuf K"*!!* 

ri cAiri mil njsip' *p in cp*!^' *S"r « clu|p ri fo^»n i* 

' Snfol or n))Al, wbich In the getiidTe inakM xifl, is a general name for everf 
mnimal ; and tbc BnimsU aie deiignated liy addifioriHl lerms, u mfol nAji, the 
greil aninul, Le. the wtule; niiol bui6a, Uie yellow saiimd, oi nnol lourje, 
tJMuiliiul of the plain, viz. the hare, &c. The while ianlsD called ivjolnMnA, 
a Ma animal, which in (h« plnial make tqIoIca tVATUi, but more corrcctlr 
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of Leaven and earth ; do not disturb me and 1 will trouble 
thee no more." " I will not," said MarvftDj '■ but let me 
have a sufficiency of Cronan." 

A person in the mansion said : — " I will submit an art 
unto thee," said she. "Who art thou?" says Marran. 
" I am Crinliath Caillidhe" (Withered Hag) she replied. 
" What ia the art thou wouldat perform for me?" "The 
most noble of all the arta in the world, namely, to become 
thy spouse. " It is evident to me," said Marvan, " that 
thou art an ill-dbposed old woman, and possibly had been 
so in your younger days, since tbou speakest so immodeetly 
at this advanced period of thy life. As for me," said Mar- 
van, '■ aa I did not wed in my youthful days, neither shall 
I do 80 now, particularly a withered, emaciated, and de- 
crepld old hag aa tbou art." " Be merciful to me, prime 
prophet of heaven and earth. Forgive rae, and I shall say 
no more." " I will, said Marvan, " but let a sufficiency 
of Cronan be performed for me." 

I will perform," said a man in the bouse, " an art for 
," " What is the art?" saya Marvan, "and who art 
thou V " I am a good professor in my art to Seancbao, 
and Caamael the harper ia my name." " I question thee, 
Caemael," said Marvan, "whence originated the science of 
playing the harp ; who was the first that composed poetry, 
or whether the harp or the timpan was the first made ?" 
" I don't know that, prime prophet," said Caemael. " I 
know it," says Marvan, and I will tell it thee. In former 
times there lived a married couple whose names were Mac- 
uel, son of Midnel, and Cana Cludhmor (or of great fame) 
his wife. Hid wife, having entertained a hatred for him, 
fled before him through wooda and wildurnessea, and he was 
in pursuit of her. One day that the wife had gone to the 
strand of the sea of Camas, and while walking along the 
strand she discovered the skeleton of a whale on the strand. 



n**: *3"r t*iv!c * f«*p <?* oi*i5' "^r »<» mis S"n **» 

fofrife (N^rj b-n;!; co|U«Ad b* cotifp>cur bo, Apir ^ 501 
roAb* Cfiajd, *5«r ciin«e*r ceb* o'pefci& (i? njjl tqdir* 
lOOri ; *S*r *n rtO «***> crwic bo |tOD*(> pit.m. 

Sl^uf bf? bAC«|i &« n>Ac A5 LA)m)*c, B|3*>tmf a. Jah*A 
A^af r^b*lcAtij A Q-AQfUATtnA. Bu) tijAC b)b 17A sAttainn 
.1. CubAlcA)!?, *5or bo it»i3 U pojup a 6a oj»& inu MAfib- 
CA ^ufi Ab comfAb fiAtfra A OubfiAbAi* ; *5nr ^ S^in*''*) 

TtAOt) Afl AQ A^KaP nU) *3«ir IT* rl" ***•* P*""? *» IMMJCA 

jttAri). 

?0n con)Aifi<-« Fopc, * priiin^A|6 u(ri)e A^uf caIioaq, ha 
bi 6Ari) Ajuf ni bin 6n|c. N| b)u, Ajt ?l)*iibAi?. A3ur Wao- 
tAp «)a f-ijc C(i6p&|0 bAHj. 

21 bubAtftc ijeAC )rr|g; — too JeiffA eAU^AD tou)c, * 
^bAnt>»|rj. C|A CB ffeifj f AH S^ApbAT); Asuf C|te*c jij 
<'aU6a pujl A5AC? C6||ice Ceoilbjijij n)'Atiin)r|, A|t r*, 
ollAri) c|njpAi)4cca ij* citortjSAjrij*. T^iAfpAi^inj ft)b, a 
CljSipce Cljeoilb|t(tj, Ap ?l)aiibAri ; C^i^AC hja USajii- 
cAAft cimpAij nActn tooij cimpAO *3ur ijAp rejijrj irAem c|m- 

pAI) p|ArtJP Ml FCAbAfl, Ulf)0|t|10, Ap lU C|lt)pJH)AC. SI 



■ Tit ffarp >»4 (i^ TifV"^ See Appendix, Nn. 111. 

• Thtflnt rrrie •eer crmftitid. The eoaplcta o( the smith"* >l«Jgo ioA hun- 
mer whsn atrlklng Ihe iron on Ihe ■nvil, are fanilliar to tlie eort nf tXmotl 
tytrj pmuD, >nil ire ralher turmuniuai tbui tbe contrary. Tkej snuud 
naM« Nmtwtut dnlUr to lom-tte, tost-to, nhich ooauioiullj- vary to im-U*, 
(»-(am, uid would be ■ good giiida for ■ poet to foUow Id unne of his metre*. 
In PttMAj tha former would bt calied lanibiu, or the DibI Byiluble short, the 
aacond long: and tho latter Trochnua, or first syllable long and se<^ond short. 

Tha pMaage [n the [«xl rccftli to mamor^ a etorj once heard from a ShnH- 
u^K*, Tegtrding four women who conlandad In poetry as lo the snperiorily ol 
(ha raapaOtlTa tailings of tlidr hoabands, which were thosa of a weaTOr, a 
mfller, a fRrmrr, aad a amith. 'llio cumpoaitian. as in many such oases, wso 
•xt«n|Mra, and when it came [o the turn nt the sinith'i wife she sang the (ol- 



Biid having lieard (hi: sound of the wind acting on the aiiiew3 
of the whale, she tell asleep by that sound. Her husband 
came up to her, and having understood that it waa by the 
sound she had fallen asleep, he proceeded into an adjacent 
foreat, where he made the frame of a harp, and he put 
chords in it of the tendons of the whale, and that ia the first 
harp that ever waa made.' 

And moreover, Lamiach hadtwo aona — Bi^mus, namely, 
Jubal and Tubalcain. One of them was a smith, that is, 
Tubalcain ; and he conceived that the tones of the two ham- 
mers in the forge denoted the quantities of metre, and on 
that measure he composed a verse, and that was the first 
verse that ever was composed."' 

" Be merciful to me, prime prophet of heaven and earth ; 
do not annoy me and I shall not annoy thee." *' I will 
not," Bflid Marvan, but let there be plenty of Cronan per- 
formed for me." 

A pereon in the mansion said : — " I will perform an art 
for thee, Marvan." "Who art thou?" says Marvan, 
" and what is the art thou hast?" "Coirche CeoUbhinn 
(performer of melodious music) is my name," aaid he, 
" Professor of Timpaniam to the great Bardic Institution." 
" I question thee, Coirche Ceoilbhinn," says Marvan, " why 
ia the Timpan called the 'Saint's Timpan,' and that no 
saint ever performed on a Timpan?" "I really do not 



■ 



It 19 ffmer«I[j believed th«t 
HWd by hfm in imitalion of 
■djunit ID where he Indgeil. 



Hit <»*c«n 5*|Bfla 45 ullmus' 5B«i1l« " 

Ir ]'Ul A biulUUi buiir Ar> Cujlle. 
I have not heard a girmter music 
Tbas lour BDilthj making al ■ grlddli ; 
Buh man wiih humur in hli hunt, 
And lUlkiag blow for blim in iJine. 

Hull's " narmoniaua BUcluniith" wan 



of t)is 



iiirig af the aaiitba' hammen ii 
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B&Apr* FPIiic be. *n St)*pli*>J -!■ [1 c*t) &0 cuA(6 N*i, tn*c 
tftirijiAcl), ini? ^IfC, )iuc ft mojian bo ceoUib leir, *3ur 
Ttuc cjiDpaR )jo futjuTiAfe ; Ajuf "" ^1 ")*c A151 »*!> col * 
X^W"} ', ASuf bfttATi ir|t) &||ic oipeac bii| jd bjle poti Tiu 
U-borb*i) CO u-be&cIjAi6 Naj cotj* cU|iju Airbi ; Ajuf bo 
b'&il bon it)*c )R cimp&o bo bpeic leif. N| bcAiiA, Ap 
N*i, T)o 311 pAgATtfA luA^. jAjipocc IT) rtiAc be, cpcAc 10 
luA3 acbfiAjic Haj ijAyi bp,A3 leif ID cinjpAi) bViijiu- 
wju^aS uai(> ir^lD- *fo lt*c inroAC in *ircib nw b5, conAft 
rjnipJn) NAei A Ainnj o fli) ai)aU; Ajur 1JI be fin a beip- 
tiri, ija c|itjp!n)Ai5 AinttjFCAfACA, Acc r|n)piu dactt). 

2Ra cotifAipce pope, a p)iitT)FAi& ijitije Ajuf cAlrijAij ; da 
bj Sattj, A3iir 17) b|u biiic npx "i^- ^1 ^l"- *I' 2^Apban. 
A3ur bfeAtjcAp mu fi|r cp6i)&|t) bAiij; A3ur bo jAfi 2t)A|t- 
bAn |t) cpoBAn pa cti), A3ur 131 puAip, 

B* nUp ie SeATtcii) ri"' *3"r o V^c pnAip ijeAC ele bo 
Pfie|ce6pa6 2t)ApBai) a bubaipc co t)-b|03ne*6 pejij c|toDfco 
bo. 2Ir b|t)b) leAiDfA H*icn be, Ap 2t)Apb*T), ida o 3&C 
»U|t)e *p b]cb- Ro cocuib SeAncftT) a uIcaid a ij-iipbe, 
Ajup ojl» 3*b '?0*I'bM) ua6a acc cpoijii) fijACAc ; asu)- iij 
rAi7 bo pobpAfi SeAijcii) fcup ij- adi) a bC]peA& 2t)Apbiu, 
t>^AnA|6 ?wu faic cponiit) bAmb- Ba Dip le S^ADciij j-jd, 
*5T ri'e*w5*'' T"' cfiAOD bA c«c Aip A3 benAii) \v cpoDa|i) 
fceiDDlfi A leACfuil CAP a c|t)b co nj-bu| pop a 3PUA13. 
Oc cotjAic ^Apb&D riO *><* b'eA3Al le|r Acb>bu|-aD b'pASAil 
o5bi»*?pe; A3U1- 3Abu]' a pA|b|p iua 6eApDA]0T) ij-betr. 

■ Tbe words Has, Noab, uid DAeiii, ■ aunt, are so Biimlu ia eound, that <he 
one inighl be euily mutaken [or Ibe other ; and bence it inii}- be preaumeil 
tbs error Into nhicb tbe ignorant Timpanliu fell in misnaming ibc muiiuiil 

• 5*bur * paiftm !<)* 6e*t*041')'] ij-oerr. In the modern copy the word lor 
SAbur is oubAITtc, laid. Oe«nf]A|i)i] ii tbe dative or ablative ol BeannA, 
whicb means tbe rigbt-band, and also tbe act of praying, as we leain from an 
old WDg 1 but whether the writer meant to say that Marrao repe(t«d his rosary 
In bli tl^t-band, said his Pater in bis right-band, or lald bit Pater or prayer 
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know," replied the Tiiupaiiiat. " I will tell tliee," aiiid Mar- 
van ; '* it was as follows : — When Noah, the son of Lami- 
ach, went into the ark, ho brought mnQj mueieal iastni- 
menta with Lim, and in particular he brought a Timpan, 
and he had a son who was accustomed to play on it. They 
remained in tho ark during the time that the deluge bad 
been over the world ; and when Noah and his family were 
coming out of it, the eon wished to take the Timpan with 
him. ' Thou shalt not take it,' said Noah, ' unless I obtain 
a request. ' The son asked him what was the request. Noah 
said he would be satisfied bj naming the Timpan after btm- 
self. The son granted him that favour, so that the Timpan 
of Noah has been its name ever since ; and that is not what 
you ignorant Timpaniats call it, but the Saint's Timpan,"' 

" Be merciful unto me, prime prophet of heaven and 
earth ; do not interfere with me, and I shall interfere with 
thee no more." "I will not," said Marran, "but let 
me have enough of Cronan performed for me ;" and Mar- 
van called for the Cronan three timea and did not obtain it. 

SeancLan was ashamed of that, and as he found no other 
person to comply with Marvan's request, he said he would 
himself perform the Cronan. It will be more melodioua to 
me from thyself," aaid Marvan, " than from any other per- 
son. " Seanchan raiaed his beard up high, and Marvan 
would have no other from him than the guttural Cronan. 
Whenever Seanchan would wish to cease, then would Mar- 
van Bay — " Perform enough of Cronan for me." Seanchan 
was ashamed of that, and, by an overatrained effort of his 
in performing the Cronan, one of hia eyes gushed out and 
lay on his cheek. When Marvan beheld that he was afraid 
that he might get blame from Guaire, and he said his Pater 
in his right hand,* and he put the eye back into its own 
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*5ur cu)ii]r ]i) c-fiiil (D* lji'J*c F^lOi *5ur Acbetic lApAri) 
— b6i)a|6 nju fair cpoijiiio BAri). 

^cbeAiic ireac Arcij:— Oo jetj ye\i) eUt&i bu|c, * 
2),]ljA|ibtiiD> C|* cljuf* ( Afi 2t)Apbiii), Ajui" cpeAc |i) 
eftUfeA ? ScelAi6j ](- peAFiit inn tlioroSiiiit) itje, Ap eif- 
lutT), A^iif A o-6ir»iT7D uilij Ajnr 'Fir "JAc 7^o6nj*|iic 
njAionj buoAjft. 2l)aj-A cbur* rcelA|6e Af F(^a|1|i a ij-6ip- 
[ijU, A]t Z^Apbivif, AFA Fif ppimrcal 6|peAi)i) acac. ?1ca 
CO &e|rij|i), Ap ai) rceUifee. 2t)A aca, Ap ^Apb&i), ii)b|r 
Ca|d Bo CuA|l5ne ftAiiirA. 2t3oiji6 focc Ap «t) rcel*|6e, 
*5"r If^eApscAp uime. 5«c c&| ? Ap Scaocaij, jad \i) 
fcel b (ijijiri bo ^IjApbarj. ^oblAjti), * pl5 oUaitij, *p ai) 
rcfelA|fe, u| cuaIa id ci|ij lib bo cAb*ipc a irfe|p|i)') I'lATtj, 
*S"t' "1 F**^"P c|A Cue. 2^A AfCAb, Ap S^Apb^Oi c«l(>- 
|n)n FA SsAfAib cu ijo 5u tri'JOin ^" I" ^^1" ^*"'l *5"r 
cujpirtj ]tj cpoti)6AtT) ujl| F* 5e*r*lb 6a pAbu]0 tTAC fed 
oi5C| « ij-Ae|i)ci3 tjo 5u FA5AIC ru iJ* Ca^a; ASiif beAij- 
"irori For A b«cc nju tDljlA b*p tj-biirj bib uilj 3AV eij pAijS 
bo benurij 6 fo AfijAC acc acij buAo DAfijA ijo 3U pAJCAj 
C&ii) Bo CuA|l5t)e bAnifA ; Ajuf ac fab njin *5 imceACC 
Aijoii", AP S^ApbJujj A5UI- &Ap mn bpe|C|n rtjuijA bejc 
5uA|pj If if)&|c bo b|5eU[iiijn |t) cope piurj opuib, a cl|Ap 
ubroAll AiubpeArAc. 

T^eic S^ApbAD po|tbo* Acuf pAchAif ID cpoii>6iiij 3U 
rcjCAC ceAijDcponj, ubrbAll, itijftjimAC. ^cbeApc Se*ijc&t> 
lApanj. 4)0 cu|p SOApbJip po s^AfAib f)iji| bA itj-betnir 
bA oigq A t)-Ae|ij ida6 ijo 5u pAsnjAir lU Cii|u, Asiif ir 
Ai;t) j-A bA)l| ro bo bAnjAfi a peip, A3ur U] biAn) Arjocc ahd 



' ThBTiin-Bo-CoBilgne 
aume of uor Ardueologiils 
[lurel}' niTtliical ralaHon — 1 
gaiiUm. Il urill form ita^ of IK« enly publi 



A very early puriod, rflgHrded liy 
i^inle raid, and by otheri u * 




place, and he afterwards said ;^" Perforin ye a sufficiency 
of Oronan for me." 

A peraon in the manaion said : — " 1 wiU myaelf perform 
an art for thee, Marvan." "Who art thou?" eaya Mar- 
van, "and what ie the art?" "I am the beat scelaidhe 
(atory-teOer) in the great Bardic Inatitution," said he, "and 
in all Ireland ; and Fig Mac Fochmarc is my tribe (or fa- 
mily) name." " If thou art the beat sgenlee in Erin," said 
Marvan, " thou knowest the principal storiea of Erin," " I 
do, indeed," replied the egeulee. " Well then," aaid Mar- 
van, "relate to me TAiN-Bo-CDAiLOtfa"' (or the Cattle 
Prey of Cooley). Silence seized the ageulee and he ia re- 
proved for it. " Wbat are you about," saya Seanchan, "in 
not telling the story to Marvan ?" " Have patience, 
arch Profeasor," aaid the ageulee, " I have not heard that 
that Prey waa ever executed in Erin, nor do I know who 
took it." " Since that ia the case," eaid Marvan, " 1 put 
thee under ^cttsa(enchantment) until thou relateat the Tain 
to me ; and I put the entire of the great bardic body under 
injunctions that they shall not remain two nights in the 
same houae until they diaoover the atory of the Tain. I 
alao deprive you all of your poetic faculties, by the will of 
my Ood, that henceforth you sliall not have the power of 
composing verse, excepting one poem only until you find 
for me the Tain-Go-Cuailgne ; and there am I now going 
away, and, upon my word, were it not for Guaira well 
would I avenge myself oc you for the white boar, you in- 
dolent, ignorant, bardic clan." 

Marvan proceeded on Ida way, and left the great Bardic 
Association wearied, downcast, gloomy, and in sorrow. 
Then Shanohan aaid ; — " Marvan bound us under t/easa, 
that we should not remain two nights in one place, until 
we would procure the Tain ; and it was in this place we 
were last night, and we must not bp here to-night, that we 
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&o corbAll A(i i)5««r 3AD itqceACC tton)A]i]D b'i«mtfti6 

tj* C&i)A 130 511 b-pAjAfij bj. Jr AiJ" nn *o itot)«6 eiP5« 
Acblutil eiu^lfi Acoij tponjbiiTO i&ifi oUum *5ui- *orftuic; 
IblH F(le&6 A5ur e|criD; ibift ^m *5ur mi7«i ; i&m co]t) 
AST SiUa ; lO(tt 63 *3ur fcAi), fflcljc «c* ijj ce*;)* 516 
tfiomftAiij bo 3A|iiC) b]bronj, aju]* 516 Af> njap a t)-3t'*1'J 
b* be*3 A file. On bA bl Bmsic ioscai) Oujccenne, 
bcAij SbeADc&]ij, buiije b* mo fjiic bjb, Ajuf ijj |tbeA6 *cc 
uj ci[tc« b'AciTriii, &3ur bo SAinbimum BpiSie ii)6r<- 
f&^ceAd b). 

)r *■?" riiJ "" 5'"*! r^ *'•*?' l" cportj&arn fiorupA ju t""7- 
jACAri Aipri) I rtj-bui 5«*ir<l- ^IPSir 5"*It>l U* '5*3*I'*> 
op bA I)|D3Ua6 Uir A b-pA|cno uil| Ajt jij faijc), Ajuf 
cuimr pailci coicceAijo n*!"' *S"r *>o tAjibiji ceojiA pS; 
bo Sb^AOciLp, 43ur AcbcAfic: — Scel& A5AC, a pj OllftimP 

Ap re i c?'* TK" 3iii*ir n^ * ^*t' f-bpuisjo pfeii) ? ar <*'* 

Ap fCfelA, A PJ, Ap SeAi)ca»f. 2t)ApbJn) mucA|6e, pp]ii)- 
F&J& Olrije ASur CAltijAU, CAjnic Ap cuAipc cujAjtjb bo 
bi^Ajlc ID rujpc i:\i)T) opA|t)t), A3ur bo lap a pojA eAU&Ai) 
*5T oiPFl^I'^i *3T ^ 3eAUA& no "o- *3"r ir^ I^os* 
pucfAt) A f&jc cpoD&ii) ; A3ur bo cO(p cpi ijAeijbAip acaitjij 
A5A ftfeAijAit) f|t) b5 ; A5Uf bo cb"A6uf a pfeirj, Ap SeAipcftiji 
bo SfeoAti) m cpoijiio bo pA beipCAb, A3ur m cAi) bo ^b- 
p«lij T^up ir *"'^ ^<> lApAbfon) A f"'!^ cpoijajij bo bfetjAiir 
bdj A5nf fp6Ai75A6 po| cbeADD bA cucuf opAtt) bo cujpeAr 
rou fiiil Ap ma 5P«A15, A3ur *«> FO|^^!P "f^ tpe cuibAccA|b 
<D6; A3ur AcbeApc ijeAcb iriiJ m-bpui3iD co ij-biDsoAb re 
T-celAi6Acc b5, A5ur bo jApfAi) 'CA|t) Bo CuAjlsue; 0.511^ 

AcbeApc m rc^l*!"^ "*c poib] ji) rcelrom A131; Asup bo 
cujpi-iun) po sPApAib n'jtie A5ur jtj rctUife 3AI) &i» pAun 

»Ap I)-6*D b FA3A1I Ou|i)ij, »5iir 3A0 belt bA ojjci a ii-Aeji) 
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ma; fulfill our geasa ; we must, therefore, proceed on our 
waj in quest of the Tain till we discover it." It was then 
tliat every individual of the great Bardic Institution started 
up simultaneously, both profeasore and students, both poets 
and scientific peraons, both men and women, both hounds 
and servants, both young and old. But, notwithstanding 
their being called tbe great Bardic Institution, and though 
greatly they were abhorred, yet small was their consump- 
tion of food ; for Brigit, daughter of Ouitcerne, the wife of 
Shanchan, was the person among them who did eat moat, 
and she usually did eat only a ben egg at a meal, and 
therefore she was called Brigit of the great appetite,' 

The great bardic association then proceeded on their 
journey, until they arrived at the residence of Quaire. 
Guaire went forth to meet them, for he wondered at seeing 
them all on the plain, and he bid them a welcome in gen- 
eral. He gave three kisses to Shanchan, and said — " What 
news hast thou, arch Ollav ?" said he ; " why have you de- 
parted from your own mansion ?" " Bad is our story, 
king," said Shanchan. "Marvan the swineherd, prima 
prophet of lieaven and earth, came on a visit to us to take 
revenge of us for the white boar. Ee requested his choice 
art and music, which was granted to htm, and the choice 
he made was to have his sufficiency of Cronan. Thrice 
nine of ua went to chaunt the Cronan for him, and I my- 
self," said Shancbau, " finally went to sing it for him ; and 
whenever I chanced to cease he then desired to have more 
Cronan sung for him ; and by an overstrained effort I made 
I put out my eye on my cheek, but he healed me by the 
power of God. A person in the mansion then told hiin 
he would entertain him wilb Sg,iuleeaght tatory-telling), 
and he (Marvan) chose to have Tain-bo-Cuail^ne (the 
Cattle Raid of Cooley). The Sgeulee said he had not that 
story, and he bound ua and the story-teller by Geasa 



=13 ^ S« b-FAsroair Fir w* C&ij* bo ; *5ur Auor* bA|l| 
fo bo tiAnja)! *|ifi|(t| *sur U) biAin adocc «Dt), 

CjA IjAiiin) po b'ajl buib bul &'|ApA|6 ija "Ciij*? *ji 
3iiA)fi|. 21 iT-2ilbAii), Ajt SeApciij. N» tjejusib, &]» 

5ii*iiv|, Ap ir A o-2tlbAHj jf '"S* 00 3*^^*1 * nr- 0|» ir 

* ij-fiiip|i7U Ffejij cuca6 |I) c&it) ri'J; *3T ^ pecApr*, *p 
SnAiitj, njAp *f c6(p bAjb fto bftAijAffi. Citjtjuj- oij ? 4p 
SeAoctkt). 21i;tnA|T) Ati) FAppAbj-A, Ap f-a; a^uj- lo oijdjp 
pHApAbAip u*|n)fe *3i>r o pcApAjb 6jpeAwo juf *n|ii3 bo 
^ebcA| UAjiuri AT^ir b* * u-ccn)Air bap q-bAu*. Nj bjAb 
«cc tDAfC O^ipce Aijq riD' AT> SeAijcJVD- ^^Qa AreA6, Ap 
^u&ipi, t^Ai)A6 bnp it)rjA A3ur bup iije|c *3iir ^"1^ i>5lll*tJ0- 
pA6 AiQ pAppA&r^i <^3ur ^It*'^!^ bup t)-ollAiii}, i-^nf bup 
b-i^ljli, «5ur bttp luce CAtjCA ciit(l s'lApA^ls ij* t^&ijA. 
StcbeApcfAc u|li 5up cb&|p riDi *3>^r r*<> cbloUr^AC Ap Aij 
corijAiple riO- 

}y Ai)ij r|i) ifbeApc SeAi>ciij — |ij oei) q-buAt) bAp 
if-ouAi) ^o FAcbAb ACA|00 *r '^^If ''"IW * beijaiij bo 
3buAjp«. Op AcAtnnc tol, Ajuf paice, ASlIf bliAJAiu, 

ceec 4 n-oin," " I Itnow not that." says Conor, " ffir Niisi is under lalefm 
<vu> not to rMura westwud,"— TA« ^Iwy d/ (Ae datk itf Hf fUldrm -^ Cmngit 
NoM on tbo fortgoing b; Heaphllug O'FlaiugaiL " Sadi vuws ware invioLUc 
with our heathen ancfstors. Any one bec«me mfnniou* who would break 
then) ; and tbe vvngeance o[ heaven wsa tpprebanded oa tbe immediale eon- 
BeijoencB ot their vinladon. This waB the ancient diiralry of the Iriih, npon 
which, perhaps, waj groanded the mare moderB one nf the middle agea. Thoaa 
who were initiated into the crier ^oobw, a very aadaat one in IreUad, aa it 
ejdited long before the Christian eiu, were peculiarly bound by these Geha, 
or mIrui iitpinctioai : S^rA tjac Tl^UllingiS TtP-lACCA, injimcliom mrl rautfd, 
(w he violated leetp) ftj lint iKron, ii an mtual expression in our nnrient tolea, 
Ctnare ! Were thaw ttte Gesata of Bomsn alary, or were they like tiiem ? 
Wu Mir safe, nc javelin, the G»ta t~ — Traiuactioni iff Ihc Gaelic Saittp. Dub. 
180B. 

It appears, however, that the Geata were usually imposed ou persons as 
■tiled in the text, and probably by Ihv Drniile ; a (i>rrD nf Ibla eolemn 
ipjunttion, or (truidiu spell. ho« men deBcenited rrndilionally tu our own 
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(solemn mjnnctiODS)* so as not to have the power of com- 
posing OM etaiiEB of onr poetry, and that we ar« not to re- 
main two nights in tlie same house till we procure for him 
the story of the Tarn. In thia place we were laat night, 
■nd we cannot be in it to-night." 

"To what place do yon propose to go in qaeat of the 
Tain?" said Gnaire. "ToAlbain"" (Scotland), replied 
Shanchan. " Don't go there, said Guaire, "because in 
Alba yon have the least chance of information, for in Erin 
itself that Tain was effected ; and I know," added Guaire, 
" what yon ought to do." " What is that?" asked Shanchan, 
" to remain with me," said he; "and the honour wliich 
you have been receiving from me and from the men of Erin 
unto thia day, you shall nowliave it from me in considera- 
tion of your poetry." " That would te no tetter than a 
compliment of alms," said Shanchan. " If you think so," 
Bay8Guaire,"then]etyourwomen, sous and servants remain 
with me, and let your professors, poets and musicians go 
in quest of the Tain." They all approved of that proposal 
and determined on that resolution. 

It was then Shanchan said:- — "The only poem of our 
poetry which has been vouchsafed tons, it is fit we compose 
it for Guaire, for we have been with him a month, a quarter 

tune. Ft may be often beard enancinted liy children when rI play, to the 
following purpose ;—" Cumimn 60 SeAf* enoii)* »naoi6ojcc otic, AnjAti 

Atlca 50 n-)cp tii; cor leAC «TifllAbt^4»r 0|le A|>i ie." "I impon Bpon 
Ihee by weighty druidlc Rpelli tb*( tbau maycat wander lo and fro along a 
river (but no particular river mentioned); tiiat thou m«yest toll in a bush of 
neltlea; Uiat the wild dogs (wolves) may devoar thee" — and then followi tlie 
dtttribntfon of the nembera of the body, to b» expoied on the (ops of hilla nd 
niDunUioi, in tlie Baa, At:., unless the person eu bound by (he ipeH vould per- 
form the specified or required eel. 

> itlbA, Gen- ttlbAi], Dsl. aibAin, the nnme by which Scoitand hss olnav!. 
been ileiflgnawd by the Irish wrilen i *nd the inhabitants itlbdiTA|j or '' Al- 

binian Scoii." 
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*13l iri" n)-bAil]re* 1- * o-'tJufilur. ai-beApcfAc 10 Cponj- 
ftim jup coifi rin. *D6i5 ato v] Tioi^i M)pce bi6 13* biji, 
u* 5iii 0* Aljicit, DA fee DA njAjoe onAioOt *5"r "Jl 6eAcb- 

A|6 miAo Aetj o-buiue p* Up acaidij ppino pe n". A3"r 

wj pujjceAp cu bj ceADU |ij bort)A(T) a rrj-bAili pi^ ©ipeAijij 
1* Ti)3 cu|C|6 coi)T}n}A|l njAp ]tj coi)ninA|l bo pAb bu|nq. 
Uc bujc SeADC&tj : — 

CpiAlluri) uAic A 5ijuA|pi jUiu, 

T^ACrUAlC A5AC beAt)ACCA]T); 
BllAgAlt) A3ur ItA)cl)«' Jf tijl. 

SlcAin Acac A Aipbpj. 

Tpi CAeJA 6iceAr D&p ri)i>5, 
BSUT cpi CAesAt ejcrio; 

•Da muAi, ir Sill*- ir cu jac rw, 

RO b|A&EA U)l| A TJ-Ae]!) CjJ. 

Cu|b Ajt lejc AS 5AC bnjije ; 
LeAbA Ap lejc jac eij ij-buitja ; 
Nj eipjirtjir lOAbAt) tijoc 
^At) beAbA& t)6 5*1) ecoAc. 

a beipiiurt ni^n &«. 

"FlprnjcljeAp in -FAiTbioe; 
3t}A& ba po^ri^'n coIajB clAijf), 
CjcpAHj Apir 56 cp^aUaid. 

Ca a|c Ap m-beicbl AiKicc? Ap 5"*lfl- ^ ^*r "* 
pl5lj b* pojDum he, Ap SeAtjcAi), a ij-buijAb P13 LAi^eAi), 
ConopA cAecb' 



■ " Hie iDvnrled nnmaatiaD ib remaikable. Ii UTOiut ilranglf ol Hitein 
origin, ■> well u of tb« e»*Wni mod* of imling from right to UjfL" — Tlwoph- 
ilui D'Flaiugui, in TraiuacHom of Iht G<elk Sodtt^. Dnh. ISOP. 
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and ft year/ in this place, nauieiy at Durlua." The great 
bardic association agreed that that would be proper; " for 
truly (said they) we had no want of food or drink, of gold 
or etlver, or of jewels and substance ; the yearning of no 
individual amongst us was unproTided for during that pe- 
riod ; and there will not he found to the end of the world, 
in the residence of a king of Ireland or of a provincial king, 
an entertainment equal to tbe entertainment he gave us," 
aa Shanchan said — 

We depart from thee spotleBfl Guaire, 

We leave with thee our benedictions ; 

A year, a quarter and a month 

We have been with thee exalted king. 

Thrice fifly acute professors, 

And thrice fifly students ; 

Two women, a valet, and a honnd with each man 

Were all supplied with food in one mansion.* 

Each person had his own meala apart, 
Each one had a separate bed ; 
We rose not on an early morning 
Without debate or without complaint. 

I say unto you as an inference. 

That the prophecy will be fulfilled ; 

If our numerous body will reach the destined place 

We shall return again, though we now proceed. 

" Where do you intend to be to-night?" said Qaaire. 
"At Naas of the kings* if we can arrive there," replied 
Bhanchan, " in the fortress of the king of Leinster, Connra 
Caech" (Connra the Blind). 

• AHter — "Wer^tll tiA io or« m«D»Jon, or hou»6.* 
> ,Va« «/ At langt. Sm Arpmdlx, Nu. rv. 
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T^iAjuic [tott)pA CO Nafi *5''r !" cad 6o bACAfi *3 
bul boT) b*|li CAnU lobup 6o)b *ji *o Hlje- *S'*r *^" 
beA|ic Fpju — C|A blO*b ^t* cAncAbATi )t> n*n ibop 
b«cl)Ucb p ? AH re. N| beA& ri" Fl' *'?'Ji *f T^^*T* "^I^- 
ACC ScAtjcljAO re|D FlMi 5«''* clfeiii *5U|- 3U0* FfilD- )r 

A]Cp[t) bAIW bup p-AUrnAnDAi AJt AI) cl*li), 516 F*bA po IIA& 

l*c, *sur IT njeirOi *ij tin * cciscbl. AST ir FeA|«itbi 10 
cjfi AfA cAi]CAbA|tt. CiA fob If A|l bn|b 6ul a i)occ P aji 
ID lobop. Co buijAb Coijuft* CAe|c, H15 Lai^cai), aii fl*^- 
N] Fil coji-c Acii|bri Aijtj, «p jij loboii, A^ur 3*0 *eij iiAijb 
bA bun u-b&i3 Acuib. Ci* bo lUDir fl'' *"M^ri> * cUimf 
Ap lAcroti). ?l fe Aijoif cp&c A 6e*|ibt*, «n aij clAtij ; op 
ir c6|p 6uib buAij tfo 66ijAii) bo 1115 LAiJeAO, 0|t ire bo 
b&ApA in)lucl]cA6 6Aib a i^-SllpAit). 2Jr VII' *""' clAtij r"**' 
AH 1JA bollAiijAin; *5ur *r F^*T'^ "^"l" * FedjAHj ID (rec- 
pAiijAir buAD bo 6eijAtTj bo plS LAiJeAW, A3ur bo rpiAlfAC 

A bepAlij .1. HADT) JAC oUaiI) ACU. 2lcc ACA 1J1 CCAD* bA 

nfA6 pepbi leo oifieAC 61) ^ocaI, ijj ^ua)iacati le cCte ju 
coip. 

StcbeApc |ij cIaid : 4)* n;A6 &|l l|b luAcI) bo CAbAijic bArn 
fk]i) bo seDApjo OuAt) bo mj tAigeAD Ap bup roi?. 2lc- 
beApcfAc CO cibpicjr a poJA Uai3| &o. T^AbpAjb bup 
'••ISI fir I"!") &p AIJ cIatd- CucfAc A nj-bpiACAp nil) feo. 
Sfl* aj-caS, Ap fe, ire Iuac lApAimn opAjb Se*nc&D »o 
cAbAipc poi5i &Aiij. ^cbeApc SeAtjc&Q bA ii)-bfe»6 r* Asuf 



■ Lrper. There are two difio'snt words giren hare for ■ Ispcr, viz. Lobafi 
mndcUiiji Ihe latter mor* properly signiliea monje, and is probably used lo 
denote > mangy or scabby pfrwm. 

» dtpa, Scotlaad. O'Kdlly in hia Irish Dictionacy, and Arrostrong in lila 
Gaelic, give the word dip to signify a mouabiiR, which in tha plural make* 
Alp« or *1b*. I.e. p for b i and from this may lie inferred that the Celtic name 
d[ Scotland oieana a mountainoiu or billy coonlry, or, as the northern part of 
it is called, " At Bighhitdi.'' O'Brien explains the word thus — Blip, any groM 
or hnge lump or chaos. Quare, U tbts Cdlli: word be not the origin and radix 
nF Alps the moontalnl so called, imposed apon them by the Gallic and Hel- 
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TLey proceeded on tbeirjoui-ney to Naaa, anil whea they 
were coming to the place tliey met a Iftper on the way who 
aaid onto them — " From what plRce did this large rustic 
crowd come ?" Bays he. "They are none such who are 
here," said one of them, " but Sh&nchan the aage poet with 
hia bards and noble company." " Your namee are familiar 
to me, though long it would take to repeat them ; and the 
country into which you come is the worse for it, aad the 
country whence you came is the better for it. How far do 
you intend going to-night?" asked the leper. "To the 
fortress of Counra Caech, king of Leinster," thoy replied. 
" You have no bueinesa going there since joa have not 
(the power of composing) one stanza of your poetry." 
"Who told you that? you mangy fellow,"' said they. 
" Now is the time to prove it," aaid the leper, " for it will 
be necesaary for you to compose a poem for the king of 
Leinster, as it is he that is to give you a passage to Alpa"' 
(Scotland). " What the leper says is true," said the pro- 
fesaora ; " and it is better for us to try if wo can compose a 
poem for the king of Leioater." They accordingly set 
about composing it, viz. a verse by each professor of them; 
but however had it been only one word (by each) they could 
not arrange them properly. 

The leper aaid — " If you would be pleased to grant me 
B consideration I will compose a poem for the king of Lein- 
ster in youp stead." They said Uiey would grant him bia 
choice favour. " Pledge your troth to that." aaid the leper. 
They all pledged their word to him. " Well then," said 
he, " the reward I ask of you is that Seanchan will give 
me a kiss." Shanohan sud that should he and his professors 



o (C«lilc) rtCM inbafaitiBK at Iha baae*, rMlur Ihan (roin their bang hlsb. 
t.at alliludiHt, 01 (iflcn Ibiiir bang whiM irilh uiow, fwui nlbi noitfH. £IIiF> 
I Atfu it tSe Irish oun* lor lb* Alp*. 
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A olUnjAiQ A D3|U Ttir DAC cfbfiAb fe]D poc bon cUtt), 
SlcbfiAftcrAC U* bollAiri) CO tj-iiJ)p4bb4|r So cutrj 5i»Aipj 

lobuti. 

"Cue SeAocio pS3 boij clAiij ^ejt leAfC leir ; Ajuf caij- 
SACAfi cu bopur 11 &ut)*6; A^uf 60 buAilfCAC bAtcpAuS- 
•Dp F|*pFui5 JO bo|pr^O(p cjA bo bi iTip bopAr- SlcbeApc 
fP cIaH), 5uT(ube SeAric&q cot}A oUArni;A but at)i}. 'Do 
F1*PP*1S ]>> bouifeoip |ij iiAjbi bAii acu bo 11)3 l-A|5eAU. 
%zt,, Ap A17 cUm, Ajttf ir njiri ir peACAjpe &6, Olc jij 
lijAiri iteACAipe ACA ope, aji SeAQc&n, A5ur if njeifbe 
rioife bo be|c ttjAiIle jijijij. TiAjuic irccAc mo »hi). Ajaf 
bo cuip PI Laiscao FipcAio FAilc] pnju, AjUf »o piAppAiS 
b|b c^A cot)A[it bo b ajI bO]b &uIa. 21 tj-SlbAjt), Ajt f|Ac; 
«3ur bo b'A|l Ijoi) loD3 A5ur lot; b'pAJA]! UA)cr-|. 1)o 
^{ApfAjd (If LA|5eAt} (I) )iAib| b&o njolcA acu &S. 3ca, 
umoitpo, AH |u lobufi, Ajuf ir njiri IT peACAjpe 65, A3ur 
po 5Ab ID lobup 10 buAo: — 

21 CljooDpA CAe-[c rijejc <t)A|rtbpe otj c)ta|3. 

CbApAjc njijJi pa]! fojlcpiDije ; 

' Hers the author reduFu the proud, haughty, and OTerbeuing vch-bRrd 
»t Erin to the loweat degree of degradstign. 

• Hand-Kood. The word in Oie original ia b»rct'*''''i derived from bar. the 
bind, pabn of the hand or sn "pen hand, and cftAm, s tree or any Implainsat 
Tnftchin«f or weapon, made from irODd ; bat thew terioA are always accom- 
paoied by distingulahing worda, aa eUAijii-reojl, the maat of a ship ; ctUQi)- 
ctkbAt", » wooden engine from whence alonea were shot on an enemy's en- 
trenchments, tn the Tale of Deirdre, or the Death of the (ona of Canagh, 
the following passage occurs :— " RMjCAcan lap HI 5" ')-e'i)*lf W*'*. ai^T 
bo b4|i)o*aan b6|ri) bairenoiOO 'r AtJ boTWr. *c*r bo tT>e*5*1It *» bomreoiP 
TDie U|rni3, ACAr Oo piantAtS «1* <x> bt Tai) ooyiAr." '■ Thry artived after 
thii at Eman Uacha (Armagh), and they strack a loud suoke of th« knocker 
(haHdaood) at the door. The door-koepcr anawered Ihe tons of Uanach, and 
asked who was at the door?" Thii work was translated by Theophilos 
O'Flinagan, a Scholar of Tritely Colle^ Dublin, who explains this term In 
■ brief note thm — " Bimd-vcod, meana the rapper." Set TratuarHotu of Ihr 
Oatk Soriitg. It does not appear that thla rapper or knocker was faittned nr 





113 

be forfeited for it be would not givs a kiss to the scabby 
fellow. The professors declared tbey would return to Guaire 
again, and that they would not accompany him unless he 
would give a kiss to the leper. Shancban thereupon gave 
a kifls to the scabby man, though loathsome it was to him.' 
Thay came to the gate of the fortress and they knocked 
(with) the hand-wood.* The porter asked who was at the 
door. The leper replied that it was Shancban with his 
professors that was there. The door-keeper asked " bad 
they a poem for the king of Leinster?" "They have," 
said the leper, " and I am its reciter."^ " Bad is your 
appearance as a reciter," said Shancban, " and it is worse 
for ua to have you along with us. They went into 
the Dun*, and the king of Leinster bid them a hearty wel- 
come, and asked them " to what place they desired to go." 
" To Alban," they replied, " and we wish to obtain a ship 
and stores from thee." The king of Leinster asked them 
if they had a poem in praise of himself? " They surely 
have," answered the leper, " and I am to deliver it," and 
he recited the poem. 

Connra Coech/ son of Dairbre of the strand, 
Thou friend of the fair-haired women of Inis Fail ; 

tied to the (loor by ■ cord or iron ch^n, [or we once heard an old Shuuchee 
deavHbe It. H« stated thai it waa a piece o[ Bhapeiud wood (probably in the 
lorm of a policeman'* baton), which waa placed in a niche or hole in the irall, 
from whence it wai to be taken and uaed by any person steking adinittanu'e 
Into the (oitieu. See also Vol. lit, p. 103, of ont Transactions. 

■ BrjHtUar. The word in the Mac Carlhy Biagh MS. is TieACA||t«, and in 
the more modem copies T>aA£cj.iTU!, which is GTToneout, as it lignidea not a 
repetiCor, bat a king, judge, or lawgiver. The word given by O'Brien (and 
from him by O'Reilly) ia |i&eAl)u, which he explains thus : — " Ra.CAm, 1" 
rehearse or repeat, ex. tUcfM) TAArOAOtiT) leO[A, I will hencelorth repeat 
■ tlymn to God. Hence RdCdiiie, the poet's repetilcr." It appears that this 
was an official attendant on the bard who wrote and teclted hi* Gompoaitiaai. 

» Den. See Appendix V. 

* Cmra CatA or Canra Ihf Blind. The term Cateh has twen Dmally applied 
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C*b«ltl bU\m IwiOS 6A|l cup CAJt CHIUU, 

a 5ilU 3I011J lui&rimi) f&b blojs 
21 cotijup clo|3 bujut) b(teA3 roui5i 
iDo n)ol*6 rnA|cb A PI * F^*I^. 



Na tJ»eA3 3UC io6luj5 u«)c riupe, 

3ll luAC CAH llDUi * • 

5" 5*«c 5u 3mi)tj A ftCAj bujoe. 
21 b*icll 1)* ftUAjije ri'' C113A& C13I leApcA fifijb, A3iir 

pUCfAC Af JD Oljc) rIO CO r<lbAcb fOriieAIJIIJDACb, 5AD BAf- 

bAi6 ^rjieAfbA]! ija fmotolri)*, co ci|»ic mAibiut) Ap ija 
ttjApAC. 

"Do 3IADA6 loijj &5]b jApAitj, A3ur bo cu]rieA6 ISi) 
lijoci. "Do fiAppAiS ju lobAft )D iiAcl)A& T^ejtj leo inu 
I11ID5. 2lcbe*pc SeAijc&a ijacIj ]iAcbAb f&jtj (uq bA 

lo thOM of imperfect vision, sa one-eyed, Bhorl-aighfed or half blinded pcraons, 
and JWf, M tbose who are 10UII7 blind. It mty be (Considered, tbat it wu 
paying a bad compliment to the king of Lelnsler to all Mm Cuc^ but pro- 
bably it WIS by tliat he was diatingoiihed from otbars -who bore Ibe name of 
Connra. In a gimilu mannet tha kings of Brefnej and Oiigiall were 
named Oub, black or dark, and FIOQQ, fair, from the colour of their hair. 
ThBBS adMilitioui taiina were very neceasary before the Introduction of 
family names ; anob names are aignilicuil of the colour of the hair or viaage 
of the progenitors from irhom they are derived. Even eince the introduction 
of family names, Iheae epithets have been numarous. Any one, who has lived 
among the people of tUi country, must know that scarcely any jwison conld 
escape having a cognomen attached to eithet his Christian or surname. Thoaa 
addenda were sometimeB patronymic ; in other cases derived from the locality 
of the dweller ; or from strength, stature, or colour of completion ; defect or 
imperfection in the body, encb as cIocac, bAcAc, catq, &c. ; but the DIMt 
numerous were those from the colour of the hair. Uany persons in the rural 
diatricts are only known by their nicknames ; in some Inalancea, where tha 
original family name bad becoms obsolete, the nickname waa adopted ai • 
secondary family denominallan. All the higher famitira that separated into 
two or more brancIiBi, had their distingnishing branch names ; and their oblefi 
bore them M » p»tl of Iheir titles. Thus, in the Rnyat family nf the O'Connors, 
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Uivo IIS a ship to conyey us over the waves 
Of the boisterous sea of the porta of fortreasea.' 
purest man we have come by thy reuowa 
To the fertile land of the delightful plain ;' 
To praise thee well, king, chief, 

• • • • • 

Of the bounteous hands, convey us away from thee, 
Speedily over the sea * • 

With wind and favour, generoui man. 
After that poem they were supplied with bed-chauiberB ; 
and they paaaed that night in cheerfulness and great mirth, 
without want of entertainment or attendance, till the 
morning on the morrow came. 

A ship was soon cleared out for them, and provision 
stores were put into her. The leper askad might he go 
along with them in the ship. Shanehan replied that should 
he (the leper) go, he himself would not go into it. Then 

kiDgi of Connangbt, whkh wparated into iwo brinchea in ihe [onrteenUi 
century, Ihe chiefi wan slflad O'Connor Donn. or the brown-haind O'Connnr ; 
nnd O'Connor Roe, or Ihe red-hatred. The Mac Carthyi, princeB o( Detmoad, 
were ilM Kpualvd into tro great dana, the chiefs of wboin were ilyled Mac 
Carlhj More, or Great, and Mac Cartbj- Riabhach, or ol the ewarthv conn- 
tenancB, tlthnugh the reigning chief might be aa fair as a 1117. Bnt the; 
derived those tide* from their progenitors ; and probabl j Connra the Uinit 
came by his cognomen in a similv manner, for m have It <m record thai ■ 
branch ot the O'REfUya of Cavan were caUed the Can Caech O'Reillys, from 
thdr progenitor tlie Blind O'Reilly, and tliat from Ihem the barony of Clankee 
in Cavan was named. 

■ The version or reading a( this line in tlie modem cop^ Is foft rqai); njand 

rjoit jile, on the bade of the sea of pure whiteness, slluding perhaps 10 1 

billowy or boiiT«raiia sea. 

• In the modem copy this line reads — a ecamatn dloica bpuj nufSe, By 

Vlk* tame of the palace ot the delightful piain, tlneAJ njurjs here could have 

hing to do, t brieve, with Bregia. It may be remsiked tlut the latter 

t of Ibis poem i« defective in all the copies, arising probably from lacan* la 

origins! M.^., from which ihey were transcribed 
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«H Fwf I"? nj*l»A cu iiAi;5&EA|i liii) fie c*in3lb 'I^aoad') ; 

A5UC «& COT)0CACA)t A6(J TJ-6uiUe pop AJ) CApl»*lC, AJur * 

ri T]t) «A|ii AC cootjcACAii It) lobAft Ap cujfip cbor*I3 "* 
'"lUSli A3UI' cpotjMj fijACAcf) 4151 *5* ''etjArt). 

StcbeApc jij bwioi buj pop rf CAjiftA(C ofA cjij^ : — C)a 
ACA jr|ij lu|ij5? Aji fS- T"peA5iiAr I') lobA|i b« — 21ca 

SCAIJCiVp COpA 6lft)p. 2Qa AfeAb, AJt ID fCAJl CUAVi cujp- 

jturi fo 3eAr*ib rib Oa c) ijeAc Aqp Acuib do 5U b-^A5A 
rib leACftADD ADAJAjft ID leAcpAioDri- 5*6 be, AH ID 
(obAp, ^cbeApc SeAQC&D — ?1|- njeir&l 1"!DD ID lobAp fto 
he]i a3a)dd, op ijj meirbf le|r bAfCAfe 6a b-piiiseAtD. N) 

pA^AfA ACJp ADD r^i A P15 0[l«]tb, Ap AD lobftp, 00 3" 

b-pASCAp leAC pADD DA A5A]6 j-uc, ^Ab bo p*DDi * SuiD^j 

Ap AD lobAp O 1)AC );U|l AC ScADC&l} luAC ]y Ajl IcATD^A 

uAjb. 5Abuir ID peAp Uac pADD « b\X)j: : — 

Cac pe TDUjpeAC irAlP3I FU|peADt) F*]. 
4)ixic ID lobAp. — 

'CupDt:ui& fDCACCA, epsift cii|peADD( 

5*ipbl6 ACAlll, CAlpill CAI. 

?ll- e ri1 A loAc pADD c6ip, Ap At) peAp caAf, A3Uf d1 
fn\\ iriD liili)3 DSAcb t>o CHippeAb a Ipac pADD co|p pif 

ACC CUfA, A5Ur ACA IftAC pAOD ©Ic ASATD, Ap fe, 5Ab be, 
Ap ■ft) lobup. 

SjAppAjb eolA^c Ap bio6buib, 
3|Ap|;Ab CAiijADD 30 boDD> 

' It ««■ A conunon pr>ctic« amongat Irish poets, even En modeni dmea, tbat 
whensvu' two or moie of them met Ihoy 11111111; teiled each other'g poetical 
pamrB by extempore verso, in thi sune mumei at that duiribed in the texc 
n'o hare bod an abimdance of exuaplee of those poetic triali from the story- 
tellers, which displayed ranch of our national wit, tberepliea generally aavoar- 
ing ol urcaitic hamouT. The language of Ihe» rersea is rather antiquated ; 
Ihev are appannlly enigmalical. and rhapsodiul, the tendency or real meaning 
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Shanchan with his professora went on board the aliip, and 
they left the leper on laad. They proceeded on their voy- 
age over the aea till they came near the rocks of Mann. 
They beheld an individual on the rock, and at the very 
same time they saw the leper in the foremost part of the 
ehip, and he singing the bass Cranan. 

The person who was on the rock above them asked: — 
" Who is in the ship ?" said he. The leper answered him. 
"Shanchan with his bardic company." " If that be so," said 
the man, "I putyounnder peasa (or injunctions) that not 
one of you shaU come on land until you furnish a half etauza 
in reply to this half stanza."' " Recite it," said the leper. 
Shanchan said : — " It is unfortunate for us to have the leper 
among us, for he is regardless what destruction may befall 
ns." " Thou canst not land here, royal professor," said 
the leper, " until a half stanza be produced in reply to hia. 
Eecite youp verse, man," said the leper, " since Shanchan 
has no premium that I would accept irom him." The man 
recited his half stanza as follows : — 
" Every mariner of the sea has a crew under his command :" 

The leper replied : — 

" Snow will fall, lightning will flash, 
The voice of mild Caireall will be loud." 

" That is the correct half stanza," said the man above, 
" and there is not in the ship a person who could give It a 
correct half stanza but thyself; and I have another half 
stanza," quoth he. " Recite it," says the leper. 

" The learned will be severe on opponents ; 
They will excite their anger and increase their toil." 

o( whicb wni only to b« nnJcratoud by the two coiloqiiiits ; anil, therefore, 
■he iTuulBliuii In a greal meuurt u merely conjectural. Ulhar versions HDil 
iHilutioiu of tbeM httU auniu might bf veetured, but ire (car lh»y nould tmit 
to nu MtisfictDiy concliuivni. 



"Dixie |U lo&Aii. 

Sl|l b|IU CA)T15| tT)AIIA ^AD«T)1), 

H*i)U ele AjAnj, aji ye. 5*6 e, «|i |r> lo&A|t. 
9ljx nju lofCftfe Ap mu njeAfCAfej 
2lfi ttju ceArcAb AJt At) Cll|I}t1. 

•Dixie JO lobu|i. — 
21 b*|t)ijliAi5 bo D| ID ceA|tb co|tQf|. 
Jr tijOTt tio cojutl *T* *^ ca|Ul^ 

Ba|QI)1|A|5 fttc bu] SAbAfi 1}-a5aIU6 cu|- ccjiAfA, *5U|- 

b|6 5AC |16 tO-bl|A3A|t) DA bAlI)t)l[A(3, ASUf ID bllAJAJU All| 

a;5 bei)uitj f-Aluiijo, Ajuf aca ce45&uir clojclje Ajce, Ajuf 
AC* cirO| A\ce iriD csAjbuir ri", A5ur *caic cpi picjc 

11JAP3 ADD, Ajur ii0|Di)F|6 ri no pi^n *oocc, Ajur ft"* 

bfeAjiA A IcAC bA|b, A5ur jf^ buf l5i) bA|b ID F^Ab beic] a 
i)-2llbA|D. *5"r "I buiPPiri Af cflit» tiA|bri a bu|&eAcur bo 
be[C, Ap |u lobup, Acc ojiuiur* ! *3"r ^^}^ 1" lobAp uaca 
|A(i riOi *5«r "I peAbAbup jA coijui|t bo cuA]6. CjaJajc- 

riuti) Ar|p 1*11 rii *3"r »<> bACAf» 10 oi5ci no F*pir i" 

n)-bAiDDl|A|;5 po sltffie FpsAj-buil A5ur ppicoltij® c* fDA&u|p 
Aft ij* tnAjiAC, A5ur cue XXX. njAfis tio SbeADC&i>i ^'Suf *^' 
beApc FPir- — ^ ri r° *'*' feuAf beiJiDAC, A SbeA>JcJk|Dj aji 
ri> 'K* 5" b-FA5Ain bo 6iD *!* "-"r' ^S'^r '*"'* ")*D* Focbuic 
b|6 6u|c bo coifc A o-?llb«io A^ay 34U 6d T^aijij Bob 68id *!> 
concur bu]c. 

■CiAJuic ijA luiDS lAft riw. Ajur reoluic r>onjpA cod 
be*CAbAn A D'^lbA|n, Ajuf bu| plcAj ullAtq incAjcrije aj 
mj OllAti) Qlb«D A|> A cjDD ; ^Ao\ 5e6|c, itjAC 'F||i joboc, 
A AiDtD, *5uf fto bACAji ID Ajjci riD AI51 pA t«>3* FtteAf'"')' 

■ It tetm* bf thli tlut the Lad]i<Di>ctora in Ametio, ihc firit ol mtKlua 
timei, |UT« hitd their prolotvpcB In lai'i^Dt Eib. 



no 

The leper replied : — 
" On tbe borders of the rock of the sea of Mann, 
Thou haat made much salt there." 

" That i9 the half stanza," said the man above, " and I 
have another half stanza/' said he. " Recite it," aaya the 
leper. 

" On (or by) my burning, on my mixing. 
On my cutting on the wave." 

The leper replied : — 
" woman-doctor that followest the profitable trade, 
Qreat is tby wearineBS on the wave." 

" That (said the leper) is a Female-Doctor (or DoctoresB)' 
who has been hitherto conversing with you (or carrying on 
a dialogue with you). Every alternate year she is (a prac- 
ticing) female-doctor, and the other year a maker of ealt- 
8he has a stone dwelling place and has a treaaore in that 
hotiae ; she has three score marks iu it, and she will share It 
with you to-night, and will give you the half of it; that shall 
be your provision during your slay in Alban ; and it is not 
her you are to thank," says the leper, ' ' but me." The leper 
then departed from them, and they could not see in what 
direction he went. They afterwards landed and remained 
with the Doctoresa during that night, who gave them the 
choicest entertainment and attendance til! the morrow morn- 
ing. 81)6 gave thirty marks to Shanchau, and said to him : — 
" Thie is your laat largesse, Bhanchan," said she, "till you 
again recover your poetic faculties; and your sojourn in 
Alban would be a state of contempt for you whilst you had 
not the power (of composing) one etanza of yonr poetry." 

They then went on board their ship and sailed on till 
they reached Alban. The chief professor of Alban had a 
feast prepared for them on their arrival ; Mael-Gedhic Mac 
Fir-Qoboc was his name, and they romained with him that 
night; they had the best of entertainment and attendance, 



*S"r FnicotAim ; A5ur *n nn *i3ct ir c*6urAi5i fu«p*ca(i 

a n-91bA]i). C|& CftA jio nfireAC ^lbA]T) o &eir<=[urtc co 
cuAit'C|it)tc, *3uf o a||iceAji CO b|At*CA|i, A^uf bftCAp bl|«>6' 

AID A l)-^lbA|D, AJlir PI puAflACAp pif IJA t^il)* ; «3Ur pA 
COIpfCAC le Set.l)Ci.t) 5AU pir W* CIhJA ft'^AJibAjl, AJUf 

AcbeAjtc 5ut» ii>Aicb leif ceAcc b'ltjiirAise 6nieAi>D. 

95(ir bo 3laqA6 A Ions ^^'^' ^5"r caijcacati jtotnpA a]i 

fUC |t) ttJAJl* jup JAbj-AC CUAl) A l)-3cl) Cl|Acb ', A3ur "JAU 
Ciip^ACAri A C)H AOIJ ri'' *^ COpiJCACAfl Ca]U|I> 1)A0m CUC*. 

2t|AC nj^cAit bo SbeAijcio efe|n Ajup cue ceop* pSj So 
SIkaqc&i}, ASuj- t:|A|r|iu|5|ur fcfeU 6e, Ajuf AcbeAp Se*D- 
c&t) oAc Fn*in f-e t;ir iJ* TfcwA. Of cdjp nOi *P C*iUio, 
6p ir mop ft'ec&ip A5ur bViijbljseAti bo poijuif *p 5bw*ip« ; 
*S"r ^ 3"lS r« 'I'l* S" cuccAf* P63 fw lobup, A5ur 
]0 t;eAbA|p]fp-| cufcb l<) lobup bA cucAir f>d3. N| ^^Acup, 

Ap SeAQC&V- ■t>AlbrA CUCU|r bli Ap Ca|IIiT}, A^ur '^ 
b'«|CCAIJ bUJC A CAbAlpt bAlt). ^A AreAt), A bpAtAlp |t)- 
mAll). ApSfiAl^it), TAbAlpri CftbAjp bAlijrA CUTIJ IJA CilJA 

b"FA5bAil. Oo bep, Ap CaiUjij, Ajuf pA^AC Iac coOuplur 

' Ath'CliaA, or Dublin. Sea Appendix, No. VI. 

' Di'HLL'B. The tolldtrlng interesting ■ccount of Duiloa Goalre, and al the 
olber pliices mentioned, has baen kindly i.*oinnianicat«d by my excellent friend 
lliomu L. Cooke, Esq., the learned autiqiiuy, and Huthor of the Uislory of 
ParsoOBlflwn lad olber works of great merit- To Hr. Cooke also havo I be«i 
indebleil for moch valuable information supplied fur my notes, wtilst I •ris 
engaged with my Edilian of the Annals of the Four Maal4!rB, and hla reneved 
act of kindness on tbe present occasion is justly entitled to my warmest tbinks. 

" I have been familiar with Durtai Guaire and boCAp qa njiAr, or, as the 
people call it, tlotdji leanA|treac qa ruiAri ' tbe road of following the dudiea.' 
It b noH seventeen «r eighteen years since I wrote some transitory papers on 
these plates, in the vicinity o( which I spent many a delightful day. I well 
remember to have seen in the extensive expanse ol lime-sloae the supposed 
icacka of horses, men, and dogs, wliicb composed the cortege led in pursuit by 
Guaire, when St Caiman miracnlously spirited away the king's dinner, disbe* 
and all, for the entertainment at the saint's attendant, who was interred afler- 
wirds near the hermiiage. Hi> burUI place «u called l«j,ct «i) b|crieAb«i5, 




121 

■ and that was the most friendly night's reception they ob- 
tained in Alban. They tr&veraed Alba trotn South to 
North, and from East to West ; and remained there a year, 
but, notwithstanding, they got no tidings about the Tain. 
Bhanchan was troubled at not discovering the history of 
the Tain, and he said that he desired to return to Erin. 
Their ship was cleared out by them, and they came along 
the sea until they entered port at Ath-Cliatk.* Wlien they 
landed there they beheld St. Caillin coming towards them ; 
he was Shanchan's mother's son, and he gave three kisses 
to Sbanchan, and asked him for news, and Shanchan told 
him that he got no account about the Tain. " That is but 
right," said Caillin, " for great is the injustice and trespass 
thou hast committed on Guaire ; and he prayed God that 
thou mightest give a kiss to a leper, and knowest thou the 
leper to whom thou gavest a kiss?" "I do not know," 
Raid Shanchan. " To me thou gavest it," said Caillin," 
" and you were obliged to give it me," Well, then, my 
beloved brother, give me assistance to get the Tain." " I 

I shall," said Caillin. " and will go with thee to Durlus,* 

" Ab to Durhii-Gvairt — There gtands on Ih? soath-eul point of the bsj at 
Gilxay, ■ little village uid seaport called Kinvarra. It U In the baron; ol 
SlltartDB, county ol GiUnaj-, nnd iliocese of Kilnucdnicb, which me iraa 
faund»d by St Colinin (known as Mac Duach from his father Doach). Col- 
Dun naa a neoi relation, 1 believe aecond cousin once removed, to Guidre, who 
was king at that country, and whose name ia yet rDmembered oa tlie perMin- 
Ucatiun of honpitality. Colgan, A. A. S. S., p. 348, gives St. Macduach'a 
pedigree, and atatea that Goaire'a father was named Colman, aoa ot Cobteacb, 
nho was coiuin-gennan of Dusch, father ot St. ColmaD. Abual a quarter dI 
a mile from Kinvarra village, towu-da the east, are the ruina of two caatlM, 
tepaialed from each other by a small arm of tb« aea. One of tbeaa coatles la 
of a aqnare form, vaulted internidly, indicating an erection anterior to the 
Tudor era. It was used as a raililary barrack within living memory. The 
other building is merely a shapeleis ruin, and ilands in a small ialuid. TUa 
(last) is still called Zfuk-CuaiVe .• and if the antiiuary does not admit its toim- 
dation, as In the tlooe and mortar portion, to be aa ancient aa the time ot 
FilheleM, Mfel;- allow that it i>Unda on the lite of that 
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* 1110) I &-FU|l ^uAMHi *3''r "M beiiAm '^t.phi^D tuiiCA|6e 

cbucAiuQ o 5bl|'"J iiJ ScAjl, ofi ir *13I *c* A Fir ciDOuf do 

5ebcA|t |t) t^&|i> 

king's oocc hoapiUble pilace. T!i«re ia at presonl. in my little cullection here, 
>Q anUqne-ahaped bottle, covaed over witb birnicle ahells, which tu lauud 
in ■ lubnurlse vault at cellu' M Dun Guaiic One would be gisd to araocUUi 
tlu« vwhI vitb the generooa cheer ao libe»Uy given to Btruigtri by the ould 
king Guoire. Bat alu ! I leir Ibis would b« dsliiig the manufacture ol the 
bottle too lor bick. The locality ibout Duti Guaire is also known by the ap- 
pdladon Durlm Gnain ; but I suspect Ibiii name was originally givi>n to lAt 
ana imroaading a udi, situate about a quarter of a niile larther lowacda the 
•aft, and bearing the name Tabar Hbic-Duach. 1 know Ituee or four wella 
within a lew miles ot each other in that quarter bearing the same name. My 
leason for ascribing the name Durhu tu the well, latber tban to the place where 
the ruined castle of Dun Qoaire stands Is, becauee Oiifilur is waler-grasB orwater- 
ereea. derived from eAfi, wata, and lur, an herb (vide Thurles in the coimty 
Tipperary) ; and that Dun Guaire being on a very small and high Island sur- 
rounded by the sea, does not seem to have been a locale suited t« the growth 
of that vegetable, while the plashy circuit around the spring-well, would aptly 
serve (or the propagation of an aquatic herb. But Dun GuaiiD and thU faun- 
lain are BO near to each other that possibly both were known as Durlus Guaire ; 
and both of them are at the eaitem tertoination of BolAar-mt-miat, which 
tuns from thence in a south-westerly direction to the cell ol Mae Duach, a dia- 
Lanee of about Ave miles, being the length of road mentioned by Keating- 
The cell of Mac Duach b at the western tennmation of the Bothar-na-mian, 
in front of the frowning precipire known as the Eagle's neat, whiub ia situated 
on the boundary between the paiishea of Oghtmamma and Carron or Came, 
both in the county Clare. This precipice ia also called Kinnallla, a name which 
1 suppose to have been given to it, in consequence of St. Colman'a cell or bed 
being there eratvaled m tkt/arc i^ At root, viz. from cig, a bad ; and aill, a 
great Steep, a iiredpice, rock or ctiS. Hare are the ruins of a very old cy- 
clopean-built church, alio the cell before-mentioned, a rude cubic pile of stonea 
or altar, and a spring-well called, tike others of its brethren waters in this 
neighbourhood, Mac Duach's well. Hard by is likewise the grave of St. Mae 
Duach*s servant, wliich aeenu to have been scooped out of the extensive flat 
rock-formation, in which are the tracks or impressions which seem to have 
been the foundation of the Botbar-na-mios legend. The servant's grave is, or 
some twenty years ago was, called by the peasantry taiujkt Divatmvgit, pro- 
bably from Waec, a grave or funeral pile of stones, and oitneAbAC, a hermJl, 
or person living alone. This grave Lad been sa< rllegiously opened long before 
t saw it. Close to it ittcod anollior rude altar formed of loose rocks, I mu^l 



where Gu&ire rsBidea ; aad we shall get Marran the 

swineherd to come to us from Glen-a-Bcail, for it is he who 
knows how the Tain may be obtained." 

refer j-ou to lie pagea of the Forw FeiiBii !or the story from which Keating 
d«ivas the appdlMfoD Bothar-oa-miu, ' road of the disho,' or, u I hord It 
ckUad bj a Bonuo Catholic ckrgTman, irbo iru ■ good liinh uhular. and li 
luDg dead, Botha' -ioMctJ'acA-na-nuBS, ' the road of fnUoautg the dishea ;' and 
alw at to the goud atid miiaculoiu offieet leUted to have been performed tor 
St. Caiman, aliaa Mac Duach, here b? his cock, his mouac, and his 6y. Dr. 
LanigBD, (Krcl. Uiat.)' chugea Keating in regard to theM Moifea *ith having 
pi<:ked Dp Bome ' prvtUgioiu /abUi concerning thia nint 1 sttongly aiupect 
that Itie term t>acari QA mar DriginaiJy meant the affoT'lBnE or road, before 
the Rotaancer had turned it into the road of the diahei, for n)[Ar aignifiea 
an altar as welt a> a dish. In O'Brien's Dictionar}-, ad verb, bottyi, that 
rifVErend wiiler deacribes Bothar-na-mias as ' a way between DnrTua Onaire in 
the conntj Galwaj? and Hochua's wefl, or St. Uac Duach'ii hertnitage m Bur- 
ren, cuunty Clare.' Dr. L^nigan denies that 3L Blac Duach was called Mocbua, 
and corrects others respecting it. 

" With regard to another place which you seek the lile of. vii. frt^ntor 
A'-agal-M-fiili, it seenu to ms that this was bat annther name for the CeD or 
Bed of St. Mac Dnach, already mentioned by tlie name Einnallia, aa sitoalt 
undo the Raven's neaL It roost be borne in mind, that it wa« to this cell SL 
Colman's prayers miraculonsly transported the suinptuoiu dinner of king 
Guaire from Dnrlus Guaire^ for the gratification of the saint's clerk or attend- 
ant. Hence it might lie denomioated not improperly Aracul or Aragul (c and 
5 bchig commntahle) oa-fede — AflAeul meaning a cell, grottfl, or retired dwell- 
ing ; and F^ila, which sigDidca ho^itality, being sometimes used to express lU 
fiaa itself. Thai Aragal-na-teDe woold mean the C^oflhc ftott, which the 
tell of St. Mac Duach under the Raven's neat, in reality was, auppoaing the 
legend of the diihe*' asportaUon to tie true. This cell yon mun bear in mind 
waa at the waatem end at the Bothar-na-mlae. I do not remember the name (if 
I evor knew U) of the hermit who attended St. Mac Duach hero in the woods 
and (astneasea of Bnrren. 

" GUam-im-K'Hl, or Ihe valley of the shadow. There are various gloomy 
riUeys In that naghbonrhMid. As the lofty precipice over St- Mae Duach'a 
eeO nmi from K.K.E. to S.S.W. the afternoon aim casta a rrrj long shadow 
from it on the valley (Longeaqoe cadnot de montiboa umbras). This might 
account for that vale being caHeil Glen-a-scail ; or, perhapa, some warrior 
named Seal tell there in days ot old. Some remarkable person, I anppose, was 
interred in the Cairn on the nunmtt of Bliete-Came, which give* a name to 
the parish of Carron, and is immediately over the cell of St. Mac Duach." 



C)43A|c bAeijcAeib -i, C*|ll|i) A^ur ScaijcJuj Juija 

e|lOtl)6Alrb CU Tl&OJACAIl CO "Dupllif Alt"" I "I"''*! S^AIfh 

A5ur cue r^itj po[c bo CaiU|ij Ajiif P<>3 ^'« ^ SljSAp- 
cap, A5ur po peAji F&)lce coitceAijo puiriP clfeiji o fjij 
AtijAc; Ajuf po FiAiiF«i5 fcel* oo Sbe*ic4t), A3Uf 60 
IDTJif SeAt}c&T) bo i)AC Fu*ip frir da 'Cawa o bo ^ACA|b 
einui). Cuipic j*p Fjr Ap csAiju 2t)ljApbiii) 5U SlcAtjO I» 
ScAjl. Caiijic 2t)ApbAi) cucA CO <Duplur, A3U|- bo FlAJi- 
pAifefeAC be cjA &o )tjiJirFeA6 6o|b ]d T^i|u. ^cbeApc 

^ApbAI) tJAcb HOlBj A m-beAcbAl6 A t)-ftjJHPtJ, AJUf tJAC 

piiAip bif ijeAcI) ek> F^AbpAb |t) C&iu o'ltjoiri *^c agij 
tj-bu|0| QAnjA, Cujc ID c-Aeo t)-bu|Dl, Ap SfiAijciD- T^Ap- 
3iir W)«c I?o(6, Ap ^«.\\hi.v ; oip ir Afce buj pif SDinjpAjS 
b-peAp D-6)peADD A3iir UIa6 pop Ca]!), A3ur *!> a 6A)5]ij 
F&(i) cucaS \t) T^ijij. CiDPUf bo ^eDAnjpe ? Ap ri*c. 2lc- 
beApc 9t)ApbAi> ppju peArA asuj- ceAcrA bo cup co DAeiflwib 
6ipeAi)ij, A3iir A tT)-bpe|c leo cu I131 T^iP3urA, A3ur cpor- 
ca6 cpi Ia A5ur cpi D-oi3ce bo feeDArij ppinu Co|ti)&e nitj 
T^ijeApJur bo cup cucAb'iDtJin'J^*''* ^*' CuAjlsoe bo|bl]. 
T^e|c b|D C*|U|D poiTtje, Ajup cue leir ijAciiij 6|peAijD co 
<Duplur, Ajur bACAp OI3C1 ADO no ac pIcasusaS, A3ur 
c|A5A|C Aft DA rijApAc CO l|3i T^ipJufA, A3ar bo bACAp oc 
eACApJuije Jofu CpjOfb uid T^ljeApJur bo cup dncA ft'jDD- 
iriD nA T^Ada bO|b. 

Ca|dic bfi) T^CApSuf cucA, A3Hr bo b'A|l b6 }i) 'Cajij 
blDlirO "A ffiAfAfb 661b, A5ur V] cuaIacap a beA3 
uaSa do 3up cuipi-PAc DA f\i\6} \]f:, Ajur liJiJin"^ ^O]^ 10 
T^&ID pof) D'lOOur dd; A3ur ire bo fcp(ob ua&a bl ■'■ 
CjapadCIuad*; Asufir^l^c iDporcpjob Ijl popreicbeD* 
bU|6pe. B*l T^eATtJuf oc iDOino )0 fceoil do 3u cA^pDIc 
' LeA&ari i]A l)U|iitie. The ari^nal maniuciipt of tbia name wu writun 
nader (he lupeiinleadence of St. Klu-iti. Abbol of ClonmBcnolse, at we may 
infer (rom Ibe text. The lume of Ibe iDsiiiucrit>t aif^nifies Ihs " Book ot the 
Brown Cow," from hiving been wiillen it neemi on the velluia manafsdured 
from the bide of some reniMrkable brown cnir. Thia Boob w» traiucrlbed 
iain ■ )ii>auai,'rip[ compiled ia the twilftli century by Maolmuire, 1 letined 



They proceeded with one accord, namely, Cuillin and 
Bhanchan with hia great bardic company, until they ar- 
rived at Durlus, where Guaire was. He gave a kiss to 
CaiUin and another kiss to Shanchan, and he gave a gen- 
eral welcome to the bardic body altogether. He asked newa 
of Sbanchan, and Shanchan told him that he had got no 
account of the Tain since he had lefl him. They then sent an 
invitation to Marvan at GIen-a-8cail. Marvan came to them 
to Durlus, and they asked him who could relate to them 
(the story of) the Tain. Marvan told them that there waa 
not living in Erin, nor was there among the dead any who 
could relate the Tciw but one person only. " Who is that in- 
dividual person ?" asked Shanchan, "Fergus Mac Boy," 
replied Marvan, " for it was he had a knowledge of the 
exploits of the men of Erin and of Uladh (Ulster) in the 
Tain, as it waa from his own pupil (Cuchulain) the Tain 
(or Cattle Prey) waa carried off. "How are we to act?" 
said they. Marvan told them to send invitations and 
messages to the saints of Erin, and to bring them with 
them to the tomb of Fergus, and to fast three days and 
three nights to the Godhead (or Holy Trinity), that He may 
eend Fei^s to narrate unto them the (story of) Tain-bo- 
Cuailgne (or the Cottle raid of Cooley). CaUlin went forth 
and brought the saints of Erin to Durlus, where they feasted 
a night. They went on the morrow to the tomb of 

[' Fergus, and they supplicated Jesus Christ to send them 

[ Fergus to narrate the Tain nnto them. 

Fergus came to them, and be was about relating the 
Tain to them standing up, but they would hear none of it 
until they had him seated, and in that position be narrated 
the Tain to them. Riaran of Cluan (Macnoise) was he who 
wrote it from him ; and the place in which he wrote it waa 
on the hide of the Jluidhre} Fergus was narrating the 

L Kribe of tilt Alibej of ClonmacnoiM. The Utter is qaaled by the O'Clerji 
B th«ir Book o( Invisioni. «■ ona of their tpthorities for thmt work. Ii ii 



ID reel PA 6eo|5 6|, asuj- zk}z irj") ItSI ceAOij* iA|»Am ; 
A5ur bo i}|AC pA OAejii] acIai)3| bu|6| bo "DIjia Ap a i}-|<>^| 
a'pA^bAil ua6a jnjoij cejfb &o cbu^OO]!^ SeAijciij Ofipo cpe 
cuii)AccA|b i)oeiT7 &|peADt> *5"r c]te ceACAfc 2QAtibA|i). 

)X |Ab r^* lonjofiA DA i)oe|ti) cADCA&A|t aijd ; — Colutif 
c|Ue njAc )-e|&l)ii) > CA|lL|t) qAonjcA A^uf ClAtt^Ltj CIuada; 
*5T r^iu CiApAD S*i3ne; 'pitibeD CIuada b)r»*II**'; T^ltJ- 
&eD 3^u]5e B|lo; Scaijac idac 5*1^10; Bpet)*iiJD B]|tli*; 
*5T BpeDAiDD itjAC 1-ioodIos*> *5"r cHdca&a|i norrjpA 
50 "DiiiilAr 5uAi|ie ; Ajuf bA&Att A5 pleAbujA^ «5 5ii*ipe 
50 ceADD z]i] li A5ur ceofiA ij-o|6co ; Ajuf abd flD b'ltJ- 
ci5 ^A]tbivD 50 ^IftADij Aij S3A1I, A3ur bo CUAjb D* DAOlri) 
riD u]Ie bo CUR) A D~1c»JAbA)b beAnii5A j:6\n- 

?l5iir bo CUAI& SeAt)c&ci r^AB vile coija cieiji coija peinj- 

(UJA AJUf COIJA V>l|IieAI)I) AJJl CUA1[tC ollAtnOACCA 50 Cp'tOC- 

n|b 2^utQADi "ST CU5 SsADc&p n)6|be A^ur ScaUu^a bo 
2Q))Aiib&B A3«r "*• "* i)AOTi)A|b jieAiniii[ce ri" "|l^ "ac 
rlUpeAb AOD boo ■Cpoinb&irb aod miAij A))t Deoc ir aij 
eotDAi; 6 X]i) AiDAC 30 bituivne ad b|iA|c A5nf ad beACA. 
Coda i riD )n)ceACC da T^poitjb4|ri)e 50 Dui3e riij- 

asnr Aijoir ir n5i*u piw cioDrsoujA a^i ad Vi.\D aiduiI 



■Im quoted in the Annala of the Four Mailers at A.D. 266, ud at A.D. 14T0, 
the following entry occurs: — "The castle of Sligo was taken by O'DooneU 
from DodbI, (he son of Owen O'Connor, alter besieging it far a considerable 
time, and O'Donnell received his oun (erms o( payment on that occasion anil 
triinite tax from North Connaught It vu on Ihii expedition be receired the 
LecAhar Gearr (Short Book) and Lealiar-Ha-BuiiiAri ; also the chairs of Donol 
Oge, wtuch had been cariied westward in the time of John, eon of Conor, son 
of Bugh, son of Donal Oge O'DonnelL" Doctor O'Donovan stitea of this 
mannicripl, in a note, thil " it was compiled at Clonmacnois in tlie twelfth 
centar)', and IraiiKribed by Haolmulre, the son of Ceileaehair, the grandson 
of Conn-na-mbocbt. a dUtingniabed scribe of Clonnucooii. A oonsidcrable 
fragment of this manuscript, in the handwriting of Haolinuire, is Ktill pre- 
■erved, and Is now depoaited in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy. It 
le la the handwriting of Sighralgh OTuir- 
n tbs book was in the poiHSKion of Donnell. son of 




P»tory until the story came to ita termination, after wliicli 
he returned to the same tomb. Tlie saiots offered ap 
thanksgiving to God for their petition being granted regard- 
ing the queation that Bhanchan proposed to them, through 
the powers of the sainta of Erin and through the instructions 
of Marvan, 

The following were the samte who went thither: — Co- 
lumbkille the son of Feilim ; the hoi; Caillin (or St. Caillin) ; 
Kiaraji of Olonmacnoiee ; Eiaran senior of Saigir ; Finnen 
of Clonard ; Finnen of Moville ; Seanach son of Gaitin ; 
Brcnnan of Birr; and Brennan son of Finnlogha. They 
proceeded to Durlua of Guaire, and they feasted with Guaire 
for three days and three nights. Then Marvan departed 
for Glen-a-Sg&il, and all those saints went to their own holy 
(or consecrated) places. 

Shanchan the aged poet, with his profeBSora, attendants, 
and household, proceeded on a professional visitation to the 
territories of Munster ; and Shanchan made a tow and pro- 
mise to Marvan and to all the fore-mentioned saints, that 
none of the great bardic Institution should seek for a wish 
from any person in the world, from thenceforth unto the 
day of judgment and the termination of life (literally to the 
womb of Judgment and of life). 

I So for for the Proceedings of the great bardic Institution. 
It is now our purpose to treat of the Tain, the undertak- 
ing of which originated with a curtain conversation that 
Uoftngh, aon of Donnell, aoa ol Teisc, Bon o[ BrUn, mh oI Andrew, toa ol 
Brinn LaighneBch, aon ol Turlogh Mar O'CoDor ; and the other ia ■ more 
modem h»nd, st»lhig that the two books refored to were recovered by O'Don- 
nell. after they bad been io Ifae poBBaaioa ol the O'Cunori ol Sli^ during the 
reigni of ten >iicce«ive lordi of Cubnry." The Book of the Brown Cow ii 
eoiuidered & very vduabte muuKiiiit, md contains, amongit other inteiettini; 
tnatters on Irish history and antiquities, a very curioiu account of the eems- 
terles and aepulchres of the pagan kings of Ireland, and alio a copy of Tam- 
io-Cuailffitr, direrlly IrsnMrlbed from the original cmnpoeltion of the sixth or 






> In the Book of Mac Cuthy Biigh. or u it ii □ihemiia c»Ued tbs Book ' 
ol Liunore, the lut pige of our text u putiill)' abUterat«l, and we have been 
therelore obliged to use that of the more modern oopy (or lbi« portion of the 
work. We at the ume time give the fragmentuy vernon u follows froin our 
originiJ MS., with breaks vhere the worde could not be deciphered ; and we 
have also Inserted in btacketa aome words and phiasea which uem to be ap- 
parent from the context : — 

.... cAijcacAp jwatptL Aijq in d|jje rin oe flsAIJu^ 

«5Dr Oyivcis martbAQ aji ija lifAitAC 5U ^leAttv 11 T^aiI - ■ . . . cuc» 
Cinriini) iTd ZAi'i 60 ... . TUcbA munA AijaD m CTiont^tni .... 
»o bopin) re ofi(iA. a ouBpAbAii aij cuotijOAii] ju ijijaFanajr- Caiijjc V)*ti- 
bAQ .... idfiuin Ajuf T10 l)ti]C|feali CA|n bo CuA|l5qe bo ... , 
CnonjBAIli) AO BAIf »5Ur A . . . . lAt> fll- IS AHt) fll T""! WAtlftAfl 

loir . . (11) cfionjnAiii)) 5U 5leAi)tJ f fCAl' Ajur cue fIcas lijoiicAir) Botb 
Ajur bo cb ■ ■ ^ 1AC CO ceuia (cfi] Ia A3ur cm i]0|6ce) saq eAT&A|6 b|6 

QA bije ijA oAUiiun .... srjAnbAg A bner^ r^io ortt>A Aiiiuit . . . 

bo beApAni unjofio Ap flAC Ca , , , iiAoii) einoAijij jair rri AP *•)*!»- 

bflij, cucfAc . , . . nn "0. a ri btiere bejtiinjn ofia[b Ap (ajAivbAii) 

. . . ujle Bo Bui ijA cnie bucljur* (Feiij Ajuf) 00 beic ado , ... . 

CA CtlJClj bUctjUfA Ap Af lUC'l A5"r fj PAlbf 10 CpOnftAIB 

. . . . (o fOiD anjAc) A Tjemvfl- F. T. N. 1. C 

It may be gleaned [rom the f oiegoiag Btatemcnt that Marvan came to Durlua, 
where they related to him the alary of Taia-bo-Cuulgae ; that he removed tbe 
RpeU or injanction lie bad impoaed on them, by which meana they roaomed 
tbdr Eacultiea of composing veraes, and were no longer obliged to atay only 
one nigbt at a place. Then it aeenu that he invited tbem all, barde, aainta, 
and nobility, lo Glen-a-Scail, where he teaatcd them during three days and 
three nighta with at least plenty of bread and pork and ale, the ptodnce of one 
grain of tbe twenty-seven-eared wheat, and of the hoga that were never for- 
towed. It alio appeora that Marvan compelled them to pledge their word, 
which was to be inviolable through the guarantee of the assembled gainla, thai 
they would disperse, and that every one of them woidd return to his native 
tcaidencB and dwell there; and then we are led lo understand that the congre- 
gated bardic Institution became dissolved and abolished from that time forth 
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happened between OilioU More and Meave (King and Queen 
of Oonnanght about tlie commeEcenient of the Christian 
era).* 



BSD OP THie. 

Ihe cut wilh *11 oui M3S., scoording to the views Bod nolioiw of ihe t»tioiH 
icribea. The cop)' in tba Book oF Blac Cartliy EUjli does not end by aW tine-- 
" It is no* our pnrposa to treat of tha Tain," &c., nor Ik there a copy of tha 
Tam L-ontiUned iD thit M3. 

In ■ laige coUection ol Irish MSS., the property of Cbirle* O'Neill, Eaq,, 
BaniBUr-U-Law, is another copy of the Tain, writlen aboat forty yeara ago 
from ■ very old MS. The preface or idtrodaclion to that copy consists of oiu 
page, and 1* mo-ely a brief Biunmar]' of Ihe Vork non printed in this volnme. 
The prefade suiea thai the place of (AndiUg) (he Tain waa the Tomb nf Fergus 
Uac Roy, who was buried in Moy A! (in the county Raacommoit). The time 
was thai of Dennot Hac Ccrbailf, raunarcb of Ireland. The person who ra- 
laled the slorj was Fergua. The account of Shonchan and his barda going 
to Gnaire, as wall as Harvan'a vengeance on the bardie body for thaii nn- 
wirranUbte demands, are briofly akelcbed ; and at the cnndoslon It states that 
Shancban was the person who wrote it In a parctimeUt Book. Here again onr 
authors are at variance. Our M83., however, seldom differ on points of hia- 
lory, but (hey trequonlly do so in worda and phrases, which b rather advan- 
tageous (ban otherwise to the Iriah Bcbolar, tor whenever a passage may became 
obacore or difficult to him, a second or a third «ipy of tBe aarrte Wort will 
render It intelligible by a different reading, and thus one version may answer 
as a gloss or explanation lo the other. Of(en the omission by the scribe of ■ 
alngle letter hi a word will render (he meaning of a whole sentence doubtful 
and difficult to be onderatood. Therefore the greater number of copies (h0 
Irish scholar will have access to, the better be will be enabled to underataod 
Ihelr conlenli. These are the principal aids he can have in clucidnllng anlt- 
ignaled passages, and making himself master of the language of our most ancient 
Irish manuscripts. 

The two best copies, and, *a believe, (ha oldest eXtanl ol this curious and 
very [nleresting work. tb« Tam-bo-Cvailgne, are those In tha Libraries of the 
Royal Irish Academy and of Trinity College, Dublin , one contained in Leabhar^ 
na Huidhre, a M3. of the twelfth century; and Ihe other in the Book of 
Ldnsler, a MS. of abont the same age. As this work baa been annouftced fof 
publicalion by the Oaslanic Society, it will be moat desirable to collate tbest 
two ancient copies with tha more modem one procnred by the Sodety, betott 
(he translation in(o English shall be finally determined upon by the tr>n4atnr> 



Uijud in an ancient nuuiusoript in Scotland, bu been extraded froD 
Bepoit of tii« Conuoiltee al tbe IligUand Sodety of Scotland. Edinbnr^ fl 
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" Aeconnt of the principal maniiBcripts now in the 



of tlie Hlgli- 



r. Donald S 

" The oldest mantuccipl in the possesaion of the Society appearg to be one 
ol the iBt« Uajoi John M'Lachlan's ol Kilbride, uritlen on vellum, and 
marked VoL A. Ho. I. This manuscript is supposed to have he^i writlen in 
the eighth century by an entry in iho msigin, in which la given the name 
Huitciuao, beUeved lo haro been Muredachns, the piiur ol lono, recorded by 
Colgan under the year 777. 

" The manuacripti oi which it has been thus attempted to delcrmiQe the age, 
(hy ita octbograpby, &c.) coniista of > poem moral and Feligiona, some short 
historical Uiectlotes, > mtical cxpoiitioo of the Tain, an Irish Ule, which was 
composed in the time of Diarmad son of Ceaival, who toigned over Deland 
from the yen &U to 566 ; and the Tain itself, which claims respect, aa ex- 
ceeding, in point of antiquity, every production of any other vemsculu' 
tongne in Europe. 

" On lie first page of the 'Veilnni, which was originally left blank, Ihera are 
genealo^ea of the families of Argyll and Mac Lead, in the Gaelic bundwritjiig 
oi the sixteenth ctmtury (in the Iriah character, no dunbt), before or after the 
middle of which they were written, aa appears from the former ending with 
Archibald, who succeeded to the earldom of Argyll in 1642, and died hi 1688. 
And it ia probable that otir manuscript came about this period into the poa- 
session of the Mac Lachlons of Kilbride, as a Ferquhard, son of Ferqntiard 
Mac Lachlan, was Bishop of the Isles, and had lona or I Colum Kilte in com- 
mendunlrom l&30tol644; from which time, almost nearly to the present, 
they and the Mac Lachlona of Kilchoan, their relations, have been distin- 
guished for lasle and learning. 

" The Critical Expoaition prefixed to the Taui, g^vea a brief account of it 
in Ihe technical terms of the Scots' literature of the remote sge m which it 
waa written. ' Ceathardha connagnr in each eolatbuin is cuincda don taair^i 
(oUeujorl) na Tana. Loc di cedumua lighe Fercusa mWc Roich ait in rou 
hntlmacht four macb Nai Tempos umorro (aucem) Diarmula mhic Cernallt 
in rigno Ibeirnia. Pearaa umorro Fergusa mhic Boich air is e rou tirchan do 
na hecaih ar chenn. A tucdd scriulnt ^a ndeacbai Seanchan Tohrpda (Cop. 
p«rc) cona. m. ri ecces (cOi| « cm CAeea jiig ecjur) ... do saigho 
Guiire rig Condacht !' 

" That is — The four thing! which are requisite to be known in erery regular 
Gompoaition are to be noticed in this work of Ihe Tain. The FtAcn of Its 
origin is the atone of Fergus son of Roich, where he wsi buried on the plain 
of Kai. The time of it, besides, is that in which Diarmnd son of CcrisQ' 
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rngned over Irdiind. The itmioB, loo, is Fergn* xm or Boich ; (or lie il 
«u that prompled It lorthwitli to the burda. The caiwk of writing iC WM ■ 
TJst which Shenuihan Torbils with thtM chief birds mad« to Guaire king of 
Connaoht." 

[The foregoing extract corulitutfa neuly [hi one-fouTth of the Expoaition 
prefixed to tlu copy of the Tain in ihe poamwrionof Churlc* OTTdll, Esq. already 
dluded to.] 

" The inhjen and character of thii Tain-Un-CnaOgne a concisely and Justly 
gxpresaed by Roderic O'Flaberly, ' Fa-giuins Rogias mIo pariter ao eolio 
Ulloalie exitrminatiu, in Coimactiam ad Ollilum et Uaudam ibidem regnantes 
proluglt ; qoibaa patrociBantitnu, memorabile eiursit belium septannale inter 
Conoactioe oC Ultonioa mulcia poeticia figmentie, nt ea ferebat etas, adomstum. 
HnJDi tielli circiur medium, oclenDio ante caput rrm ChriatisuB, Hauda re^na 
Coonactis, Fergusio Bogio duclore, immensam bourn prcdam conspleuia Hgen* 
tinm et insectaotium virtntibu* memorabilem, e CnBlgnio in agro Loathiano 
reportavit.' [See llely'B Translation, Vol. II., p. 154.] 

" It appears from the words, ' Ut ea feiebiit ntaa,' that OTtaherly oonaidfred 
the tale of the Tain aa a cnmpoaition of the aga to which it reUtea: so that 
Ihe Critical Exposition prefixed to this ancient copy must hare escaped tlia 
diligent and saccessful search that he made for nutariala (o his Ogygia. And 
aa he was the friond and papil of the family of Mac Firbis, the most learned 
and inldligent ol tlia proteated Antiifuarians of Ireland, there is reason to tie- 
lievo that the Exposition in question, was not only written, bnt composed in 
Scotland, and that it was either unknown to the Irbh Antiquaries, or over- 
looked by them. 

" Be that a< it may. it sets forth that Sheonachan. with the three chief 
barda (thrice fifty chief batdi) and those In their retinue, being called upon 
for the history of the Tim^bAo, or cattle spoil of Cuailgne, when they were 
taking their departure from the Court of Guaire, acknowledged th«msdi>C4 
Ignorant of it. That they mode ihdr grand rounds of Ireland and of Scot- 
land in quest of it, but to no purpose. Thai Eimin and Mulrchearlach, two 
of thdr number, repaired at length to lbs grave of Fergus sun of Ruleb, who, 
being invoked, appeared at the end of three daj-s in awful majesty, ond recited 
the Tain (ram bsglnaing to end. as it is detailed in the twelve Reimsgeaia, or 
Portions, of which it Is made ap." [The part ol tbo last lenience relating to 
Eimin and Uuircheartacb is quite new to ua.] 

''The historical inecdotss begin with Ihat which is engraved on Plate It. 
herewith presented, and relates to Ouian the son of Fingal, whom it represents 
as showing an indinaUon in early life, to Indulge in solitude his natoral pto- 
pensity to meditation and song. It is to be read as (ullows :" — 

" Pint nao baoiscne a cuinchadh a mhie elhon Oisen Paoi Oisrti pliadhin 
con ItM ai himlbui puoi coud o1ig«H« mucmhaich fiie alhuir Fsunraib Fint 
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iaromh an dldhiuph rator pui Oben alee flnne muicd tamb luilh snM Fial 
Tou uerlt leacbt dk Oiutu Oinn a alroib Imbeart ine nadhcu (on chedcnr la 
ana aapeut Pint ro badb paod dan oclaocb comracc IrU in fear liadh Canoitll 
opladhach Utomh Oaea dioau | Con uadli Udli ei a ecidli Q Con || Con." 

" That ii — " Fingal, of the familj of Baoiacnc, mnting big boh. to wit 
Ossian. Ossiin vaa ■ yeai without an; notice being had concerning him. 
until a boar-bnnler infonUEd his father. Upon which Fingal repaired to the 
desert, where OsMan was flaying a boat at the time ol bis getting there. 
Fingal sent him a mesaenger. ObbIbd instantly took bis arms, acd prepared 
for an armed reaiaCance. It was then that Fingal said it was hazaxdona for 
the lad (o engage with the gray-haired hero. Upon which Ossian sung the 
piece dioHU.'' Note — " What follows dkau seems to have been the burden ut 
the song which Ossian song on the above occasion." 

The fac-tiniiU from the manuscript given in the Plate consists at six linea 
closely wtitten, Is much contracted, and the chatscters are small and similar 
in form to those in oar ancient and modern Irish maiioscripts. The word tor 
OaaUn in the original is oir> with a borizonUl strolte over the r. which maj 
be read Oisen or Oisln, but cerlainly not Ossian. The ward for Fingal is Five. 
The letter c in the end substituted for b (c and a are commutabtb letters), ia 
freqnently written after 1 far anothei i), when rj requires to be doubled, and 
the monosyllable therefore may be read Finn. Aa for the second syllable gal 
In Fingal there is no aathority for it wtiaCsoevcr io the/oc-nnufe of the nunu- 




No. I. 

Tut HauxMij StatUaj of the OMuinle Society hiving lutdy dijcoverod * 
poem in his collection ol Irish HalinscTipU nhicb rela(«i to the O'Roarkfs, he 
recomnunda ita insertion in tlie Appendix, ti tn addaidum to the Dole on 
Brefaey »t page 9. Mr. O'Dalj sUteg that "It hu been copied from u 
Irish mroiiMTfpl belonging to Mr. Edw*rd Hayes of the Aostrmlitn Colonlim- 
(ion Bank, Melboorne, who Itlndly lent it (or Ui»t purpose. The raanu«cript 
bore no date, and »ffords no due W the writer. We do not remember to hiTB 
seen ututher copy ol Ihia poem, which it is to be regretted hu been rendered 
obscure in sevnal pisssges by illllerite scribes, bnt yet it is belUr lo preserre 
it with all iu imperfeclionB.' The poem is an Elegy on tlie death of Hagh 
O'RoorliB, Lord or Prince of Brefney in the siiteenth century. The author's 
name u not given, having only been represented by the terra Slopf>u(Oe, a 
word not to be found in our Dictionaries, but wliich appears lo signify an 
nrrial poet or (airy, that Is to say, an impalpable or tinsubstantial rhymer, 
not easily approicliable. It cannot be determined who this Hugh O'Bourke 
was, but we aub)Dln the following two extracts from the Annals of the Foul 
Masters, recording the deaths of two chiefs of this family o[ the same Christian 
name, who lived at tliat period, and whose pedigrees correspond with the ODB 
given in this poem. 

A.D. l&6t. " O'RoorliB (Hugli GoUda, son ol Brian Ballagh, son of Owen^, 
was nuiicionily and malignantly slain by his own people, at Leitrim, hi 
Muiotir-Eoluis (the Lordship of the Mac Rannalls) ; after which the whole 
country closed round Brian, the son of Brian O'Rourke ; and it was rumoured 
that it was (or him this trescheroas misdeed was committed, thongh he had no 
(persona!) share in perpetrating IL Hugh Boy, the son of Brian, son of 
Owen O'Rourlte, another brother, who was j-ounger than Hugh, but oldra tlian 
Brian, called himself O'Rourke by the influence of O'NeilL" 

A.D. l&Gfl. "0'RDUrkB(Hugh Buy, the son ol Brian Ballagh) w" slain by 
the Connalliins (the O'Donnells and others of Donegal), at BalliDtog.her (in 
the barony of Tirerrill, county Sligo), in order that the son of the daughter ol 
Manus O'DonnoU, namely, Brian, the son of Brian, son of Owen~(0'ttourke). 
might enjoy the lordship of Brefney." 

It was at first intended to give the original poem without tranolitiuti, but 
apprehending that there may be some of the Members of our Society not yet 
sufficiently loarai>d in our noble language, we have deemed it a considetala 
duty to accompany it with an En^^ish version. Aecompanying it are ■ lew 
short notes explanatory ol the names of persons and pUces meatiMwd therein. 



CUjBeaSDt) 304)1)3 U) RUajHC. 



[Ceifc At) 66*6 flor'T*"!'*^ ATJuro TIT *f cur-] 

CttdAEi i At) siiuAjrur] *|i Cb^"*culItD ^be***^* ? 

CrtfiAb e A!7 ij-uaUjuc Ab cuaU A5 CAlUeAIJD f 
C)ieACl CU5 r^WUAb po &ftUACA)b CcAtbn* ? 
N6 b-FU|l cu*|6 f6 itjiipAib ftAtnuA ? 

CpftAb bejp Uij-ijeAc Iuca^ii UauwcacP 
C)AiqAitt, cuini-e*c, Fii|leAc, faoijIaj; 
CiifeAb Bein Cijo6bA aij piojbiioj AmjiA, 
35 r|le Oedft 5AC l6 co bAmS*?* ^ 

Do C|rt) Cole r* fOfs Af D-&eAfi3A& 
O 6&01 5A0 code 'r* "^fP *1* re*t>3*'' : 
'S bo cju dAccbA bl&)C-5«Al, be4t)ij-3l*ri 
35 tt)|lleA& A bliicA le r&ile reAijbAiii. 

3r bi'mrAO au dj6 ho cjiu njai) AOjro, 
Rjojpoiic HA tijoj A3 b|obA& ai> beAlbA j 
^5 soli *3 CAOi, V*5 bjoccur* t»*6ti46. 
'S «5 cuipre CO fjop, CO fijiorijAc, fAii>lA. 

I Ci'oa^ian, in the count; BouomniDn, was the roy*! rewd«nc« of OUioU uld 
MeavK, king and qaeen of CoiuuLDgbt, about Ibe beginning □! the ChrUUui 

■ ruillan, now Tulloim tn the counlf Heath, between Eells and Nivun. 
where gunea and sports were institnted by Lui, a Dedsnan uhief. in honnor ot 
Taillteau, the queen of tbe lut king ol the Firbolga. by whom Lul bad been 

■ Kmania, neu AraMgh. where stoci ttie sfileBdid palace of the kings nt 
Uladh till the fouith eentiuy ol the Chititlan era. See Dole on OirgUJL 



AN ELEGY FOB HUGH O'ROURKE. 



THE ENQIHRT OF THE FIRST SIORRUIDE (CELE8TUL OB AERIAL 
POET) AS FOLLOWS. 

What gloom is this that has come on CroaghaE of Meava?' 
What is the wail that has been beard at Taillten 7' 
What has brought darknesB over the heights of Tara ? 
Or why does it shroud the walls of Emania.' 

What renders Usnagh* faint and woeful, 
In sadness, in sorrow, bleeding and helpless. 
What makea Knowth' the great royal palace 
To shed tears each day in deep affliction. 



I behold Colt and her eyes are reddened 

By continual weeping, and her frame is wasting, 

And 1 behold Tlachtda* of white flowers and green hills 

Disfiguring his bloom by long continaed briny tears. 

Woful is the affair I behold at this time. 

The royal seat of kings declining in appearance, 

They are lamenting, weeping and banishing sportiveness, 

And in grief so endless, so distressing. 

• Vikivigk, now Umiigh bill, in tbe pnriib of KUlue. county W«tineath, 
whens, according to Kuting, thc.firil nwred Itre wu kindled in Iroland by itn 
arcb Diiiid. 

' Kiuialk, Ci)05t>j>, derived fiom Cijpc, a liUl, and bUA. tliB wife o( a To«lh 
De Duian chief, wha wu bnhed there, and bame CoosbA, or lh« Hill of Boa. 
— Book of Diiueaiekia 

• TIachtda, now the HiL of Ward Dear Athbo; in the eoonlj' Mealh, OD 
which nuf be aeen Ibe remaini of a large andeol fortieai. On the tail day 
of Oetoba in every year droidic fir» were lighted by night at thii place lo 
■t>tieaae the dcdllea. 



2) 5-ce6l CO Ifeip if r^in re^P^Soipc ; 
Nj b*|l leS cu4ipc, cluAiij, u!i ceAl5A, 



Nl p*jbe fijAri) aij cjAijr* a5 lft&r)tbit|i?, 

*D|OfCAb I^A pjOJ CO S-C] 41J C-AIJfO ! 



BAbA|t o CbA|i7 nje)Db|iAr TVe«OAn)t}Ac, 
)rlAiceArnu|l, AobbA, iDAOttbA, Ti}eAb)iAc ; 
3eADAmu|l] 3Aorii>*t*j SOJomAC, jpeADttjAH, 
Luii^ueAc, ceolcAC, cedlti>A)i, cA|t>reA6. 

CopAC, CUACAC, tJUAIJAC, 9bAp^^l)».C, 



tio'N c-sjORRU)'De T:^)eas. 

Hj ^SAbAji, mopuAji, rtjAji buAi6tteA6tQ(^Ai)nm|T), 
Nft njni) *b 1*6 *ptr ^j3ce BAijbA ; 
4lo cuA]6 6'6a5, hjo IfeAi) ! A lobpA, 
Neoc bo b^ led qa ouA6-ctt!i6 ftja&mA ! 

<)0 i[0CFA6 Apjr A b-pir)b AIT}|tA, 

43ii*5-cup *3 rojoib bo 6plS a ij-Ai)ur*cc ; 
*Sa S'<^^*r''**'l *'*' "'1*'' * 0-c*|[te. 
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They take no delight in the strings of tKe melodious harp, 
Music is entirely unpleasant and distastefiil to them ; 
They like not yiaits, complimenta, or blandishments, 
Facetious aayinge, poems, or dancing. 

They have no conversations, no mirth, no childrens' playa. 
No sports in the world, no games or kindliness ; 
This state of things has never happened before, 
Till this very time in the mansions of our kings. 

They had been from old times noble-minded, magnanimous. 

Generous, prudent, efficient, facetious, 

Amiable, courteous, deeds-doing, affable. 

Jovial, harmonious, musical, conversable, [pUshed, 

Liberal of cups and goblets, they were poetic and accom- 

FuU of merriment afler the fashion of the ancients. 



[The meuiing of the two flrat slaouu ol tha (ollowfng poem i> vety eb- 
■cure, OHiDg, perhaps, to the came uaigned by the Hannriry Secretuy, 
lumel}', lh*I the origiosl vaa tampered vith by wme over-leuned acrilw, 
Tbete in ■ dlscomiectioD of the aubject, uid probably same lines have been 
omilted. It U therefore impoanibh^ to reDiiet it iiiloll)f{ibIe by cilbei a literal 
tv liberal traiiBlatiaa.] 

I know not, alas '. unless it be a confusion of mind. 

Or otherwise that the kings of Banba (Ireland), 

Have perished, my grief 1 by distempers. 

One who was with them is in renewed affliction f 

They appear once more In gloomy visions. 

They are made to be sad because they were beloved. 

And they are taunted on account of their weakness. 
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a flOppUlC* A DlAfl 6 SniAoferloS 'DeAlblJA, 

Jr ceApc boc b«6l 'nr ""OC ^ot bA|t)tiF)or ; 

)d* 3-C4JICAP, 1)6 A 5-CUAr, 1)6 A I)-UA?i)A]6 CAlrT)U|l), 

•Do l)0|leA6 cu jijAri) t)0 a o-biAttjAjji cA|[i3e? 

2li) cAn DAc Ifeijt bujc A i)-jDt)re Slilsir, 

'Sa n)-B|t*i)Ap fubjAc, foilBlpi fcAiJSbftAir i 

'Sa LoO&OIO ftjOJ&A, 1)A m)OI7pOT>C rDAptDAJp, 

•Do 6ul b'eA3 b'6ir A 3-ceAl5cA ! 

0]ji 1)1 1)6 &)beAp AD CTt6(t)FeAn duupccAC, 

Nil ftiH6Att)6i3 n)6|i6A, njeAtjAmnAc, 

Nil OllAtt) T-obl* ch66a, cAlrtjAC, 

Na T^uacaI CeAcrrijAfi c(t|Ac i)a FA|p3e. 

Ni T^fejliri) peACcri)A|i b* CAr-upuA a ft-ce«iT)i)cA, 1 

to. 6»>ca6 }^ei6[eAC Saccac A||i3ceAc ; 

N& RofA ftuAb uA|b)teAc aUca, 

H* Jujoioe tDoji Ai) leejAi) ijeAiij-CA|f. 

Nft ^O^A NuA&AC CUACAC CA|)ipceAC, 

Hi 6i05A() lot)i), Cot)t), ij6 CAnibfte; 
Na 2t)AC aipc AoiDFin AD P13 r*ll3e 
Na 3iiiob AT) cor3*II' Rof* pS'l'seAc. 



I Dealbhita or Drti 



e Dulvi 



were several places of this name, bnt the prin- 
U«re in WeBtmeslli, uid Delvin Use Coghlan in King'ij 






uin. The first ol thess Bsenu to t» a miBlake for /ou 
Ea^a, one of the ancient names of Iretand, and the Mcond probably was in- 
lendRl for .SreoCotn, Britain. 

' Bi^er and Bertmon. aona of Hilidh, who were tlie two fast kings ot Ire- 
land of the Milesian raca. Ollm Fodlii, the grsat Ldw^iver and Honarch of 
treland abont aeran oenturieB before the ChriatiaD crn. Ttut/A<U TeadiUnar, 
ToBlhal tlic Acceptable or Welcome, who had been an exile in Alba or Scot- 
lanrl, from whence he retnrnert. He reigned monarch of Ireland thirtj jaars, 
and was slain A.D. 106, according to the Foot Maalera. 






in theAnnaliii 



Ilia. 



\D. 110 
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Keep sileDt tby mouth, Ibou art not qualllied to apeak. 
Thou Wefltero poet of tha Bunny mansion of Relvln,' 
Deficient ia thy knowledge and great is thy i^onmce : 
Was it in & prison, a cave, or a den in the earth, 
That thou haat ever been reared, or in a dark cleft of a rock ? 

Since thou knowest nut that in the isle of AU^as* 
And in cheerful, happy, proaperous Branan, 
And in regal London of marble palaces, 
Many died after having been treacherously deceived ! 

For it is not Eber, the mighty and powerful hero, 
Or the mognanimouB and high-epirited Eremon, 
Or OUav Fola, the brave, the conrageona. 
Or Tuathal Teachtmar the lord of the sea.* 

Or Felim Reachtmar, the battle-chief ia the time of danger, 
Or Eohy Felagh, the slayer and subduer, 
Or Rosaa Roe, the proud, the furious. 
Or Hngony More, the fearless lion.' 

Or Mogha Nuadhat of the goblets and chariots, 

Or Eogan the powerful, Conn or Carbry, 

Or iCormac) Mac Art Aenfear, the ingenious king, 

Or thegriflinofhavoc Bosaa Failge (or Roaaaofthe Rings.)* 

£uAji Feilfack reined moiurch of Ireland twelve yetn immediitely befcue Ihv 
C'briiitiBii cTH. Boua Ruadk (or the red-balred) ft prince at Ldiuler, iru the 
lather of OiliaU Hon, king ol Contiaiight. S«e nols I /h^osm (cit ratbet 
Dgiine) ifon. noiuirch of Irdind, iru slun A.H. 4606. 

> Hfogha \itoAat, othuwue caDed Eoghan Hot or Owen the Great, king of 
Huniter in the second centmy, who compeUed the monarch Conn to }.ldd hfan 
the sovertdgnty of the sonthem half of Ireland, which from thenceforth was 
ilenotabiated l««c 9)o^ or Hogha'a Half, whilst the noctheni portEon wan 
deaignaled Ifldc Canti oi Conn'a Half. This partition of the kingdoin wu 
defined by ■ bonndarj whicli ran from Dublin to Oalway, coniiating of ■ chain 
uf gravel hUla called Eitgir Kiada, the word Giagir rignif.viog a line of hills or 
noiintains, and Riada Mems to be (he name nt a pemin. Ciirbiy, monarch ol 
Ireland, who fought Ibe Fiani in the battle u( Gaura. He was the sua <il Iho 
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Nil 2^u)peA64c 6|AU, N|Alt ijA 'peAfijuf, 
M& 2Qu)tcA& FjaII, i)a 6ii]at) i]a BorturijA ^ 
•Dijcj r^AbAC u& Sftij peAfiftA, 

Nft l>eAC bA CfllAC Aft IAEA 6AI5A. 

No bo 3Ab pije cpjce CeAjitinj*, 
Cljuc &u uAiiiri 3I">*I''5 r 3I>e*0CA; 
l^ocuji) bpoiij 'r cIaocIS D-beAl&A ; 
•Do rcAcc pjo^potic njju muije 2t)eA6bA. 

2lcc 2I06 0'BuA|ttc C0617AC ijA CeAfcA, 
pl&ll ?i)AC B|iTA)ij, iiJiArj tjA nfA[5&eATj, 
2Qac 2I08 o]5, mic 3o& 3aU6a, 
BeAijJ&ij ciirtjpA bo lubjojic p'eApsijA. 

^P 5^*3 ^^' A^ipbe 1 nj-bajt ija bA&U, 
Ba CArtjl^D 2lob A|i Aij ^|o6bA pAilrqej 
Ba *p3ca IjoDCA 6ii b-F|ijeAtt)ijA, 
Jr be c|3 bpotj, leotj, V n^eAttbAl. 

OftjA* ir Ocl) 1 OA n)-bii03 3AU be«p")*t). 
21u AoiupeA]! C03CA jie coOl* ceApccAl; 
3tj AOiijpeArt co3rA le r;t*<'rnA6 a n)-bA|m)f|, 

?Id AOin^eAft COCrt)A|pC b& mUf3lAt> A njAlljIOJfS. 

good king Cormac, who WBS the aon of .<r/ Afnfinr, or Ait the SoliUrj- iioHo 
Fni/^HS, kiDg o[ I«inat<!T, wob one of the aant a( Caheer More, monortb ia tbs 
■econd century. He was the snceBtor of th« O'Cuonoie of Hy Failgo or OSily, 
■ UtriloTj vhlch comprined ■Imont the whole of the King's count;, wilh some 
ndjoining patU of Kildare and Queen'a coanly. 

I MiHndach. Probably the king of Coniuughtin the seventh century, who 
WHS the uiceator of the Siol Muiiedaigh, namely the O'Connors and othen of 
ItoicotamoD. A'inff, ei-idently of the HosUgea, mDnarrb ia the fourth century. 
ftiyw— probably Fergoi Rogy, a prince of Ulster, one of (he principal gen- 
erals of (he Connaught force* in the Tain-bo -Cuailgre. JfmrAo — There were 
several kings and chiefs of this name, but perhaps he was the son of Brian 
Bormnhi, ninnarcb of Ireland and the ancestor o[ the O'Briens. DaM wa* 
king of ConnHQght, snd the lait psgan monarch ol Itfland in the lifth ccnitury. 
He was killed by lightning at the fool of the Alp-. 
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Or Muiredacli tlie veliement, Niall or Ferg^B,' 
Or Murcha the generous or Brian of the Tribntes, 
Dathi of jewels or the manly S^n, [£a1ga> 

Or any of those princes that ruled over the territories of 

Or that assumed the sovereignty of the land^of Ceannna,' 
That has caused just now this gloom and sorrow, 
This aource of grief, this disGgurement of persona, 
In the seven regal seats of the fine plains of Meava. 

No ; but it is Hugh O'Rourke, the Lord of Teafha, 
The generous son of firian, the admired of the maidens, 
Son of Hugh Oge, son of Hugh Gallda, 
The splendid scion of the garden of Feargna.' 

He was similar to the highest branch on the top of the . 

apple-tree, 
Hugh might be compared to Uie trunk of the palm-tree, 
(Or) to the primest and fullest fruit of the vine, 
He is the cause of our sorrow, woe and misfortune. 

He is the source of sighs and moans to the mansions that 

cannot forget him. 
The solely elected to the couch of sleep ; 
He woa solely selected as the first to taste of their banquets, 
He was received with soft looks as the chosen man to arrange 

marriageB. 

* CsomvHt, the twcnly -eighth king of Ireland of ihe Milc4Un line, who kept 
hia court M Uuii-Cc>rnin>, on the Old Head of Einule in Ihe touthcm eitr«- 
taity at Uaiata. aflemBrdB called Dun-Uhic Pidrig. In the territories of Ihe 
Cixirciea. 

■ f'targna. A prinw of Ulidii of Ihii nunc Is recorded In the Annala ■■ 
A.D. 5SI, bat what connuion he Alght have had with the ORoorke taniil)- 
doe> nnl ajipear. Tbt Lurd of Taafha or Teffia most b« «□ error of the acribe. 
as Ihe O'Ronrkei had nothing in do with ihal lenitory ; ll wa> Ihe Lorthhip 
■f the Foicra in Wealmeath and l.nnglnri. 



P ■ Aodb or Hugh, the ton of Aii 

I to A.D. 579. He slew Ftsrgiu son 

V the bmltlu ol Bcalach-feidha in C 

I baltle In A.D. 679, and wu dnin 



2lt) AO|i}FeA|i iu|l jie rciu|i*6 a ceAnncAcc, 
3d AOinpe*!* Fl*'^ P^ I*!*!* * fJ-2A3D*6 ; 

^D AOjiTpeAft cop5A|)t fte |:ortrt<^^ A i>A)n)t>eA6. 

Hj) AoiDpcAU rjce Si D-bjoeAi) Aip Aiji)-r'''*cc, 
B 5-C&A6 C11A& njAti ci 3AU Aurtjum j 
?1 5-c6f|ia dim * W"51'*'5 F^ cAlibuiu, 
2I06 0'RuAi)tc cpuA6 i7« u-Ain»iie. 

?lo6 njAC B|tiA|T) SPiotT) 1JA 03Ajtb cpoAr. 
H06 njAC cpiAc tjA w-jaVsac ; 

3o6 TQAC BflfAlP bA &|AQ Ayt A]imA, 

9o& 60 ted6A|6, bo bfi^ofb, 'ySo n)A|i&Ab ! 
5ac a »-ceA5n)A 65 a Djlefi bi tjAitbft^, 

Ntop ctu 210& Ap 3oioti) 'rAii» *ini>Stb ; 

2I06 tfjAjt Aij ao6 rt> *cc 2io& IBAC ainnjipe. 
No 2I0& jpiobSA pioJtijAC T^fiApSOA. 

flp CAC IjorifrA josnjup A|5eApcAC, 
)r fe *"> SDIoiij CO FpAOC&A FCAp6A, 
21 u-6eoi5 bjo&bA CO r*ocpAc, rAtJDCAC, 
•Dob' 6 A Aic^iu fIa|c 't)t)«D "DeAljAt). 

No AIJ CAO OO bib DA CApbA» fCApfiA, 

No Naiti iTSApctttAp Ap e-ceAcc Af 3lbA ; 
No CoqaU CeApDAc lA|rt) a 0Apnj3A|l, 
N6 l^ep&|A A D-5I1A6 D*p cAjlse. 



A.D, G94. 



B. wiamgDHTcb uC Irdand from A.D. 5B8 
ellin in revenge ol liu father ; he gained 
, Fought A.lt. bTi : he gained anather 
le battle of Uun-bolg, fonght in Leiniirr 



^tinal conTeiuently lum who Hugh li 
king of UUclu in the eixlb cealury nau 






son of Feargna 
1 Feargna, »n of 



chief of Ilun-Dealgaiiui 



I4i{ 

The chief man in knowle<Ige to adminisler tlieir ancient laws. 
The most hospitable man in entertaining the litetati, 
He wae chief warrior in defending the cantreds, 
The most victorioua man in overwhelming their foes. 

The most willing to make peace, to preserve them from 

oppression. 
Their hundred-fold anguish that he has ceased to live ; 
In a wooden coffin their beloved is laid in the earth, 
Hugh O'Rourke, the lamented of the youthful maidens, 

Hugh the son of Brian was as a griffin in severe conflicts, 
Hugh the eon of the chief of champions ; 
Hugh the son of Brian was a protection to armies, 
Hugh that caused havock, sickness and slaughter I 

In all the deeds he achieved in conflicts with his foea 
There was not a Hugh in exploits and victories, 
A Hugh like thia Hugh but Hugh the son of Ainmiro* 
Or the warrior Hugh the royal son of Feargna. 

Mounted on a sleek high-spirited steed 

His deeds were fierce and heroic, 

In pursuit of the foe actively and eagerly 

Be was the regeneration of tlie chief of Dun-Dealgan,' 

When he rode in hia slaughtering chariot, 
Or of Tfaise the powerful on hid return from Alba, 
Or of Conall Ceamach the hand of victorious arms, 
Or of Ferdia who in combata waa not vindictive.* 

Branch knigbu ol Ulster M the CDmmcni-omiiiit of the Chriatum era. Hl^ wu 
the chief duinpion ol the eouiC of Emuiia, and leader of the Clsler Sotcvt 
riding In his war cbiulot In the Tain-bo-CuaUgne nar. 

* Nalse was one of the three sons of Danagh, whoM hUtury and death are 
given in the TranMctiona i>l the Gaelic Society, Dnblin, ISOtt. Conall Cear- 
aaeh, oi Conall the Victorioua, wu a outcmporai]- ol Cui'hulaln, and also one 
of the Bad Branch kidg^ of UltttEr. On hia return iritb a prey from Con- 
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M6 Coi7|tAf )-A0| iJA u-t>o|lb cteac 
Ho 0|l|ll pjoijij Aij biQD-FeAn bin-c*f ; 
No LujAjb littjA bob' *6bA CAlmAcc, 
No Soil iJ* ijsIac *o a&fi) Of bAibfiA. 

No CodUoc CAOtb rjA ij-bl«o|ce b-pAurj 1*t;, 
No 'ij pUc Ofcun cpobAC ctieAliijAc, 
Nfl T^iotji) ijA b-)=|Aij AOiijiniAi) ailBe, 
No SUf t)A 1)36*1 Utij leAij&i] SbA|6be. 

■pUAlU ?lo6 AIJ C-r*0| 3AIJ AIDbplOf, 

Stlcjionj fijo^SA A r]o6b|io5 r*|Dbe ; 

'S puAip A njuitiioT) * b-Fiotjij-ljof "DAilbe, 

'S A5 2loD3ur O5 6'd n7-B*|0 o-4i)FAi6. 

naught be ou porauect and overtakeD by the Conncian forces, irho alcv bint 
■t ■ ford in Brelney, vr1iii.'li wu named from him Bful-atha-CDnBltl, or the 
paw ford of Conidl, Dow known as Ballycomiell in Itie baronj of Tullighaw. 
county Cavan. Fcrdia wu a DonmoQian chsmpion of Connaught, who foaghl 
Cacbolain in ningle combat io the war of the Tain. Fecdia was tbe ittoagut 
and braver of the two warriors, but was treacherouidy slain by Cucbutain by 
the aid of Ms cbarioleer, nbo was a more powerful nun than Ferdia's attendant, 
u dG«cribe<l in the story of tbe Tain. The place where ibey fought waa at a 
ford on B liver, and wu named from him Alh-Ferdio or tbe ford dI Ferdia, 
wliich iias been anglielacd Atherdee and Ardee, now a town in the barony and 
county of Louth. Cuchulatn iay ill a long lime of the wonnda inflicted on 
him b}' Fardia in that comlMt, tbe description ol which ie very curious. 

■ Conrai or Coiigb, aon of Dahv, whose history is given by Keating, 
wherein it ia slated that he bad (he power of transforming himself into another 
shape by magic. He was treaclierously slain by Cuchulain in his own fortrexa, 
situate near the summit of Slleve Mis, between Tralee and EHngle, In the county 
of Kerry, still called Cithair ConraL This waa an ancient fort ol Cyclopean 
masonry whose ruina are yet exlanl. 

A very Interesting account of this ancient fortress bos been published in So. 
30, of the ULiter Journal of Archiealogy by my valued friend John Windele, of 
Blair'a Caatle, Cork. Oilioll Finn was monarch of Ireland some abort lime before 
the Christian eta. Laghaidb Lamha appears to have been Lughaidh Lagha, 
who ii recorded in the Annals, at A.D. 22G, aa a warrior. Goll Mac Homa, or 
ibr ton of Mama, waa general of tbe Fenian 'orcM of Connanghl in tbe third 
c«nlury. He wn> 111? braveal cbampion of all the Flans, and whenever 1 
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I Or of Conrai, the master of magic feats, [liair, 

Or of Oilioll Finn, the melodious hero with the ringleted 
Or of Lughaidh Lamha of wondrooa bravery, 

[ Or of Goll of the arms, the chief of chieflains.' 

L Or of Conlaoch the mild, with the fine-haired treBsea, 
\ Or of Oacnr, the hero of conflicta and military arms, 

Or of Finn of the Fiana, the only beloved of Ailve, 
Or of Gias of the fair hauda, the huaband of Sabia.' 



Hugh the chief without lack of knowledge. 
Got royal nurture in a delightful fairy palace ;* 
I He received hia military arms in the fair fortresa of Dailve, 
And resided with Angus Oge at the etormy (or ruffled) 
Boyne. 

IB bwt ot tba Kana to Ao^e combat, Goll 



□igbta, bnl invu-lnbly in \he end 
1 Bulxliiing hi« oppoaeat, lu we 



1 lOTftding hno chillenged tl 
|Mna gaurall}' sclci^d by PIdd to • 
ware carried on during uven difs and nc 
the superior proweaa of Goll would Buccwd in 
■re informed b; our Fenian legend*. 

1 Conlioch wu SOD of Cuchulaio bj a GrnJui princeu named Aita. Sm 

•n accDont of this hero In Eeatlng'a Ireland, Qaliday'a Edition, p. 395, 

Ac., and also In tOsa Brooke's Reliques of Iriih Poeliy. Although Cuchullin 

n hit !i7th jear, according to the Annalist Tlgemach, yet It would seein 

bia son Conlaoch waa old enough lo contend with him In irma — at least 

k ,t)j a poetical license. Oscnr wsa the son of Oiain, who fell in ths battle of 

L (See i-ol. 1. of our Traniactiane). Finn was Generalluimo or Eing of the 

n fotcea ; and Ailbhe or Ailve, his wife, was the daughter of Cormac, 

rch of Ireland. See vol. 111., Trsnuclions, p. 300, &c. Glas wu the 

husband of SAAb nr Sabia, the dKughlar of Qi^l O;. See a cnrions and 

Bting piece entilled C6|iu)Se«e ShaiiiSo fnjfon COjiin Oij, p. 2. F» 

', rf an SjCU nitwit b6»oiHj51)l*r ntiCiouCljeAnnabeftnp**. 

* The last word in the second line (.r'^lnbe) may be the name of a place or 
I ptrsnn. Saabh was a King of Connaught who is mentioned in the Annals at 
I A-D' SS< and by poetic license tbe Gen. might be made Sainbhe. In all our 
lo not find the name Railbhe, which eytdently was that nf soma 
in which the falrloi bad an invisible palace. Aongns Oge. or Itia 

10 
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?l 3-cnoc m-Bui&b, tja « 5-c|tuit)D lior Ch*!>'tj*')i 

aj 2t)io&*ii I)* 5-clo6 'ruA it?-brt*c D-OeAlb'SUij ; 

21 3-C|rce I)* iJiOfcA i-leAiwAiD-jeAl 

'S A3 2t)At)Atjivtj CAOp) A o-&Ainu]t) AbUii. 

■Do puAJp «pir A l]0li)6A AIT AlsAib, 
21 njCAfS t)A ru*3 b* fUAciJA UbgiA, 
&a6oi}, Cujl S|5itt CO njiMf bUf ca)!)".' 
Mo Cato bu|6 pi curijpA CAiiJ3tje. 

No 2ln)b|t6r ijA reAjiii]6i) ♦lOjll'' 
tJo fij!i6n) f6 rpj n)]i)-ffiut SeA^fA ; 

SuAr 'r fiott c|i|b 'r caprij*. 

^A)tlA bi. bpjj rf 6'2l«S AiJ CA|Dinjn* 

Neoc 00 l|l be File A5ur peAllrAri), 
TCa b-puAip n)A|t oij6|ii C0|i6)D lAbftAil; 
2lV cpfe l]A bSLf *CA 3*1) AiijpAr, 
1^0 epic 'F*il 3iprA 'r 5neAi)t)CAi) I 

B* 5AI? blcAcc rjAi) CAC Ap coillce, 
5ac id&S 3ai; pac, 3ai> ip, 3At) ApbAp ; 

&ArbAb CpUAC F& bpuACA BcApbA, 

5ab pfeAp Ap piAr3, 3AD lArs «p Aiboib. 



youthful, icB! anolher name for Manannan Mac IJr afler ha deceasr. He wan 
■ tnetchanl, and one a( the Brst oavigatars ot (he veil of Europe, act^ordin^ lo 
Cannae'9 Glosaary. " He wu a famed Carthaginian merchant, who made Ibe 
Isle of Mann hia great depot : hia Teal name is ubacured in the glare of mehanlnl 
tuA/abubHu ibiry diSuud around it, and he is called by the tale writpta of 
old SriAriAnaq, n)Ac Im, S^be i)a ectiuac, ' the man of Mann, the aon of the 
Sea, the Genius of the HeaiUands.' ~ See Tranaucdona of the Gaelic Sodely. 
Hia death waa bat a change of exialenee lo the leilnm of faery. He wa» 
ever a great friend lo the Flana, whom he often aided in their diflicuUiea. H« 
had MTeiBl places of abode nil orci Ireland. ADoIher name of his wu 
Oirbsetm, and from this loe Oipbnv or Lough Corrib in the coimly Galwiy 
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With (he (chief of) Knockavoe, or at the round fort of Car- 
man, 
With Midir of cloths and well-Bhaped garmentH, 
In the Treasury of the manaions of white smooth BtoneB, 
And with Mananan the mild at the delightful EmaDia.< 

Again he received his polish in the noble arts 
Amongst the learned men of the most erudite speech, 
Namely, Tuil Sigir," of aweeHoned language, 
Or Cato, who apoke in accordance with rules, 

I Or Amhrose of the angelic sermons. 
He swam thrice the smooth waters (or river) of Seaghaa,' 
Up and down, through it and acroaa it. 
On that account Hugh acquired this (famous) name. 

He acquired the titles of poet and philosopher. 
By which ho gained the honour of a crown of laurel ; 
I It is on account of bia death, without a doubt, 
rThat the land of Fail (Ireland) is wailing and li 



ting. 



The kine give no milk, the woods yield no fruit, 
The fields are unproductive, untilled, without com ; 
I There ia a lack of stacks along the (river) Barrow, 
■There is no grass in meads nor lish in the rivere. 

Knack- Bmdlibi, B mlebrilei] fairf bin our Strabana, wliich nliti 
le Ironi BudhLh the Bed, a cbief of the Daoana. Carmm ia the 
le of Wsxlord. Uidliir or Hiilir. unu nf the four Bona nl Ihe Dagrio 
E,«( the De Danami. The great Drnidical remains at BMl-athn-Mial 
I Cwk. are named from him. 

' Cuil SlSIP, qasM, Mannu Tuiliui CIcito. 

» StaijkaU, which make* Seafhwi in Ihe Gen., waa Ihe name at Ih. 
nwnntaliu on the hordcra of RoMiimman Rnri Sligo. At Ihp eut rnd 
Longh Kay, into und unt ol which flu» Kvenl riveri, among oiha* 
or the Boyle Riv^r. 
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5*n cuifttT), 3AIJ cefll, 3*n I617. 3*1 le*T)rjc*. 
5«iJ cuipt)!), 3*1) fll, 5*0 peSil iji rAllii)*tic, 
5ai) cuiiie*6 b'^63)iA6 uinj ceACC 13* S*ii)W*. 
2lrj ceAC|iA 6ul b'&A3 cjife Tt)6*b a D-AijtjrmAcc. 

Sspe&bJAl ijA D-fiAi) 'r e|ti>3e i:ADt)tAir, 
'OeAlb PA b-piiAC «5 buAjSfiCAii bAnncjiACC, 
■paAlii) 'r rio^SAl 3*oice JAIpbe, 
2I5 rtjeAj-SA ij* b-coi)u V''* '""S K^'o ^-F*n'5** 

S6|be CTjeAcc* ijo fcAcA r*ij rAnjpA, 
St)Ble ce|ue da 3-ctiiciij6 'i*t)A fplAijijcA, 
as cjAct; Ap tnitte 'r*^ buile jie c&ijioi^, 
Oi) SPIA1? CftucAC 5A0 fiujcpe 5&0 BeAU)tft. 

'Sad c-6Ar54 b|te*c-5eAl d] FAjcceAjt da cApb*c, 
2tf ip&Abu^A6 bp6|D b'pip ija BAijbA ; 
^^Aicntt **03P* 'I* tD-bo3Aii TD-bftlbfA, 
Cuipib b&{b A 5-CI06 DA meAi^cDAD- 

3*c beApc, 5AC SDloii), 'rjAC nji&D D-Amp*, 
4)b* TtAibe 2o6 co r|Op aj leADfD"!'' > 
Ba 63> in|ADii]b futse Of leAbfiAib, 
^5 SO|b riADfA A|- otAoi-ceAfc njeAnjApuitD. 

Ba 6& nr|ADA|b ):ao|& |-eAi]iUA, 
2lu ce6l 3AO|61ac, 'fa pif ija jAll-poipc ; 
Ba tdiad b'O'RuApc buADCA feAijcAir, 
Bbe|c 6& Iua6 pe fUAb 3A1} peApbAf. 

' SafaAaiu, Genitive SOmAiiii. ■ Draidlcal f eatlvnl whiuh took place on the e\ 
of November or Hallowe'en, nhen a Dre was regularly kindled called the fli 
of peace fj*m ^eioe). The fires which are kindled in man}- parta of Scollan 



There are no Teasts. do music, no proTisione, no ales, 
No goblets, no drinking, no meat, no fat beef. 

No general inviLatiouB on the coming tfeslival) of Sanjliuin.' 
The cattle are dying tbrougb the intenaeneas of grief. 

The screeching of birds and the snbdued cries. 
The appearance of spectres which alarm the females, 
The moaning and roaring of the stormy winds, 
Which toss the wares and the ships at sea. 

The falling of snow and freezing in summer, 
Flashes of lightning, forked and sheeted ; 
Shoot wOdly and madly with thimder, 
The sun is deformed and yields no heat or light. 

And the bright-faced moon is not seen in her chariot. 
Which increases the grief of the people of Banba (Ireland) ; 
Sorrowful contemplations are Ihoae deaf and dumb sights, 
On the minds they are imprinted. 

Every noble underlaking, act and resolution, 

Hugh pursued with even perseverance ; 

It was amongst Ids pleaaures to ponder over books, 

Abstracting agreeable knowledge i'rom obstruse manuscripts. 

Among his delights were melndiouB songs, 
Irish mosic, and then lively foreign tunes ; 
The O'Bourke took delight in historic poems, 
To be recited by a sweet-toned bard.' 

> £ao] msuis ■ petNm eminenl or diitiiiKDiahed in any line, M r^a) C|ubit)6 
QA D-5*o|AeAl, the mwt pioiu of tbe Irisb ; rAr>1 feATjcA^ dsur rlTl liAQA, 
a mm Isarned in hiabiry uid pare pottry i fAO] ciiiilTBaSiM, an experienced 
(.w illatiogai«hed) general (i.e., hsad or khan of an «fniy) ; raoi lo IiSaUiSaiii 
bl rsAiJcur, r n-eair Asur hi Iei51<"in, ■ man eminent in Ihe arU of hittorj', 
pvetry lod lileiatart. Saai, tn 111 more utbuic lorni of ^'n^, hat hnn founil 
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'S e 6& ol «i* cuACft A))t5|b; 

Jtjft Bpoj CAOti) Ap l| *0 rijApnjoiii. 

Ba 6& rb)AO t)AO|D« bAi&b)ie, 

■Do Clip lie buAb r"*r * r*i''^i'^*r; 

Ba 6a b&AfAib e]t>e CApitoocc, 

'S lOAo]!) Oo 6&|l Ajt ttjtjjLib Y A)p leAr)bA|b. 

Cetera desunt, 

ancient Ogtiam Insi-iiplisn diacovered in Uie cij^t a[ a Ralh at RaA a 
: or Bumfort, nesr Moume Abbey in the vicinity of Mallciw in the 
I of Cork. Fur tbe inter pretation of this inicriplion, as rendered by 
e Rev Malheir Uorgsn, the venersUe P.P. of Blarney, the Editor doea 
I urse, h Id him elf io any nay responsible, and offuB no opinion opoB 
b Ijeet will be found, by those intereal«d In BUch subjects, fully dli- 
n tb T an a t lu of tbe Kilkenny Archsologicsl Society for ISGl, 
•E t cont b t d b (he E«v. Dr. Cbarlea Gravel of Dublin, and Jobu 
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Amongst his delights was the wine of France, 

Which he drank out of goblets of silver, 

In his handsome palace which seemed as of marble. 

It was his delight to bestow on the poor 

Cattle, to enable them to become wealthy ; 

It was among his customs to clothe the indigent, 

And to distribute goods amongst women tod children. 

Cetera desunt. 

Windele of Cork. The condiuion derivable from it particularly exhibits the 
necessity of caution in dealing with inscriptions like these, whose antique, 
if not obsolete, dialect is rendered still more diflicnlt by the probable practice 
of abbreviation, and the use of initial letters for syllabic purposes. If we 
might accept Mr. Horgan's reading, the word Stuffe, equivalent to Saoi, is 
cognate with the Latin aagax, the Scandinavian tagOf and the 'RF'fl^^f^ tage, and 
is found in the compound term tag-otrt^ a priest. 



EO SOSA OB YEW TREE OF ROSS. 

Eu-Bom. (ir the yew Iree of Rous, ladfn-ribed Id O'Flibecly'i Ogygia. Vol, 
11., pp. S07, 208, u tollowi:— 

" On the birth da/ of Conn d( the hondced battlOB (In the wcoiid ccstury) 
many phenumena happened. Lngad O'Clery, in his civil dispute with Teige 
Mdc Otire, qnothig the anthority a[ Ame Fineiu, ht> axhibited thew wea- 
diei» in the following lin«s : — 

" Do Cljoni) 11 "llfSe a iijioi6ejri), 
a coni'-om «IP cpfoc i)3aoi*oaI ; 
Ciirs pfijorini6|ti 50 pone Cejibpa, 
Oo tfiioc 0|iice A 5eii)e4Ti)nj. 

'S Ji] OT*ce eCAb^A (lo clof, 
Uim bojne 'ij* pFAiBcroe 'ij c-|oijii)jr > 
Tr Lfejip ChonMin tfl rciti Snot, 
1r oa tgc uni Loc Hbacac. 

CnAofi OA|t]n, tr CitAoh snusnA. 

1r CpAob UirilS eouAf cunj»iA ; 

b|io CDitcAin, Co Kdta, 
Fnioc TAU o]6co ceaoijA ro-" 
" To Cona'e great fame fot ever tet me lelJ 
Uia obligationi on green Erin'a clime : 
Five spacious roadi to Temor'i royal seit 
Were lint discovered on hia lamed blrth-nighb 

On th« Biune nigbl, aa old tradition tclla, 

GurM (orth the Boyne, that copious ucied flood, 

Ah did the bason of the tliree great itreams (Suir, Kore and Barroir,) 

Ani! two lakes more, tieside Lough-Keagh ao famed. 

And Dathin's brancti, and Hugbna's aaiired bough. 

And Uieneach'B tree of copioua rich produce. 

The (junic of Torton, and the Tew of Ross, 

Weie on this lught first known to rise in air." 
" Then tieea fiourlahed in the highest bloom among the other trees ol Ire- 
land, and their fall Is described aft«r thismanuei by writers in the social reign 
of the sons of Aidh Slaine, in the year of Chriat 666. Eo Rosaa was the yew 
tree, and full to the east of Drurabar. Croobh-Dalhin, the aih, giving ita 
name to i country in Westmealh, and by its fall loKarde the wuth of Carn- 
OL'htaii-bile, killed Ibc poet Dflltiin l,(|uery, liruid or priest ol the tre«). Eo- 
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Kagv*, tbc oak, (ell oD Ihr piniii Moy-Ailbe (dpu old Lclgbliu, Co. Coiluw), 
tg Ihe south, tmrards Calrtlie-crslDn-beadhii. Bile-Tortnn, the uh, (ell to 
tbcnorth-weat, IowbHh CiU-IiwbUir-lhirc: and Cnobh-Uunigh, sn aah tree 
Id Weatmeath, fell to tbu Durtb towuds Grenard tn Carhrv, in the toanly of 
Longford." 

Wv may infer fram the puss)^ in the text thnl the yen and the holly were 
piobabl]' the only two trees of Ihr cvergteeo class that were known in Ireland 
at Ihe Lime of writing this work. And we ore informed by Dalian's poem, 
given herenrter, that the shield of Hugh, king of Oir^alJ, was made of the 
wood of Ed-ftiiii, or the ye* tree ol Hosb, which is here allnded to, and that 
it wa* Eohy the Druid that made the shield. It appears then that the Eo Rosa 
waa a sacred tree at which the Dmidg performed their re1i)tlOD9 ceremonies, 
■nd this otdnion i» in a great measuro itiengthened by another pasaage In 
Dalian's poem, riz., that " Tolgne was the Druidk priest of CVonn Greme" or 
the Tree dedicated to Grian, who seems to have been a prineesa of some cele- 
brity, as several places in Ireland are eaiil to hare derived IheSi names from 
her ; for inalanoe. Lough Greino in the pariah of Feakle, county Clare, so cde- 
brated by t>Iiiait tI)Ae^dAnm>]A, or Bryan Merryoian's pnem of Camc At) 
iheobAn o\6ie, b believed to have received its name from the cirFUmslanco uf 
Ibis lady having been dronned in that lake according to the Book of Leacan. 
Now the question arises whether tliii lady Grian, who might have been a sun- 
wonhippcr, got her name from Grian, the snn, or that the great luminary itielf, 
which in known by no other name in triah lo the present day, derived its ap- 
pdlalion of Grian from this princess. There are many places and districts in 
Ireland named Grioai and Griamans, and have been so caUed undoubtedly from 
being sunny places, or ptacte favoured by the sun. 

Wc also glean from Dalian's poem that the shield of IIaf[h waa elastic, that 
it bore a high polish reflecting a glare of light, that the wood was durable, that 
the tree from which it was made bore berriea, and that the wood In its pollshud 
(tale was of varioas colours, which, as well as being a religions tree, along with 
other peciiliarllita closely correspond with the following description of Ihe yew 
in our own titnw ; — " The yew tree beeomea ronnd-headod when It has at- 
tained lis utmost growth, and incipient deca.v in its topmost branches marks 
the period wUoi it has passed maturity, a condition It truquently doea not 
arrive at before several centuries have been numbered. Numerous newly 
botizontai branches spring from within a very ihort distance ol the gronnd ; 
these annually elongate, and at length cover with their umbrageous apray a 
large apace of ground. The trunk and larger branches are covoed with a thin 
bark of a rich reddish hrowu colour. The lowers are solitary, aotnep^ brown, 
and others green. The fruit when ripe consists of a scarlet berry, very tweet 
to the taale. The yew is tndigenons tn tlie British isles, growing naturally In 
varinus parts of ItDglalKl, Ireland, and Scotland, and particularly aflecllng 
lotby and mounuinoua wooded districts, advaacing to as high a range as 



twelve hundred leet. It u arldoiii found i^owini; la Urge n 
but Diuilly aotiWry oi inletaiiagied wltb other Irtiea. Tbu ytn U long in at- 
tMnlng mikluiity, uid man/ centuries [requently oliipie before it shows >ay 
tymptoms of decay, s fact we leum from Ihe recorda of celebialed trea now 
extinct, as well from otbeis sdll in cxiilence, and wlioee history van bo traced 
for upwards of one thousand years." 

" In medieval times the yew tree furnished that formidable weapon the long 
bow, so destructive in the powerful and skilful grasp of the Engilih archer. 
The yew has been frequently founii growing in churchyarda, where many ot 
Dur most venerable and celebrated specimens are still to be seen, tt is one ot 
the most iMautiful aTecgreou we posaess, eombmmg tieauty of appeainnco 
with other valoaMe properties, suoh as a temperament hardy enough to brave 
uur moat indement seasons, and exlmordlnary longevity. The yew and tbe 
oak tree are the longest in atuining maturity. As to the frequent occurrence 
of the yew true in charcbyardg, the following opinion, from among many, is 
given a> the moat probable origin ot the custom, Tit., ttiat there is li'.Ile or no 
doubt but that the yew trace eiiisted in places of Dmidtcsl worabip previoaa 
tu the erection of Christian churches upon the same dilea ; and that churcbei 
were more frequently built in ye* groves or near old yew trees, than that 
yew treee were planted in the churchyards after the churches were built. Mr. 
Bowman also observes, — ' It feetra moat natural and aimple to believe that, 
being iadiaputably indigenous, and being, from ila perennial verdure, its lon- 
gevity, and the durability ot its wood, at once an emblem and a specimen of 
iinmorlality, its branches would be employed by our pagan ancestors, on their 
first arrival here, ai the beat substitute for the cypieH, to deck the graves of 
the dead and for other saoTBd purposes. As it i> the poliry of innovators in 
religion to avoid unnecessary interference with malteri not essential, Iheee, 
with many other customs of heathen origin, would be retained and engrafted 
on Christianity on its first introductioD." 

'^ The wood of tbe yew possess i|ualities of first-rate esi.'ellence, being not 
only hard, compact, ot a fine and close grain, and elastic, but susceptible uf a 
very high polish, and almost incorruptible. The i:olour of the matured wood 
is lACculiarly rich, varymg from shades of the finest orange red to the deepest 
bri>wo, iind near the root and at the ramification of the branches il it marblsd 
Bn<l veined in a way surpassed by few of the finenl foreign cabinet woods ; the 
sap wooil, also, which is white and of a firm and bard texture, may be worked 
up with the other kind, and thus add tu the numerous shades of colotu it 
eibibita. It is one of the most valuable among European trees for cabbet 
purpoaes, auch as small tables, work-boxes, Ac. Il has an extisordinary 
power of relisting decay and corrujition, particularly in a manufactured and 
polisbed stale. " Dalian's desuiiplion is very similar to Ihst given in ibia 
paragraph. 
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m different ipeoiea from die English anil Scotch yew ; that unlikt the Engllah, 
whose brauchea ihoot out horixontiillj, thoBe at the Irlab grow up atrught, 
■nd IhU the tree is in the fonn of a cone. Iciaalw said Ihat the Irish apecie* 
wu snppiHed to have b«n extinct, but wiu discovered aanie years ago, by tbe 
Earl of Enniikillun, growing in its natural state on the banks of Longh Erne- 
It hu bean transplanted and ptopagated by his Lordship, and from that cir- 

Beaides the four trees which are said to have grown up on the blrth-nigbt of 
tile monarch Conn in the mcond century, and the other tree called Fidi Sidk- 
eonj, or Ibe Holly, mentioned in the text, we are informed by our chronicles 
that tliere eitigted in ancient times many remarkable trees in various parts of 
Ireland, and that from several ot them places and districts got their sppellatiDns. 
As for instance Magh-Bile, or the plahi of the tiee, the Irish name of Morille 
In the county of Down, and also of Morille in the connty of DoncgaL Magh-Ev 
or Magh ii-£o, Le., Ibc plain of the yew Ireo or yew treea, now H*yo in Con- 
nangfaL Bile-Magh-Aitlunr, or tfaetree of the plain of Adhair, a Firbolg chief, 
was a remarkable tree in tbe parish of Clooney, county Clare, «t which the Dol- 
cawian prlnce«, namely, the O'Briens, were inauguratwl kings of Thomond. 
Cratii'TaleMa, Ibe Tree of the Hound, was ■ wide-spreading tree at Creeve, 
near Glenavy, in the barony of Maaedueene, county of Antrim, onder which 
the kings of Ulidia wers Inaugurated. luUiar-ekiiin-lragha, or tlie yew tree at 
the head of the strand, extant in the time of St. Patrick, is the frish name 
of Newty, and Newry is the anglicised version of Mhar, the yew tree. 

Cormac Hoc Callenon, Archbishop of Cashel and Eing of Munsler in the 
tenth centOTy, derives the word luhAft, ynn, in his Glossary, from eo, perpetual 
(green) and binil, top, Le., evergreen top or head. It may be observed that 
(be yew trpe is at present more generally known in Ireland by tbe name aS palm 
than it la by its real name, in consequence of being used as n snbatitate for that 
tree on Palm Ainuliji. In Wales that day Is called f'tornering Svndag, because 
the frienils of the departed strew the graves of the deceased, in the various 
Ituriol places, with the choicest flowers and evergreenFi of the season through- 
out the whole of the principality. 

The Bolly is an ornamental tree and has a beautiful appearance in the 
fornt. When Gobaan Saor's son asked hi* lather what was the best wood in 
tile Forent, the father replied In these words : — 

" an cu!le»nii caoirj reaBar <>■* coillo," 
The close-grained Hollj- the choice ot the wood. 

We are all acquainted with the decorating of houses wilb branchea of the 
Holly at Cbristmos, which had its origin after this manner ; — 

The boUy was dedicated to Saturn, and the celebration of the teetivol of 
that god being held in December, the Romans decorated their housu with ila 
branches : and the early Christians, to avoid persecudon, continued the prac< 
lire ot adorning their hoiiscs with holly when they held their own festival of 
Chriaimas-, and bence iu use in modern times. 



THE ORIGIN OK THE HARP. 
Eohy O'Dninn, one al tliu cbiel Bardji of Erin In [he (enlh cvoiw 
Id hli poem of fifty lUazu on titt creation of the world, utd ihK n. 



Adil Tuliat-cain wm the firsl amilb. 

Sec the origiDjt) acijoiinl in Gvoeiifl, chapter IT. 

The auity aliout Iho origin of the harp unonf; the Groelta and Romau b to 
the fiilloning eHecl: — 

At one time that Uercary relumed honie from hia Tunbliags, he found 
the «hell of a lortUM at the moath of his cave ; he took it up, and tied aeveo 
strings of gul over the month of the shell, ini) played na it with hii fingeca. 
ll appeare tliat Harcury wai ttom a thief, and having atolen aome cattle one 
riny from Apollo, that delt^ puraued jmd detected hint \ whereupon Mercqry, u 
a cunning rogue, began to play on liia Tatttdo, and Apollo was bo charmed 
with hia munu, that be forgave the robber. The gad coveted this ahell, and, 
in exchange, he gave Mercury the Caifurnw; and Apollo bnng the god of Uusic, 
it i* said that the Teatudo was the origin of the Inte. hup, gaitar, and all 
other ittlnged musical InslTDracntB. 

Now Marvan's story b every wMt as good a* that about Blorcury, and of 
the two aomewhat Diorc plausible ; but it Is to be regretted that he forgot Id 
tell na more accnrately who Macuel son of Midud waa, and wbercabouls liis 
sea of Camas lay. lor nf the latter we van only gice a mnjectare, and supiiose 
it lo be some part of the Mediterranean, the EnxJnis or the sea of AzoS. 

ll *eemi that the harp wiu brought into Ireland at a very remote period. 
We are informed by (he Rooks of I.«BcBn and Ballymote. that the names of 
ihe three harpers o( the Tualh-De-Danans were Ceol, bjvo, Aguf C«|&b|qo, 
thai is, Music, Slelody, and Harmony of cliorda. This colony wna in posaeaslon 
u( Krin when the Milesians landed in this country from Spain, and wc are in- 
fiirmed that they also brought a harper with them from that country. 

Under the yt»t A.M. 864H Keating gives us an amuaing story about a harper 
who lived in Erin al that period. "Craftiny, (he sUtes) the hari>er. an emi- 
nent musidan, proceeded to Ganl at that lime with an ode composed by a prin- 
ceas, who hud fallen in lore with Laura Lrngnhy, who was then raridlng in 
that country (in wtil*). Crafiiny, upon hia arrival in Gnnl, and coming inio 
Ihe presence of Laura Lynj-shy, plsys an enchanting air iip.in his harp, whiih 
hi accompsnies with Ihi> ode." Ar. 
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" It It also rel*(c4 of Ihe wme Laura (who ■Iterwaidi becKioc moDlrch al 
Irelaad), that tua ear* reacmbled tbode of a horse, wlierefure ever; perBon who 
cut bb hair, su inatanlly put to demh, lliet Done migbt knao of thia defect. 
It naa cnatomary with the Icing to have hirnaelF ahaved annually, from the 
ears downwattla. Lota were caat to determine who sboidd pcrtordi (his service, 
because each peraon 90 employed wa^ put to death. The lot, however, aaet 
fell upon Ibe oul; bod of an aged widow, that lived Dear the royal residence -, 
who, upon hearing it, repaired to the kinft, and besought him not to put her 
only ioD to death, Imiamuch as that ahe had do other issue. The prince pro- 
mised the youth should not be put to death, provided that he would keep aecret 
what he was about to see, and never disdose it to any nne till Ihe hour of hia 
death. After Ihe youth had ahaved the king, the aecret so operated upon him, 
that be became very aick, and no medicine bad effect upon him. In this state 
ha remained a considerable time, until a learned Druid came to visit him, who 
told Ilia mother that a secret was the cause of hia distemper, and that, antU 
he disclosed it to aomething, he would not recover health. He desired him. 

meeting o[ four roads, and turn unto the right, and to aalule Ihe GrsI tree he 
■bould meet, and to diviJge hia aecret to iL The first tree he met waa a large 
willow, to which he made his discovery, and immediately the aicknesa that so 
maoh oppressed him vanished, and he waa perfectly well upon hia return to 
hu motber'a house. It happened ahortly aftci, thai Craftiny broke bis harp, 
and went to look lor uuilerials for another, and by chance mode choice of Iha 
very willow, to which the widow's son had divulged hia secret, and from it 
made a harp, which, when made and itrung, and played upon by Ciaftlny, 
waa conceived, by every peiaon who heard It, to aay — 

■Dhft cluair c,ipiiU Afi libf" loinsrc".' 



IS often as played upon, produced the same 

s is another verdon of Ihe claaaic legend ol 

' Keatinf; adda that he concoivea thia to be rati 

. But it tellauathU much, thai the b 



ic tale, than gen- 
atory was 



It the harp was well known In thia country so tar back ai 
of Lavra Lyngshy. tt also records the remarkable fact that Ihe ancient harp 
makers coaaidered the willow to be the beat wood for making a harp from ; 
and it ia curious cnougli, as a confirmation of this opinion, that Ihe harp in 
the Museum ol Trinity College, Dublin, generally bnt erroneously called Urian 
Iloiu't Harp, which ia now the oldest inalrumenl of that kind in Ireland and 
probably in Europe, la made of the wood of the willow or sallow, as stated by 
I Bunting in 
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to It varioua periods of out hlMory. Tlie follawmg PXtrscU (rom Colgin trr 
curimu and amoiliig : — 

" Ipw Bex Mammiia ^ngQuIiii cflhwuitu htbuil opiimoa, qn( dulcliet 
conm eo acta btroum la tarmiBcclthBrliantMcuirliuit: qui ii1li|uinil(i anibu- 
lantea in plebe, qaie didtur Mosor^a Thin, qua: «t in trgiune Hmneniv, occhi 
aunt ab fniiaicb luis, el corpora botdiii abaconilila •nnt In qnndam iMgDn In 
dMerto : (quia pai fiima ersi in Mumenia in rfsno .Cn^iHiii.) et <aap«au ntnt 
cjlharm CToram in qusdam iibore super ripani nagDl. El Ren JRagutlua 
conlrlilalnsat,na*cieniiqaidlUiaacddit ^ ElMlenaS. Kinanum pivatim ipiritu 
prophrtlie. renit ad egm. at »dret quid luii CytharislLi accidlt. Faclna mliii 
Chriidanna Duluit Inlurogare Hagoa stve Anupim. Et ait S, Kieranu* R«gi ; 
Cjtharlite tui, Dominc Rex, occialiunloccDltceloccolIataiunt corpora eornni 
in atagno, pt c^harv Hnnin enspendnntuT in arborr iiDminente stagno Vtr 
anlem unrlai Kieraniu rogatiu a Reg« Tcnil cum mad nagnum M jejiuurf I ild 
illo dia ; expl«toc|ne jejnnia, aqua la ulagno arafacto rum apparnit, et rideniM 
corpora In profondo aicci lad, pervenil S. KIhtudqi ad ea. coram RfgB et om- 
nibua, rogaDa acDIcM in virtnte Patrla et Filii el Spiritna Mnell, ({uatti da gravi 






aomno illico nudlaril eoa : et illi Bcill< 
menMni occiai mersl erant 
Bccepeninl, el cedneninl dulcia cartnl 
prn anavlUte mu^cip n-.ultl ibi dormi 
dederunl. Slagnum aiitem in quo au 



Ilea atatlin rylharaa reu 
n Kegv et Eplacnpo. It* M 
t homlnn, i^l cum cKtivIa Ipil Blnriam 
erai annt, vacnum Ml ab ttio die luqiie 
hodie aina aqua, *ed tamen adhuc nomen iMgni vocatnr ImcIi ita CrtitHnaM, 
quod latine annit atagnum Cytbamloruni.'' — Life of Hl KJeran in Colican'' 
A. sa. p. 460. 

" He, Mngaa, lilng of Munater, harl most eitdlenl Harpcra, who, while Ihfy 
played on their liarps in bis prearnce, aang meetly the doeda n( haroM In Ihdr 
Uyi. They, whilat travelling «imi> time ago la a country tailed Mnnrry* 
Thlre,* which is in tbe ttrrrltory of Munater, were kiited by their enemlea, and 
Uuir bodies were hidden In a lake in a desort (bucaase there was perfect peace 
in Munster in the kingdom of Xngaa); and thcdr liarps were hung on a certain 
tree over the bank of the lake. And king .£ngDa waa grieved, not knowing 
what happened tlieni : and understanding that St. Kicran (Abbot ol ClonmaC' 
nols, died A.D. 6*6) was lull of the «|>irit ol prophecy, he came to him that 
be might learn what bdell hia harpers. For havbg been made a Cbrlalian he 
wBsunwillmgtoconsnlt the Magiclana and Uiriners (Druids). And St, Kieran 
■aid to the king; Ihy harpota. My Lord King, have be«n scrretly iniiRlereil, 
and Ihslr bodies are concealed in a lake and their harps arc autpended on a 



('Mm 






anglng tha lakr. Saint KIcran, howeTrr, bang reqiwated bT th* 
le wltta him to th« lake, tulsd there thai day. and M the condiuion 
\d the laating no water appsared in the dried op lake, aad weini; the bodka at 
IB bottom of the dried lake, SU Kieran came to Ihcm. in the prvwnee of the 

g and all, and (erveatljprajingbf the power of the Father, anilol the Son, 

I ol the Soiy Ghoat. he raoaed them to aitake ae it were from that profound 
deep: they wer^ indeed, leren in number, and for the (pace of a whole 
month bad lain killed and submer^^ under ttie water ; and rbiing up in- 
atanll/ they took their harpa and played charming tunee to the vtowda in the 
preaencs of the King and Bishop, to that by the exceeding nteemeo of tlic 
mo^ many of the people there were lulled to deep, and they alnng with tlip 
Other* glorifled. Tha lake, however, in wliirJi lh«y were lubmerged hu been 
without water in it dnce that day till the present liiae, nntwithnamling whicb 
the place has >U1I been called Loch no CrmlirwU, vtiKb in Latin meana the 
Lake of the narperi." 

St- Brigid (Abbess of Kitdare in the sixth century) proceetkd to Magh Cliach 
(in Campo Cliach) to liberate a man there in chainn, " et jntraril doroiun regis 
■t Don invenit Begem in domo ana : sed aioid ejai erant in ea, id eat vir qni 
nnlrivit Regem in domo ana, et flUL Et vidit Brigida Citharas In domo ; et 
dixit : dtharizate nobis dtharis veatria. Reaponderunt amid Regis ; non snnt 
nunc cithariitie in domo hac, ted exierunt in viam. Tunc alios vlr, (|al erst 
cum comilibiu S. Brig[d« jdcdJom vvrbo amlds dixit ; voimelipal cilbariiite 
nobis; el bcnodicat S. Brigida manus vtBXiaa, ul poailis complse, qood iUa 
pmcipit TObia, et obedlte ejus rod. Dixernnlqua amid Regis; tadamus, be- 
nedieal noe B. Brigida. Tunc lUTipnemnt dlharai, etmodulanturrudeacytha- 
ristB. Tone venit Sex ad domum auam ; el audivit vocem canninis, el dixit t 
qnis ladt hoc carmen. Kespoodit d unua ; nutriliua tutu et nntriz tna com 
(Uiis luis jnbenle ilUa Brigida. Intravil Rex in domnm loam et postulavjt 
benedid a Brigida. Dixilque d Brigida; tu vidssim iBmitte ndhi virum 
'rinetnm. Tunc Rex gratis donarit ei tinctnm. Amid tcto Begis laernnt 
cytharislK usque ad diem morlis sue el semen eorom per molta tempora Ko- 
gtbui veneiabiles fannnt." Tenia Vila S. Brigid*. Triu Tlianmalurga, 
Cap. 76, p. 536-T. The aama incident is again given with Utile variation 
in the Fotirth Life, Cap. 50, p. GS7. 

" St. Brigid proeoeded to Hagh aiaeh (in the county Unerick) to liberals 
a roan there in chains, and the went into (he king's bouse, and did not find 
the king in hia house, but his friends were in it, namely, the man who nvor- 
iihed the king (Steward) and some youths. And Brigid saw harps in the 
boose, and she snid -. — • Play for oa on yoor harps.' The king's friends replied 
that the harpers were not in the house ; thai Ibey had gone out Into Ibe high- 
Then another man, who was nf Ibe company of Bl. Brigid, said in a 
innei to the (king's) frisids : — ' Flay yanrKlve* on the harpa (or 
I. Brigid will so bless yuui hands that you wQl be able lo perfom i 



ID) 

wtinlever sbe ahull order you lo do ubey hur woriI»,' And the kinff'ii friEudu 
uid, ' wt) tbtU do to ; let St. Brigrd ti1e« lu.' Then the; seised Uie barpi 
lUid tbs nnUii^t barpera pliyed. The king hsvhig reCnrned to hia houHi 
heard the voics of Bong, and he aud, ' who makes thii mosic?' A ptttoa as- 
awered him, ' jonr «l«waid and your nurae u well aa her youthi, in acDordance 
wilh the icaCruFtioaa of Brigid ' The hine having enUred bis boQM be en- 
treated B bleaainj; from Brigid. ' Do thou, in return, release iinio me the man 
in ehaina' (aaid BrLgid). Then Che king gave the captive to her freely. The 
king's friends continued (o be harpern till tht day of their deaths ; and llieir 
desi^endaDta Cor many agee were toyal (o their kjnge." 

The har|) Is mentioned in the poems aacribed to St. Columba; and Dalian 
Forg^l alludes to the harp in hia poem on the death of that saint, vhich la 
quoted in the Annals of the Four Mastera, as may be seen in the nole on St. 
Culumba in this Tolume. In the same Annili, at A.D. 1369, is recorded thai 
" John Mac Egan, and Gilbert O'Buden, the two moat famoua harpers of Cun- 
maicna (now the county Leitrim) died." In Dr. Petrie'a account of Tan, in 
the deacription of Teach MialAcAuarUi, a seat is assigned to the CniUindh or 
harpers in the great Hall ; and who has not heard of — 
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The soul c 



h Tata's halls, 



It is believed that the harp was used an the Royal Arms of Irdnnd from ■ 
very early periiul, and Cbal on the expiration of the monarchy it still continued 
as the national arms. Oiain, in one of his poems, gives a description of the 
acandards of the Flans, which were aivleen in number, and the vnrinus devices 
which they bore. Among those were the mountain aah in lull bloom ; lh> 
evergreen yew tree was the device on Dermod's colours ; a piper with hia bag- 
pipes on the coloura of Coll the son of Mama ; there were on the others, 
shields, spears, liounds, the deer, the Sufie shrub, &c. The harp, however, ia 
not given, wliich shows it had been the device on the toyal standard, and the 
poem ia descriptive of the march of the Feninn foreea against those of the 
monarch. This poem ia contained in a manuscript of the fourleeoth century. 
The Irish harp is used as the nalioniU arms on the Map nf Ireland appended 
to the State PitWtiw 'ol. IL, and executed in the year 1567. The harp aim 
appeared on the SoIM of Henry Vlll. more than thirty years previous to that 

Girildus Cambrenais, or Gerald Barry, a Welabman, wh" came to IreUnd 
tonorda the cloae of the twelfth century, gives the following testimony on tha 
Irish barp:— 

It is in mnsical Initnunents alone that the industry of this natlnn baa 
attained a laudable degree of refinement, aurpnsaing immeasurably the skill 
of all other nations. Bold and rapid, yet sireet and agreeable, the note* 
ol ibe Irish harp nro quitt unlike the ^bw and drnnling mWorty of the Briliah 




in ■iTuniomed. Il la unxlug faow mimct mnilcill 

bold BDd hurrlfd awee^Hng oF tbe 6aga» ; >di] how, 

I Ih« Dial]' mullitade of ehoidii. the muter-band 

rspidily, this unerm amoothaeu. thia discordant concord, 

iJing In 



cumbineii thii 

into a flowing atrain of hunoonlona melod]-, whather tbe chorda u 

imiion Im the iliateawtim or the diapente, Ac." Dr, Rellv, in bia I 

cil CainbtaiHa Everani, voL I., p. 809, h»« added these remnrks : — " Thia tftt- 

timony is of aoRie value, u GiraJdua atudied sonw yeart at Pario, and vi^ilpd 

Rome three timea, having talien hii route once al least through tbe Low I'l'iiii- 

triea and Gemianf. 'Sinitlnnd and Walm,' aays CaDibrcn«s, - endeavuiucl to 

lierfect Ibenuelvn in tbe moiicol ichoola of freland i and M>me were beginning 

la think that Scotland had alreadj anrpasiiad her moBter.' ' 

StanihurM mentions tbe preiiencvot IhsHarp at Fntivala. " Inlor cenandiini 
adeat cichorlata, occulia acpe captua, miuicla minime eiiidjtuo, qui chordBrum 
pnlnu (aunt antem ex terreis ant encis filia, non ex nervia ut alibi lit, eonteilB) 
■nimoa accnmbetilinm reUxat. Non plectio ali(|UD, aed aduncia ungoibaa M- 
nnm eJidt." De rebna in Hlbemia gealla, Antwerp, 1664. 

■' A Harper attenda al the teaata (of the trish) ; he ia often blind, and by no 
meana skilled in mnaic, who, by Bounding the cbiirda, (which, however, are 
made of aleel or braaa, and not of gut oa ekewbere uaedj aoothea the minds of 
the reclining company. II is by (hin) crooked naila be aouniit tbe cborda, and 
nil by any other pleelmm." 

The remainder of the article In Stanihurtt about the Irisb horpera is in hi* 
D>ual abusive ityle of Bvery thing Iriah, and we shaU not, therefore, trouble the 
reader nitb it But notwilbatanding the unakilfulneaa in music whidi be aa. 
crlbea to the blind barpera, It ia a curious (act that tboaewho assembled from 
various parts of Ireland at Belfast in the year 1792, all played the sama ah-a 
aimilorly, without the alighlesl variation, just as If every ono of tbem had 
learned to play the tunes from a printed alitlon of the entire music. Tbey. 
however, had vaiioua names for many of the ai^^ aroording to the differmt 
•ongs composed to them, yet the music remained unaltered, being, as it were, 
daguerotyped on their minda. 

Fuller, in bis Hiatory of the Holy War, Book v. o. 38, says >—" Vea we 
may weJI think, that alt the cancBrt of Christendom in Ojft war could have 
made no music il the Irish Harp had been wanting." It to aUted In Hanmcr'a 
Chronicle, p. I9T, Ibfit about A.O. 1098, Qriifilh ap Conan, Primx of Walea, 
who had resided a long ^me in Ireland, hronghl over with bun to Wolea " di- 
vers vnnning musiolana, who devised in manner all the instrumental muaie 
upon the Harp and Growth Ibat is there used, and made lawa of minstrelsy to 
retain thf musicians indue order.' So, aa Bunting tutea, "the Welsh, as 
is well knnvrn, had tbeir musical canon regulated by Irish Harpers, ahoiit 
A. 11. 1100." 

Galilei, an tialUn, writing about the middle of the listeenib century, aayi 
11 



th Hull. "Tbis ini»l nnd< 
I Dante (bom A.D. 12(U,) s 



yi. wherf ItieyDTsexceQratlj ina4«Biul 
thai islam) baTiog praotissd on U for 
' laioy and many ages. The hurpii which thb peopU tuw are eoiuidaralil}' 
larger than oaie, and have u«DrraUy the sCriiiRii of brags, and ■ law ol aual 
for the hlgheat notea. aa in the Clarichiird. 1 had, a Inr mmths Bines, by tba 
civiLitj of an Irish gentleman, an opp^^rtanitv ol ceding one of their barpa, 
and, after having minutely esaniined the arriuigement of iti (triB)^, t found 
il «ra!i the same which, nitli donhle the nnmher, vaa intrndnced into Italy ■ 
few yeaia ■go," " The Italian harp (laya Bunting) had 58 striogi. befng 
double the number of those of the triah haip. Thirty is the number oF holiB 
for strings in the wimd board of the an sailed Brian Boni> harp in TrisitJ' 
College ; and all the barpe of the laat century vers ■tning with Iblity airing*. 
baring a compaaa from C. to D. in alt, compriaing the Canen included hetween 
the highest pitch of the famate voics and the lowest of the male, being the 
nalural limits within which to coiutnict the scale of an inatrtunent InleDdsd 
to acoompany vocal perfomancea." 

"In the year 1792 (saya Banting) a numbo' of gentlemen la Bdfnst teened 
an invitation to all the harpers of Ireland to aasemhle in that (own Id compote 
lor ptlxea. Ten harperd attended on the occaslnn, amoDg whom were Arthur 
O'Neill, Charles Fanning, and Denis Uempion. Hempson, who realised the 
antique picture drawn hy Cambrensis iind Galilei, lor be playsd with long 
crooked tiails, and, is his perforinance, the tBttling qf UU inmlt irirei iiwkr tit 
d»tp noiet of lit bau was peculiarly thrilling, took the attention of the Editor 
with a degree which he never can forget. He was the only one who played 
(be rery old — the aboriginal — mnaic of the cDun(i>' ', and this he did in a style 
of such finished excellence an persuaded th> Editor that the praises of th* oM 
Iriab harp in Cambrensia, Fuller, and others, inslead of being, aa the detractora 
of the country are load of asaertlng, ill- considered and indiscriminate, were in 
reality no more than a just tribute to that admirable Instrument and ite then 

TiiK TinUFAN. Bunting gives an account of Ibis instrument at p. Gfl of his 
Dbuerution aa lollowa;— "The Bishop of St, David's slates thai the Irish 
took delight in two instrumenta, the harp and tympanum ; while the Scoti^h 
uted three, the harp, tympaaum, and bagpipe, Aa lo the tytnpannm, which 
has generally been supposed to be a drum. Dr. O'Connnr (in hii Cat of Stowe 
HSS,, voL I., p. 147) addacee an Iriah poem. ' certainly composed before ibe 
destiiiutinn of the Irish monarchy bv the invasion of the Denes,' In which the 
harper^ directed to mind hi* Om' nr harp, and the minstrel the string* of 
bis Tiampaa, or his Tlompau of strings ; whence it seems evident, M the Itaned 
writer shows, that this initnunenl was a species of Inte or gittem; far, in a 
passage of Suetonius, descriptive nf a Gaul playing on it, it is further charae- 
leriied aa being ronnd, and played on with Ihe Sngers ; and It appear* also 



It unnl probable, howc 



from Ovid, Id hurc bMD cov«rfd <vii) 
rtipMtj remnbllng m South Sen jiluid 

> pcoplB poutssing the hirp.~ 

Thii miuical fautranunl i* alto mentialwd in Iho Morj' of Uu iod* oI U«- 
oteh. Ro emje ap *er ituii| vmfiosSi ACAr el<uii)A, oo j-einx) « cciiuitabA 
ceolfiiiroe cAetDc&aACA, *£»r a ccioiopiiitA CAicseniAo* tAifiuiM- " TIibb 
•TOM Ihtir pTofeU'in of rau^c, tad hirmony, ASd pMIrj-. Id laund Ihair dm- 
Indioiu harp* of nroot stringB, uid iheir br)t;hl. aidendiil ifrnpiBH." — Thtc^- 

A* alrMUly bU(h1. ■ (■mil.v name originated with thia proIeMMn, They h«v« 
id b}- the tribe name CLAit* i«ic ai) CionipAitAij, or the Qui nf 
Tb«y ire very aoBierDul, tod many of Iheoi highly r«p»cl- 
abk. We wera Intlnutaly icqDAinted with So&Sap bkt) a}Ac a CioniptkaAij, 
•rha «u wall vened Id the history of lr«Und, iDd wat one of the be» Iriih 
■ebotari ol the prorino? of Cmmaught- On one ofcauon that be viiilcd 
Dublin he heard a mnaicll iutrament pUj'ed in the itreet, when be eidaliiud 
tn hli companiaD, who had trATvUed Ireland all ow in acaich af Iriih miuic, 
— riQ 6 AQ Ciontphn, tliirt it lAe nn^fOM ; ita £^re and muaic were familiu to 
both of them. Thia iaatruiiienC it In the abape ol a thick vinlin, played at dm 
end by the tmgrti of the Ipft hand, and al the thick end a roUlivy handle b 
turned by the right. It iB Called the Bole, but I* more gmerllty known by 
the euphoniouB appellation of Uurdy Gurdy. Ita muaic ia rather noiay; and 
this (act wonld gn lo prnve Marrin*! atatement, " that no aaint ever perCarnied 
on it.~ It vu the itutromeDt tor pUy!n« jlgi and Uvdy tnnee, and went out 
of uM on the introduction of the violia. The Crvit or Clanaek. howerer, 
>Illl continaed to be the favorite inalrunMBL Ladiea, •orleaiaatica, the nobility 
and gentry, played on It ; and it baa beeo (latwl that nn gentleman, even ao 
late aa two hundred yeara ago, waa Mna>dar«d to faa aulilclently accomplished 
nnleaa he could perform on the harp, Wbidh itwaya had its place In every gen- 
tleman's bouH. We are informed that the small tiied harp, such as that called 
Brian Bora'a, waa played by ladlea and ecdeaiaatica. This they held on Ibe 
knees, and with ita music the latter accompanlsd th«ir voicoa in their psalmody. 
Harp* of the small aiie are represented on the kneea ol eodariaaUcs on stone 
crntaea of the eighth and ninth centuries. The large aiM na that used by 
the Bards and llinstrela ; and such it appears were all those performed on by 
the harpers who assembled in Belfast in the year 1792. We have seen some 
of the harps that were made in the Belfast Harp Institution ; we often heard 
Benney, Mac Loughlin, and Blac Hlonegal perform on tboir harpe. Theae re- 
edved their instmction in that InadtDtlon from Artliar O'Neill, and Jamu 
Hac Uonegal Uaght us to pUy aavaral Moaa on that " Qlusliiau Inatrament." 

Sereral eminent performera M the barpdMuWiad in the last century, many 
ot whom were eamposera of maMc. Tb* nwlBdiaa o( Torlogh O'Canolin an 
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All ita coupiiu of wild awwlnm 
Thy mAAter hand obeys, 

As it* airy fitlul HFelnma 

O'er harp mid he»rtatring pisya ! 



By 



tfas Ihrill of uiguiBh 
h suflly lulled to rut ; 
f ttiee th( hopei that languiih 
Bekindled in the bieiut. 
ly iijirit chuelb ■orrmr 



d gaily n 



«w.y, 



le gladneBS of thy liy ! 



The tolluwiag legend ob porcine cullon, by Hr. Hdcketl. wu Inleniled la 
tvtm part of his Note on the iVhilr Bnar, given it pp. 6S-H7. but the eheet con- 
laining that utjde wie put to preu before tbii eime (o hAnd. 

" A chief named GowM, aollying out frum GleDt«e> Caille, met his nldLer 
FInngal, who tuld him her gloomy [ornbodings respecting him : fae ialnima her 
that he had leamt that a monstioua black pig having ravaged the counties of 
Limerick, Leitrim and Sligo, hie wi« men bad announced that those counlies 
lilrongh irhich the Pig had puwed woidd be subnequently lubjeclad to horrible 
cruellies, misery and nusaacrcs. The monster having enleied Donegal wu 
now ravaging the land from BallyshannoB to Glenteei. aod he was delerminad 
to save his country by slaying the Pig. The siriter, now more alarmed than 
before, urged him to return home, but he realats, (olhjwa the fig through Iha 
whide range of monntaina from Glenteea \o Lough Hue, south of Lough Finn. 
Fingal follows the cry of the bounds fill she rearhed Glen-Finn ; on her right 
was Lough Finn. There nhe heard her brother'a voice across the lake eaoon- 
taging his dogs far away in the hills ; Cnroicg her steed and cioaaiog the lake 
ahe heard her brolher'B tries of distrew, but, from the revarbeiaiions of the 
eounds. imagineil that they proceeded from the apot she had left ; she then d»- 
termiodl lo recro» the laku, but on approaohlng the ihore her horse stumbled, 
ehe fiJI on the rock and peilahed ; her body was buried on the side of Iho lake, 
where a mound called Fingal's grave merits the spot. A slone called nngat'i 
ttone indicates the place in which she died, and from her the lake is called 
Lough Vian. 

" Gowan overtook the Pig at Lough Hue, stabl>e<l the monster with his dirk, 
but wan himself gored to tiealfa by the Pig. who tuabing into the Iske (the dirk 
In hi> aide) was drowned. Over ibe grave of Gowsn a heap of stones was 




tenurkkbU event atAutiij 



conjtctore. 



" Here It one of our Tore leguuU. TiM i 
did oecuT, which gave rite la thli uid ell uii 
leant doubt. Whst the event »»», or when il 
but It may l>e reoiwnablj' piemmed thai il hid Its origin in ■ henthea religion* 
conSict. No minor incident eould have itaniped itself on what would apptM 
to have been very aaeient iDpography, Vo natural hound, however iwift at 
foot, keen of Bcent, and clear of viiuon, could have be«a commemonted in the 
names of places, retained probably 3,000 years or mure, t think the bo called 
bounds were Pagan Pcieati. If Bryant or Davies had seen the legend thej 
would have so pionouneed it. Gowin and his eisCer Flngal were probably an 
eminent Priest and PriesIeBs. It ia slagular how this name Finn enters into 
■n many of these Tore it well u Drscoatine legends. Flonn was asked in the 
Agallamh why he did not destroy the Piatt Jt Glendaloch as be did all Iba 
other AdharachU at Ireland. We may remember also, that in the ImoUllf 
legends It was frota Bally-Fiiin he Sift set uut OB hla txpedltlon agidost the 
Boais of Imokiliy, the time he slew the Taro who fliiurlsbed at Glen Tardn 
(CoTie Flio), now Glwiturkin, near whieh the grave in shown where Fioiui 
buried (he Buac at Fio-on. It was aitet that he croeeed Cork harbour and 
bnded at CuaneeDrobect ; ha then sojoumed at Rathieca, and thus far he had 
luught cingle handed, but at Faha-Uy (F-tf A or pn|eeAt) ija Laoj) all biswai- 
rior> joined liim There is B Glen-a-iauckrMlee near Itingabella at Gurtagra- 
nane. The pi; ba^q A bpuft blflS, the Quaeii with the red robe, douritlui !■ 
Uio story of Fahalay, but our inlormation ia defective respecting her. 

-' Tacitus telb us that the £stii (PruaianB) wDnbip]i«d (he mother ol U» 
Gods (Friga), and the symbol ol the ■uperatitioa is tlie Agnre of the Boot, 
' Inslgne supeistitionii tonnaa apioruni geatimt.' — Ue Mor. German., 46. 

" Magna Olmuoadha, Eneas ol tbn luge swine, flourished as king al Ireland 
from A.H. 8TTS to A.U. 8T90, according to the Annals ol the Four Maaten. 
This would be a curiotu title for a aovoeiga if it had not a mora esalttd aif- 
niflcBtion than that which inuDediately meoM th« eye." 



No. IV. 

NAAS. 
HM QA ttl5> Naaa of the kings, aod H&r UijOMi ttaae of L«mt«r, ■ 

the terms by which this place is usually deugnaled in our Irish writiHf 
The wo*d H».T, we are informeii, signilies an asaambly, a gatbering of tl 
people, a fair, sad aliw games, or aeremoniea annaally perlonned in conunem 
raiiua uf the dead. Tbei* are three different derivations given lot Ibis nar 
In the Book of Uinttandna, or History of noted places in Ireland, which w 
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origiaolly compoied or wrillen by imtrgia Uk Aiu»l|fsiilh, chief htti to 
Dtfmod Mac Ceiibeoil, monarch of Irelmid in the sijiUi century. Copie* ol 
Chu Work ne coatuiud in Ihe Boaki of Leftcan (nd Ballymatc, and in other 
•ncienl Iriah muiiiicripUi. It is a melange of proM and poetry ; the hiilory 
«r derlvalioQ ol [he tiame at each place ia flrst given in prose, which ii Foltowed 
, hj a po«m of Amergin'a, or of jome other bard as an authority. It hai been 
UUc^h enlarged by Dubieqaent HTilefa, and undergone ench editorial tianafor- 
mationa, that the poema of Amergui cannot he now diatinguiahed from thoio 
tt other poelA unleji otherwise known to Irish Scholare. The liist derivation 
•T Kat giTeo in Elis TMnseanchoB is, that Enchaidh Garbh (or Et>lir«, which 

■na a horseman, and Can, rough, i.e. the rough rld» or horaeniBn), the ton 
of the king of Erin of the Plrbolg race, collected the people oF Ireland to 
dear a plain from wood ; that a .Vb^ fair or iBsemMage, might be held there 
in honor ef hLi wife TaHlean. The lecond derivation has It, that a man named 
Naa committed an asnaU on the lervanC ot Talltean, whom «be ordered to he 
|*it to death. Her biuband. however, diuoaded her, by saying that his living 
woold he more profitable to them than his death by patting him to hard talior. 
"Be It so," raid the queen, "and let him construct a HaA for me," which he 
accordingly did, and his name was given to the Rath, i e. the Rath or Port nf 
Vtt. the third derivation Is that Nle, a daughter of Rory, king of Britain, 
was wile of Lughaidh, son of the Seal Balbh [»■( rc»l b4l6, Leacan), a Tuaih 
Da Danan chief. On her decease Kas was haried here ; and her hnabaad 
Lnghaidh brought the people of Eiia to this pUce to raise the tana Ot lamen- 
Utiona, on the Htst of August every rear, io commemoration of her death. 
Iliese ceremonies were called n-^T*^ loj*! the fairs of Lne«, and hence Lugk- 
IKMrt, the name of the month of Augnst to the present time. From the fore- 
going aeeoont we may at least infer that In the alilh century the name ot 
Haas (with Its ItafA or fort) was considered to have been of great aniiqaity. 
Ve are informed by the Annals that Cearbhal, son of Hnlriget), who was killed 
in A.D, 904, was the Urn king ol Leiniter who Itad his resMence al Kaas. 
The more ancient kings bad their royal residence at ffiirrlgi, the fortress or 
mound of the king^ near Ld^hlln Bridge, in the cnontr of Carlow. Slainge 
Mac Deala, one of the Ptt-bnlg kings, died there, and henee, it is arid, it wai 
MUed DitrnJia .^m^ or the assembtla ia eamrnflmomJin of Slainge. In 
after times the tingi of LelngOrr had r^denees at Pmu aaif OM Horn, in the 
county of Wexford, and at Ballymoon in Carlow. 

Seward ht his Topographla Hibemica, pnbllBhed in The year ITOS, glw a 
•hort account of this place from which the following is eittracled ; — 

" Naaa, a bar. in co. Kfldaie, prov. Leinsm-. having in it ■ borough and 

yost'town ot same nama, iIL oa a branch of the river Liffey. about 15 mllrv 

^ S.W. of Dublin. It sends two memben to parliament, patmn. the Bat) of 

Mayn. Saai w«j s place of some note, as appears hy several ruina yet rr- 
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" II la moHt warlhj of remmrk," uj-i Amulrong in bla Gelic Dicdoaarf, 
" Ihal in all Ungnagu Dm (wiLh, In some inaUnrea, the change or addilioD o[ 
k vowel, conMOult, or aflUbte), dgnlfieg heig/U, dtber UieraJl;, u in the Celtic, 
or flgoralively. m mty be seen from the (oUowJng noidi :~Ileb, sad Chrtld. 
dan, a diie/ imiffwlnile. Heb. din, a Heighl ; and adun, a lord. Arab, tun, a 
iaghl: and doun, don, high, noliU. Old Pen. doen, a hill; dan, pouw/ul : and 
dan, atief ma-jittraU. Copt, ton, mnntain. 3yr. doino, a mui of luHluirilj. 
Tdii(|. dun^i high; and dinh, a lununtt.- and dun, At highett part <ifa htiiUiitg , 
and din, apalace. Old Indian, duan, a kitig. Halitf, duen, lord; and dlni, kigh. 
Liuon, thin, a mouRlain. Gr. Ht, a heap. Phrygian, din, lummiL Jap. ton, 
highat xh dtgxtt ,- and tono, a Hag. Tnrk. dun. high. It. dona, cIoicih, /lai- 
tNTogt OM a hiiL Spam doa, lord. It- di>nna, a lad^^ Biac. dun, on emuKnca. 
ulia. im ikmlKl pertim. Old Sal. dun, a *>U: Low Sax. dun, ii/(. Fr. dunes, 
ktapi of land oa Iht ihort, Cora, and A/m. dun and tun. Germ, dun, a city. 
Eng. lotm. Wei. dun, a bkmwWob). 

"According to Bede dm means a height in the ancient British : and, ac- 
cordhig In Cliwphon. it had the same meaning in the olii Gaulish. They (iho 
Gauls) c^iU an elevated place dun. Hence comea Che termination dUHum in Iba 
names uf many toina in Old Gaul; an, Ebroduonin, Ambrun; TinduniuD, 
ilav: NovioduDum. JVoym,* Augnatodnnum, Aulun; Andoniadunum, /.on* 
tp^i Mulodunam, Uebm; CaesaroduDam, Tivirii Lugdunnm, Ljnmr, accurd- 
ing to PlntBcch, R<nm-Mll; Carrodonum, CiiMcam; all situated on rising 
^ounJs ; bence, also, tba British teiminations of towna, don and ton." 

The Irish OiBM were circular forls or foitresaea. It appears the earliest were 
built of large undressed biocka of atmis without ament, and were erected by 
the Firbolga, Danans and MUeflisna, such aa AUtacA, supposed to hare been 
built by the Danaiu or Fomoriami in the coanty Donegal ; Dtuutperick built 
by the Milesians on the coast of Antrim ; DiM-Aengut on the great island d( 
Aran, built by Aengns, son of Umoir, a Firbolg chief about the beginning of 
the Chriatiaa era. Several o( those torts or (ortresses are mentioneit in a 
poem composed by Cinafula the Learned, who died A.D. 678, as having been 
built by Ihe Milesiiuia after their landing in thia country. This poem is pub- 
Ushad in Connellan's Dissertation on Irish Grammar. In later times many it 
these fortreasM were constructed of earth or gravel, and sometimes laced with 
stone. Thsy are variously called by the terms, Dim, Cathaii, Cumbdacb, 
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CaInoU, Lie*, Ratb, tc., uid we hope tbat do pSMm is lO igngrant al Irish 
binary u (o name them all indlicriniiuately Oniri /orlt. Within theie ctr- 
culu enflosores strengthened by fossea and ramparts, were the maDJilua snil 
dweIlio(|> of the chief ami his people ; built of stone ur wand. 1)ut more pro- 
bably of the latter material, an<t therefore IbeM Dtia may b« considered to 
have tieen on a amall scale walled lowna In early ages. 

Doctor O'Brien, in the Prclaee to bis Irtab Uiciionarj-, p. xi. »Ute»— " that 
(he name of the rery Capital o( Britain, as it was used In the time of the 
Romans, who added the lerminatiim (umj to it, woe mere GtiidJuUim or IriMk, 
fn which language Lonff is still the only word in common use to signify a Aip i 
aa ifiii or itivn Is, and always has been osed to imply a place of safety or a 
Blroog town, being very nenrly of the same lignlflcslion wiUi Dun, with this 
only difference, that in the Iberno-Celtic language Dim signiSes a fortified 
place that is constantly shut up or barricaded, and Din or iMn literally mean* 
a ptax of Safetg. a covered or walled luwn ; so that Ltrnp-rfin or Lang-^ati, 
which the Romans changed into Londimtim, literally aignideK a Unea of Skipt, 
DT a place of safety lor Shipt." 

We remember, that when transcribing the great Booli of Ballymote, to have 
Men Ibis name in some part of that work written Loajadai the fort of ships, 
La. London. 



ATll-CLIATH. 

■■ The lilsh name of Uuhlin is Bailt-adia-dinlli Dvihkliime. Le. ' the town of 
the lord ol hurdles on the Black-pool ' It is slated in the /rwi Triadt (a work 
of great antiquity) thai one of the three prineipnl roads or great thoroughfares 
ol Ireland was Beaiitck-iiiha-clialk, I.e. 'the great road of the ford of hunilea :' 
which shows that al ■ later period the word BuUf. a town, was snbitltuled lot 
Btahtch. a highway, tt is sometimes called simply AA'cluUX, which Adamnan, 
Abbot of lona, (one al the wealarn islands of Scotland, where Culumbkille re- 
tired after leaving Ireland) always latinises I'adwn CSad. and the early English 
writers omit AA-cUoA. and write Devlin or Divlyn, whieh is the name of thai 
part of the river LiSey whereon It sianda, and signifies Modi pool ; or, as It 
has been latinised by the anlhor ol thelifeol St. Kevin, ' lugra Thermo.' The 
River Lifley, according to the Book of Ballymote, derived its name from Ihe 
circnmstance of * battle having been longbt near it by tbe Hileaians againal 
Ihe Tnatha De Dsnans and Fomorinns | and the horse of the Hileaian monarch 
Heremon. which was named Gabhar Lifte, signif.ving tbe steed LiSe, having 
been killed there, the river was called Lilte or Liffey. In another account it 
li stated that it got lu name from Life, the daughter ol luehnB ol the Firbolg 



la drowDsd in tt- In liiab il wt* lattad Anhai&Liia^ 



•i^fying the rlvir LiSej. wbkb wm ingliciaed Xvoa Litfeir, 
raodern tinuo, by a blunda, to Anna LiBey. Tbe froaad on 
nu first (ounded vu known by the name of i)rs«-<o/tK»iffe, w 
meona ' Mamil-ltaat-tvood.' In in Iriih MS. ' Book of Duivsti 



able ptacbi' in Ireland, U Ihe [oUoiruig account of ths 
.il&'clialJL. Thia tract 'a aaiA U> haw beea urigioally a 



ip3ed by a 



of 



Ihe name at Amergln, wbose fatbflf, Amalgaa, is rocorded in the Book of Ai- 
nugh, to have lived in the lioie oJ St. Patrick. Ibera are Mvecal latHUt 
copiei of thia compilaliou niU extant ; and the nry obaolete language la which 
they are written — and Kbich viry few uf tb> present day can decipfaei — ia 
Hufficient Bvidenoe to prove tbat the original waa composed at a isy early 

" ' Alk-CliaUt, why ao called ?— Sot difficult lo account for it (or, tt is aa 
fallows). In the rwgn of Conor Mac Kisaa, king ot Ulster, (about tho time 
o( the Incarnation)^ liure lived a celebrated Bard and historian, named AtAionu, 
who then resided nt Howth. Ilia poMcaaiona exlendel to a considersble dis- 
tance along Ihe north banka of Che liffey, and were itocked with sheep ; and 
bii Lagenion herdamen, finding there waa a better paalnrage on the aonth sida 
of the river, conetracted hurdles of amall IwigH, by which they formed a bridga 
over the river (at the ford) for the purpose of conveying the aheep acrosa. 
At the same dme a warrior, by name Metgrra, who was then ai:knowledgiid 
chief king of Leinsler, reuded at the aoathslde of the Litiey. Being informed 
of Ahime'a encroachnuDt oa bis dominion, be ordered the burdlea to be removed. 
He likewise sent a message to Ahime, «giufying that he should in future keep 
his sheep on hi* awn side of the river, or else ibide the consequences. Ahime 
(ai the chief bard ot Ireland) was highly incenaed at this insulting message, 
and iinmedlstely sent lu his patroti, king Conor, for assistance, to be tcvenged 
ot Uagrriu Conor, upon receiving Ihe intelligence, despatched a band of hia 
men, commanded by one of hia cIiaaipianB, whose oamc was Hudtdad, aoo of 
.InoryM. On their arrival at the Lifiey they attempted to replace the hurdles, 
whereupon the Ldnster cbaiajHon, at tbe head of his forcci, stood forth and 
said, that be would try the diauceaf victory by single combat, llie challenge 
was accepted by Mtnit^ad, who, however, was slain by bia aatagDOiit ; and 
hoiiieltie ' Ford of UunlU deiivad its nsine.' " — CosmUmV Amioii uf' DubiiK. 



THE P0EM8 OF OSSIAK BY MACPHER80N. 

ISTEODL'CTION. 



It is now nearly n eentary ainee James Macpherson gave 
to the world his aplendid fietton of the Poems of Osaiaii, 
80 admired for its many be&ntiea, bo denounced for its folae 
pretencee, so unjnst to Ireland, and so flattering to the <ra- 
nity of his Scottish countrymen. Never did the work of 
any writer create a more iuteDse sensation in the world of 
literature, on its first appearance, or evoke so long and so 
embittered a controversy as to its aathenticity. Ireland. 
once indignant at the attempted denial of her claims to her 
great historical and traditional heroes, endeared to her lop 
BO many centuries, in association with all she bad of ro- 
mance and poetry, despite the vehemence of her justly 
aroused indignation, nevertheless owes a debt of gratitude 
to him who had sought her despoilment, and attempted to 
unrobe her of ber long cherished historic glories. Her na- 
tional pride had slumbered, or been trampled out for more 
than a century. Her literature had Iain dormant and neg- 
lected, and her very language was dying ont, when Mae- 
pberson came forth in the wake of Dempster, the " Utint 
Stealer," and of innes the Impugner of her antiquity, to 
frame a new system of history which was to convert Scotia 
Minor into the Scotia Major, and deprive Ireland of the 
honor of ber long conceded maternity, — whatever the worth 
of that may have been. Insulted and outraged she awoke 
to her vindication, and memories, all but forgotten, were 
stirred up. Armour, long laid aside, neglected and rusting. 
was once more taken down, and furbished for the conflict. 
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Old manuscripts were examined ; an active search through 
tomes long mouldering, or covered with the dust of ages, 
was prosecuted by our aroused savants, and all hastened lo 
the rescoe with proof and authority to convince the world 
of the validity of their claim to their old hero Fionn, now 
pHt forward under the disguised semblance of Fingal, the 
Phantom King of the nubilous Scottish Morven. 

In the struggle, or rather investigations which ensued, 
good service was rendered to the Archeology of both coun- 
tries. The so called Earee literature of Scotland was shewn 
to be purely Irish. Its writings were proved the work of 
Irish authors and scribes, and all the traditions of its heroes 
ended in referring them to Ireland. The labours of Dr. 
Johnson, Laing, Pinlterton, Dr. Wilson, &c &c., have all 
tended to prove tliat the language, and great part of the 
traditions of the Uighlands and Isles of Scotland, owe their 
derivation to, or are intimately connecled with Ireland, 
thus justifying the prcteneiona of the latter country, and 
incontrovortibly disproving the dishonest mendacities of 
Macpherson and his legion of abettors. 

A wholesome condition of opinion, on the subjects of the 
national controversy which engaged the attention of literary 
enquirers during the latter half of the last century, has now 
taken the place of the prejudice and heat which character- 
ised the discussions of that period; but even then there 
were among the Scotch themselves manj writers of distinc- 
tion who saw and admitted the injustice and futility of the 
claims of those of theu- countrymen, who, in the language 
of Dr. Johnson, loved Scotland better than truth. They saw 
in the very name of the vernacular Celtic tongue the 
remarkable disproof of the novel theories. It is well known 
that the name common to this language, both in Ireland and 
Scotland, is Gaelic, but the Scotch also call it Earse, which 
is only a corruption of the word "Irish." Hume says, that 
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llie name of Earse or Irisli, given by llie low eouiilry 
ScotB to the language of the Scotliali Uiglilanders, in a cur- 
tnin proof of the traditional opinion, delivered from father 
to Bon, that tlie Iatt«r people came originally Irom Ireland. 
Doctor Shaw, a Highlander, and author of a Gaelic 
Grammar and Dictionary published in 17S0, atates, in his 
enquiry into the authenticity of the Poema of Ossian, that 
*' Ireland bad all eorts of achoole and colleges, and thilher 
the youth of England and other countries went for edu- 
cation ; and all the popular stories of the Highlands, at this 
day, agree that every chieftain went thither for education 
and the use of anna, from the fourth until the 6fleenth cen- 
tury, I Columbkille, a monastery on the island of lona, 
was first founded by the munificence of the Irish ; and until 
its dissolution all the abbots and monks belonging to it, one 
abbot only excepted, were Trial). AU the highland clergy 
not only studied but received ordination in Ireland. The 
clergy of the islands especially, and those of t!ie western 
coaat, were frequently natives of Ireland. Hence it hap- 
pens, that all poetical compositions, stories, fables, &c, of 
any antiquity, which are repeated in the Highlands at this 
day, are confessedly in the Irish Gaelic, and every stanza 
that ia remarkably fine, or obscure, is still called Gaelic 
Dhomkain E'lrionnach, i.e. the deep Irish, or pure primi- 
tive language of Ireland. I am conscious (he adds) that 
without a knowledge of Irish learning, we know nothing of 
the Earse as a tongue, the Irish being a studied langnagu, 
and the Earse only a distinct provincial dialect." 

The Gaelic dictionaries of Scotland are certainly the most 
correct publications they have, because these have, in a 
great measure, been compiled from our Irish dictionaries, 
eminently defective though these be; but the mode of spell- 
ing words is too frequently rather phonetic, and in accor- 
dance with the vulgarisms of the colloquial dialect. 
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From tliia evidence as to langiinge alone the inference, 
now almost uniTersally arrived at, ossimies that if aucfa a 
poet ae Macpherson's Ossian, a Gael (not a Pict, be it re- 
membered), wrote his poems in North Britain in the third 
eentory, he must bave been either an Irishman or the des- 
cendant of Iriahmen who had recently come from ancient 
Scotia to settle in that coontry ; and his language must 
have been the pure Iriab undefiled of that period, and not 
the corrupt patois ascribed to him by Macphersoti. 

To many of the readers of the Scottish Oaaian the details 
which characterized the controvCTsy, and the point of view 
from which it was regarded in Ireland, must be compara- 
tively but little known, and it may perhaps serve a purpose 
to summarily glance at these for their special information. 
In doing so I shall occasionally avail myself of a few ex- 
tracts taken from an article on this subject published by 
me in the Transactions of the Historic Society of Lan- 
cashire and Cheshire (Vol. SI.) 

The Irish Senachies from the outset denounced the whole 
series forming the Caledonian Epic as a fabrication in the 
gross, and as a piece of mosaic work formed of plagiarisms 
from every conceiveable source, all , nevertheless, baaed upon 
compositions of Iriah Bards long known in the Highlands 
and the Isles by reason of the community of language and 
the continuous intercourse between Scotland and Ireland. 

It is necessary to premise that Ireland alone was for 
many ages called Scotia or Scotland, its inhabitants ScoCi 
or Scots, until the eleventh century, when, for the first 
time, Caledonia, or North Britain, received the name of the 
minor Scotia, by reason of the predominant influence ob- 
tained by the mother coontry through the numerous colo- 
nies which she had sent forth. At this period the language 
spoken in the Highlands of Scotland and that of Ireland 
were identically the same. 



It ia now an indisputable aod well received fact that tlie 
Irish amongst themselvea were generaJly iinowo as Scoti 
or Scots at a very early period ; the oldest Irish MSS. bear 
testimony to this fact, and Tigeamach, the annaliBt, who 
lived in the eleventh century, uses the term as a matter of 
course. " Ooinia monnmeDta Scotorum usque Cimbaoth 
incerta erant." " All the records of the Scots, till the time of 
Cimbaoth, were uncertain." Cimbaeth, monarch of Ireland, 
lived about three hundred years before the Christian era. 

So early as the third century foreign writers mention 
Ireland hy the name of Scotia and the inhabitants as Scoti. 
Among those were Porphyr the Platonic philosopher ; the 
Roman poet Claudi&n, who wrot« in the fourth century, 
similarly uaes it ; Ethicus the Coemographer, states that 
Hibemia was inhabited by tbe Scoti ; St. Prosper, who died 
in A.D. 466 ; Orosius, the Spanish historian, in the begin- 
ning of the fifth century ; Glldas Srituucoe, in the sixth 
century ; St. laodore in the seventh ; Bede, tbe Anglo-Saxon 
historian, who wrote in the serenth century ; and St. Do- 
natue, Bishop of Fieauli, whodiodin A.D. 840, calls Ireland 
Scotia in a Latin poem often quoted, of which the following 
ia a translatioQ : — 

" Far westward lies an isle of ancient fame, 
By nature bleBs'd, and Scotia is her name ; 
Ad island rich ; ezhaustless ia her store 
Of veiny silver, and of golden ore ; 
Her fruitful soil for ever teems with wealth, 
With gems her water, and her air with health. 
Her verdant fields vrith milk and honey flow, 
Her woolly fleeces vie with virgin snow ; 
Iler waving furrows float with bearded com, 
And arms and arts her envied sons adorn. 
No lavage bear with ruthlesa fnry roves. 
Nor ravening lion through her sacred groTCS ; 
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No poisou there iiifccld, no scaiy mmka 

Creeps through the gross, nor frog annoys the lake ; 

An island worthy of ite piona race, 

Iq war triamphant, and anmatched in peace." 

Archbishop Uaher is of opinion that North Britain or 
Caledonia did not get the name of Scotia until the eleventh 
century. " For neither Dalrieda (he says), which till the 
year 840 was the seat of British Scots, nor all Albany, did 
immediately upon the reduction of the Picts obtain the 
name of Scotia ; but this event was brought about when the 
Victs and Scots grew together, gradually, into one nation, 
and by this coalition the memory of the Pictiah people be- 
came quite obsolete, which did not come to pass until the 
eleventh century ; eo I am of opinion that no writer of the 
precedent periods can be produced, who ever spoke of Al- 
bany by the name of Scotia." 

From a very early period of onr history, we find that 
colonies from Ireland settled In Albain or Scotland, We 
are informed that Conaire II., monarch of Ireland, of the 
Ueremonian line, reigned eight years, and died A.D. 220. 
One of his sons, named Cairbrc Riada, settled in Ulster, and 
the country poaaoBsed by his people was called Dal Riada, 
in the county of Antrim. This Cairbre Riadu led hia forces 
into Caledonia, where, early in the third century, he settled 
a colony in the territory which now forms Argyleehire, and 
the adjoining districts. The country conquered by him in 
Alban was thenceforth denominated Dal Riada, or the coun- 
try of Riada, and the colonists were called Dalriedians, like 
their original stock in Ireland. 

In the fifth century. Ere the son of Eohee Munreyar, a 
descendant of Cairbre Riada, was pritice of Dalrieda in 
Ulster ; and his sons Fergus, Loam, and Angus, led another 
colony from UUter to Albion, and became mosiers of the 



country which now comprises Argyleshire, Bute And tint 
Hebrides. Fei^e became the first king of the Albanian 

Scots of North Britain, and Iub death is recorded by Ti- 
geaniach at the year 509, when be states that Fei^s the 
Great, son of Ere, accompanied by tha race of Dalrieda, 
occnpied a part of Britain, and afterwards died there. 
Fergus was succeeded in his newly founded sovereignty by 
a long line of kings wboae succession is given by Tones, 
the Scotch writer, who published his work on the origin of 
the Scots in 1729. One of these princes, Kioneth the son 
of Alpin, or, aa he is generally called, Rinneth Mac Alpin, 
the twenty-third ruler of the Albanian Dalrieda, and father- 
in-law of Aodh Finnliath monarch of Ireland, ascended the 
throne, A.D. 838. In the year 842 he conquered the king- 
dom of the Picts, and became monarch of the entire country 
between Edinburgh and Caithueas. Sixty kings of the 
Dalriedian Scottish race reigned in Albion during a period 
of 784 years, from the time of king Fergus, A.D. 502, to 
the death of Alexander III., king of Scotland in the year 
12S6. 

It is obvious that the colonies from Ireland used the lan- 
guage of their mother country, namely, the Ilibemo-Celtio 
tongue ; and we may infer that they spoke and wrote it in 
its purity from the third to the siiteentli century, in con- 
sequence of the continued intercourse between both nations 
during tiiat time. Even the most ancient manuscript in 
Scotland, which they say is as old as the eighth century, ii 
written in the Irish language and character, as has bwn 
shewn at page ISS of this volume. 



THE FOEUS OF OBSIAN BY HAGFHBB80N. 
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Every candid and impartial literary person, who has 
taken the trouble of investignting the subject of the authen- 
ticity of the PoomB of Oseian, as published by Macpheraon, 
has been convinced that they were fabricated by him for 
the most part, and were founded on the fragments of tlie 
compoBitione of the Irish Bard, Oiain, which were conveyed 
to the Highlands of Scotland from time to time by the Irish 
Shartachies. They were there committed to memory by 
the stopy-tellera, and recited as they had been in Ireland. 

Jerone Stone of Dunlield made a collection of Highland 
Poema, and he published a translation of one entitled Bus 
Fkraoick, or the Death of Fraoch, in the Scots' Magazine, 
for January, 1756. In this poem (hero is no mention made 
of Fingal or of Ossian ; and in his letter accompanying it, 
)ie states, that those who are acquainted with the Irish lan- 
guage, must know that there are a great number of poetical 
compositions ia it, and that they are tender, simple, and 
euhiime, which clearly proves he considered to he Irigh, all 
those ho could coHect in the Highlands. 

After him a Mr. Pope, of Caithness, collected some 
Highland poems, which he wrote down from oral dictation. 
They were said to be composed by Oisin, an Irish Bard. 
There were no manuscripts of these in the Highlands, in 
his time ; and he states, that the poem on the death of 
Oagar was known by the Highlanders under the name of 
Calk Gahhra, ot the Battle of Qaura, fought in the counly 
Meatb, A D. 294. 
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In tlie year 1760 Mr. James Macpheraoii published at 
Kdinbiirgh fifteen poems, entitled " Fragments of Ancient 
Poetry, collijcted in the Highlands, and translated from the 
Gaelic or Earee language." In thia publication the name 
of Flonn Mac Cumhailt appeared for the first time to be 
changed to Fingal for euphony sake. 

The people of Scotland, upon reading these poems, werp 
so delighted with them, that a subscription was opened al 
Ktliiibnrgh to reward the tranalator'a labours, and enable 
him to make a tour to the Highlands, to collect more of 
these poetical treasures. 

Macpheraon, accordingly, proceeded once more to the 
Highlands, and having added to liis stores, he published a 
new and enlarged edition of his poems in London in 1761, 
which was highly praised by Dr. Blair and other Scotch 
writers, and obtained an extensive circulation. 

It was even then considered by most learned men, that 
these poems were not translations of Gaelic poems, but 
were fabricated by himself from the stories he heard, for he 
did not produce the originals ; and, although he received 
£1,000 at one time, and £200 at another, from the High- 
land Society of London, for tbo purpose of enabling him to 
print the originals, he never printed one of them, nor did 
he deposit them in any library. 

It is now pretty certain he had no originals. Dr. Johnson 
was of this opinion ; for he, in his account of the Weatero 
Isles, published in 1774, says, " I believe that the poems 
of Oaeian never existed in any other form than that in 
which we have seen them. The editor or author never 
could shew the original, nor can it be seen by any other. 
If there are any manuscripts to be found, they are Irish ; 
for Martin, who wrote an account of the Western Islands, 
published in London in 1716, mentions Irish, but never 
any Earse manuscripts to be found in the islands in his 
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time. Tliere are not in the language five hundred lines that 
tan be proved to be one hundred years old. To revenge 
rational incredulity by refusing evidence, is a degree of in- 
solence with wLicb the world is not yet acquainted, and 
stubborn audacity is the last refuge of guilt. It would be 
easy to show it if he had it ; but whence could it be had 1 
It ia too long to be remembered, and the language formerly 
had nothing written. He has, doubtless, inserted names 
that circulate in popular etoriea, and may have translated 
some ballads, if any could be found ; and the names and 
some of the images being recollected, make an inaccurate 
Caledonian auditor imagine he has fc^merly heacd the 
whole," 

This declaration of Johnson so irritated Macplierson, that 
he wrote him a threatening letter, the contents of which 
are not known, as it did not appear in print, which is mncli 
to be regretted ; but the Doctor set him at defiance in his 
answer, which is as follows : — 

" Mr. James Macpherson — I have received yonr foolish 
and impudent letter. Any violence that shall be attempted 
upon me, I will do ray beat to repel ; and what I cannot do 
for myself, the law shall do for me ; for I will not be hin- 
dered from exposing what I think a cheat, by the menaces 
of a ruffian. What would you have me to retract? I 
thought your work an imposture ; I think so stlU ; and for 
my opinion I have given reasons wiiich I here dare you to 
refute." 

Macpherson not being able to convince Johnson, either 
by threats or production of the originals, was obliged to be 
silent, and thought it best to let the stem Doctor alone. 

Hume, in his answer to Dr. Blair, who wrote to him for 
his opinion respecting the authenticity of Macpherson's 
poems, said, that he often heard the poems rejected vrith 
disdain as a palpable and most impudent forgery ; that the 



preservation of sucli loag and such connected jiofina, hy 
oral tradiliOQ alone, during a coureo of fourlG(>u centuriea, 
19 BO much out of the course of human aBfuirs, that it re- 
quires the strongest reasons to mtUfC us believe it, and that 
it should he proved they were not forged within five years 
previously hy Maophersou, and that therefore nothing 
would convince but the production of the originals of an 
anterior date to bis time. 

The same writer also, in a letter to Qibhun, expresses bis 
wonder " that any man of common sense could have im- 
agined it possible, that above twenty thousand verses, along 
with numberless historic facta, could have been preserved 
by oral tradition, during fifty generations." 

Still Mocphcraon would not produce the originals, but 
scorned, as he pretended, to satisfy any body that doubted 
his veracity ; on which account he was styled by Dr. Blair, 
and other supporters of his, a man of absurd pride and ca- 
price, a heteroclite, and such other terms, meaning that he 
was above stooping to public opinion ; but the truth is he 
never had them, and was therefore obliged to act afler that 
luanner. 

Ho, however, when compelled by the universal public 
demand, at length ventured to publish twelve lines of bis 
pretended original of Temora ; but it had been better had 
he withheld them, for the construction of the language, in 
which they appear in print, is not much better than the 
primary effort of a student at a translation ; and it is to be 
wondered at that any Gaelic scholar of Scotland could be 
imposed upon by such a corrupt specimen. Mocplierson 
remarked about these lines, that " the words are not, after 
the Irish manner, bristled over with unnecessary quiescent 
consonants so disagreeable to the eye, and which rather 
embarraaa than assist the reader." 

The learned General Vallnncey justly remarked on Ibis 
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Hpecimen, that " if his poem of Temora was ancient, it was 
a prouf of the unlettered ignorance of the ancient Qai'lic 
Scots." 

Doctor Shaw, one of the best Gaelic scholars of Scotland, 
WAS convinced by Vallancey'a statemeat, in the opinion he 
had ppeviously formed of the apecimen given by Macpher- 
son, that it waa his own translation from his own original 



Doctor Siiaw aflerwarda made a journey to the Highlands 
and islands to search for the originals of Macpherson's 
poems before adopting them as aathorities for his intended 
works ; he went into every honse and cabin ; entered into 
long discourses with the peasantry, but be could find them 
neither written nor in the months of the people. In 1781, 
Shaw published the resultfl of his searches in a work entitled 
" An Enquiry into the onthenticity of the Poems ascribed 
to Ossian." In this work he has declared that Macpherson 
hait no original MSS. in the Qaelic of the poems ofOsaian, 
btit that he might have some in Irish; for it is well 
known, he says, that the Earse dialect of the Gaelic 
was never written nor printed until Mr. Mac Farlane. 
niiniflter of Killiavir, in Argyleshire, published in 1754 
ft translation of " Baxter's Call to the Unconverted," In 
this search he could find no MSS. except one on parch- 
ment, written in the Irish language and character, and con- 
taining some Irish pedigrees. " I found myself," he says, 
" not a little morti£ed, when all they could repeat waa noth- 
ing but a few fabulous and marvellous verses or stories 
concerning Fionn Mac Cumhaill and his Fiana or followers. 
Fionn," he says, "is not kuownin the Highlands by the name 
of Fingal. He is universally supposed to he an Irishman. 
When I asked of the Highlanders who Fionn was, tliey 
answered, an Irishman, if a man, for they sometimes thougiit 
iiim a giant ; and that he lived in Ireland, and sometiuics 



c&iue over to hunt in the Bigbhmdd. This is the universal 
voice of all the Llighlandere, excepting those who are 
pOBseased of abilities and knowledge to peruse the work of 
Macphcrsos, and are taught by natiotiaUty to support an 
idle controversy." 

" Having made this fruitless enquiry after the genuine 
Oseian'a poetry, from which I learned there never bad been 
any, I passed over to Ireland, there also to pursue Ossian. 
I rummaged, with lie consent of Dr. Leland, Trinity Col- 
lege Library, exaauned M3S., had different persons who 
understood the character and language, In pay, conversed 
with all who might know any thing of the matter ; and, 
al1«r all, could discover no such poetry as Macphersou's ; 
but that the Irish had been more careful Lhas the Iligli' 
landers, and bad committed to writing those compositions 
of the 15th century." 

In this last passage Dr. Shaw alludes to the modern 
copies on paper of the poems of Oiain which he saw in ihe 
College, but those on vellum, in the Library, were, no 
doubt, unintelligible to the persons lie had in pay, and oon- 
Bequently they escaped his notice. 

"I would not wish," says Dr. Shaw, "to appear to derogate 
from the real honour and antiquity of Scotland ; that can 
never be affected by the loss of these poems ; but when I 
am conscious that without a knowledge of Irish learning, 
we can know nothing of the Earse ae a tongue, (th« Irish 
being the studied language, and the Earee only a distinct 
provincial dialect,) I cannot but express my astonishment 
at the arrogance of any man, who, to make way for the 
production of 1762, would destroy all the archives, which 
the Irish, ackRowledgeil by all the n>orld to katse been in 
the eiffhth century the tHO«t learned nation of Europe, have 
been tor ages labouring to produce. When the Highlander 
knows nothing of Irish learning, he knows nothing of bim- 
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nelf ; and wheu Irish history U lost, Highlaud geiiealogy 
becomes very vague." 

For tils ftcknowledgement of the honourable Scot, and 
for this candid discloBure of Macpherson's fabrications, he 
was attacked by a few of his countrymen. In his reply to 
these attacks he writes as follows. 

" If I have the approbation of the sensible, liberal, and 
diacerniog part of my countrymen, I shall feel little anxiety 
from the apprehension of the malignant virulence and per- 
sonalities that may issue from the illiberal few. I never 
yet could dissemble, nor personate a hypocrite ; IrulA haa 
always been dearer to me than my country ; nor shall I 
ever support an ideal national honour, founded on impos- 
ture, though it were to my hindrance. I should be as happy 
as any of my countrymen can be, to have it in my power 
to produce the original, and to satisfy the world ; but, as 
not one line of it has hitherto been seen, but what Mr. 
Macpherson has favoured us with, imposed as a specimen, 
Ihough actually translated from the original English; I 
am 80 far a friend to truth, that I cannot permit an imposi- 
tion to descend to posterity undetected. Had I been ignor- 
ant of the Gaelic, less credit might be expected to my nar- 
ration of facts; but having written a grammatical Analysis 
and Dictionary of it, it may be readily believed I should 
rejoice to have it in my power to produce the originals of 
these poems to the public, as the Dictionary and Grammar 
might, perhaps, be sought after, to help the curious in form- 
ing some opinion of the original. Thus, it would be my 
interest to support the authenticity, did I think it ho- 
nest." 

In an appendix to the second edition of his Enquiry, pub- 
lished in 1782, Dr. Shaw states that he " rests the strength 
of his arguments on the niyeterious conduct of Macpherson, 
in withholding from the public the Gaelic originals; that 



if Fingal exists iu Gaelic let It be shewn ; and il' ever tlie 
originals can be shewn, oppoaitioD may be silenced." 

Such is B veritable statement of facts, made by an unpre- 
judiced and impartial Scotchman ; and no man can doubt 
for a moment but he wrote it from deliberate conviction ; 
although it might have been to his hindrance, which may 
be supposed as hinted at by Armstrong, author of a Gaelic 
Dictionary published in 1S25, who uses these words at the 
beginning of his Prosody, in the Grammar prefixed to this 
work. "Mr. Shaw," he says, "to whose Ui-re^uiCed 
labour the Gaelic owes a great deal. Dut AriDstrong took 
care to give no such offence aa Shaw did, for he praises the 
Poems of Osaian, and uses the corrupted modern transla- 
tions of Macpherson as the most select examples in hia 
Prosody, but admits the fact that tAey set every lato of 
ecanning at defiance. 

In the Preface to bis Dictionary Armstrong states, " I 
do not propose to meddle, in this place, witli the keenly 
contested point, whether the Gaelic of the Highlands be the 
parent of the speech of Ireland. However, I may bo per- 
mitted to observe, that the Scotch Gaelic bears a closer 
resemblance to the parent Celtic, and has fewer inflections 
than the Welsh, Manx, or Irish dialects. It has this cir- 
cumstance loo, in common with the Hebrew, and other 
oriental languages, that it want« the aimple present tense ; 
B peculiarity which strongly supports the opinion, that the 
Gaelic of Scotaod is the more ancient dialect." This 
opinion respecting the want, or rather the omission, of the 
simple present tense he has taken from Dr. Stewart, and 
who, he says, settled the orthography of their language, or, 
in other words, formed a new ortography for their cormpled 
dialect, rather than be governed by their ancient MS9., 
such has been their mania for modern corruption. Now 
this point that he lays so strong an emphasis upon, in 
support of his argument, is not the fact, for we find the 
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simple present tense uaed in a printed Gaelic work, namely, 
Bishop CarBuel'a book published in 1667, as in the follow- 
ing passage. — "Qur ab Jn6 ia mian \e6 agas gur ab md 
ghnathuidkcas siad eachtradha dimhaoineacha luaidheartha, 
breagocha saoghalta do chumadb ar Thuathaibh Dedanand 
agas ar Mbacaibh Milesdh, agae ar na curadbaibb agae 
Fhind MacCnmhaill go na Fhianaibh," &c., that is, "They 
(the Scotch) desire and accustom themselrea more, to codi- 
poae, maintain, and cultivate idie, turbulent, lying, worldly 
stories concerning the Tuatb Dedanans, the sons of MOesius. 
the heroes, and concerniDg Finn Mac Camhall and his 
Fenians." In this passage the word gnathuidlieas is in the 
simple present tense, written by a Highland bishop in the 
16th century, when the Gaelic was spoken purely in the 
Highlands ; and this passage gives the lie direct to tiie 
aaaertions of Stewart and Armstrong, who, it would appear, 
loved their country better than truth, for they must, as 
authors, have seen this book. We also find in this passage 
the name of Finn Mac Cumhall, not Fingal as Macpborsou 
has it, for there is no gal in the original, unless he should 
have converted into one the names of two of the Fenian 
warriors, namely, Finn the son of Cumhall, and Gail or 
Goll the son of &lorna, which in that case would make Fin- 
gal. 

lu the year 17B0, Thomas Hill, an Englishman, made a 
tour through the Highlands of Scotland, during which he 
collected several Gaelic songs and poems which he pub- 
lished in 17S3. These were chiefly Irish compositions, and 
were of that class which Maepherson and hia supporters 
would have suppressed as they told against their fabri- 
cations. &]r. Hill has staled that all the Gaelic poems pro- 
serve<l in the Highlands, relative to Finn Mac Cunihaill 
and his Fiana, are Irish. They are wholly confined (he 
nays) to ihe western coast of the Highlands opposite Ireland, 
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ind the very Lrftditions of the country themselvea acknow- 
ledge the Fi&na to be originally Irish. 

Finkerton, a learned Scotch writer, who wrote an Eesay 
on the origin of Scotch poetry, has condemned the fabri- 
oationa of ^facphe^eoIl, aa opirased to the teatimonlea of 
establiehed historians of veracity. He says that all the 
traditional poemB and tales in the Highlands always repre- 
Bent Finn aa contemporary with St, Patrick, who flourished 
about A.D. 430, and that Oisin is said to have had fre- 
quent conversations with the Saint. " Macphersou's learn- 
ing (he adds) ia very ill digested, as Mr. Whitaker has 
ehewn the public ; yet, with all his ignorance of the ancient 
slate of bia own country, he has misled many." 

The Rev. Edward Daviee, a Welchman and Fellow of 
the Royal Society of London, wrote an Essay on the Poems 
of Ossian, which was published in London in 1835. He 
dedicated this work to Dr. Burgeaa, bishop of St. David's, 
and there were only 200 copies of it printed for the public. 
He had this Essay written 18 or 20 years previous to its 
publication, " since which," he says, " the ardour of public 
d<.>bate upon the poems of Osaian has, indeed, considerably 
subsided, but still Ossian is confidently (]uoted by many as 
historical authority." 

It would appear that Macpheraon's attack on the Welch 
language, and on the antiquity of Welch MS3., was the 
principal cause which induced Mr. Daviea to write on this 
Biibjoct, and he therefore exposes Macplierson's ignorance 
of history. " The first objection," he saya, " that forcibly 
presents itself upon the face of the work, is the glaring ap- 
pearance of anacrooisme ; or the incongruity of the events 
related with the age in which they are placed, or with any 
one historical age whatsoever." He also shows that the 
armour, towers, balls, wine, and the manners and customs 
described in Ossian, impress these poems with (lie glaring 
stamp of modern fiction. 



In the year 1804 Mr. Lalug, a Scotcli gentleman and s 
M.P., published a History of Scotland, in whioli he haa 
gi^en a Disaertation on the Poems of Osaian. He has 
cloarly shewn, from Macpherson's own admissions, that he 
had no originals, except the corrupted fragment-s which were 
collected by others aa well as by tiimself, and exposes the 
numberless errors he committed. Being a learned historian 
he detected his imitations of Homer and Virgil, of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures, and of many of the English and Scotch 
poets, and Las pointed out some passages that Macpherson 
copied almost verbatim from these works, in the manufac- 
ture of his poems of Ossian. 

While this controversy was carried ou among the Scotch, 
we find that some of our Irish writers also wielded their pens 
in support of their ancient history, and to expose the fabri- 
cations of Macpherson, Among the foremost of these was 
the venerable Charles O'Conor of Belanagare, who wrote 
several learned works on the History and Language of his 
country. 

In his Preface to Ogygia Vindicated, published in the 
year 1775, he says : — " Mr, Macpherson has on his appear- 
ance dtstinguiehed himself by translations of some Highland 
poems, the originals of which, he would have us believe, 
were the compositions of an illiterate Highland Bard of the 
third century. But be forgot to prove how those poems 
could, through a series of more than a thousand years, he 
preserved among an illiterate people; or how mere oral 
tradition, which taints every other human composition, and 
corrupts its stream as it flows, should prove a salt for keep- 
ing the works of Ossian sweet in their primitive purity. 
He foi^ot also to assign a reason how that illiterate Bard 
should be so descriptive of arts and customs uidiuown in his 
own age, and so silent of the rites and customs which pre- 
vailed in it. He may, perhaps, find it easy to give such 



problems a Bolntion, by Feferring^ ue to the insijiration of 
the ancient poets, who could foretell the future, and explain 
to their hearera what otherwise they could not onderetand. 
But we conceive that every critical reader will give a quite 
different solution, and not spare a moment for hesitation, 
in pronouncing these poems, mere modem compositions, 
collected by the industry, and shaped into form by the in- 
terpolations of the ingenious Editor." And again in a note 
he says : — " Some observations of Dr. Johnson, in hia Jour- 
ney to the Western lalea of Scotland, shed day-light on the 
birth and parentage of the poems ascribed to Ossian : he has 
discovered there, that the Earse, till very lately, was never 
a wi-itten language, and that there ia not in the world an 
Earse MS. a hundred years old. He concludes that the 
poems of Oaaian never exiated in any other form, than that 
in which &fr. Macpberson has given them, from the scraps 
of oral tradition of Fionn Mac Cumhall and his heroes, 
which are repeated every day among the people, in Ireland 
and in Scotland. Nothing, therefore, can be more ridicu- 
lous than the poor attereipta now made to impress the public 
with an idea, ihat these modem poems were compositions of 
the third century. In an advertisement published in the 
London Chronicle of January Slst, 1775, the advertiser de- 
clares he had the originals of Fingal and other poema of 
Oasian in his possession many months of the year 1762. 
[The advertiser was Macpberson 'a Publisher, at whose re- 
quest he made this statement]. But what originals (says 
O'Conor), — were they those of Uie Bard who died twelve 
hundred years ago, or Mr. Macpberson 's own ? To give 
the semblance of genuineness to such poems, as works of 
great authority, he must show that they are not given in 
the modern vulgar Earse, hut in a dialect nearly the same 
with the Gaelic found in books from the sixth to the six- 
teenth century." 



Gltarles OOonor was tlie beat tinelic scliol&r, in bis time, 
cither of Ireland or Scotland. He had some of the most 
ancieat MS3. of Ireland then in his poaaeasion, among 
others the Books of Ballymote, Glendalough, the Annals 
of the Four Mastera, and some as old as the 10th century ; 
and in these he had spedmens of the language spoken and 
written in Ireland, in the third, fourth, and fifth centuries. 
Some of these early compositions he translated into English, 
which may be seen in the Library of the Royal Irish Aca- 
demy ; and the originals of them are so antiquated that the 
generality of our Gaelic scholars cannot easOy comprehend 
them. It would, therefore, require more than a thousand 
affidavits taken before the Committee of the Highland So- 
ciety, to convince Charles O'Conor that the Gaelic poems 
given by Macpherson were the genuine compositions of the 
Caledonian Bard of the third century. He could not believe 
such an absurdity. The poems contained internal evidence 
to him that the Gaelic version was a modem vulgar fabri- 
cation ; and it is notorious that the poems of Ossian are not 
mentioned in any Scotch history a hundred years old. 

In the year 1784 Doctor Young, Fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege, Dublin, afterwards Bishop of Clonfert, who was an 
excellent Irish scholar, made a tour to the Highlands of 
Scotland, with the express view of collecting ancient Gaelic 
poems, and ascertaining, as far as possible, from what ma- 
terials Macpherson had fahricated his Ossian. This work 
was printed, and may be seen in the first volume of the 
Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, He states tliat 
he fortunately met with several of the Irish poems, which 
he copied letter for letter from the copies then current in 
the Highlands, and on which Macpherson founded some of 
his. " I acknowledge," he says, " that he has taken very 
great liberties with them ; retrencldng. adding, and altering 
as he judged proper, and until the actual originals are 
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produced, no man can toll what is Oiain's and wliat is Mac- 
pherson's. Until the very poems themselves iu their pri- 
mitive form, or such translationa aa have adhered faithiuUy 
to them, be published, it will certainly be impoBsible to 
distinguish the ancient from the modem, the real from the 
fictitious ; and therefore, however we may admire them as 
beautiful corapositiona, we can never rely on their authen- 
ticity, in any question of history, antiquity or criticism. 
Macpberson altered the date of hia originalB, as well as their 
matter and form, having given them a much higher anti- 
quity than they are really entitled to. On this ground he 
Buppresses all mention of 8t, Patrick, whose name fre- 
quently occurs in the originals from which he manufactured 
hia own, but occasionally alludes to him under the character 
of a Culdee ; for any mention of St. Patrick would have 
induced ua to suspect, that these were not the compositions 
of Osaian, but of those Filkaa (poets) who in later Umea 
committed to verse the traditional relations of hia esploita. 
When Macpherson professed to be merely a translator he 
was not justified to omit what appeared to him to he modern 
fabrications, and in their stead add passages of bis own, aa 
acknowledged by his own advocates : he should have neither 
added nor mutilated his originals, but ought to have per- 
mitted the world to judge in these cases for themselves." 
It may be here remarked that Macpherson neglected to 
' learn something of the history of the Culdeea, as they were 
; never known nor beard of in this part of Europe until the 
beginning of the 9tb century ; eo that bis introduction of a 
Guldee in place of St. Patrick was making bad worse. 
I The term he makes use of is Culdkk, which he states sig- 
I oitieB a sequestered person, bat had he consulted the histories 
of his own country he could have diaoovored that they have 
' it Celedeus and Culedeut. In the original Irish it is writ- 
ten Ce'ile De, which means the companion or disciple of 



God, or a person totally renouuring Uie service oi' thia 
world. 

Dr. Young states that the Earse was not a written lan- 
guage till within a few years of the time he was there, and 
therefore there were no means of forming any etandard for 
the writer, and the orthography depended on hia own fancy ; 
and, as may be aeen by the publications at Perth, the beauty 
of Earse orthography was riglitly thought to consist in its 
conformity with Irish, He says that Dr. Biair's criticisms 
are fitted to Macpherson's English, and not to the originals 
collected by himself and those published at Perth by Gillie, 
with which Dr. Blair bad no acquaintance. 

Dr. Young points out the poems in his collection from 
which Macpherson took some of his materials; and in com- 
paring the Iriab copies in the Library of Trinity College 
with the Scotch fragments and the poems published at Perth 
in 1786, he found that the most perverse industry had been 
employed to corrupt and falsify the genuine Irish text, to 
moke it accord with Macpherson's fabrications. Every 
thing was done which It was possible to eSect by suppres- 
sion, addition and falsification, to give plausibility and cur- 
rency to the grand imposition. 

One of the professors of the University of Glasgow, 
having entertained some doubts of the authenticity of the 
translation by Macpherson, wrote to Mr. Mac Arthur, 
Minister of Md!1, requesting that he would send him some 
of the originals from which the translation had been made. 
Mac Arthur sent him four fragments as extracts from the 
genuine poems, as he called them, but in these extracts he 
altered some passages, and wherever he found any word 
that would show they related to Ireland, he omitted them 
and substituted others. The actual original poems from 
which these fragments were copied were discovered by 
Dr. Young, and he exposed the fraud which Mac Arthur 
iropoaed on the Professor. 




Dr. Young, in reviewing these Irish poems, wanJerinp; 
tlirougli the Ilighlanils, nnd comparing the portions oi' 
them which hore & similarity Co the passages io Macpher- 
sod's, gives it as his opinion that the Toundation of his 
poems is much uairower than might otherwiae be suspected. 
Two of the extracts sent by Mac Arthur were copied from 
the poem current in Ireland as Laoi Mhanuis Mhoir, or 
Ihe Lay of Magnus the Great, of which, he says, there is 
B beautiful copy in Trinity College Library, and a mutilated 
copy in the Perth edition. The tturd extract was taken 
from Alarbh Rann Os^air, or the Dying Speech of Osgar, 
son of Oisin, on the battle field of Gaura fought in Meath, 
and of which there is a. fine copy in Trinity College 
Library. Dr. Young also points out the names occurring 
in these poems that were altered by Macpheraon and his 
supporters ; as for instance Dcarg to Dergo, Conn to 
(.'uthon, and so on. The fact is, Macpherson retained so 
much of the ideas, images, expressions, and several of the 
names, with slight alterations, which occur in the Irish 
poeina, that an Irishman who heard these recited by the 
Shanachies, might imagine that some of Macpherson'a 
poema were actual translations of what he had heard in the 
Irish, This has been clearly shewn by Dr. Young ; and a 
strong illustration of it has been lately communicated to 
me by my friend Lord George Hill, who states that the late 
(Jolonel Shaw, Secretary to the Marquess Wellesley, told him 
that when a boy he had gone to London, and white staying 
with a Iriend, an old lady read to him some of Macpherson 's 
Ossian, which was then much in vogue; and be astonished 
her much by saying — " I have heard all those stories before 
from my nurse in Ireland, who related them in the original 
Irish." 

Theophilus O'Flanagan, a Scholar of Trinity College, 
Dublin, and eminent for his superior knowledge of the 
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language aiitl history of Ireland, also wrute some 3lric,tures 
on Macpherson'a poems. O'FlanagnutrniiBlated and edited 
some of our ancient works, which appeared in the 
Transactions of the Dublin Gaelic Society, published in 
1808. Among these are Mac Brodin'a poem containing 
bis Advice to a Prince, and also the Tale of Deirdre, on 
which latter Macpherson founded hia poem of Dartbnla. 
In this work he obaerves on the poems of Oisin. — "We 
have, he says, a wonderful instance of the preservation of 
some fragments of our ancient poetry, without the assis- 
tance of letters, in the traditional memory of the Albanian 
Scots, the descendants of a colony sent from Ireland in the 
sixth century, with whom our language has long ceased to 
be written tiJl lately, and even now but cormptly. I mean 
the fragments of Oisin, the feigned translation of which 
gave celebrity to Mr. Mncpheraon, whose visionary history 
built upon them, I consider now as utterly exploded. We 
have many written and some traditional remains of poems 
attributed to Oisin, and the preservation of any fragments 
of them, in the traditional memory of the Albanian 8cots 
still inhabiting the Highlands, ia an obvious proof, sur- 
passing volames of conjecture, of their very great antiquity. 
But this makes not by any meana for Macpherson's airy 
system, as the original migration from Ireland, and the 
introduction of some of its old poeti^- into modern Scotland 
or Albany is (and always has been by the general mass) 
universally acknowledged by the well informed of his coun- 
trymen, to the utter rejection of hia fabricated story. For 
the credit of his talents, however perverse their application, 
we should not omit observing, that, from scanty and dis- 
figured original materials, he has compiled and left to pos- 
terity a laating monument of his genius. Let not this 
tribute of praise, however, encourage the prejudiced of that 
nation, to palm on an enlightened age, the detected 
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forgei'iea of a uioJerii corrupt dialect, as the admirable 
effusions of ancient geiiiua. No longer let the erudition and 
reepeetable talents of a Stuart(Author of a Gaelic Grammar) 
be exerted to give stability to barbarism ; while the fair field 
of investigating the lucid beauties, the sublime force, and 
the accurate and improved elegance of the venerable mother 
tongue, court the acquaintance of his critical eontem- 
plationa. Away with the imposture that deluded the 
genius of Blair, that led astray the researches of Wbitaker 
(Author of the History of Manchester), and has long im- 
posed on the learned world as ' Tales of other Times,' — 
the modern fictions of Albano-Scotic fabrication. I have 
been lately informed (he adds) that some private corres- 
pondence of Macpherson himself, has been communicated 
to the Gaelic Society of the Highlands, acknowledging the 
imposition of this English publication, with the attempt of 
translating it into modern Earae." 

It is stated that, in a letter to a private friend, Mac- 
pherson made this acknowledgment, and it was inferred he 
would rather be considered an author than a mere trans- 
lator of Gaelic poems, but he well knew that such a 
disclosure at the time, would ruin his character and interest 
with the public. 

In his Proem on the Tale of Deirdre, O'Flanagan remarks 
that, — "The story of Deirdre, denominated by the Irish 
writers 'The tragical Fate of (be sons of Uenagh', is the 
foundation of Macpherson 's Darthula, which, however, he 
manufactured by omissions and interpolations to suit hia 
own views. The Committee of the Highland Society gave 
extracts from his tale in their report in 1805, but it appears 
from their /ac ^milc plate that their extracta were given 
Irom an ancient Irish M3., which they had then in their 
possession. Macpherson has committed several anachron- 
isms in his fabricated version of this story. For instance. 
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he has made Conor Mac Naaa, king of Ulster, and his cele- 
brated knigbta, Cnchullin and Conall Cearnach, who 

flourished in the first century, coteraporaneous with Finn 
the eon of Cumhall, who lived in the tliird age." 

In a note on the battle of Moylena, O'FlanEigan aays, — 
" The story is finely told in Irish, and has not escaped the 
notice of Macpherson. Here indeed, he is not guilty of 
anachronism, but of historic falaehood." And again, in 
treating of the origin of the Scots of Albany, he hoe this 
paeeage. " All this, (he says) is incouteatible historic 
truth, notwithstanding the fictitious reveries of Buchanan, 
Fordun, M'Kenzie, Macpberson, and others, to discredit 
our history, which is not to be refuted hy such groundless 
anil airy presumption. Away then with those fabricationB 
framed for silly motives, or for interested and unworthy pur- 
posea. Let us both, modem Scotch and Irish, pursue the 
more honourable end of preserving the valuable remains of 
our ancient literature, which was of yore, and may again 
be, our common property." 

Doctor O'Conor, one of the most learned men of Europe, 
translated into Latin several of our Annals and other 
ancient Irish compositions, which appear in his great 
literary work, entitled "Kerum flibernicarnm Scriptorea 
Veteres," published at Buckingham, iu four large quarto 
Tolumes, between the years 1814 and 1826. In the first 
volume he has severely criticised Macpherson's poems 
of Ossian, but the arguments used by him have been, for 
the most part, adopted hy other writers. He states that 
the Scotch compositions are in style more corrupt than the 
common vernacular language of the Irish, and are both 
in sound and appearance equally ofiensive to the ears and 
the eyes of the learned. The Doctor alluded to the poems in 
possession of the Highland Society, containing more than 
11,000 verses of those fabrications. In these poems the 
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OTl'hography is adapted to the vulgar pronunciation, and the 
letters R, W, X, Y, Z, which are never used in genuine Irish 
compositions, eyery where meet the eye. Several worda 
are nsed in Macpherson's Gaelic translations, which ajre 
neither Irish nor Earse, bat corraptions of Latin and 
thtplis/i terms. 

Although the Irish writers were not so well supported 
by the wealth and influence of their countrymen, as those 
of Scotland were, still, whenever an opportunity offered, 
they did not neglect to record their verdict against 
Macpherson's irapositiona. Accordingly, we find Edward 
O'Reilly, author of an Irish Dictionary and Grammar, 
give hia testimony on this subject. He wrote a chronolo- 
gical account of nearly four hundred Irish writers, com- 
mencing with the earliest account of Irish history, and 
carried down to the year 1750. This work was printed in 
the Transactions of the Ibemo-Celtic Society for 1820, and 
in it be baa given specimens of the earliest compositions in 
the language, copied from ancient Irish M33. still extant. 
At A.M. 3950, or about 50 years before the Christian era, 
he has given an account of Neide and Ferceirtne, who, on 
the death of Forchern, chief Professor of Emaoia, con- 
tended for the chair in a literary disputation, which they 
carried on in a work entitled Agallamh an da Skuadh, or 
the Dialogue of the two Sages, and in this work they 
respectively set forth the qualifications necessary for an 
Oltamh or chief Professor. "Two very ancient copies of 
this tract (says O'Reilly) are in the Library of Trinity 
(jollege. The language is the Be'arla Feni or Phenioian 
dialect of the Irish, and appears to be of the period lu 
which it is ascribed; and the puhltcation of it would, pro- 
Imbly, prove a fact, more to the literary credit of ancient 
Albion, than all that the Highland Society have been able 
1(1 produce on the subject of the poems of Ossian." 




At A.D. 250 he haa given an account of Corraac son of 
Art, monarch of Ireland at that period. Connac caused 
t]ie Paalter of Tare to be complied, aa the depository of the 
Records of tbe nation, which work, Dr. O'Conor affirms, 
was in the posaesaion of Cormae Mac Cullonan, ArchbiBhop 
of Cashel and King of Mnnstor in the tenth century, as he 
frequently referred to it in hia Paalter of Cashel. A copy 
of Cormnc's Psaltflr, made in the fifteenth century from 
the original then ext&ot, is now in the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford. 

Cormae Mac Art (or Bon of Art) wrote some Laws of 
which there are copies in Trinity College, Dublin, which 
are now being translated by order of Government, He 
also wrote Inatruetions for Ms Son Cairbre Lifeachair or 
Carbery of the Liffey, who succeeded him on the throne of 
Ireland. These instructions are called Teagasg rioglidha 
or Royal Precepts, of which a copy is preserved in the Book 
of Leacan, and another in an ancient and very valuable 
vellum MS., heretofore the property of the late Sir William 
Botham. " This tract (eays O'Reilly) occupying six folio 
pages, closely written, is carried on by way of dialogue 
between Carbry and Cormae, in which the former asks the 
opinion of the latter upon different subjects, relative to 
government and general conduct, and Cormae, in his re- 
plies, gives precepts that would do honor to a Christian 
Divine." 

O'Reilly adds, — " It may not, perhaps, he improper to 
observe that Cormae was the father-in-law of the famous 
Finn Mac Cumhall, General of the fiana Eirionn or the 
Fenians of Erin, and father of Oisin the Poet ; and con- 
eeijucntly, if the genuine poema of Oiain were extant, iheir 
language would be the same aa that of Cormac's works, 
which are nearly unintelligible to the generality of Iriali 
readera, and completely so to the vulgar. The language of 



those poems which the Highland Society have given to the 
world as the originals of Oisin, is the living language of 
Highlanders of the present day, and if properly spelled and 
read by an Irish scholar, would be intelligible to the most 
illiterate peasant in Ireland, A comparison of the language 
of Cormac and of the Scotch Oisin, might probably go far 
towards ascertaining the period in which the mghland Card 
waa bom." 

In the year 1827, the Royal Iriah Academy offered a 
prize for the beat Essay on the poema of Oasian. The 
Bubject proposed by the Academy waa aa follows — " To 
investigate the authenticity of the Poema of Oasian, both 
as given in Macpherson's translation, and as pnbliahed in 
Gaelic, London 1807, under the sanction of the Highland 
Society of London ; and on the supposition of such poems 
not being of recent origin, to assign the probable era and 
country of the original poet or poeta." 

The prize was awarded, in the year 1839, to an Essay 
written by Dr, Drummond, Librarian of the Royal Irish 
Academy, which appears in the I6th volume of their trans- 
actions. The Doctor, after quoting a number of authorities 
in opposition to Macpherson's poems, concludes on this 
bead, with these remarks, that — "it might be supposed that 
euch able exposures would have brought the queation to a 
conclusion, and aflbrd truth a triumph in the complete 
extinction of all further belief in the authenticity of the 
Scotch Ossian. But some were still found, and the race is 
not yet extinct, who remained obstinately attached to their 
Srat opinion, so hard is it to eradicate established error, or 
expel a favourite prepoaseasion," 

" Had the poenas of Macpherson been left to rest on 
their own intrinsic merit (as original compositions of his 
own) they would long since have sunk into oblivion. They 
derived whatever interest they poaseaaed from their supposed 
antiquity. But since it failed Macpheraon's supporters to 
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prove tha autfaenlicily of the Gaelic original, tbey havo 
been graduUy declining in public eatimation, and are re- 
garded now only as a curioua composition, deriving an 
adventitious interest from the literary controversies to 
whicii they have given birth." 

In this Essay Dr. Drummond criticises in a learned 
manner the arguments put forward by Dr. Blair, Sir John 
Sinclair, Dr. Graham, and other eupportera of Macpher- 
eon, and most lucidly demonatraies that their hypothesiaeB 
and futile conjecturea are altogether untenable in the judg- 
ment of any literary man of discernment. He has shewn 
that Macpherson's translations into Gaelic, from his own 
original English, were in many instances improved by 
himself; and others, of his supporters, made corrected 
versions of the same, and then referred to these versions as 
the originals ; and compared onejabrication with the other 
/abrication as authorities. 

A gentleman of the name of Boss made another trans- 
lation of Macpherson's pseudo original, in which he bus 
pointed out the imperfections of Macpherson's translation, 
althongh that the real original was Macpherson's own com- 
position in the English, from which the translation was 
made into modem corrupt Gaelic. 

Doctor Drummond has displayed his varied learning, 
and extensive reading, in pointing out the very passages 
which Macpheraon copied from other works ; such as 
Homer, Virgil, Juvenal, Ovid and Tibullus, whose lines 
(saya Laing) were literally transcribed by Macpherson, 
He also ahows that he drew largely on Milton, Gray and 
other poets, and his quotptions from the Sacred Scrijiturca 
are innumerable, upon which the Doctor remarks — "' a 
muUiludo of similar passages might be ijuoted, in which 
we at once perceive not only the ideas, but the very words 
of Scripture ; and yet shall we be told they are not 



imitations ? I'logiarUms, indeed, would be a more fitting 
appellation." 

UpOD tlic repetition of words and phrases adapted to tha 
wild scenery of the Highlands he remarks — " Considering 
the paucity of Macpherson's ideas and origiual images, it ia 
truly astonishing how his poems ever acquired any degree 
of popularity. He repeats the same image a thousand 
times, and presents it in every variety of attitude, and in 
every hue of the prism. The aun, the moon, tbe stars, 
meteors, clouds, vapours and mists, wind, light and dark- 
ness, grey stones and mossy towers, spears, helmets, and 
shields, are all confounded together in every page. The 
miud is at first dazzled and amused with this new species of 
poetical mosaic, but soon becomes satiated with its constant 
aameness and inutility. We read whole pages, nay whole 
poems, and when we have done cannot tell what we have 
been reading about. We seem to be wrapt in that eternal 
mist, which must have been the source of Macpherson's 
iuspiratioii, the element in which he breathed, and of which 
his poetical world is composed." Dr. Drummond then 
gives a list of these oft repeated terms, of which it would 
seem Macpberson had a vocabulary of his own ; and under 
the head of half-doing things, such as. he half-un sheathed 
his sword, half-formed, half-enlightened, half- finished, &c., 
one might infer that in the daya of Ossian all things were 
only half done. 

" There does not exist (saya the Doctor) in the whole 
nighlands one who can repeat one poem of Macpherson's 
Ossian, for the reason that they are not in proper rhyme, 
and are a heterogeneous and chaotic mass of bombastic 
epithets and poetic scraps." 

Macpheraon not being a Gaelic poet waa unable to give 
that rhythmical cadence, in hie versified translation from 
his original English, which is observable in all the com- 
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positions of the ancient Barde, tliat it would be almoat an 
impossibility for any one to retain tbetn in memory, aa 
was tbe caae with the old inhabitants of Ireland and Scot- 
land, wbo in consequence of tbe smooth measure in which 
the poems of Oiain were composed, could repeat them in 
Buccesaion, aa if they were so many aonga adapted tomuaio. 

Doctor Drummond remarks on the era of Ossian, that 
Macpherson's statements regarding it are loose and intan- 
gible. Some of Ills names of persons (he says) are found 
in our Fenian Tales ; but the great source from which he 
drew, is Toland's History of the Druida. From this history, 
Laing observes, — " his names and exptanattona are trans- 
cribed verhation." 

" Macpheraon (he says) conscious of bis own literary 
crimes, takes every opportunity of vilifying our Irish 
historians, that by destroying their credibility, be may 
establish his own ; and at the very time he is pilfering 
names and incidents from their writings, to work into his 
own heterogeneous tissue of falsehoods, he turns upon them 
with matchless ingratitude, and accuses them of the very 
enormities which he is himself committing. Of all literary 
impostors, Macpherson has a just claim to precedence." 

Edward O'Reilly, author of the beat Dictionary published 
of the Irish language, and whom I have already quoted, also 
wrote an Essay on the same subject proposed by tbe Royal 
Irish Academy, which is printed in continuation of Dr. 
Drnmmond's, in the Academy's Transactiona. O'ReUly 
and some other Irish Scholars, were of opinion that his 
Essay was more entitled to the prize, aa having so thoroughly 
established, by internal evidences, the modern fabrication 
of Macpherson's Qaelic poems of Ossian ; but the classic 
Members of tbe Academy recognised tbe superior learning 
of a profound scholar, displayed in every page of Dr. 
Drunimond'a Essay, and they accordingly adjudged it ihe 
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prize, aa a mark of their appreciatioa of the learned critic's 
pre-eminence. 

The following few estracts from O'Reilly's Esaay may 
tJirow some additional light on Macpherson's foigeriefl. 

" No writer (he Baya) of Scottish history, before the daya 
of MacpLeraon, ever mentioned such persona as Trenmor, 
Trathal, Comhall, or Fingal, as kings of Scotland ; and as 
they are mentioned in the poems of Ossian it is an internal 
proof of their being fabricated." 

" Macpherson hEis made different facts in the history of 
Ireland, and in popular taica of the Irish, subservient to 
his own purposes, transferring the persons of one period to 
another, sometimes giving the real name, sometimes with a 
alight change, and sometimes inventing new names and 
persons, which were never before heard of either in Irish 
or Scottish history." 

"The Committee of the Highland Society applied to 
the executors of Macpherson to know if he had left behind 
him any of those M(jS. fVom which he had made his trana- 
lalions. The reply of Mac Kenzie, who had been the 
trustee, was clear and decisive, that there n-ere no auch 
ancient books to he found; none but what were in the 
hand-writing of Macpherson himself or of others whom be 
had employed, and it appears that even those were copies 
of the poems of the Irish Oisin." 

"The total neglect of all the rules of Gaelic prosody, 
in every page of the Gaelic poema of Ossian, should, alone, 
be sufficient to prove beyond dispute, that those ao-called 
originals are modern forgeries, manufactured within the 
last thirty years by James Macpherson, or procured to be 
manufactured by that person, or hia executors, to save him 
or them from the legal proceedings instituted by the 
Highland Society of London, for the recovery of one 
thousand pounda, received from that body by Macpheraon, 
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on the false pretence of publiahiag the originale of his 
Ossjau." 

" If Macpheraon's Gaelic poemB were old they would be 
correct m their versification, but in which they are entirely 
defective. Had tbey been composed near the time assigned 
to them they would be now unintelligible to the generality 
of Gaelic scholars ; certainly so to those who had not 
made ancient Irish MSS. their particular study." 

" The Gaelic poems of IVf acpheraon contain in them the 
substance stolen from the Irish poems, but those who stole 
the ideas were afraid to use the language of the originals. 
That would, they thought, at once discover the theft, and, 
to prevent that, they were obliged to have recourse to a 
modern orthography, a base dialect, and to renounce all 
claims to any thing resembling Gaelic verse." 

In conclusion, he says—'" We can scarcely believe that 
these facts will ever be controverted ; but if they should 
be opposed by plausible argument, contrived by ihe in- 
genuity of the advocates for the authenticity and antiquity 
of Macpherson's Oasian, we would lieg to remind those in- 
genious gentlemen, that nothing less than positive proofs of 
both will answer their purpose. Ingenious and artful argu- 
ments may amuse, but it is proof, positive proof only, 
that can convince." 

The poems of Oiain, the celebrated Irish Bard of the third 
century, will form the subject of my next and concluding 
paper. ^ . 



ON THE FIANS OF ERIN AND THE P0EM3 OP 
OISIN, THE CELEBRATED BARD. 



"The era," says Dr. Drummond, "of Finn and the 
Fenians is ae distinctly marked in Irish history as any other 
event which it records." I hope I ahall be able to prove the 
correctness of this statement. 

We are informed, in the Annala of the FourMaatere, that 
Finn O'Baoisgne was killed at a place called Ath-Brea, 
on the banks of the Boyne, A.D. 283, by a chief of the 
Lugnians of Tora, a tribe from whom the barony of Lune 
took its name ; and Ms grandson, Osgar, the son of Oisin. 
was slain by Carbre Lifeachar (of the Liffey), monarch of 
Ireland, in the battle of Gaiira, A.D. 28i. 

The pedigrees of Finn, Oiain, GoU, and all the Fenian 
chiefs, are recorded in the Books of Bal]jmote,Leacan, and 
that of Duald Mac Firbia, with as much apparent accuracy 
na those of the O'Briens, O'Neilla, or any other Irish family. 
It is stated in these MS9. that Finn, the son of Cumhall, 
was descended from Baiagne, from whom the Feninns of 
Leinslcr took the name of the Clan of Baiag^e, was 
descended from Nuada Nacht, monarch of Ireland about a 
century before the Christian era. The name of Finn's 
mother was Mum Muncaem, daughter of Teige, of a princely 
family of Bregia, in Meatli, and it is said that in her 
right he inherited the principality of Almain, now Allen, 
in the County of Kildare, where he had his chief residence. 
Mac Firbia, who was the beat antiquary of Ireland in his 
time, from whom O'Flaherty, authorof the Ogygia, received 
instruction, and who also assisted Sir James Ware in his 
antiiinarian researches, states, in bie great book of Pedigrees, 



on the authority of an ancient pecorJ called the Book of 
Airifl, that Finn fell A.D.1!83, heingthe year previous to 
that in which the death of Carhre occurred. Theseoond wife 
of Finn was Ailbe (or, according to others, Aille), daughter 
of the monarch Cormac, eon of Art, son of Con of the hun- 
dred battles, who mounted the throne of Ireland A.D. SS7. 
Oisin was the eon of Finn ; and another aon of hia, as stated 
by O'Flanagan, was Fergus, who was always atyled by Irisli 
writers the Bard of the Fenians, and there are many aa- 
cient copies of hia poems to be seen in the libraries of the 
Eoyal Irish Academy and Trinity College, Dublin. 

Mac Firbis informs us that there were several chiefs of 
the name of Finn prior to Finn, the aon of Cumhall, and 
that some of them were of the Firbolg or Belgic race of 
Tara and Offaley, whom he calls Athach Tuath (anglicised 
Attacots by some writers), and that this was one of the 
three tribes from which the chiefs of the Fenians were 
elected ; for he states that the chief commander was chosen 
for bis excellence in activity and feats of arms. 

This military force was instituted before the Christian 
era, and bad attained its greatest perfection in power and 
influence in the reign of King Cormac, in the third century. 
It was then considered as the national militia of Ireland, 
and none were admitted into the body but select men 
of the greatest activity, strength, stature, perfect form, and 
valour ; and, when the force was complete, it consisted of 
seven Catka — that is, batlalions or legions, — each battalion 
containing three thousand men : making 21,000 for each 
of the five provinces, or about one hundred thousand well 
disciplined men in time of war for the entire kingdom. 
Each of the provincial forces had its own chief commander, 
or general. Finn, the son of Cumhall, as King of the 
Fenians, was commander-in-chief of the entire army, in the 
reign of Cormac ; and, although the monarch of Ireland 
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for tie time being waa to have control over all tlieir move- 
ments, yet they often resisted bia autliority. A commander 
waa also appointed over every tboiisand of these troope, 
and each Catk, ot battalion, bad its bands of muBicians 
and bards to animate the men in battle and celebrate their 
feat8 of arms. 

The military weapons used by the Fenians were sworda, 
spears, darts, javelins, the battle-axe, slinga, bows, and 
arrows, many specimens of which — dug out of the earth in 
varioua parts of Ireland — may be seen in the Dublin 



The atandards and banners of the Fenians were made of 
Sr6l, which term O'Reilly explains, in Ms Dictionary, by 
the words silk or satin; but it ia believed by others to signify 
fine linen. These standards are described in one of the 
poems ascribed to Oiain, entitled " The Lay of the Sixteen 
Chiefs ; or, the Cattle Prey of Tara," whicli I have trans- 
lated. They were of various colours — blue, green, red, 
and wliite, and bore representations of various trees, 
animals, military weapons, and musical instruments, such 
as the yew tree, the mountain ash, the Irish wolf-dog, the 
deer, apeara, pipes, &c, These standards also bore signifi- 
cant names, and that of Finn was called Gal-Greine, 
signifying Ream of the sun, or sun-burst, and on it waa 
represented the sun and its rays. 

The military dress of the Fenian Militia was of various 
colours. The Booka of Leucan and Ballymote, compiled 
in the fourteenth century from ancient manuacripts — such 
aa the Psalter of Cashel, the Book of Qlendalough, and 
several others — inform us that in the reign of Tigeammas, 
monarch of Ireland, cloths were first dyed purple, blue, 
and green ; and that he established the custom of using 
one colour in a slave's garment ; two in that of a soldier ; 
three in the apparel of military ofiioera and young noble- 
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men ; t'cuir in tiiat ol' a Biatach, or one who hud lands from 
tlie crown for the maintenance of a lable for strangera and 
travellers ; five in that of lords of districts ; and sii in the 
dresB of an ollav, or chief Professor ; and in that of tlie 
King and Queen seven. He also introduced the wearing 
of gold and silver ornaments, and many specimena of such 
— and of very great value — may be seen in the Museum of 
the Royal Irish Academy. 

" This law of the number of colours in the oUav's gar- 
ments," says Charles O'Conor, in his Dissertations on the 
History of Ireland, "did more towards gaining esteem and 
respect than all the golden trappings of tlie East ; and yet 
cost nothing. It produced a noble emulation among men 
of letters, who, on approving themselves skilled in the 
Fileaoht — that is, in the arts and sciences of the land — 
received the vesture of six coiours. 

"The fashion of this vesture was so admirably adapted 
to the manners of a martial nation, that it received very 
little clinnge through all ages. It helped to display action, 
and exhibited the actor in the moat advantageous manner. 
One piece covered the legs and thighs of the wearer closely. 
The Braccon (striped or parti-coloured), or piece annexed, 
was BO conveniently contrived as to cover the breast better 
tlian modern dress, while the cloee sleeves gave the soldier 
all the advantages he could require in the use of his arms. 
Tlie covering of the head, or Bared, was made of the same 
Btuff and rose eonically, like the cap of a modern grena- 
dier, (or, rather, in the style of the old Phrygian bonnet.) 
1 have seen a representation of these dresses in the carvings 
on the tomb of Fedlim O'Connor, King of Connaught, at 
Roscommon (he died A.D, 1265), and the remains of this 
species of apparel are Btill preserved in the Highlands of 
Scotland." 

It may be doubted by eome that tlie Irish were ac- 



quainted with tbe maDufaclure of cloth at an early period. 
The Earl of Charlemont, in a paper written in 1786, which 
appears in the first Toluine of tbe Tranaactions of the Royal 
Irish Academy, proved from a paaaage of an ancient 
Florentine poet, and other authorities, that this country 
exported her w'ooUen fabrics to Italy in the fourteenth 
cenlury, when such manufacture was unknown in England. 
The Italian poem, from which Lord Charlemont quotes, was 
composed before the year 1364, and is entitled Dittamondi 
or Data Mundi. The passage which relates to the 
woollen manufacture of Ireland is to the following 
effect :— " In like manner wo pass into Ireland, which 
among us Ib worthy of renown for the excellent serges that 
she sends us." After quoting several other authors in 
corroboration of this passage. Lord Charlemont says : — ■ 
" From all these several facts, and particularly from the 
passage of our author, we may fairly cooclude that Ireland 
was posaeesed of an extensive trade in woollens at a very 
early period, and long before that commodity was an article 
of English export. Manufactures are slow in being 
brought to that degree of perfection wliich may render them 
an object coveted by distant countries, especially where the 
people of those countries have arrived at a high degree of 
polish; and if, in the middle of the fourteenth century, the 
serges of Ireland were eagerly songht after, and worn with 
B preference, by the polished Italians, there can be no doubt 
that the fabric had been established for a very long time 
before that period." Evidently those serges must have 
been of mixed or varions colours, and were, probably, 
similar to the plaids and tartans of the present time. 

The Book of Howth, a MS. of the fifteenth century, and 
now in Lambeth Library, London, gives some interesting 
account of the Fenians. "In Ireland," it states, "there 
were soldiers called Fiaoa Eirionn, appointed to keep tha 
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aea coMt, fearing foreign invasion or foreign princes to 
enter the realm. The namee of the commandera of these 
soldiers were Fionn, son of Cumhall, Coloilion, Caoilte, 
Osgar SOD of Oisin, Dermod O'Duibhne, GoU Mac Moma 
and divers others." 

Pinlierton, in his " Inquiry into the History of Scotland," 
says of Finn and hia forces, that " he seems to have been a 
man of great talents for the age, and of celebrity in anna. 
Hia formation of a regular standing army, trained to war, 
in w!iich all the Irish accounta agree, seems to have been a 
rude imitation of the Roman legions in Britain. The idea, 
though aimple enough, shows prudence, for such a force 
alone could have coped with the Bomana had they invaded 
Ireland." 

The Book of Ballymota givea an aocoont of a battle 
fought A. D. 190, between Con of the hundred battles, 
monarch of Ireland, and Eogan More, otherwise called 
Mogh Nuad, King of Munster. The cause of tbia battle 
was as followa ; — The monarch having appointed Crimthan, 
8on of Niacorb, as King of Leinster, Crimthan endea- 
voured to exclude from power the posterity of Cahir More, 
who were till then in the sovereignty of Leinster, At this 
time Cumhall, the father of Finn, was commander of tbe 
CIanofBaiBpme,or the Leinster warriors, and having formed 
the project of dethroning the monarch Con, and restoring 
the race of Cahir More, he communicated his intention to 
Eogan More, who promised him hia assistance. Whereupon 
Cumhall collected Ma forces, and being joined by the 
Heberiana of Munster, headed by tbeir King, both armiea 
marched to oppose Con. The monarch, having collected 
all bis forces, both armies fought a memorable battle at a 
place called Cnucha, in Moy Liffey, now snpposed to be 
Castleknock, in the vicinity of Dublin, in which many 
thousands were slain on both aides ; but the victory was at 
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length won by the army of the uionarch Con, chiefly 

through the valour of the celebrated warrior Goll, the BOn 

of Moma, who commanded the Clan of Moma, or Con- 

nBught forces, and slew the heroic Cmnhall in single com- 

I -bat. A full account of this battle is recorded in a Fenian 

■ work entitled Catk-Cmicka, or the battle of Cnnca, of which 

there are copies in several public libraries, and in the hands 

' of many Irish scholars. 

The death of Cumhall by the hand ofGoU in this battle, 
was the cause of frequent contentions between the Clan of 
Baisgne and the Clan of Morna, which are often alluded to 
in the poems of Oisin, and ultimately proved the destruction 
of those military forces. The following is from an old MS. 
in the Library of the Royal Irish Academy relative to Finn 
and his strife with the Clan of Morna, which has been quo- 
ted by Dr. Drummond ia his Essay on the Poems of 
Ossian. 

" Carbre Lifeachar, the son of King Cormac, obtained the 
crown, and was called Lifeachar because be was fostered 
near the river Liffey in Leinster. This monarch was 
killed in the battle of Gaura which was fought upon this 
occasion." 

"There were two principal septa of the Fiana of Ireland 

—the Clan of Morna and the Clan of Baisgne. This Baia- 

[ gne was the ancestor of Cumhall, who was Finn's father, 

f commonly called Finn the son of Cumhall Finn bad a 

■on and daughter. The daughter was called Samhair, and 

a married to Cormac Cas, King of Munster. the ancestor 

I of the O'Briens of Thomond. By her Cormac Cas bad 

I three sons. Tine, Conla, and Mogba Corb, a name which 

Ifignifiea the chief of the chariot. This Mogba Corb was 

■ King of Munster in the reign of the monarch Carbre. 

I Fmn's son was Oisin, and was head of the clan of Baisgne, 

who, falling at difference with the Clan of Moma, was pro- 



fected and aasisted by Mogba Corb, bis aJster'e hatband. 
The Clan of Morna, who were then the monarch's mercenary 
Boldiere, were headed by Aedh Coemh, or Hugh the Mild, 
Bon of Garaigh Glandubh (op, of the Black Knee), Bon of 
Moma, assisted and backed by the monarch Carbre ; so 
that this civil war continued between the Fiana for seven 
years ; and at length the Clan of Moma provoked the 
monarch and the other princes of Ireland to war npon 
Mogba Gorb, King of MnoBter, because he protected the 
Clan of Baiagne, hoping by that means that they should 
be deserted by the King of Munster, and so be utterly ex- 
pelled the kingdom, which the monarch did, although that 
Oisin was his sister's sou. But the King of Munster ad- 
hered faithfully to the Clan of Baisgtie, and consequently 
followed the Battle of Gaura, wherein the monarch Garbre 
was slain, after he had reigned twenty-aeven years." 

Tbe following accoant of the battle of Gaura has been 
collected from various Irish MS8, : — 

After the death of Finn, whose remains it is stated were 
bnried on tbe top of Slieve Cuailgne, now Slieve-Gullion, 
in tbe county Armagh, tbe Feniana were commanded by 
his son Oisin ; and at the time of the Battle of Gaura, 
Osgar, the son of Oisin, commanded tbe Fenian forces. 
The army of Munster, commanded by Mogha Corb, and 
by his son Fear Corb, or the hero of the chariot, was com- 
posed of the Clan Deagba of Desmond and the Dal-Cas of 
Tbomond, joined by tbe Fenians of Leinater. Tbe army 
of the monarch Carbre was composed of tbe Royal forces 
of Mcath and the men of Ulster, together with the Clan of 
Morna, or the Connaught warriors, commanded by Hugh, 
King of Connaugbt, son of Garaidh, and grandson of Moma 
of the Fir-Bolg or Belgic colony. Tbe Munster forces and 
the Fenians of Lcinster marched to Meatb, and (says the 
Book of Howth), came to Garristown, and tbey, perceiving 
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their enemies so nigh, embattled themselves there; and after 
having kiseed the ground and given a great cry, as their 
manner was, of which cry that name was given Baile- 
Gaura, or Garristowa — the word Gara in Irish signifying 
cries or ahout^,— one of the most furious battles recorded in 
Irish history ensued, which continued throughout the wliole 
length of a summer's day. The greatest valour was dis- 
played by the warriors on each side, and it is difficult to 
say which army were victorious or vanquished. 

The brave Osgar was slain by the monarch Carbre, but 
Carbre himself soon afterwards fell by the hand of a cham- 
pion named Simeon, the son of Corb, of the tribe of the 
Futbarts, who gave name to the barony of Forth in the 
county Wexford. Both armies amounted to about fifty 
thousand men, the greater part of whom were slain. Of 
the Fenian forces, who consisted of twenty thousand men, 
it is stated that eighteen thousand fell ; and, on both sides, 
thirty thousand warriors were alain. The sanguinary battle 
uf Qaura is considered to have led to the subsequent fall of 
the Irish monarchy, for, after the destruction of the Ftnian 
forces, tlio Irish kings never were iible to muster a national 
army equal in valour and discipline to those heroes, either 
to cope with foreign foes or to reduce to subjection the re- 
bellious provincial kings and princes ; hence the monarchy 
became weak and disorganized, and the ruling powers were 
unable to maintain their authority, or make a sufficient stand 
against the Danish and Anglo-Norman invaders of after 
times. This battle was fought at a place called Qarristown, 
a village and parish in the barony of Balrothery, county 
of Dublin, four miles north-west from Ashbourne. The 
battle is well described in a modern version of one of the 
poems attributed to Oisin, entitled the Battle of Qaurs, 
from which are the following passages: — 
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We then raised our standards 

To commence the battle of Gaura, 

We ourselves, and the Feniane of Leinster, 

Against Carbre and the Clan of Morna. 

Then Fergus, the poet, prepared. 

The chief bard of the Fenians, 

To encourage ub on to the fight 

In advancing to the battle of QaurB. 

March onward, valiant Osgar 1 

Thou cleaver of the heads of heroes, 

And by thy prosperoua standard 

Obtain renown and victory. 

Acquire fresh conquering courage 

Against Aedh, the son of Garai, 

And against the opposing kings, 

And completely subdue them by slaughter. 

We marched closely to the conflict. 

And advanced against the king and his forces ; 

And such a sight as then appeared 

Wm never again be recorded. 

My son then rushed onward 

On the battalions of Tara 

Like a hawk amongst small birds, 

Or like a dashing wave of the ocean. 

We made a fierce charging onset 

Against the forces of Uie men of Erin, 

When three handred chieftains fell 

By Osgar's sword of the powerful strokes. 

From the overwhelming blows of Osgar, 

And of the clan of Morna of combats. 

You might behold, over the glens, 

A flashing fire from the clash of theii- arms. 
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On the fall of Osgar in the battle, he says : — 

Lastly we raised tlie heroic Oagar 

Exalted on the shafts of our speara ; 

We conveyed hiai to a rising ground 

To warn the Fenians of our sorrowful loss.* 
The Fenians were so weakened at this battle that they 
never were able to recover their former consequence, and 
we are informed that Oiain and Cailte, two of the principal 
surviving warriors of the Clan of Baisgne, devoted the re- 
miuuder of their lives to the composition of poetry and 
history, like many of our retired military officers of the 
present time. 

In awork usually entitled " The Dialogue of the Sagea," 
namely Oisin and Cailte, they are represented as relating 
tbe achievements and military exploits of the Fenians, in 
the presence of the then reigning monarch at Tara. There 
is a copy of this tract in the Book of M'Carthj Riabhach, 
sometimes called the Book of Lismore, a MS. on parchment 
compiled in the fourteenth century, although the language 
is apparently of a much earlier date. The MS. is the pro- 
perty of the Duke of Devonshire, and is at present in the 
library of the Castle of Lismore. There is another copy of 
the Dialogue of the Sages, contained in a vellum MS. of 
the thirteenth century, the Book of O'Maelconry, in the 
Bodleian Library at Oxford, which I have seen. 

In this work, which is carried on hy way of dialogue be- 
tween Cailte and Oisin, they give the situation and history 
of tbe names of several hills, mountains, rivers, lakes, rocks, 
and caverns in Ireland which derived their names from, or 
had any connexion with, the actions or military achieve. 



* This poem la given in (ull Ui the 6iBt volamc ef the worlu ol [he Oiaiinl« 
Society, tbe Edilflr of which had tbo dm ol thcM papen irbile prcpuiDg it for 
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tnenta of Finn and hia Feniui wanion. The bistory of 
these places is first given in proae, and the poems of Finn, 
Cailte, Oisin, and other Fenian poets, are quoted as the 
authorities. The poems are 44 in number, containing al- 
together 1,S42 verses or lines. Among these ia a poem of 
190 lines, which gives an accoant of the Fenian chiefs, or 
kings aa they are styled, from the time of Fiacba Finn (the 
fair) in the year 15 of theCbristian era, till the time of Oisin, 
the last chief of that military order. The two first stanzas 
of thia poem are addressed by Oisin to Cailte, requesting to 
be informed who was the first that obtained a division of 
Ireland for the kings of the Fenians, and pat that anny 
under pay. Cailte, in reply, states that he is well acquainted 
witb the history of these aSairs, and proceeds to relate to 
him that Feradach became king of Ireland, and that Fiacha 
Finn, instead of contending for the monarchy, contented 
himself by becoming king of the Fenians, on the terms of 
having his portion of the kingdom and certain sttpnlated 
privileges, for the maintenance of his own rank and also 
for the support of his forces. This division of the land, as 
stated by Daald Mac Firbis, in his MS. Book of Pedigrees. 
now in the possession of the Earl of Roden, was seven 
tovmlands out of every Triocka-Cead, or barony through- 
out Ireland. Feredach reigned S3 years, and on his death 
Fiacha Finn resigned the office of king of the Fenians and 
became monarch of Ireland. Fiacha appointed Moma his 
successor as king of the Fenians ; and Cailte enumerates 
seventeen chiefs who succeeded to this high office in Mun- 
eter, Leinster, Ulster, and Connaught, and the number of 
years they commanded these forces respectively, from the 
time of Fiacha Finn to that of Oisin, who was their acknow- 
ledged chief for ten years. Then follows an account of the 
five principal persons in each profession and order of society, 
such as the five chief Druids, Physicians, Bards, or Poets, 



heroes, generals or commaoders of armies, the most bospi* 
table; and of the five greatest atatesmeD in Ireland, hs 
•aye : — 

Cu|ce[t jr 3*|ce uh) ce|U iJ-ST'|M& 

Ho boi ]U *ei)ci5 *•> ftimw*. 

P|cel A3ur T^'I^PI * •*>*£, 

9|ltit}« ||- CA|fip|te ir Cortm&c. 

Five the most eminent for profound wisdom 
That lived in one mansion in Erin, 
Were Filhel and Flaithre his son, 
Aillve, Carbre, and Cormac. 

Fithel and Ftaithre were chief Brehons or judges to Cor- 
mac and Carbre, the monarchs of Ireland, and they wrote 
a code of laws, in the execution of which they were aided 
by Cormac and Finn, the son of Cumhall. There are very 
ancient copies of these laws in Trinity College Library, 
Dublin, which are now being prepared for publication. 

Here I may briefly state that in Irish poetry there are 
three kinds of verse, and it is said thatall the ancient poems 
of Oisin are composed in the first of these, called Ddn Di- 
reach, or accurate metre. " This," says O'Molloy in his 
Irish Qrammar, " is the most abstruse and difficult kind of 
composition under the canopy of heaven. In it there are 
seven requisites, namely, a certain number of quatrains in 
each atanza or verse ; a certain number of syllables in each 
quatrain or line ; concord, correspondence, termination, 
union or alliteration, and chief or head. The four firat of 
these are indispensably necessary for each kind of the Don 
Hireach, but the three last are not." 

In this poem, which is ascribed to Oisin, there are four 
quatrains in each stanza ; there are eight syllables in every 
verse or line ; there is also concord, or two words in each 
line beginning with the same class of consonants or vowela ; 
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correapon deuce or rhyme, whicb eignitiea an agreement ia 
the quantity of vowela or consonants of the same class. 
Termination requires that if the last words in the second 
and fourth lines exceed one or two syllables, those of the 
6rst and third must be one syllable less, as for instance 
Eirind and Cormac, the two last words in the second and 
fourth lines in this stanza, are words of two syllables, while 
those of the first and third are grind and tnae, or monosyl- 
lables ; and the entire stanza forma in itself a sentence, 
making perfect sense independent of any other. So that 
this test of prosody stamps this poem with genuineness and 
antiquity. Not so with Macpherson's Ossian. for he gives 
nine syllables in one line, whilst in a corresponding line 
there may be found only six or seven, as shown by O'BeiUy, 
the author of the Irish Dictionary and Grammar. The fact 
is, he did not speak the Gaelic and knew but very little of 
the written language ; and in hia translation from his ori- 
ginal English he threw words into it without regard to union, 
correspondence, or any other rule of prosody, the pure 
consequence of hie helpless ignorance. But Armstrong 
and Stuart are more to blame, as authors in the Gaelic 
language, in quoting thie patois as an authority in their 
Grammars and Dictionary, thus compelling their readers 
to unlearn what was right and adopt what ia erroneous and 
corrupt, 

This poem is printed in the first volume of Dr. O'Conor's 
Rerum Ilib. Scriptores, from an old MS. in the Bodleian 
Library, Oxford, but he has given no translation of it ; and 
this is the poem that was shown by the Librarian at Oxford 
to Mr. Macpherson, when that gentleman had the honesty 
to confess that he could not read or translate one line of it. 
Then, in the name of common sense, how could he translate 
the language of the third century when this was beyond his 
comprehension ? The supposition, therefore, that he trans- 
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laled the poems of (he Caledonian Bard of the third age is 
too absurd to be entertained for one moment. I may add 
that the work entilled the " Dialogue of the Sagea," which 
contains thie poem, is intended to form one of the volnmea 
of the OBsianic Society, and will be edited by my learned 
Iriend John Windele, of Blair'a Castle, Cork. 

There ia an Irish MS., written on old vellum, in the 
Library of Trinity College, Dublin, which contains two 
poems by Oisin and one ascribed to Finn, the son of 
Cumhall. This MS., from which I have taken some 
extracts, was compiled in the twelfth century, and from 
the antiquated language and other internal evidences of 
these poems, it must be admitted that they were copied 
from some ancient record or records that existed anterior 
to the tenth century. We have no just reason to doubt 
their genuineness as being originally the compositions of 
Oisin, when we remember the many liberties of moder- 
nizing the language usually taken by the scribes, through 
whom they have been handed down to us. One of these 
puems by Oisin relates to the battle of Gaura, and has 
appeared iii one of the volumes of the Osaianic Society. In 
the other Oisin informs us that, by order of the monarch of 
Ireland, a fair and races were held at the Currach of the 
Liffey, now the Curragh of Rildare, on which day he 
composed this poem. He then relates an anecdote about 
Finn, who went one time into Munater to attend the fair 
and races of Ologber, in the present county of Limerick, 
which were ordered by Fiacba MuiUeathan, King of 
Munster. It happened that a black race horse, which was 
the property of DO the Druid, and grandfather to the King, 
won all the races, after which the Druid bestowed it on 
the King, who immediately presented it to Finn, the bod J 
of Cnmball. Finn prized this steed very much, and afler- 
wards won many races by him. Al the termination of the 
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races Finn, Oisin, and Cailte made a tonr of the kingdom 
of Kerry, which is fully described. 

In the Library of the Royal Irish Academy is an Iriah 

MS. of the twelfth century entiUed Leahar-na-k-Uidhri, 
or the Book of the Brown Cow, so named, it is said, from 
the original having been written on the hide of that animal. 
A partial account of ita history has been recorded in 
the Annals of the Four Masters, and, from its present 
appearance, we may infer that only one-third or one-fourth 
of it6 original matter now remains, and the larger portion 
is, therefore, perhaps lost for ever. We are informed by 
one of the writers of the Annals of the Four Masters, as 
also by the Book of Lismore, that the MS. which originally 
bore this title was compiled at Clonmacnois in the time of 
St. Kioran, in the sixth century. It appears, therefore that 
this book contained u copy of the original with large 
additions from other MSS., such as the Book of Drum- 
saaght, the Book of Slane, and several others, of which we 
knuw nothing, except their titles, quoted in this book. 

In the remaining fragment of this MS. are accounts of 
the derivations of the names of some remarkable places in 
Ireland, copied, no doubt, directly from the original Book 
of Dinseanchus of the sixth century; also poems by Dalian 
Forgal, the chief Bard of Ireland in the sixth century ; aud 
by St. Columba, the Irish Missionary to the Picts and 
Qaels of North Britain. Dr. O'Conor has stated, in his 
Catalogue of the Stowe Library, that there was an old MS. 
there which contained a copy of Dalian Forgal's poems, 
and in the margin of the MS. his grandfather, Charles 
O'Conor, had written " that he did not understand this old 
poem," although he was the best Irish scholar in Ireland 
in his time. By this test of the ancient language Dr. 
O'Conor severely criticises the modern corrupt dialect of 
Macpherson's poema of Ossian. 
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Colgan, in the seventeenth century, speaking of (be poems 
of Dallanua, says, they are written in the ancient style, and 
that, con3equently,theywere,in ft great degree, unintelligihle 
in after times, even to many who were skilled in the old 
idiom of their country. According to Colgan there were 
poems by Oisin and Cailte on Tellum, in the Irish Library 
at Loyain. This probably was a copy of the Dialogue of 
the Sages. 

The Book of the Brown Cow gives the history of Conor 
Mac Neasa, King of Ulster at the beginning of the Chris- 
tian era ; of the Red Branch Knights or Fenians of Ulster, 
and of the seven years' war carried on between them and 
the men of Connaught. The title of this tract is Tainbo- 
Cuai/fftte, or the Cattle Raid of Cooley, a district in the 
County Loath. There is another copy of this work in the 
Book of Leinator of the twelfth century, which I have 
partly collated with a modernized copy, as it is intended to 
be published by the Ossianic Society. The modernized 
copies of this work and of the Tale of Deirdre supplied 
Macpheraon with materials for his Darthula, The langnage 
and style of the copies in the Books of the Brown Cow and 
of Leinster are very antiquated. It also contains a history 
of Cormac, monarch of Ireland in the third century, in 
whose reign the Fenians were raised to their highest per- 
fection and efficiency as a military force. It also gives an 
account of the Battle of Cnuca, in which it states that 
Cumhall, the father of Finn, was slain by Goll, the son of 
Moma, thus corroborating the historical facts recorded of 
those persons in the Books of Leacan and Ballymote and 
other MSB.* 

■ Tbs t«llowliig ttuulmlion of > pasuge from the Book of the Brown Cow, 
wlilive lo Culttw and Finn a Uken from Dr. PeLrie's work on the Bound 
TowM« of Ireland :— " We weK with thee, O'Finn, uUd the jnouth (i t C»Ulli«). 
Hub < Slid Mongin (uiolhar Dams ol Finn) tint b not good ((■lr> W« 



The Book of Dinsbancua, Etnother of our ancient records, 
was originally composed by Amei^io, son of Amalgai, 
Chief Bard to Dennod, who reigned monarch of Ireland 
from A.D. 544 to A.D. 566. Thia work gives an account of 
noted places, as fortresses, rathe, cities, hills, mountains, 
plains, lakes, rivers, &e., and of the origin of their names. 
There are copies of this work in the Books of Leacan and 
Ballymote, and also in a vellum M8. at Oxford, which was 
compiled directly from the Psalter of Cashel of tlio 10th 
century and from other more ancient M93,, as described 
by Dr. O'Donovan in his Introduction to the Book of 
Rights, published by the Celtic Society of Dublin (see p. 
31.) In this work the account of each place is first given 
in prose ; and poems, or extracts from poems, of the earliest 
writers are quoted as authorities, and some of these are by 
Finn, the son of Cumhall, and by Fergus, the Bard of the 
Fenians. The language of these poems is so obsolete as to 
almost deter some of the best Irish scholars of the present 
time from attempting a translation of them. One of these 
poems by Finn is given as an authority for Fomocht, a place 
now called Famagh, near the town of Modt in the barony 

were with thee, Finn, once, aaid he ; we went from Almain {Allon, io Coonlj- 
KUdire}. We (aaghl Dgidait Fothad Airgthech with thee at OUarba (noir 
Oliterfleet. at six mile water, in the County Antrim). We fought b battle 
here (recorded in the Anaal* of the Four Maatera at A.D. SSo) ; 1 nude ■ 

ahot at bini, and I drove my apear through him Tliii is the 

handle thai was in that ipear. The round atone [rom which 1 made that siiut 
will be (aund, and east o[ It will be found the iron head of the ipear burled in 
tha earth ; and the Cam of Fothad vrill be found a ahorl difltanee to the aaat 
«t It. There la a cheel ttl atone about him in the earth. There are hla two 
rings of silver, and his two braceleta. and big torque of silver, on his cheat ; 
and there la a pillar stone at his Cam ; and an Ogam (inscribed) on the end 
□f the pIlUr atone which is in the earth. And what ia in It la, Eodum 
AiBOTBEACH (burled) Hebk. It was Caille that was here along with Finu. 
All thBM things were searched (or by the youth who had arrived, and they 



I 



were found."— p. 108. 1( C 
here at Ibis |)Bgan grave 7 



a Christian invemlon 



of Clonlonan, county Weetmeatli. Finn had one of his for- 

treaseB here, which was destroyed, and Oisin and Cailte are 
represented as encountering the people who committed the 
destruction. As this work was composed ahout the middle 
of the sixth century we are enabled, by its means, to trace 
Oisinsofarbackaatoapproach within two or three centuries 
of the very era in which he flourished. This work is also 
intended for one of the publications of the Ossianic Society. 

There is another class of Oseianic poems which is very 
numerous, and copies of them are still to be found in the 
hands of many Irish scholars throughout Ireland. Hun- 
dreds of these are to be seen in the Libraries of Trinity 
College, Dublin ; the Royal Irish Academy ; Oxford, 
British Museum, and in different places on the Continent. 
The language of these poems, for the most pari, is com- 
paratively modern, and if ever they were composed by Oisin 
they must have been greatly changed and manufactured, 
with additions and interpolations, so as to make the poet 
and St. Patrick cotemporaries. These are now in course of 
being published by the Ossianic Society. Of these modem 
poems I have myself translated thirty-three, amounting to 
nearly 8,000 verses or lines. 

It does not follow that although we have not the original 
of these modem poems of Oisin that they never existed in 
any other form. On the contrary we have very strong 
reaaons to believe that they did, for the language of the 
copies of them, written in the ISth century, has all the 
appearance of genuine antiquity. The language is correct, 
and the versification is strictly according to the rales of 
Irish prosody. In a work composed in the seventh century 
called The Primmer of the Burds — i.e., a Prosody — there 
are compositions quoted in the examples given of which no 
trace now remains. The numerous MS3. that contained 
those poems are at present unknown. 
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Tbeopliilua O'FIan&j^sn faaa given in the TrftneacUonB of 
the Qaelic Society, Dublin, two correct specimens of thesa 
poems, with poetical translationa. They are entitled "The 
Blackbird of Derrycarn," and "The Lay of Talc, son of 
Trenn." Here (be saya) the alliterations, unions, corres- 
pondencee, anricular harmonies, and other particulars re- 
quisite to the accuracy and elegance of Irish poetry, are 
most scrupulously and chastely retained. Vast numbers 
of these poems are still preserved in Ireland, written and 
by rote. They are even still the great source of long 
night's entertainment in the Irish speaking parts of Ire- 
land, together with the old romances, or Fenian stories, all 
upon the exploits of the Fenian Heroes, or ancient Irish 
militia." 

About a hundred years ago the Irish shanachies sang 
portions of these poems to Irish tunes, which are now lost ; 
and it appears that this was also the practice amongst the 
Bgeulais in the Highlands of Scotland, for we are informed 
by Dr. Young, in a note on one of those poems he col- 
lected there, entitled Laoi-an Deirff, or the Lay of Dergo, 
that "the music to which it was anciently sung is still pre- 
served in the Highlands of Scotland, and has been lately 
published in Mac Donald's collection of Highland airs." 

In the year 1789 appeared Miss Brooke's Reliques of 
Irish Poetry, of which a second edition was published by 
Christie, of Dublin, in I3I7. In this work Miss Brooke 
has given seven of our Ossianic poems, in the original 
Irish, with tranalatiooB in English verse. The titles of 
these are as follow : — The Lay of Conlaoch, the Lamenta- 
tion of Cuchullin ; the Lay of Magnus the Great ; the Chase 
of Slieve Gulliou ; the Lay of Moira Borb (or, the Fierce) ; 
the War Ode of Osgar, son of Oisin, and the War Ode of 
Qoll, the son of Moma. I am informed by the President 
of the Society that, in his collection of Scotch Gaelic poems. 



tliere are two that were taken down from recitation by tlie 
Highland Barde in the last century, which agree nearly 
Blanza for stanza with the corrcBponding poems published 
by Miss Brooke, and with those circulating in manuscript 
Bmong the peasantry of the South of Ireland. 

O'Reilly has pointed out, in his Essay, the Irish poema 
from which Macpherson stole his materials for Oasian, He 
shows tliat the poem of Carthon is founded on the Lay of 
Conlaoch ; his Fingal is partly taken from the Lay of 
Magnus the Great ; his episode of I3BrbRr and Fainasollis, 
in the third book of his Fingal, is taken from Moira Borb ; 
the fourth Book of Fingal is founded oa the War Ode of 
OoU. The combat between Oegar and lollan seems to be 
a bad imitation of Moira Borb. The death of the children 
of Usuagh ia the poem on which he framed his Darthnla. 
The original of the Battle of Lara is not given by tlie 
Gaelic Society in their printed Gaelic originals, but a poem 
in Gillie's collection of Gaelic poems, printed at Perth in 
1786, called Earragon, is the poem on which the battle of 
Lara ia founded. In Dr, Young's collection this poem is 
giTon, from which, he says, it ia evident that ttie High- 
landers believed Finn, Oisin, Goli, Osgar, &c., were Irish- 
men, There are good copies of this poem to be had in 
Ireland. Dr. Young aaya of the poem entitled Oisin'a 
Dialogue that the Highland si^eulaia have been very busy 
in corrupting it, partly of necessity, from their want of a 
written standard, and from their vain desire of attributing 
Finn and hia heroes to Scotland since Macpherson 's pub- 
lication ; they eeem to have intentionally corrupted in 
some passages, as may be seen by comparing the Earse 
copies with each other. We must look, he says, to 
the Irish copies for the remedy of the corruptions in the 
Highland poems of Oisin. In Mr. Hill's copy of this 
several passages have been corrupted in order to make 



Finn a Scotchman, and lit one place £iiin, Ireland, is com- 
inated to Albin, Scotland. 

"The death of Osgfar, in the first Book of Temora, U 
grounded on the battle of Qaura ; and many passages of it 
are, indeed, literally translated. Bat great liberties, as 
usual, have been taken with the original, and he refers to 
p. 313 of the Perth edition. Macpherson (Dr. Young 
says) makes Carfare call Oagar son of the woody Morten, 
without any authority from the Highland original, in order 
to support his indefensible fiction that Oiain was a Scotch- 
man. Of the poem entitled the Lay of Con, the son of 
Deigo, he saya : — This entire story has been so altered by 
Mr. Smith that nothing remuinB in common with the orig- 
inal but the names. Wherever F'lana Eirionn, or the 
Fenians of Ireland, or any such terms in favour of Ireland, 
occur in this or the other poems they are omitted in the 
Perth edition and other words substituted in their place." 

" Ireland (says Dr. Drummond) possessed an undiaputed 
claim to the poems of Oisin for fifteen hundred years. The 
historians handed down in written records, never to be 
effaced, the genealogy of Finn, the son of Cumhall, and 
chronicled the age in which he lived, the battles he fought, 
the monarch he served, and the mode in which he died. 
Macpherson metamorphosed the Irish general into a Calo- 
dooiao King, and placed him on the throne of a kingdom 
which was never noticed by any historian." 

1 may here state that Dr. Drummond has rendered 
several of the poems of Oisin into English verse, which have 
been published. 

From all those concurring testimonies which 1 have 
quoted, it is clearly evident that the Clanna Milidh, usually 
called Milesians, were originally known as the Seoli, and 
that their country was called Scotia, or the land of the 
Scots, many centuries before that name was given to modem 
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Scotland. It lias aldo been shown on unquestionable 
autborities, that the Gael of Caledonia were colonies from 
Ireland, and spoke and wrote in the language of their 
mother country. From the continued intercourse carried 
on between the two nations from the third to the sixteenth 
century, it is evident that the same manners and customs, 
the same traditions, legends, historical compositions, poems, 
songs and music, were common to both. 

I have shown that many of the pooms of Oisin, the Irish 
bard, and other Fenian poets, are still preserved in our 
Irish MSB., and I have named the libraries in which they 
are to be found. Some of these MSS. are as old as the 
11th and 12th centuries, and these are merely copies &om 
more ancient records, which are now supposed to be lost or 
mouldering in some of the Libraries on the Continent. 

I These poems made their way into Scotland at an early 
period, and there cannot be a stronger proof of their great 

[ antiquity than their preservation in that country for so 
many centuries by oral tradition, although with dialectic 
changes. 

Any statements, therefore, at variance with these long 
eBtablished historical truths, be they ever so plausible, when 
nnsupported by authorities of equal antiquity and respect- 
ability, must be looked upon, by all men of candour and 
discernment, as fictions invented for sellish or lucrative pur- 
poses. Macpherson never did or could produce any autho- 
rities to give stability to his compositions ; his chief argu- 
ments were to vilify our historians, and abuse the language 
of one of the most learned nations in Europe in the eighth 
century. His supporters, with all thoir ingenious argu- 
ments, have failed to prove the authenticity of his poems, 
because notfaiog but the prodnction of the originals, nothing 
but proofs, positive proofs, will convince the learned of the 
present day. 



I'RKFACE TO THE POEMS. 



Thb general reader, who knowa nothing of the ancient 
poetry of Ireland, save by reputation, and the limited 
number of pieces which have hitherto appeared in print, in 
the Tolumes of Miss Brooke and Hardiman, will naturally 
expect that in a work like the present, devoted to the illus- 
tnttion of a phase of Bardism in this country, some speci- 
mens of their compositions should accompany the notices of 
an institution, which once occupied so remarkable a place 
in oar social polity. 

The following poems are therefore offered to the reader, 
it is to be hoped, as an instalment, to be followed hereafter 
by other contributions from the rich to everflowing poetic 
Btores which we possess, and which we trust yet to see 
Buhmitted to the literary public in all their varied extent 
and fuUneaa, They were translated by the Editor many 
years ago, when he had the honor of being employed by 
their Majesties George IV, and William IV, to transcribe 
and make translations into English of ancient Irish MS3. 
for the Royal Library. The poems ascribed to Amergin, 
Lugad, Royn^, Dalian and others, are said to be written in 
the Bearla Feine, which probably was the old Celtic tongue 
of Gaul and Spain as it was of Ireland in early times. 

Some of these poems have been glossed by writers or 
commentators of the middle ages, without which it would 
be almost impossible now for any Irish scholar to interpret 
them ; and it is proper to remark that the translation 
accompanying them is more in accordance with this glosa 
than with the original Text. The poems of Amergin and 
liugad do not possess much interest beyond that of repre- 



Beiitfnii^ the oldest compodtions in the Irish lati^age. The 
originals are contained in O'Olery's fiook of lovaaiona, and 
in the Books of Leacan and Ballymote. For an account 
of their varioua authors we are in the present instance 
indebted to O'Reilly's Irish Writers. This writer gives the 
following description of Amergin and hia compositions 
under A.M. 293-5. 

" Amergin, son of &olanih, sumamed Mile Spainneach, 
(the Spanish hero,) was brother to Heber, Heremon, and 
Ir, from whom the Milesian families of Ireland are des- 
cended. He accompanied his brothers, and the other 
Gathelian chiefs, in their emigration from Spain to Ireland, 
end was the poet of the colony. In the Leabhar Gabhaltus, 
at Book of Conquests, compiled in the fourteenth century, 
IVom much more ancient books, and in the book of the same 
name, composed by the O'Clerys, who were employed in the 
compilation of thb Annalb ofthb Four MABTsas, at the 
commencement of the seventeenth century, are preserved 
three poems, said to be written by Amergin ; the first of 
these, consisting of only two ranns, or eight verses, begins 
' piyi coftAccA cu|t)|6e,' and contains the decision of 
Amergin upon the proposal of tlio Tuath-de-Danan, that 
the Milesians should retire from the shores of Ireland ; the 
second consists of twenty verses, beginning ' 2ll|u \6.t 
i)-Gi(ieDb,' This is a particular kind of Irish versification, 
called CoNACi.oN, in which the last word of every verse is 
the same as the ttrst word in every succeeding verse. The 
third poem consists of six ranns, or twenty-four verses, 
beginning '9Xm joec j rntiifi,' said to have been composed 
by Amergin, upon his landing at Inver Colpa, near 
Drogheda." 

"Amongst the Seabright collection of Irish MBS. in the 
library of Trinity College, Dublin, class H. 54, folio 63, is 
preserved a small tract on the qualiiicaliona of a Bard, 
beginning ' 21oconie com 3''II'l*c'' jof pfmi' "I* "*") * 
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eutt|l> (Mn})i|b.' Id the third line the author informs his 
readers, that be is ' Ameifj^ Qlungel, of hoary head and 
gray beard.' 'Of lue afijAtijeT) SluOSeU S*1I» S^Ti 

"These compogidons are written in the Bearla Feini, 
and are accompQuied with an interliaed gloss, which Itaelf 
requires much study to understand it perfectly, aa its lan- 
gnoge too has become obsolete, and must in many places be 
read from bottom to top. 

" That these poems were really the productions of Amer- 
gin, may be very reasonably doubted. Tara, the chief resi- 
dence of our ancient monarchs, is particularly mentioned 
in the second poem ; and therefore unless we suppose this 
author to have possessed the spirit of prophecy, as well as 
the inspirations of poetry, it could not have been written 
by him ; as our ancient historians agree that the palace of 
Tara was not erected, nor the name imposed on the hill on 
which it was built, until after the establishment of the 
MOeaian dynasty. [This may be wrong.] They are, how- 
ever, of the highest antiquity, and their language and pe- 
culiar versificatlouj independent of any other merits they 
may possess, claim for them the attention of the antiquary, 
and entitle them to preservation." 

The following is a translation of the Introduction to the 
first poem of Amergin in the Books of Leacan and Bolly- 
mote: — "After that the sons of Milidh and of Breogan 
marched onwards tOl they arrived at Dramcain, which at 
this day is called Tara, where the three Kin^ of Erin were, 
(at their palace no doubt) namely Mac CuiU, Mac Cecht 
and Mac Orene, who demanded of the sons of Milidh to 
leave the island for three days, in order that they might 
decide whether they themselves would evacuate the king- 
dom, submit to the Milesian yoke, or muster an army to 
give them battle. It was their opinion that they (the 



HiWana) cotild aot effect a lauding a second time, for they 
hoped that their Druids would be able to oppose them with 
auoh druidical enchantment as to prevent them Irom land- 
ing again. ' We/ said Mac Cuill, the son of Cearmad, 
' will abide by the decision of Amergin your owu Brehon, 
and should he pronounce a false (or unjust) judgment, it is 
certain that he will be killed hy as,' ' Pronoance the judg- 
ment, Amergin,' said Eber Donn. ' I will,' said Amergin, 
• Let them have the island.' 'What direction shall we take?' 
asked Eber. ' We are to set out over nine waves to sea,' 
replied Amei^a ; and that was the first judgment pro- 
nounced by the Milesians in Erin." 

AMEKGIN'S FIRST POEM. 
TplH cottAccA (eati|ia£c*} catiT|b« (xuiob^) cAf v*-o]h ron&A 
(cot)bAi&) njApA n)ut}3tArA tijbfiosljAft njAijAb (trjunA) 6|b 
(ceib) cuiDAchcAc (cunjACcA]b) cl*t)6tATt cijib AtTtl]q|t 
(o|r>lt5cb||i) caeI) coi>ceA)tcA|rn (coQceAiicb«1it) ru|mb| 
(EUfnbi) c||ie co|tAGbA(nK<nc||>coiTtcbeAcl})mA |iocl)ATto|ei 
(tr)0 cbAQA|t>) bAnjAic ceAjtc (each) n)Ai)A (tijuQA) cbAitA|t> 
(cbAQAib) 0) Oai1]A]& i;i nje Afbeifi (AbbeAtiA) FMb. 
TBAS9LAT10N. 

" The men whom we found dwelling in the land t« them ia 

possession due by right. [waves; 

It is therefore your duty to set out to sea over nine green 
And if you shall be able (o effect a landing again in spite of 

them, 
You are to engage them in battle, and I adjudge to you 

the land in which you found them living. 
I adjudge to yon the land wherein you found them dwelling, 

by the right of battle. 
But although you may desire the land which these people 

possess, yot yours ia the duty to shew them justice. 
I forbid you from injuetice to those you have found in the 

land, however you may desire to obtain it." 



INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND POEM Of 
AMERGIN. 

" If ray advice would be taken," said Donn the aon of 
Milidb, " the matter should be decided by battle ; for if it 
be in the power of the DriiidB of the Tuath-De-Danan we 
never shall be able to regain Erin." 

" The Milesians then departed from Tara southward, and 
arrived at Invear-Fele (the mouth of the river Feal, or Casbin, 
on the Shannon in the county of Kerry), and luvear-Scene 
(the bay of Kenmare), where their ships were at anchor, 
and they set out over nine waves to sea. The Druids and 
Fileadhs of Erin chaunted incantations, by which tbey raised 
such a storm as caused everything that was at the bottom of 
the sea to he raised to its surface ; and by the violence of the 
storm the fleet was driven from the coast far westward to sea, 
and was separated. 'ThisisaDroidic wind.'aaid Donn the 
aon of Miiidh. ' It is,' responded Amergin, ' if it does not 
blow above the maat head.' Whereupon Aranan, the youngest 
of the sons of Miiidh, went up the mast to ascertain the 
(iw;t, but waa thrown therefrom, and while in the act of fall- 
ing he said that the wind did not prevail beyond the maat 
bead. He (Aranan) was the pilot of Donn's ship, and waa 
the pupil of Amei^n. 'It was deceitful in our eooth- 
sayere (said Donn) not to have prevented this magic wind.' 
' There was no deception,' replied Amergin, and standing 
up he said ae follows : " — 

AUERGIirS SECOND POEM, 
ttjllrt) jAcb oepeAiju, 
6pn)Ac (ftApDAcb) Ttjuiit it}ocbAcbi 
^ocbAcb rljAb j-JieAcbAC, 
SfteAcAC co)U c\oz,\)Ac}t, 

CjOCACb Ab CAfCAcb (A)beAJ-CACb) 

fiAfCAcb loc lioi)mA|i (l|i3»rD*p), 
Lji)bn)An coji C|oppA (c)|i cblbp*), 
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t|bp& cuAcb *ei3*cb, 
SleuAc P15 c6*n)iiA, 
T^AnjAirt CO(t cuAcbAcbi 
TuACA itjAC ti)ileA6, 
2t)|le I003 libeAHO, 
LlbeAjiii Ap6 fine (ftt*!"?'!)! 

Q.}t& Ajtb s|ciArr, 

&be|i boijb bijbAr, 

■DlcbcAftAl )io 3Aec, 

Ro5Aecb bAO bfieiri, 

B|ieirri ^*^ buAjcl], 

R13 AbbAl fipeiwoi), 

fepemot) 0(1 cuf, 

1)1(1 febep AjlreAf (AileAf), 

Stilltt) |Atb nettetjfe. 21. ). L. J. 2^. 

TRANSLATION'. 

" I implore that we may regain the laud of Erin, 

We who have come over the lofty waves. 

Tbia land whose mountaiDs are great and extensive, 

Whose streams are clear and numerous, 

Whose woods abound with various fruits, 

Its rivers and waterfalls are large and beautiful, 

Its lakes are broad and widely spread, 

It abounds in fountains on elevated grounds. 

May we gain power and dominion over its tribes. 

May we have Kings of our own ruling at Tara, [kings. 

May Tara ha the regal residence of our many succeeding 

May the Milesians be the conquerors of its people, 

May their ships anchor in its harbours, 

May they trade along the coast of Erin, 

May Heremon be its first ruling monarch. 

May the descendants of Ir and Hober be noighty kings, 

I implore that we may regain the land of Krin." 

1. I.M. P. L.O.B. E. 



THE THIRD POEM OF AMEEGIN. 



" tt w&B on the occasion of Amergin of the fair koee 
first placing Ma right foot on Erin's boU that he composed 
the following." The copies of this poem contained in the 
Booka of Leacan and Dallymote and of the O'Clerys are 
accompanied by a glo«e, the u-anslation of which is given 
St foot. That of thit former is diaLisgiushed by the letter 
B ; the latter by the letters O'C. 

AMERQIN'S TIURD POEU. 

9tm 5*«cb )(*) Tnnirit 

9tlt} COQI) CfMAcljAII), 

{%m bt,m .up. i}brt«*n)) 

**"» r«3 por* *iH, 

Urn Sep DSnejije, 
ttlt) CA^t) lubA, 

3(1) eo 1 Iii>f>|b, 
anj locb t tJAish, 
Slrn htt]5h bAt}*, 

?lnj 5&I l& poftb FeAfiAf t:e*cbco, 
SiT) t>Ae belbuf bo cb|T]8 cocpu, 
Coiclje ooc 5l««i) clocb&Ti r^****! 
C|A Biijluiftb pujijeAb 3n6|i)|u, 
C|A fCAcIjc riechc tl^ S*") eccl*, 

Cir ijoi) bo 3AT1 e&rr* ""tr«i. 

C|A befi A buAft o c]^ ceAC)iA, 
C]A buA)i ceA^fiAcb c|bbe cbAb«n), 
CjA bo belbuf FAobfiA a f)b|ot)ft, 
fflllej" cAiijre bjcbAQ coclAcbc, 



4)AitAr F^AbA T;obbA)l coblftcl) (f:obU|b conjbl]cc), 

C*cljAiij Ajiie Ailrribe ri«*r. 

CognjeAf cA]T}ce An) cA|t)ce jAecIj- ?!")• 
TRANSLATION. 

"I am & wind at Bea,' 
am a wave of the eea,^ 
am the roaring of the sea,* 
am seven battalions,* 
am SD ox in Btrength, 
am a bird of prey on a cliff,' 
am a ray of the ean,* 
am an intelligent navigator, 
am a boar of fierceneas,* 
am a salmon in a river (or pool),' 
am a lake on a plain,^ 
am an effective artist, ■<■ 
am a giant with a sharp aword hewing down an army," 
am godfl in the power of tranaformation," 





ie. I .m 


aieawind 


Ddnngth 


or 


am«i«l 


■ wind \t su ID power, bc 


ivily, and 


tagendty. 


o'a 






• i.e. In mi)(h[. B.— I un 


a fltonny » 


are la ova 


come evi^y 


oUude. O'C. 


' i.e. In tonof. B.— I adv 


Ul« equal 


to the beU 


™ing. roar 


Jig, o 


rcraahlD, 


unJ of tbe w«. O'C. 












■ i.e. In lUeagth or power 


B. 











* i.e. in pureneas. B. — I am aa pure u a ray of lbs aon in brl^tnsia aod I 
tleameu. O'C. 

' i.e. I am u a wild boar in proweas, or I am a chief in valonr. O'C. 

* Le. In swiftaeu. B. — lama salmon in iwlftneai, in well known pooli. O'C. 

* Le. In exlsnt. B.— i.e. I am a lake on a plain in extent, or great ia my 
taiagle. O'C. 

'* Le. in powa. B. — Le. I am poweriul and Irne in art and mechaniim ; or 
I am intrepid and powafnl on hilla. O'C. 



I am a god, a dtoid, and ■ 
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In what direction aliall we proceed ? [council 1 

Wliether in the Talley or mountain top sliall we hold our 
Where shall we fix our dwelling? [setting aun ? 

To what land is greater praise due than to the island of the 
Where shall we have our walks to and fro', in fertile land 

with peace and aafety ? 
Who can direct you to where the water runs clearest, in 

the rippling rill or at the water fall ? 
Or who can tell you of the age of the moon, but 1 ? 
Who can hring the fish from its recesses in the sea, as I 

can do? 
W^ho can cause the fish to approach to the shore, as I can 7 
Who can change the hills, mountains or promontories as I 

can? 
I am a Filea (Bard) who invokes to prophecy at the 

entreaty of seafaring men. 
Javelins shall be wielded to revenge the loss of our ships, 
I sing forth praises and prophecy victory, 
In ending my poem I desire other preferments which I 

shall obtain." 

I. A.M. 



887 



THE FOURTH POEM OF AMERGIN. 



" Amergin alao composed the following atipplication u 
prophesying the increase of fiah in the rivers and baya of 

Erin, for the use of the Milealans." 

jAfCAcIj n)U|p njocbAcb, 
■Cift CO njAibtj) ijeii-c, 
Ja^cc po cb«lDU, 
BtfcbAlb et) |;A|itrtcc|, 

CpuA|bb cArr*if rioi)n, 

Ce&«ib j*cb le«cljAi), 
2D(l pope 4cl*ib, 

;. a. s. c. a. c. n. 

TRAMSLATION. 

" Ma; the fisheB of the sea crowd in shoals to the land for 
our use, [of fish, 

May the waves of the sea drive forth to the shore abundance 
May the eslmon swim abundantly into our nets, 
May all kinds of fishes come pleutiiiilly to us from the sea, 
May its fiat fiahee also come in abundance. 
This poem I compose at the sea shore that fishes may swim 
in shoals to our coast." 

H.A.T. 



LUGHAIDH, SON OF ITH. 



" Cotemporary with Amergia, w&a Lughaidb, eon of 
Ith, and nephew of Qolamh, or Milesiua." 

" In the booka of Conquests or Invaaiona, already men- 
tioned, is preserved a poem, eaid to be composed extempore 
by Lughaidh, upon the death of his wife Fail, the daughter 
of Milesius. The language of this poem does not appear 
to be 80 old as those attributed to Ainergin, but it is un- 
doubtedly of very great antiquity. It is valuable, as it 
shows in a strong light an amiable picture of female 
modesty, and proves how highly that virtue was estimated 
by the ancient Irish," — O'Reilly's Irish Writers. 

"The wife of Lughaidh, son of Ith, died of shame on 
account of seeing her husband naked while bathing in the 
bay, and hence it has been called the bay of Fail. It was 
on the occasion of the death of Fail that her husband com- 
posed an Elegy for her, which was the first Elegy ever 
composed in flrin. It ia as follows." — From the Booka of 
Leacan and Ballymote. 

lushaiot) mac icij ccc 

SuiSeATtJ fUljb UAf AX) (tropfAij) cpAcljC 
8I)ubcbeAcb puAcbt ; 

Cttfc fiott it)o deb, A&bAl ecc, 
6c bortj fiuAcbc ; 

?l|fi)e]8)n) buib Acb«c beAH, 
Bpo3*ir bUb; 

■pjAl A IjA)um; fpir 1)1*6 tjeAti), 

Or 31*1*1) 5'*"; 
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SlSbAl 651 ecc bon) |tuACC| 

Node A fi|t ; A|i ito fil ; 

S. U. J. 4). 6. a. «t). 



TRANSLATION. 

Here we sat, on the beach, 

In Btonny eold ; 
My teeth did shiyer, great was the eatastrophe, 

A death occasioned by my advancing ; 
I relate to you that a woman died, 

Of exceeding beauty ; 
Fail was her name; through seeing a naked man, 

In the bright sunny day ; 
Awful was the death, a death occasioned by my adyandng. 

It sorely grieves my heart ; [person ; 

It was her naked husband ; she ihought it was some other 

She died in consequence thereof* 

H« E. B* E* W» E* B. A. T. 



HOIONE ROSQADEACH. 



I 



A.M. 3619. " Hoigne RoBgadliach (Eoyn^ the Poetic) 
Bon of Ugoine M6r, flouriehed id the time that his brother 
Mal was monarch of Ireland. In the Book of Invasions 
we find a poem ascribed to this author, giving an account 
of the peregriiiuliona of the Galhcliaus, and the names of 
their chiefa, from tlieir departure frgin Egypt, until their 
arriTal in Spain, and afterwards iu Ireland ; with an 
account of the partition of that country amongst the sous 
of Milesius. The poom contains an answer lo some en- 
qoiriea nuuie by his brother Mal, upon the origin of the 
Irish people." 

" If every other proof of the antiquity of this pieco 
were wanting, the language alone would bo sufficient to 
evince its early compoaition. In fact, it would be nearly 
unintelligible to Irish readora of the present day, if it were 
not for the interlined gloss that accompanius the text, and 
even the gloas is so obsolete, that none but thoae who 
have made Irish M9S. a particular study, are able to 
interpret it." — O'Reilly's Irish Writers. 

The admixture of Scriptural with early Irish History- 
interwoven throughout the piece gives it indisputably the 
impress of a post-christian composition. 

Koi5Me HossaohacD ccc. 
91 njeic A-[X) usAjije, 

Jtj 5*bAil ftbAtt) )tuA|bb, 
Be TteA|ibACOfi fcjcbl*. 

SAjcbfec (rcu)cre*&) r^uA3 r^oAip, 

Si«cbc*co|« (7i|Acc«boti) astpc. 



Ml 

CoQOftc oUA)tbA, 

BebA|f twu]|i Ttobuiti, 

Bejtf*b jte pujbleAf, 

La pAjto (popAijp) FeAcI;cAb«Tii 

^OIJAjr Diul fCOCA, 

Coin^Ttc Aft oAtcbp^i 
^lOfi) SAbfAC 5Aei&il, 
Recljjr Scot conjAinm, 
Caiu 11)3*1) FOftAjijij, 
FepcAOAp njbpuislje, 
9^Alb|c CO ScjcblA, 

ClQDfeAC CfAQ COCCA&bi 

CIaqqa Njufl 11" NoeijbAjl, 
BACOft 05 soUnj, 
3oij*if tJ)Ac NettjAjo, 
eUir CO besipc, 
Sin) bAO] pecbceuibari 
Ba FOHAD17 FAjlib, 
■ppl sol*"''' 5AbAir, 
CleAiDOAT Qecceoebur> 
Ba] Scoca rcocb ceijel, 
CAOiqcUir A)i)iD uA|b]b, 

BT»o3r*c (r*«r«*'') r^*cb OppAic, 

T^o feAp Fou cjocbUcrup {op semreAO) 

T^flDjur F^s FApr*i»''' 

po &0I) (coijbA) reApc n^I* AliJni, 

S|ecbcAcop fir?*!"* 

^ ccoimpepc ilfcb (co bcApcA ille|cb} 

•DOUU, AlIWAcb, A1Bjep5|l), 

6bep, IP, Aei) cbolpA, 
fepCAnjot), ApApp&t), 
Ocljc tijACA 3olA)n), 
5AbA|r ii)1a6 (mAjcl)) n)|l|6l). 

id 



21 CAeiDtjA ciRre*c, 

T^o bAiInuc rcAFFtt (rcAp*) 

Tip * Pe' (Fin co fjI) F|llre*cc, 

To bAjlnac epiutj AD. 

43a fe (coobA ye) r^lb fiejIjUoo, 

SAfAe FIP FfiOeAcbAir. 

Twrijeb pes FodjiUAfc, 

2^6r& njAeio A ?i)Atc. 

a. 20. e. J. c. 



TRANSLATION. 

Oh praise- worthy son of Ugony, 

Dost thoo know how Erin was invaded by the Gael, 

WhoBe peregrinations from time to time were remarkable, 

They dwelt in Seythia for a long period, 

From whence they departed to the land of 3hinar, 

From thence they fled lo the land of Egypt, 

At the very time tiiat Pharoe Cincberis was drowned. 

Along with his hosts in a most wonderful manner, 

They all perished in the waters of the Red Sea. 

The Gael were prosperous during their eojonro with Pharoe, 

Ninl obtained Bcofa, Pharoe's daughter, in marriage ; 

She begat our great ancestor Gael, 

From whom the Gael derive that name. 

They acquired this cognomen of Scots (or Scoti), 

From Scota, Pharoe's lovely daughter. 

They jonmeyed from the land of Egypt, 

And returned back to Scythia. 

A war was carried on for a considerable time. 

Between the descendants of Niu) and Nenual;' 

■ Suns al Feniui Fimj. 



Tliat war lasted to the time of Qollatuli, 
By whom R^floir, 8on of Neman, was slain (King of Scy thia). 
Then Gollamh fled to Egypt, 
Where Pharoe NectenibuB then reigned. 
Oollav obtained in marriage 
The daughter of Pharoo Nectenibus, 
Who was deBcended of Scota, daughter of Pharoe Ciiicheria, 
From whom the Gael took the name of Bcoti. 
They journeyed through Africa ; 
Eminent was the man from whom they descended. 
He was the learned Feniua Farsaidh, 
From him they derived the name of Fenians. 
They arrived in the land of Espain (Spain) [dren) ; 

Where Ilith begat children (or where they had many chil- 
Thoae were Donn, Aireach, Amergin, 
Eher, Ir and Colpa, 
Eremon and Erannon, 
Who were the eight sons of Qollamli. 
He got the noble name of MtLtDH. 
From him his descendants were named Mio MlLlDH 
Oh learned men, I relate to you that they begat families. 
After their sailing hither in their ships. 
They divided the land of Erin, 
And distributed it among their twelve chiefs. 
The truth of this is established by our historical accounta, | 
Which you are to certify to all enquiring persona. 
Noble son of Ugony receive this information as a aubject 1 
of great importance, 

O. H. 
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A POEM BY FINTAN. 




The following marvellous specimen of historic poetry is 
ascribed to a Bard named Fintan, who is said to have lived 
in the time of St. Patrick, and to have related to the saint 
many wonderful stories on the early portion of the history 
of Ireland. The Bard represents himself as having been 
living before Noah's Flood and continuing to exist till St. 
Patrick's time. The fable of Fintan has been regarded, and 
not improbably, as a pagan myth in keeping with the 
doctrine of Transmigration, as held by the Druids in 
Ireland in common with the Brahmins in India, and by the 
ancient Egyptians. On the other band it may be con- 
sidered figuratively, as shewing that be was as well 
acquainted with the subject of his poem as if be had actually 
lived at the different periods be treats of, which, however, 
we must confess sesma to offer a rather wide range of 
poetical licence. 

The poem in some degree serves as a memorial version 
of the snccession of the various colonies that landed in this 
country in remote times; but perhaps its greatest value 
(if the reader will admit of any) is the endeavour to account 

FINTAICS POEM. 
6lfll« ce (cja) ^iAT»F4]beAii bjrt), 
)c* liti) CO spiiib, 
Cftcb 5*bA]l jiur 3*b, 
O cbuf beAcbA b|i>». 

•Do lujB *no|p ceAr'Air>> 

)t)5eAo beAc* \i) be*o, 
Cotft. cAe]C|& i03e<>Tj, 
Con* CHIAJl pSAp. 



for the origin of the namee of the ptacea meiitioD<!<i in it at 
a period bo far back as the hfth century. 

At folio 12 of the Book of Bullymote we are thus in- 
atrueted : — " We ahall now drop for a time the faietory of ! 
the Gael, in order to treat of the seven colooies that came to 
Erin before tbem. It ao happened that CeaBair, the daugh- 
ter of Beatha, aon of Noab, landed in Erin forty days 
before the Flood. Partholan, eon of Seara, took poaseaaion 
of it three hundred years after the Deluge. Nemead, aon 
of Agooinean, of the Scythian Greeks, arrived in Erin 
thirty years after Partholan "s time. In auccesaion to him 
the Firbolg came hither; then the Fir-Domnann, and at 
the same time the Gaileoin, After thoae the Tuatha-De 
Danann arrived, who were succeeded by the sons of Milidh, 
as the learned hiatorian baa related, namely Fintan." 

" Let the reader observe (says Keating) that 1 do not 
set down this invasion by Cesar aa true liistory, nor any of 
the other invaaiona already spoken of, but merely because 
I have found them mentioned in ancient manuscripts ; 
neither con I conceive how our antiquaries obtaiued these . 
accounts of those who arrived in Ireland before tlie floo 
for it is not to be supposed, tliat the Fintan who exisled 
before tbe flood, was the same person that lived after it." 



TRANSLATION, 

Should any one enquire of me about Erin, 
I can inlbrm bim most accurately 
Tonceming every Invasion that took place, 
From the beginning of all pleasing hie. 

Ceaaair came here from the East, 
The woman who was daughter of Beatha, 
Accompanied by fifty young maidens, 
And also by tliree men. 
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t^A]iii*\b b)l|u b]cFj, 
)r)A fieh ceAt) ftiin. 
t^S|t« |i)«itb UsiiAriA, 
^r ieAr^lf IW* cuil, 

BljAftAio 6*nj po &|I|ijft, 
21 cul cuinb] cbeAi^n, 
Nip cti&l*» 0| co|ceU«t<> 
ftij cboblAS bA6 peApf- 

2t)ii-| 1 tjejjtiTjh r»'jff 

fa riicAU) njo reOj 

CoTjup cortAcbc Pa|icI;*Ioi>, 

Sijoip A cjp 3peA5. 

W)lf) 1 oeiP|0» FT) 

Sin 6pi *c F*r- 

Co coitActjc mAC ^^ijorqAiiT, 
Ne)iijeAb pjArqbA * SPAp. 

■pir* bole (bots B.) ir FIP 5A|t|*n, 

7^AnCAt>U|l pA C]An, 

7^AijCAbA|i p))i bonjDAijO, 

^AbpAb binpuf ciAp. 

' The Aniula of tte foM MaitM» giie Ihe account of IhoM perwiu Uim : — 
*■ The Age of the world to this jeai of the Dsluge, 2342. Forty yeaia beta 
the Deluge Cesuii cuna to Irelantl with fifty gitla uul three meu ; Bith, Lidhia 
uid FiiKaiii, (heir Dunes. Ladhradicd at Ard-LadhrR, and [TombimitisDamed. 
Be was the lint that dlsd jh Ireland. Bith lUed at Slieve Beatha, and «u 
inUrted in Slieve Beatha, gn.l (lOul him the momnaln in named. Ceaaair died 
at CuO-Ceaara, in Connaught, and was inlerred Id Cara-Ccaaia. From Fmtan 
la named Feart-Fictan, over Longh Uetgderc." 

Dr. O'Donovan, in hia nol«B to the foregoing paragraph in the Aniuds, 
points out all thoae placet mentioned in it with great accuracy, on the 
autbunUea of several Irish BISS. He thinka thai Ard-Ludliran or Ladra'i 
llill or Height is Ardamine, in the east of (he fount/ Wexford, where (liera 
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The Deluge came on ; 

Bith lived at his mountain aaauredly, 

Ladra resided at Ard-Ladhran, 

And Ceasair at her Cuil (Cuil Ceaera). 



I remained a year under the Flood 

At Tul-Tuinne of strength ; 

There has not been alept nor will there be slept, 

A Bleep better than that whiefa I had. 

I was atill alive in Erin, 

Pleasant was my condition 

When Partholan had arrived 

From the Grecian country in the East. 

I waa likewise in Erin 
While Eri was a wilderneBs (uninhabited). 
Until the son of Agnoman ftrrived, 
Namely Nemed' of pleasing manners. 

The Firbolg and Fir-Gaillian (Galliana of Leinsler) 

Arrived a long period afterwards ; 

The Firdomnan then came hither, 

And landed in loras westward (Erris Co. Mayo), 

curiuus moM ii*ai the se» cowl, Slieve Beaiha. now Sliefe Beaali. i" ■ 
le coQIiaeA of Ihe cotiDti«j4 of ITenDiuui^h And Muniigbdni on A 
part III which in thg pariab of Clonu is [be Cant uniler wbioli Deaths km 
Interred. Cun-Cuuir, according to the Book of Invasions by (be 
O'Clwj™, JB uluite on the b»nk ot the river Bovla, and that Culi-CeBMir i« 
In tbe MmB neigh boorbood. Feirt-Fmtwi or Fintan's Grave, otherwise called 
Tnltolns, u Id (be poem, waa Ntnate over Lough Derg nn the Shaanon, in tl» 
UcTltory at Arra, counly Tlppcrary. Ha ia bdiered by ttadltion to have been 

Partholan'i people perished by ■ plftgue S«e ■ full account of him in 

Ki!«ting'« Hiitory of Ireland. 

Nemed nr KemeUuB wu tinried on Ard Nemed. Ibe great inland n[ 
Barrymorc in which Qunnstown now eundei the ancient name of liiii inlanil 
l> Uilen-Araa-Keimhedh, at written in qui MSS. 
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)A|t f|l) CA1>CAbAfl dUAcb M# 

Na CAebA^b C]Acb Cf A^y 

Cot1)A (sOtl^bA B.) CO]trDA]lc bAIDf a flftt^ 

CeA|i botp fAesAl c)ad. 

)^Y^ n^ eAt)CAbATt fiT^fc ^fUo, 
91 b6^rP^19 Ai>eAf I 

Cot1)A CO|tt1)A]lc bAt^fA ]t]ll9 

CeAfi bo cfieAi) a C|ieAf . 

4>o TitAcbc fAesAl fift, 
4)Ati)f A noc\)o cbel, 
Co cATt|tA]b c]te]beAt9, 
O W5 9|n)l pell. 

)f me 'pttjcAt^ Fipb, 
SQac BocbfUi V} cbel, 
4)e]f i)A b|l|t^ ftti^b, 
9lti) f fiu^cb oAf aI ei|t« 
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In succession the Toath-De-Danan arrived 
Concealed in their dark clouds ; 
I did eat my food with them 
Though at such a remote period. 

Then came the sons of Milidh 
From Spain which is southward ; 
I lived and ate my food vrith them, 
Though feariul were their battles. 

A continuity of existence 

Still remained in me, which I do not deny, 

Until Christianity was established 

By the King of Heaven and of the elements. 

I am Fintan the Fair, 
The son of Bochra, I confess ; 
Now after the Deluge 
I am a great noble poet. 



S. H. 0. U. L- D. 



?50 
A POEM BY ST. COLUMB KILLE. 



Three copies of this poem are oontsined in the Books of 
Leacan and Bftllymote. Leacan ia the more accurate 
manuscript. The subject is the diviaion of Ireland into 
five provinces aniong^ the five kings of the Firbolgs. the 
expulsion of the Firbolga (or Belgic colony) by the 
Tuath-De-Danan, or Dannonian Tribes ; their mbseqaent 
reinstatement by the Milesians, and the death of £k)bee, 
the son of Ere, the laet king of the Firbolgs, who after the 
Danoonian invasion was slain by the three sona of Neime, 
at the battle of Magh-Tuire, now Moytuirry, the name of 

COLDMBKILLE'S POEM. 
■DeijA njo pl)|teiri)er & meic, 
■plftHfAIS (-ceU b&ii) CO lejc, 
C]«^i) o jtt. leAcl)A8 cAch Qolc, 
■Do 5*60 cHipp &ocbA)& mic 6jpc. 

&ocbAib m&c &}jic bft t>)A bti|5, 
pedfip ijA cAcb HIS *cc Cpiorft c*ib, 
Jre no ce*c T>13 *«» nf^, 
■Do 3Aeb A oiDir FIP» K*ll- 

StjArtbfAb cpi njic T)e|iDi6 ijeib, 
'tto clo[ij6 ijeimis r'''ll*'ic 015 
ClAijbrAc clcAcbA bosfiA cpic, 
Coo cAitfifAO pA b05|iA b[iO|5 

' The Book of Lescan crmtiilnit the tullowiog brief accounL of thl> 
muiureli: — "Eohea, son o( Ere, feeling liiniMli UiirBly in the tattle of Moy 
Tuire, wilbdrev (ion his army to seek for water, bnl tm unable to meet with 
tny until he came to the eirand of Eothnile Ihs attillcer. The three aona of 
Nnnie having espied liim. thty followed and slew him. A monumental Cam 
wag erected to liis memarj on the ipot, and i> slill setn in the middle of the 



I 



Sfil 

two towulanda in the pariah of Killmactramij, m the barouy 
of Tirerrill, county oi' Sligo. 

The Book of Balljinote states as an Introdaction to this 
poem that "it was concerning that conquest of the Firbolg, 
and of their history from iirat to lost, as also of the exploits, 
and virtues of Eohee the son of Ere, in the praise of hla 
government and jnstice, and of the accurate proofs of all 
those statements that Columb KiUe, the cliief prophet of the 
Gael, composed the following poem." 

The poetized version is by the celebrated Clarence Man- 
gau from an English translation by the Editor. 

THASSLATION. 

" Enquirest thou, my son, wh&t tale, what tidings. 
What melancholy news I cooie to tell thee. 
And whence have sprung our multiplied misfortunea, 
Since Elohee, son of Ere, received hia death wonnda.' 
Eohee, the son of Ere, the high, the glorious. 
Mightiest of kings except the immaculate Jesua, 
The first great king that in tlie lovely island 
Of Erin ever perished by a spear wound. 

lie perished of his wounds. The sons of Neime,' 
Three sons of Neime were his slayers ; 
They pierced him through with dreadful wounds and deadly. 
And under earth he lies entombed for ever. 

We ti>i(i SMn the Carn on the UiRnd slill called Cum Eobofle, wUeb Ii 
te^idisd tu be oda of the vrorxrlflis of treluiil, *t Atik(«d m the Bouh of BftUj- 
iDote. A peculiarltj attadied to it b Ibal itlthvugh it app*^' ""^ 'c* "bex 
tbe yrUa Mt, it nemi to nw with tlic r^urn of iMe lide ; and it ie »ud that 
ttu top ia never cavrretL In reference to tltia phanomenon, Ollahotj, in liia 
OlO'e'*' *"' II- P' I^^ Helj-'g Edition, hu pvcB Ibe (oll(n>iiig line*:— 

" On Eohitra shore, In Sligo't wJde domun. 

Along the beach a heap ol rocka is Men, 



la the refluent Hand." 
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9|t^ i)4^|l ^^ h^]T] b|u>|t) 
Oc 6ocb4^|b f A r|bAcb T^]n), 
Co b^lvDflT* »vic njileb mo^fu 

^{Qoft A fi)a]teAft ]n) cbft^^b ceAfiCi 
4)]cb ti)]c e^ftc fA b^tii]tA tHA^fic, 
)^]ft A fi)bolcA]b bAf5 con) beAftc, 

6i|i|i)D IDAS lift fl^oe fl]f, 
O t)]z\) DeirDfQbAcb bu beAf, 

Cuf 10 COf1)A|t CUfCe CAf, 

Na cm !)u|fce n^ c|t| peAf . 

Le 5A!)b cei) cbeobAcb cei) cbeAf, 
)^A leff CO belAc coosUff , 
SeAi)5Ai) o beAlAcb ]i) cbof), 
4)o ft]Acbc ii)ob CO lufrD^ec U^f. 

NAifC|f 5eAi)At)b cu|rDi>ecb |tuii) 

O bA lu]T1)Qecb CO b^Af |tUA]b, 

UftftAi)b ]tuc ]tubftAibf ftA|i), 
O nij CO cfiA|5 Ti)bA|le iDbuAft). 

)f cfiuA^b ]r) C|tobA|i)5 fiuf cftAfb 
T^. 4). 4). (cuAcbA .b.b) bo cbe|t)i 
5Abf Ab fTA 5Afib A|crDe 5luA]ft, 
'pofi fl^Ab cftuA|b coi)ti9A|ci)e fieft). 

1 The Firbolg, after their defeat in the battle of Moy Tuerry, embarked from 
the coast of Eohuille, near Silgo, and sailed to the ialanda of Arran, Bachlin, 
Isla, Mann, the Hebrides, &c. which they inhabited until expelled by the Picts 
of Alba. At this period the Milesians were masters of Erin ; and the Flrbolga, 
on returning thither, obtained certain tributary grants of land from them as 
may be seen hereafter. 

* Probably Art Aenfir or Art the Solitary, son of Con of the Hundred 
Battles, and from whom the island was thus nominated. He was monarch of 
Ireland for thirty years, and was slain A.D. 195. 

* From the Great Island, Cork, to the Junction of Nore, Suir, and Barrow, 
below Waterford. 



Now from tLe time of Eohy's reign of glory 
Until the invaaion of great Milea's offspring. 
Pleasure and peace were exiles from the peoplo. 
Who mourned hia loss with never ceasing Morrow. 

Along the aea and :-ound the coast thoy wandered,' 
Mourning the melancholy death of Eohco ; 
The men who came of old in Btatt'ly vusBoli, 
And shared the island plain of Art among thorn* 

To comely Slany fell the plain of Erin, 
Extending southwards from the grave of Neva* 
To where the whirling conHucnce of waters 
Unites three cataracla in one vast boson. 

To Oann, nnbartered for by gold or tribute, 

Was given the country to the pass of Cunglnsi (near Cdrli), 

And thence to Limerick, a fertile district, 

Became the allotted property of Shungan. 

Qannan obtained that memorable portion, 
From Limerick to the dark-red fall of waters,* 
From whence to fair Travally's anciont confines,* 
The royal Rory ruled in princely splendour. 

The fair and fierce Dannonians, boni for conqonst, 
Wrought many cruelties and dire oppressions, 
Tbey bent their steps together to that mountain 
Conmaicne Rein, a mount of pain and sorrow.* 

* In Iriah Em Auifl, or rUlwr Ent- An-Om- KvaiO. lb* waurfati at KmifH ' 
ibc Bad, a KioK of InlaDd, wtu ww dmwnaS tbvi i li b ■ vdl lamn a*> , 
tataet m the riiw EtM odar BaOjrdianoii, calM ih* SalnoaVlaap. 

■ Traraajr. fat Itith ciui^ bcile mc iHuita, tfc* itraad towaUaJ < 
mm al Bus, wm Iht aw4«sl nam* of liiradalk In Um eomtj Lowh. 

I Tba MnaaialB tdfmd to ii jlf^ a« |«|utf> iIm bni M«— Ula. hi 
C t m m^ rm t B««fc a UrritBij tcwlrtrtr* -tlfc tfca «aa at Ardafh. aa4 «a«UfaMd 
U lb* rftecip«Ut)r of W«c KnfB>7, m hrtdtj f/Bavlu, bv« 



4l)«fl>r*'' Fir"* biiADA bolj, 
B» be bABufi uaBa «|ib, 

Va ijua&a Q*rv5cb Iati) ifAftO. 
Bo ijAifc njAc ecletjt) coqa^, 
LujIad pa peAH feAti? fftAus fi*l, 
•Do bo [lAcb bA uIac Aeb, 
)cAcb n)u|3j cufteAb C|A(i. 

Co beinjTJn T'*'33*'>*T> P^ir. 
CAij^AbAp ttjejc mjleAb tijAjr. 
tiv cjji po bo cboSAijo cAir, 
^c ceAf A cuft bfieo5AiQb bfiA||'. 

Ce\c FCAp so r]t biieo3A]T) bjijO, 
SlcbAcb bib A Deimuij ujll, 
•Doiji) ttjAc n)|leA& jf poft l^Acb, 

'b|AI>A6 AJI^ CCAC bAITJAC D»U|DIJ. 

Ce^c F^AH bA&ijAcc bo (iiijb slAif, 
91 ijeimtjb FA bipb a 5|ieAr, 
LA6|tA po bo SApb A jur, 
■1>|A tA Aftb lA^iiArjq A TjeAfr- 
Ce]c F^Afi bAfce in«Ab cad bocc, 
<Do f\\ njAC tn|leA6 pA Ti)bA]ic, 
)cb njAc BpeosAji? bA rtwn sloijn, 
<Do jioijAcc coiji) pon f]i) cpACc. 



i^ 



I Nuida was King of Ihe Dannoniaoa on their arrival in thia country, llo 
lost one ol bialuDila in the battle ol Moy Tuiie, asd on bia recover}' Irom Ibin 
accident, in Hv«n jeua aftflrwaida, an inf^oaioua artist conatructed a silver 
hand lor bim, uid beaca his cognomeD. 

■ Tbiity yean after the llrtl battle of Hoy Tulre, Breaa, tbe son of Elthlean, 
the chief of tbe Plrbolgs, implored the aid o( Leighlin, King of the Fomoriann. 
a colony from Africa, ngunnt Ihe Daiinoniaiis, and leighlin baring consented 
In usUt hiin, ■ battle wat fought at the other May Tuite, in irhicb Nuada of 
tbe silvei hand was ilaln. The Firbolg!> and Fonioriani neie, nererlheless, 



255 

TUey slew the prosperous reigning Firbolg, 
WhoBe death esalted and enriched their slayera 
And blood-red Nuada, the silver handed,' 
Found in his wounds fresh cause for fiercer anger. 

From Leighlin then, the generous, wise and worthy, 
The gallant son of Bitbleaa souglit assistaQce ; 
But fatally the bloody strnggle ended 
In the great battle of the west Moy Ture.» 
Again the wanderers returned to Erin 
During the dynasty of Milcadb'a ofTepring, 
Those voyagers who sailed from Brogan's tower. 
In Spain's meridian, warm and fruitful. 

The first of noble Brogan's race heroic, 
Who died by drowning in the isle of Krin, 
Was Donn ; he was the noble son of Mileadh, 
Far on the western coast his mansion rises' 

The first Milesian who deceased in Erin, 
Unwounded by a green spear's arrowy point. 
Was Lara, shrewd in council, stem in bearing, 
From whom Ard-Ladhrann* gained its appellation. 

The first of Mileadh "s mariners unnumbered, 
Who died at sea was Itb,' the Bon of Brogan, 
His death difTueed deep grief; he wrote that poem 
Commencing thus : — " A coast of swelling breakers." 

defeited with horrible al&Dgbter, uirl the lew who survivfil the coatrni r'*- 
cajied U> the iaUnda lUread}' mentioned. 
» Te«cb Duion in the county Kerry. 

* Ard LadhnOBt. It will be leen in the prending poem by Prnun thai 
Ijtdlira bu been in*de as one of the Ihreo men who ftceompuiied Ceuiir in 
her voyage to IreUnd ; but Columb Kille. not chooeing to introdace ancb an 
iiDiginary character In bin poem, hu reprenented him an a Hileafan, wlilrb lie 
really appeara to have been. 

• ith -a. a n.ivigalor, who, with a otew ol 150 nieo. wsi- .pnl lo fiploie 



Cejc le*o*i)B (beij) bo lui» » i)ut|» 
4>0T)cbuA)D eAcajt bpeo6A)0 b*(D, 
T^e«5A (cca) bi»e*6A beAij itj ms, 
4Q|Aqa6 Alum CBAitjAm vin F*l^' 



BeAij eAcbA|6 5A||ib ii^ac buAC bAjll, 
7^A)lUe bfiu|t)e>e Aei)A|cb *|ij, 
Buinje I05* tijAC r3*ll bA|lb. 

Do 5tncbe*p * iTjbueiFFr)^ mbuAip, 

CnuAJ A QBe|rilchi|t F* 6e|6j 

JijA Ailichpi opO|m (bit jD Ajlicpe opoiDl). 

NcApCAC rt)AC 'DomOAlU 60 IJ] 6icb, 

J cot)ii}|t)b ijA cjclj cle, 
Nocbo b|A A oeifiiow cettAjl, 
T^eAC QA CfieAb ija qo OA be, 

Jr lire col ATI) biiomA beAn> 
Ni pAbA ponj le*i) ID r5*li 
SQac &iitc bo inA|ibAti con n)U)|t, 
Jr bAitjijA bAnjF*) 5U1I *5ur beji. 

D. e. N. 2 

Ireluid prior to th« Uilealan laTUioD. Wbile returning from Ailui 
royMl pilics of the Toath Do Duuuuu in Donegal}, to his reuel. n 
In port In the north of Dlster, he wu pnraiud, and >o leTerdj « 
thai he died tnlore he arrival ol the «bip on the shore of Spain. 
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The lovely Tea, consort of the monarch,' 
Who first conferred a name on royal Tara, 
Waa the first woman from the tower of Brogan 
Who found a grave of clay in Erin's island. 

The wife of Eoliy, son of sightlesa Duach, 
And daughter of the nnforgotten Mamore, 
Was Tailte, foundress of the fair of Telton, 
Who fostered Ludhaidh, son of Scall the Speechless. 

On Brefhey's ancient plains are perpetrated 
DlsoBtrous deeds, the springs of woe and wailing ; 
And woeful, wailful is the doom that sends me 
To wander hence a pilgrim and an exile. 

A mighty chieftain is the son of Donall ; 
He darkly broodeth evil in his bosom. 
Hence desolation soon shall fall on Erin, 
And ruin on her mansions, tribes, and altars I 



I am Columba, dweller iu Drom Tcna, 
My narrative has not been over prolix. 
The son of Ere was slain upon the sea strand, 
And I am doomed to tears and lamentation ;"* 

I Berunoa tlii »oa of Etlilidh. or Milesiua. 

■ It nuj be remui-ked tliat Mingin'a version u no! ilrlctl^ liursl, tut In 
thla it is dont to the onpoai than ia mual of thoto tiuuiktiaiu lb*l be hu 
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DALLAN'S POEM ON THE SHIELD OF HUGH. 



We here preaent oar readers with the original poem of 
Dalian Forgaill, in praise of the sliicld of Hugh, the King 
of Oirgiall. It has been copied fruDi an old TelluiQ MS. in 
the Library of Trinity College, Dublin, Claaa H. 3. 18. 
part 2. It ia written in the Bearla Seine, which O'Reilly, 
in his Irish Dictionary, eiplaiua as " the dialect in which 
the laws of the ancient Iri^h, and several other valuable 
tracts are written." The poem is accompanied by a partial 
interlined, which, however, is but of little use to a 
translator. This seems to be the i>oem alluded to by Dr. 
O'Conor in the Stuwe Catalogue, of which he states that 
is gmridfather Charles O'Conor wrote in the margin of s 
MS. containing this poem, that he did not understand it, 
as already stated. The literal meaningof most of the worda 
is quite apparent, but they are Gguratively applied, and this 
Ibnns one of its principal difficulties. We had intended a 
translation of this curious poem, but on consideration found 
the task one requiring more labour and time than could be 
now aflbrded, especially as we Lave not the aid of onr own 
MS. Dictionary. We therefore must content ourselves by 
merely giving the original, eo as to preserve it as a fair speci- 
men of the Hibemo-Ccltic language of the seventh century. 



AST ir A|T»e (w ojB OitUo Fon5*lll- 

4)ub 3iUa bub A'nn) T)A)r^. 

.1. Dor) Go Uor* "•> |il3"<"*i 

©o BofA fftoi) rleS roftire- 

ttMAItbtur ft*|b bjupU 5Aiiji>e. 
bSobl) bo cjtjij Umoe (or Uinje) 3Uir«. 




Con}At)ilt be coij sjuf- 

.|. la ctiAcI) itdc be n)o cottp con)bs n]«i]Am. 

)j) c^t-t t)Ac be COD ni^r- 
Cf5(m &A btiujc ti7*c 311J01I. 

-I- HI msft*- 

Slllim <tl iT^ tit bMb*^. 
•I. cirns .t. m*n amiI 

■FotHPIJAlS Ap ObAjl A f AobAlJt. 

.1. rci«- 

B?«*c ijAd fitei)3A|» ii)i70(()iD. 

pOJ(bAI& AJIJ Fin A OtiOAfl. 



^. to CAU uo btn ifl4 (tioijB anwis ■!■ ^ •; 
.]. [q iiece coccU icd rcolcjft 
&bAc 5nAc«c cuiftp ftecf. 

.|. ijocaDDnl»ft«|. 

.t. ftiijitl Ball J. as in nij 

SuciiaII m^r I<^ '^'^^ b)iece. 

.|. AC orioc ouino. 

BflAC tJA t>ATlc«|t ic (tAjce. 



.1. bitnae n efioma ba (jtMainrAS n rc|Ai 

■fesiB FAou peBA poor- 

■t. in r^erc for a lubA cac m fbaba n o^c i>i eiunv 

Roof QbebA cot) btup. 

.1, in citotnn F»t^ ' tiabacA|i nA coortA 

C)t> C0|IC|1A CAOflA ]IJCUrp' 

Coeall. \ij nu|f cog Titnf. 



.1. eo por» 

B)5bA pttA& ID r»|Dt) i»oir«' 

,1. Bac id uai»o or A suaUinn 
JftijA uAioe or lOOAire- 
f OfilB peiD |U pep Fpor«- 
6b Aoire beti; bope. 



2W 

■r- ivcrwreriupi 
Bo b|iir 3AT«niAu 5* |;i5«. 

.1. d CIS CilllJAIJ BO Tlt31W*» 

SI c*J3 c*lm*i) 3* ciii3e. 
'Cju3 citott) njAjicfiA ttjiAh i}e}t«. 
^«)|tCM cot*P&A entrap t>ume. 

■Ro cioo 3l*r« Fop Sl^*' 
Stfib m ceo ]«c Of AlU)b. 

.|. bA Dub llAC IQ rCIAC 

tiAC tc iteijijAib 3Ain3e. 



Rec|r> oabsilU belbbA. 

43ji)i) njo it)e8f«* Tfjiuo CAibl]. 
jf bpAC cop3«beADi7 be«|toA. 
3n) CO cpebji* «]r conjbftbe- 



CAOfi cAon) t>ACA ic njAC ^ha^. 

■I. GocbaiS oju.) no riiow ti rc(»c 
ConjbA &puA3 fo A c|i|be. 
StrtCi )i7 ceo e|te ao&a. 
C) b«ti cAoin6bA tr]R)b«< 

Hi &ub 17! not) iTi Ucbct)*. 

N| beAps t)i softii) 01 copcpA. 
N) bfteACAo pinocAC {ttAo. 

N] -■' SpiAOAC SotcAo. 

Si)A|bi6 rAisir* n*i^ ebA. 

ep3ti> eU oo l)ijbc. 
T^A|bl|& coftc uA^ije aUai^. 
BuAfte iDa3A A&u|l 3l|t)De. 



Hj^^p ^^^^1 


Sid CO cAftU njous pe*. ^^^^^^H 


-I* nm Fl^eb A3 SAnntAtn DA AC lAianiib ^^^^| 
N| CA|U 3*ftrDAi> 5A nse- ^^H 

i N| UrtjAC Ba spe*"'* {or SDiro*) bTtuiue. ^^^^^^H 
H Nt DeAp5 Airtrtse 3A ^^^^^^1 


1 1 n Ric|t> Ttoir r*i bAir ^uAbAirt- ^^^^^^| 

1 LuAii) bo boir beirt) FAobAift. ^^^^^^^| 
'PaiI|5 peAbA ^^^^^^1 


CutDbAc bA]tu|t}t>e bAiipf:ebe. ^^^^^^^^H 
feb 0|&c| bO|U| ^^^^^^H 


.]. TACATic cjiomv snetne . ^^^^^^^^H 
T^ltr^e A T^eArnitA da ctieb(. ^^^^^^^^H 
Se tio beA|ibA|3 t^o b|iuti>e. ^^^^^^H 
'5l^]*v set bA cAomb An ^^^^^^^| 
CjAi] buf cnnfA]!} ^At) Du]bbe|. ^^^^^^^^^| 


Re fiQDCAt) f:e|r ^^^^^^^| 

3A|l|At) Ai) cofA. ^^^^^^1 
Ro cu||t borA ^^^^^^^H 


B|b b«rr buAf bo ttiAc ^^^^^^^M 

Bjb 3Arr SUAC po cpibi. ^^^^M 

, . .1. nr .b. lobniuio ire n<. mA|i ap OaIUa m BUAtwt ^^H 
Nl b|A FifS^A CO faIU|ij. ^^H 
.,. Bo BCAnjh Bc. rcot aor6 mt.: ouAi Bu,b oja t,iUa,ni:i,i.t ^^M 
Roc FiA "DaIUij saij bufije. ^^^1 


i.^^^H^H 
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■!■ ir escrfi I" 51*") "ISII') 00 een-iw 

.1. b* rneic (no tisk) Fei" t" riA==*rn « 
N] be&All bftojAl t>|ininT>e. 
.1. 5*"! nr 

JJjDncAp bes* 3«u bub). 

J. m TCMC .f. !u ee* liOT* 61= 5'" o*l!>l 

4)iib 5jUa &|ubl«& &Ai|ie. 

.1. ID Foap roTira mbi 

^fi] ic ufAHbe. 

.1, m c*if uo bjc in* c|iftni» 

Con)bA« CAOit) mo 5UC cu«cb. 

.|. convuit f ni CAC II) betca Toil bniue Ai 

Becbe b|tuAC bAC bu|b|. 



A POEM BY 8EANCHAN, IN THE BOOK OF 
LEACAN, FOL. 17. 



O'Reilly atates in his Irish Writers, ander the year 647, 
that " this poem of twenty-eight verses is historical, and 
gives an accoant of the battles of Fergus, son of Rossa, and 
grandson of Roderick, monarch of Ireland, &om A.U.3S4d, 
nntil A.M. 3862, according to O'Flaherty's computation. A 
copy of this poem is preserved in the Book of Leacan, fol. 
17, col. Snd. Its language and measure are strong proo& 
of its antiquity." It is preceded by the following intro- 
dnction : — • 

Kiib)iAi3e cpA njAc r|cbpl5^ ir« I"* hot r**"^ i)-betc 

bi|A6oA )ni5i oftineAOD «3ur ir« rt'> rsiJ^cbAm co0*iU 

ceA)iOA)3 AST F^Apjuf A njAC fiOff* '■S'^T coijcubAJH njAC 
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7ACcn« Ajuf iri*c T\'> n* FI1» hIaj6 onrnA. Ro fcoffAlD 

61*11)6 ^rop CAC po|t) |to (lejcij fiubnAij] .j. co|icoino&|tiK>d 
43«r copco Aulmnj A5ur copco aIaqi? Asuf ciApiiA|be 
luACftA A5ur cjAHpAibe cuince &3ur ciApit*|6e ac Ajiif 
cj*ppAibe Ajpiie Ajuf C|AppA]r)e AipcjJ Ajur coijiuAjcije 
IitlU Ajuf coDrrjAictje cpicb* n?AC oeApccA Ajuf coornAic- 
ije ciiU colA^cb «3ur conitiA|cue njApA. Jr ri*^; ri" fl^ 
feApsufA uc reAOcljAi) i>|C|c : — 

"Jiudhraighe (EoJorick), son of Sithrighe, was seven 
times ten years in tbe sovereignty of Ireland. He waa 
the grandfather of Conall Ccamacli, of Fei^us son of 
BosBa, and of Conehubhar gun of Fachtna ; and those 
were the tnio (or renowned) Ulidian heroes. Fergus 
maintained the rights of Roderick by force (of arms), and 
he settled his sons on a!l the territories which Boderick 
had gained. Those (terri(ories) were Corcomodhruadh 
(Corcomroe in co. Clare) ; Corco Aiituiin (see Ogygia, 
c, 46) ; Coroo Alann ; Ciaraidhe Luachra (Northern 
Kerry) ; Ciaraidhe Chuirche (Kerricurrihy, in co. Cork) ; 
Ciaraidhe Ae and Ciaraidhe Airtigh (in co. Roscommon) ; 
Ciaraidhe Airne (in co. Mayo) ; Conmaicne Rein (in CO. 
Leitrim) ; Conmaicne-Chriche-Mac-nEarcca ; Conoiaicne 
Cula Tolaith (EJImain in co. Mayo) ; and Conmaicne Mara 
(Connamara in co. Galway). Those (namely the ruling 
chiefs of those territories, i.e. tbo O'Connor's of Kerry, 
O'Connors of Clare, MacRanuaUs and O'Fcrralls of Leitrim 
and Longford, <S;c), were the descendants of Fergus, " ut 
Seanchandicit." See Annals of the Four Masters at A.M. 
4981. 
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S£ANCHAN*S POEM. 



Co saftti) |iA]be, 
4)A|t |n^T)i9A FOfic CO ittt^ib ceAfic, 

Po|t |ttib|iAi5e, 
Fttb|tA|5e fi| |to 5Ab be|fi|t)b, 

)a|i CAebeADA]b, 
SeAcc 9be|cb iDbl^AbAp fio bof ]c |t]A3lA5, 

pofi 5AebelA]b, 

CaC |I| tteAttA]6 CO CflUAb CAcb^^, 

Cei) Cfi]6e AroDAf , 

FiitSttf bttA ]D HIS ir re |iur iu|, 

CjA |f|Decbur, 
7^]cb CAcb ca]|tce CAcb luAC|tA lAecbA, 

6AllAbA]fl, 

SeAcbc CAcbA bf cliu id coccrou6 |r|t]a, 

J DSleAPDAfUAl!), 

CAcb flebe iD]ff CAcb bo]|iDe boAjpe, 

Coro|toroA]b| 
O clo|cb con)u]|t Ia ceofiA bftoe, 

Bfi05TDa|iAib, 
Ho f|cb CAcb ftfeiT) 1 feA|icAir fDibAiS, 

CACb A] !7A]ft I A CACb CflUAY8, 

Ctt|le f iliDbe, 

4)a cbAcb |fOfic|iA]fc bi r^ifcfii 50, 

Co |tO bA]176, 
ClufCb ftO cloffA 50f fA fUfC |10|S, 

Ko b^oA. 

K.O. FJ.C.^). 
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TRAN8LATI0N. 
Feryns fought twenty battles 

With noble fame, 
Against powerful forces until he gained justice 

For Roderick. 
Roderick had gained (the sovereignty of) Erin, 

After conflicta (or troublee). 
Seven timea ten years be was ruling, 

Over the Gael, 
Every King he subdued by hard fighting 

Without a vengeful heart. 
Fergus the grandson of the King, it was he went forward 

Who was the inheritor, 
He fought the battle of Cuirche,the heroic battle of Luachairt 

Of vast numbers (or forces), 
Beven battles in Cliu, the eighth against them. 

In Glennaman (Glanworth,) 
The battle of Sleive Mis, the long contested battle of Barren, 

Of equal forces. 
From Cloch-comuir (the stone of meeting) by the three 
mounds, 

Of walled fortresses. 
He fought the battle of Ren, in Feartnis Midaigh, 

Of warriors (or of Meelick), 
The victorioos battle of Ai, together with the hard contested 
battle 

Of Cnile-Silinne, 
The two battles of Fortroso, in Faiscri-go (or with force of 
Bpeara) 

With great slaughter, 
Battles that were famed, the exploits of Mac Roy, 



The mighty brave. 



F.E.R.G. U.S. 
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CINNFAELA'8 POEM. 



The rollowing Irish Historical Poem, taken from tbe Book 
of Ballymote, folio U, has been already printed in a small 
work entitled " A DisBOPtation on Irish Grammar," which 
we published in the year 1804. That work ia now become 
very ecarce, or rather " out of print," and wo therefora 
republish the poem to preserTc it. 

It was composed by Cinnfaela, Bumamed the Learned, 
son of Oilill, who, according to the Annals of Ulster, died 
A.D. 078, but according to Tigearuach the annalist, A.D. 
679. Cinnfaela was author of several poems, some of which 
are quoted by tho Four Masters under the years 499 and 
507. He also revised and corrected the Vriccapt, or 
Grammar of the Irish language, in the time of King 
Donald, son of Ainmircacb, who commenced his reign 
A.D, 624. This latter work was originally written by 
Fircheirtne the Poet, about the time of the Incarnation. 
This Fircheirtne was one of tho three Lawgivers who com- 
posed our code of Irish Laws at Emania, the royal palace 
of Ulster, under the snperin tendance of Conor Mao Neasa, 
King of that province. 

The poem is probably, as good an authority as can be 
advanced relative to the early portion of the History of 
Ireland ; and affords internal evidence, that the composer 
must have been in possession of the most ancient documenla 
in tbe language at bis time. 

It is descriptive of tbe travels and adventures of onr 
ancestor Milidb from the period of his departure from 
Scytbia until his arrival in Spain; and records the subse- 
qaent emigration of his descendants into Ireland. The forta 
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erected by the Milesian cliieflains on their arrival in this 
kingdom are very fully detailed, and that thoae Ratka and 
Duns were conatructed before the arrival of the Danes in 
Ireland is aufficiently eBtablished by it, aa the Danes did 
not land in this country ontil the eighth century. 

For the benefit of the Irish student we give the critical 
notes to this poem printed in the Disaertation. On the 
cover of this small work was an advertisement which re- 
minds us of the great assistance we then had to enable us to 
translate this and many other similar poems at that time, 
without whose aid it would have been almost impossible to 
translate those antiquated poems. This advertisement was 
to the following purpose : — 

" Prejjaring for the Press, a copious Dictionary of the 
Irish Language, already containing upwards of 12,000 
words collected from the most ancient Irish M8S. not used 
in any Dictionnry hitherto published. With an Appendix 
(or Historical Dictionary on the plan of Lempriere's) con- 
taining all the proper names of persons and places occnrring 
in the most popular Irish works, both in print and MS." 
We may remark that the words in the Dictionary are 
' accompanied by copious quotations from the manuscripts 
aa authorities, on the plan of Dr. Johnson's Dictionary ; 
and we may add that the whole work is "a monument 
of persevering industry," aa our friend and fellow labourer, 
John O'Donovan, once wrote of it. It is however to be r^ 
gretted that circumstances prevented its being since pub- 
lished, and it ia now deposited in the Library of the British 
Museum, where there ia aa free access to it as during the 
period in which the writer bad it iu his possession. We are 
most happy to find that other scholars have since then 
. followed our example, and we sincerely hope their labours 
1 will be more successful than our humble endeavours have 
been to promote the oauee of Irish literature. 



CIMRieiJl cc. 

Sce|l fOfiA (TA^bAic bA|)ib bUr< 

?l F45** DIP 3le b*o *r. 

Cetcm b*pC4 l|t) * ccajIaiS,' 
LobA)i c*iii iT)U|ti CO mbeib cIaiji) i 

Jl) 3*C b*pc bo CAJAf *»».* 

SI5 cibftAft FA|i)e U* pope, 
Cpi njir ele, eA8 coo3*Ilibi,* 
Lobuji poji FA))t3e i)a folc." 

' Calu|0. deporltd, or wl out, Is compunndwl nf bo, ilgn of p*M udm, ud 
lu|ft, dijuirL Tills Tttrb denotes motloD to or Iron) ■ pisce. 

■ R«Tla|ni ths un ol Msmtn, wu king of ScythU. Ha gave his lUughtcr 
Smug ia murisge la MUM, who bore him two soiis ckllttt Hoim snd itinoeA 
ronMrwuU. MOiJk was so cUMmad b; tbs Scythlsu, llisl king Raflolr, 
dtMding h« might deprive Mid of Iha wvereigtity of Scyihls, formwl ■ raaolution 
to kill Mm, which inlonniitioii hsring reacbcd the tns of MUHh, h» encoun- 
Icrwl king Befloir In sliiKle rumhiit, and wonndnl hlin severely In the thigh, 
of irhloh he died.— Boni 11/ BnllymDit. 

■ Fj>5A la not now nndoritlnoil. bat ll Is Ihui explabipd ia Cormsc's Oloas- 
ary ■■ "T'^Sa, Le. nSA. ■.«- Olluch 5A|,'' s deadly dsrt. Ft< he eiptslns "ole 
fuoriui, L«. Eww, I.e. wm," pouoti. We then find that Ihts word is com- 
pouniifil of n> pDuon. and sal, a il«'l, which in modem Irish, would be iMint* 
ja, or 5A Mt><M, poinmrd darU The vuiuion given of this line in the Bi|jy 
of this poem, preeerved in the Book of Invssinns by the O'Oerys, Is goQA 
foShA 5l« bAV slAr I SOQA FoshA is by a wound occasioned by a thtnst 1 and 
5la bAif star he explains by 5IA0 UArr. a digicull or snwe «oM«X. 

* Ceicni bAfiCA l|i) A c«A5U|5 /our barkt Oit nwoier 0/ kit homdioU. The 
TBrriun given In O'Clery'a copy la ea[C|i| I01J5A IrO A loi)S*rri /ow <*¥" "w 

" The word Aiijur ii explained in the Dictionary, a tnlditr. Ii also nignlliu 
« allmiiaU, as here stated. I also find it to signify prtimx, or toworeh, and 
ia equivulmi to a b>FT»i>'»tir«i and o'jon'JrurSc, as Ko (larsreAO a n]U|i)0ceAti 



CINTAELA SANO. 

MiLiDH departed from Scythia, 
A theme in wliich the Bards delight, 
After having slaiii Refiolr son of Nemxn 
By a deadly thrust in a violent contest. 

Four ahipB (crews) were the number of his houBehold ; 
They sailed over the ocean with all their families ; 
Fifteen married couples with an attendant 
in each barli that sailed along. 

They remained three months in the island 
jt Of Tijtrafaine of Ports ; 

Three months more, a storm; period. 
They sailed on the boiateroua sea. 

rnj* nol jrj njae ni) »o bfieic an ""lur "IMr?" *•• jwyfe loW AW (w brmg rto( 
ton btfore, or in prtttaa (if Mi»a.—B. of Bill}Taate. 

* The wurd aiA [s eqiul to Aitilj M, ■ prepoaitioa. 
' anrAli, aty rmtomcd. Thu verb is cued In the obsoletr and lynLhellc 

(urm of tbe pul lerue Indicillve mood active, whicb in modetn initlag would 
b* o'^AiiAtiAii. Ths rtiot it j>n, rmuiHt I/Km, which ti at preient 
anil apokm with id Ti aa Ita primirj or ndivsl latter. The poetfix fM Is 
equivalent tn Dan> which ii used foi riAX, <^. piaDoun, third person plural. 

' e*6 cOifSArnbi, o ilonoy period The word e«8, a prriod or 
now uiad in conrorulion. Co it frequently oaed In oat old USS. tor ;d, teiA, 
and in Iriih in equivalent to tbe EngUah u/ TbB phraw uaed In O'Cler/a copy 
ii eei) CA||iBe, vntAnui rttpile. 

* lonuii Ton FAinse rjA rote, iVy juibd (or route) on tte boitlavHM ho ,- loButi 
i* tbu third penon plural, poit tents, iniUcativs maud, from lufC, cDtieorgO 
tAuBiTOn. in ancient USS. is put lor ah, on; folc, iuulermu. Thh la ■ 
tlgurativs exprasion. Ths word Tdc literally ({(^iaa the Bowing hair ol the 
head, wlucb ma; admit ol a good cflniparlMiD with tbe flowing lop* ol the 
breaking wavee. Ths void folc aUo ligtdflea a fall over a precipice, in from 
■n.v height, aa It ii expUineil in Cormac's Glinwary. whiib may be well tepro- 
Hnled by lofty wbvh hiuking and falling Iruni the top.— O'Clery's veraiuD 
of thla line ia 45 ipiptton) cAift f*lia5« Tolc, nicmff oeer (*« b<iiMtrou$ len. 

■■'' A " J 'f s ■ 6 ^ " 
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Co IjoipeAcc fOftAiiH) I)* FIAWO;' 
ac*&5op rcocA »o it)ili6* 

Do corij*TT) ID cini n*i»- 

SegbA, rob*ipce, *5ur n>ITiS«- 
He r*IPr6' 3*" (•"lis* ut>»*TItc.* 



•I>pA|6l!ACC U IDADDCAI? fl* CAICeim 

La piilnjA)) U no n5e*l "JSApc.* 
Rl3bAcc F* oucbA|& bo feoijb; 
Sl)cc oil *5ur fane|cuiiji)«cc. 



» mw. 



fl ihr ooimdl ol riunub ol ooblM. 



F«tuk«» i> tlu mtd geMTRll)' a*ed in the ndau II8& lor PtarMk. IM 
want n*« b h*« "i^ I' *lgBif jr • noUnau (v Iwro, ud w« Uw tea ^ 

IMMWOl [H*tn. 

■ ScASjon SeocA bo inillttr Seota U givsn (in ounUg;*) to Ifilidh. lis 
wrd nr pfaruis atafesop, b now olxalete. In CCloy'a cuji)- ll U writlm *e 
VaAaP. which iBnf b* ilerfwi trnm Iba «Mn« root wtlli ■ ilmilur vnrd glvni 
b^ Mtshail O'ClCTf, chief uf Uw Four Haaten, in hii DIclionBiy ot i^wuIsib 
(rnnU, iH«- o*»W« *'>'«'' •» expUini by eoimift. a <w/r»rf. In my upjnton 
U b ui ubaolfte fotm of cAbaiii, ffine, wbicb makci a Cusidfl, ii yinx, in Iha 
lntHnt Uiua liiiUc4tiva pmiTs. tbc fom hore used. Tlie two lui linei of tbte 
>'i<rt> «» thu» wiItMo in O'Clery't cnjiy,— ac ijasan £«icji ooi) il?|l|A, jaUiv 
*n <>A|\ n^ni^ n|An, Sent* U given in marrligi to Ibe toldier, CaUmk, who 
WW pevM BUbclucd. The vord lUtiVH^i u l>w wrillen. ig not In llw Dictkn- 
•ry, t>ut i* llu wme u ivaoiife»6, ■ wnid whli-h (rwiumitly occun In ibe An- 
D«l* ol tlw Fuur HuUra, to aignity hnu drftotod i Ex. Ti«o|iQe^ 4t| cdc ropttA, 
M« taUit iMU pound forik agaimil Men, Le. tbey were ronloi or defeated. 

■ Th* two drtt 11dm in tlila itinza are given by 01:107, thiu : 5Atkr*e 
Hivnaik VdV BTMIOI nV "aiia Drasloni) foti a scuatiic. The wind nonnA ■• 
»i)daln«<l liy UlWiri. " nai'^Hr. The word rucd|q. hanud, i» now obaoleM. 

' Thii lino lllfiaily Iraonlaled, would be " with art wllhont melaotholy aot- 
luw." S*at> i* 'i" S")"'" I"!" for mtdtanic ; and the rMpeetWe iradM are 
4MlfMt*d by poilflxed word* or phitHm cipreaBivB of the peculiar depart- 
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Tbey afterwards arriTed in the land of %ypt, 
And appeared at the court of Pharaoh of heroea ; 
Scota was given to Milidh in marriage. 
In order to protect the country to the weat, 

Twelve of them went to learn 

All the learned sciences that were agreeable ; 

Segda, Sobairce, and Svirge 

In mechanics took delight. 

Magic was the study of Mantan and Caithear, 
And of Fulman of great ingenuity ; 
Royal precepts was the department of Dond, 
Genealogy and Law was the study of the rest. 

in medunks, u toi example. r<um et>A|r)i), a carpatler, or more UtmSljr 
Aier U^Hariut ; JMH clo|ce, a (Cans rmuon ; raon oeiHW CAiipac, o <Aariol 

or (ooc* moier f f aoji lojnse, a jAijniT^*! J r*ot* "JUll'llO. a miWipr^i; faojl 

» lann OSeAl njAItC, ofgrtBt ingaaiils. la U the form generally naed in 
ancient MSS. (or le, idlh, prcpo«lllon. lario '» Ihe mnie >9 lejr Ai), nJirt (it 
This line in O'Clery'a copy U written tlios, Ia rulrgao ainQEle^djc fiiUi ly 
FiJHum af gnat inyamilg. The pluue larin ISBaI QSAflC >■ apidied to Ainlr- 
gin, who waa auniamcd "/ Ute /air but. The wurd Seat aignifies /air. Thi* 
opinion a siippurled by the nest line in OtJIery'a copy, which he write* thue, 
btieitediifiar I* r»i) 1)3"™ i^lut? So^l./^ftndTB (i*. Imp) bg At offtpring 0/ 
At/air biM. Sajic ia Uie game as oU, noble or renowned. 

Id the Sflb stoma, he menlioca twelve ehleftoioa, but glTei only the namei 
find, however, in annther pH^^age of the Ijouk of BoUymote, the 
unlenco reupMling them : — Ajur po jo-^\i,mTBAO Oa maii tee D)A 

inifitoAiiA n resoA iij robAmce Ajur tn romse tni* r*mri : iwo- 
«5ur cAiteAii Ajur Tu'tjaf Fl>f brtAriwAU ; bACAti buaUiw Asur 
bMijiii rTfbpeichAis in cnrap oil" ■!■ soirboao Ajur AiflAipseio Ajur boijb ; 
bABAii ICAC buA5Ai5 ID cii|A)i Vile .[. 9)1'!^ A5ur 0150 Agur uise. And 
twelve of hit people (tndled the iila and aciencea, namely, Stgda, Sobairft, 
and Smrge, Mechanica (or science) -, Jfmlcni, Cailktar, and Fuhnan. Druldiim ; 
itheri atadied taw and Juri«|Tudence, ntmely, Guudfan, Amirgin, and 
and the other three Military TucUcs, namely, MiliAh, Oifft, and Uigt. 



^^^ Id Ihef 
^^L^ten. 1 
^^^Dtllowing 
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• ■ 

Role4iC4^9 SlH^l pw)^ CA|* r^ 
«^|l|b, 0|ce, ttise ^. 

4>olotNtft 4^f tC|Qb OeC l9bl|4U^4^99 

9|i bo coaU b4^ bl 19 cbofft ; 
a^rAb 1171 r 4^5 cib^i^ p^iue ; 
3|beA6 09 Dili b4^1T^ bfun>* 

R«icn^' r«^ i»i^ r^'>« Mri> 

4)o fteACf AC o c||i A|i cn|9^, 

BI|a6ai9 bafbfioo 1*1*9 ^ ^f^lSl^i 
jfijfilb* ifA f^iqA 9ba|i)b. 

SlofAb I1)|f A1)A|C|A DbAcb^lcbff 

i-o^«T* in^ 9501^1^") osittAffi, 

ji) beAlbuob, 19 bfieA5bu99 T9bita|9i$, 
jr 19 eAfpA19 9fettlll5 9fettAlll. 

CejCfti cAcbA beA5 if bA i:|cbeAb, 
Ro ^eAftf Ab }xt) leAco9 lofi' 
)xx) ceAiic eAfpAine, bAiii]it|b, 
*Da cof9Af9 bo f9lll3 njofi. 

1 The word fiefcn^, go^ reachy or tarive at, \b now obsolete : fteicnb x^At 
figniflet to ffOy Of pass round a place ; ji]ifb or tifiyi) U the word generally lued 
for A htad-Uind or promontory. The word fieAcr^c, which occurs in the next 
Itnef is the third person plural past tense, indicative mood active of the fore- 
going verb YteTen<>> which is in the present tense third person plnral of the 
same mood and voice. 

' livni^t *^ remove or emiffroie. This word is explained in another passage 
(if the Book of Ballymote, by the phrase cot^SAbfAC, wUil they took poeeeeeion 
'!/"(• pl*ce). 

• Ro feAnVAti Tti) loACOD Ion : ixo ^eAtifAft, fhey fought. The root of this 
verb is f eA^t, yiVe, or pourfoiih, &n, r©A|iA6 r«^|lce |io|n^, (literally) a wll- 



The victory of theae Leroee I am apoaking of, 
Whose fame extended acroas the aeas, 
Applied to study tactics and feata of arms, 
They were Milidh, Oiee, and famous Uiffe. 



At the expiration of eight years ftom thence they sailed. 

Warned by fate to be their rightful destiny ; 

At 7\prafaine they remained a month, 

In which they experienced neither woe nor aorrow. 

They doubled the headland of the Bhiphean mountains, 
They moved from the land upon the wave ; 
Adjacent to Thrace they remained a year, 
And from thence to Asia's ports they steered. 

They remained a month in prosperous Asia, 
They went from theoce to beauteous Oothiam, 
Thence to Bealdund and populous Breagdunn, 
Situated in Spain's ungovernable land. 

Fourteen battles and two score 

Were foaght on many a hill aide, , 

In the right of Spain with earneatneaa 

By great Milidh its Protector. 

comt mu pound/orth b^ort Aim (or tor Wm) i.e. he wM welcomHl. Ko paAII- 
Ati f IsocAfi roU, wel (Le. ruin) -if blond laa paured ubam, and henoc the word 
|r«An:A|i|, fain, llie w«d. thercfure. used ia ttiu pusage far figbting (> 
batllej liienlly meaiu ta put or puui forth exeiUoa, elluttt or Uotti. Tb* 
wurd uied la anothei copy ii lOOAbACAii, Lha UIctkI meaiuDg ot which [■ la 
avihe a VucA or poarfiaHi, ns ti^ njoab An loc. Oit ftiie bartt ai tprangforUn 
njdiAn) in now always used ioatead of n)«Aba£, u iqAiAiQ-rlfilbo, c moitiUam 
torrent. The meuimg ol these two vubn at hat used is to drfiat, or piata 
JKgkt. In) iBACoq lott, Ths panicle int eigniliea am, almg wilk, at about: 
loAcen U generally applied to lAe lidt tjf a hill, and tiao tDoani Ite duet; Itrji, 
aa haro used, signillea eilenittv (50 leifi, jdeuty) and the tDtite MOlenca may 
be than translated. <m nuHig a Ull lidi. 
IB 
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■De |c* njilis e4rP*|TJ0 ATprif.' 
•Do ijA cACA[b rtu fio bmr ;' 
SolAtij A *|Diti bfACA bileAf,' 
8^0 pobA jai) 6(n5#Ar mr- 

4)or VAIOIS tAlif JPA ccaJIac,* 
4)4 lAijAtnAfij beA5 AbbAc" 
Jti) 1)* cfii pi5A(b, jto n«i6eA6,* 
Uaip' t)^ t>o cA)DeAb {CAC. 

C«iJ5AbAii tTjeic iinl|6, molATiiT, 

a loij3«ib 50 Up ilUcb*,'' 
JOA conjAib'" CAcbA cpumb. 

Cojc Iaijattji^a a ceACA||t bee, 
"CusfAb leo bou ii}u|t)bc)Tt mo]ji, 
C«AErtAft Atijuf it)«|i bAiuAi&ic ; 
Ro T»:*lMc A beAfpftltj oij. 

' SltlrW i" wiltlen AiHTIo* f™ AhbJ. in O'Gery's copy ; noi* t» the dl 
tonn of r^, '>e< pronoun third person singular, but wbEQ UMd in ibe ajaihOic 
form of ths verli it answers to the first person pliusl likewise, u 50 (Minm* 
eirtintli until we reocA /rrfEnd lea ii the antn* bb aca, ii. 

* Tbe word b|1ir u here used lor dtfintcog or putting to JSght II sigoifie* 
Uurilly [D j4-«ut. The substantive it bttireAb, a breack, ex. b^iireAA C^cAnoniAi 
lAe bnadi of Afghrin. 

* The phraae BjacA would be eipregged in modom language by OA 6fii|I 01 
ea A bjuit, of trikick it. 

* Oor FAIDI3 Ciri) in» ceAJUc, n plague happeord ia hia famSy : SOf i> an 
obaolete form of Bo sign of past l«n«o : pnlins is the obsolele form of iB04i3, 
came; caiq is tho word genually used in old MSS. for a plagnt, hencocAnjlMC 
01 CAIiQleAcc, Tallagkl (near Dublin), i. o. a monnment raised ovei the dead 
who died of the plague. The word ceAlUf, a familg, (a derived from coaU, 
tarlk, i.e. the land or territory on which a tribe or family leside, bence csatldfe 
«Act)AC, the tribe name of the Mac Gaurans, which gave name to tbe barony 
of Tullughaw, id the connty of Cavao ; csAlLts buijcaAiv, the inheritance or 
descendanta of Donagh, which was the tribe name of Mac Ternans or Eernans, 
a term alii] perpetuated in the name of the baiony of TuilyhuDco or Tnllagli- 
•noboe, In the coudI; oI Cavan. 
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He got the n&ine of Spanish Milidh 

From those battles which he gained ; 

Oolamh was the genuine original name 

Of my ancestor of high esteem (or without disrespect), 

A plague broke out among his people. 

By which twelve married couples died j 

Among whom were nnmbered the Uiree kings we mentioned, 

Who were neyer disgraced (.or dispraised) in battle. 

Milldh'a sons arrived, I praise them. 

In Erin from the far-famed Spain, 

In their ships well trimmed for fighting. 

By which they fought victorious battles. 

Five married couples and fourteen 

They brought n-ith them of their chosen people ; 

Four soldiers attended each, as is universally admitted, 

When they set sail from fertile Spain. 

* BBbat, ditd. Tbi* nonl ii campouBdol o[ U, n-blch le put tor Do, sign 
ol post iQiiH. anil btst, died. Tbv first persoD aingulu, pre*«at leue, iaitlcatlp* 
fDood, of (hie \a\i, a bACAim, but now always slj^ifies lo (friwn. Ftoid (bU 
vwb is derived bicar, contrnctedly bftTi ''«''*■ Tbe word aobac, alio, algiii- 
fle* tofaU at b« <tuin in baltl«ot elHwhete, aaMbAE iQ&nAnbAi] acac cu|llinq, 
Hanannan (Mac Ui)fiU or aai dnin in ths battle of (Uagh) Cuillinn (Hay- 
collen, or the plain of the Hall; in IbF county of Galway)- B<Mk of BaUynole. 

* |ia TiA|6aA6, mr« nettiaiud. Tbia form of the verb dbdttt> "■$ '^"'■i '* 
■till uml in Munstu-. 

' The word uA|it, i« otun writlcii in old MS3. lor oiP./w or Swim* 

* d Ijerp^l'h f'o"' ■"ip""'- This would be H[ltl«n in modim Irish t,f in 
•arplk'lt "'• ^ ^V 5pa>rn = the ll ia onl; a prefix, answeriiig to u aapiraie, la 
eATVI't'O'hicb generally happens lo nouns beginning with vowdaafw *,Jmi, 
aa 4 lietPii)i),/rom or oat a/ trtUmt. 

* a loiJ5*|h 50 Ui> illA±a 1 the word Uti lignillai a Jhar or Jaet : |llAca 's 
compnnnded ot |ll| manf, and AOA, miUtarji aeapotu, Le. dtwk* or ftuora wall 
turnbbed for fighting. 

10 Coil5A)b, tnffoffed. This ti an obadito forni of the veib cotjsbaig, Md 
Aou: the clause |ijj> congAfb, wciald be expreased in modem Irish thus, &qi|«n 
coi);bai5bA|i, in u4kA dieg kM (mgagetnentH, j.e, [ought), ciii. ettdint), vic- 
Itxioui battles: the word ciiuri)D(lileially) •ignifiearmouJ, eoRictirt, Le.fxr/cA 




)*r> ri") 3*br*b tu6be«ii rS^IDe' 

Y\t) ArnAC, CO MApb be)rq|t), 

430 bet»cr«» T'lije F^injiij F*]. 




Qcfob bI)Adi}A |iAr}fAiEi e|ri)i}b 
9 T)&)li pAnBAfb bee, beAftb Icaitj, 
Jm ei)tfiqot), ir 11) ebefi, 
Jm be)cboeAbAp cfi^Aij ^eAp ceAijb. 

CoigeAft posAbfAC ITO ebep, 
Ji) Ipac beifciritAcb *t> cbipb : 
ftt), JurAbAO, IDAUbtAt) muitjlAtj, 
CA]ceAii Asiir FulnjAt) piob. 

Coi^eAp iit> epitijOD uafaI, 

5*brAb icuAifciiic AcbeAft ; 

2l)n)eip3it), fobAipce, fesbA, 

^oir^eAi) run's*. "wcU beiji. 

Ha|cIt beocljA|b,» ac eojji ija ijAi^eAb, 

CUr U \)^ji^")ot} lAp ijol ; 

BAicb *io»iui* ite heifijeAp ti>o|icbAp ; 

I* 1jAiii)iTt3iD cocAjt njoj*.' 

4>uD tobAipce, raob jAyi fCAlAb, 

1,6 robAijtcei cAeb tjcaI ceAijb; 

•Deilioir^ le p;3S*» I*!* r«ll5«. 

"Dut^e&cAin' p*! ruins® rs*ps- 

' laelxsATt Sseiga, the bay n[ Sgcine. now the KenDure river la thu countj; 
of Kerry, and to called from Sgeine, the wife o( Amergin, whu wu ilioimed 

> Sali Bfolhaid on tbe banks of the rivet Nore, in the parish of Katlitieagh, 
county of Kilkenny, and from wbiuh it appeus that the parish got ita Dame. 

* Bailh Aituaad, ot Rath Oinn, wu situated in the territory ol Cuuidwt, irbich 
compriied a large portion of the tonnly of Wicklow ; and tbi« fort or tortreM 
11 auppoKd to be Ratbdown, 

* Toclmr i!or, or the great rauieway, waa the aaoient nanic of Aikluw, in 
the county ot Wicklow. 
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They landed at Insear Seeing, 

On a Tueadaj of the EaleDds of May exactly ; 

From which 'tis true, they saw 

The adjacent headland of Feimin. 

At the expiration of a year Eir'mn was divided 
Into twelve divisions, 1 am correct, 
By Eireamon and by Eibear, 
And their ten puiesant heroea. 

Five of them who went with Eibear, 
To whom was allotted the Bouthem half; 
En, Insadan, Mantati, the brave, 
Cait/tear and Pulman the fair. 

The other five with the noble Erimon, 
To whom was allotted the northern half, 
Aimirgin, Sobaircc, Segda, 
Goisten and Suirge were their names. 

liath Beothaid on tJie Nore for them was erected 
By Erim&n after his going thither, 
Raitk Aindind by the magnanimous Eimear, 
And by Aimirgin, Tochar Mor, 

Dun Sohairce was afterwards erected 
By brave Sohairce of the while side ; 
Deilinis by Segda with cheerfulness, 
Dun Etair by Suirge the slender. 

> Dim Sobairet, now culled DuuMviirii^k, on ihe vnaat s( Antrim, tbrw miUa 
■I of the GUnl'i C»nMW«)-. 
• Dalmit, an uiclmt name, il Ia «upi>oaed, of Dalkcy lAmA, naa Kinfls- 

L 'town, Dublin. 

> Dun Kudr, olbnwiH cjltvrt Dtm CrHMAont, an indent lutnesa dd the liill 
of Uowth, oliere the Light ttouw nuw •UniliL 11ie Hill is still cUlcd Bivi 
EMr, in lh« Irish UnuUBge, which nume li received (mm A'hrr, ime nl tha 
TD*tb-De-Du>nui queens. 




4>tiu tntnbe U cAicbeAp njoit; 
FAjcb jtisbAipB pe b^AbAij iwAC3«l ; 
Duo c«irt|s' I* be«»Ai) ijoj. 



Curi)&AC ijAip, Aft flejb itjtr* 1)01*117, 
Le joirceAij ijip bo ijAlp bo; 
Stc|AC riO ApACA fte Uinj) 
S« ^ipb f A eipli^b AQb fo. 

«9ili* ri" r"i*i* rciAtu»A, 
Jrin bAfiDAio, VI be|l|itj D50, 
SAbAir eirp«|0 |leic U|cb|, 
Ito bo ce|^ cOQAibce bo. 



I Anrt-^/^i-fUrd. Doctor O'Danovu eUttt tlut thii fort *u ticoatcd 
(W the hill of Bath-tSiulril. about ball a mite 10 the Dortli WMt of the gld 
vhorvh ol Donaghmore, near the city ol Limerick. 

• DuH CairiiA- Within a mile ot [he po« town ol Droraore West, in the 
barony of Tlreragh, county of Sligo, there u ■ iarge mound bearing the name 
of Dim Caraigh, from which a parish ia called, namdy, PAftt^trbe dQ Mill) 
Ch^nAis, the exact name gircn to this fort in the poem. 

• CwaUofi Nair or SliiM Mit. SUere Hlab raountuD i> dtoate in tha 
pariah of Rathcavan, in the baiuny and county of Antrim, on which historj* 
inlonaa ui St. Patrick apent much of hia dme, in hisj'outUui dayg, iniierdlng 
awine lor his maalei Uiicho. The word CtiBAdach algnifiea lileralij a covering, 
or place of abeller, and ii equlraient to the Latin word Tectum. 

There is another maontdn of this name in the turony of Cntkaguinn;-! 
county of Kerry, midway Imtween Ihe bays of tValee and Castlemunun. Tha 
highest peak of this monntain range ia 2,79G faet abore the sea. The weetern 
eiclTemity of thia SUet'e Mia ia called Cahir Conri, and so uamed from a stone 
tortreaa on the top of the promontary. wlilch was conitructad by Conri Mac 
Daire, king of West Munstei abont the time of the Incaniatlon. A moat in- 
teieating accoont of Slieve Mis and of Cahir Conri is given in a work racoilly 
■d by my friend John Windele, Esq., but it ia greatly to be regretted 
that the book ti llmiteii to " prints circulation," We give the loUowiug brief 
eztcaci from this work ; — 
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Haih Arda Suird waa erected by Fulman, 
Dun Minde by Caitkear the Great ; 
Rath Rigbaird by the atrentious Edan ; 
Dun Camgh by the yoong Edan. 

CumhdaehNair, which I praise, on Mount Mh (waa erected] 
By GtHSlen, to whom it waa no discredit ; 
Such were their Ratkt as 1 hare stated, 
And their divieioD of Eirinn aa here related. 

Milidh aet out from cbarming Seythia 
On Thursday, I state no falsehood ; 
He took poBseBflioa of Bpain by valour, 
It was a testimony of repose to him. 



" On the ride at lUs monnUiii ia GlmnD-Fais (now Glpnulih) jo iuine<l 
from Fu, one of Ihe HUdsui heroLnea who [dl Uiere in Ibe hktUe at SUen 
Via lought against Ibe Dansne ! and ihrough tliu vale flows the aUcam callod 
fTwjfawe. mentioned by Geiting. In Ibe aanie engagement fell Scola, the 
wife of Milidh, whew grave stone is still to be seen in a glen about a mile 
■onth of Tralee, whieh ia a great natural flag 35 Iee< in length and 1 1 broad. 
CUtr Cbnri la defended oa two of ita rides by the nstoial roek, inacceeriUy 
■leqi. The eaateni ride opens on the table-land ol the mountain where a Cj^ 
«li^>«an waE wai eonttructnl, which grves to it ita title of Cakir, aignifying a 
(prEifieil |dace. file Cahir formed an irregular triangle. Ilia wall waa carried 
■long the precipiee, but the outn side having talleii down the declinly, It ii 
BOW reduced to two feet thkk. No where does the wall BKceed nine feet in 
height, and its groateel pre<ent Itreadth ta derim feet, but prabably wae not 
more than dx originally, Nn cement waa uaed in ill conatruelion. The wholo 
langth of the fort ia 360 feet- The proporlJuns of the atonea used are rather 
moderate, artraging abont 18 Inchea In length and 6 ia thiebjeM, and ba- 
lOBga to Ibe earlteat elaas of Cfdi^jeaB architeelnre. Conri, ua of Daire, wu 
cUef of the Krneani of Miuutar. otberwiae called CIomu Dtr^mA, oi Deg- 



adiaaa, oao of the three 
tills hero may l>e leen in 



tribea of that ptriod. A cariooa hi 
Keating') Ireland, p. 309, Ualiday'i edlUon.* 



A POEM BY MAC LIAG, A.D. 1015. 



Under tliifl year O'Reilly gives the following necount of 
this chief Bard: — " Mac Liag, Secretary to Bnan Borutmhe, 
uionarch of Ireland, died this year, accordiug to the Annals 
of the Four MoBters, who record his death in thcae word«, 

'S^AC t|ACC, .]. 9^U|pceAriCAC, mAC CoiK0ApC4>|C, Hfib ot- 

lAtt) e|tc«i7b At) cat) ri<7 bpcc,' 'Mac Liag.i.e. Muirkearlagli, 
eon of ConkeartBch, at that time chief doctor (profCMOP) of 
Ireland, died.' He waa author of the following works ; — 

" I. ioAbA|t oif»ir *5Ar «oD*u Aji cojcAib A3»r ^p 

£ACA|b &]|t|oi)b, ' A book of Chronology and AnnaU on the 
wars and battles of Ireland.' This book, notwithstanding 
its title, ia confined to an accouut of the battles of MuUBt«r, 
during the time of Brian Boroimhe. 

"2, A Life of Brian Boroitnhe, An extract from this 
work was given by the late General Volloncey, in the fiwt 
I'dition of his Irish Grftmmar. 

" 3. A poem of one hundred and sixty verses, (lines) be- 
ginning 4!)« itjAc ii6*5 bo c|t)D o Cl)*r, ' Twelve sons de- 
scended from Cas,' upon the descendanla of Caa, son of 
Conall Each luatk, king of Mnnster, A.D. 386. 

" 4. A poem of thirty-two verses, beginning "Dfc Hjac 
6*45 Cb|'»u*lbj6 c«i6, 'Twelve sons of chaste Ctnneido,* 
giving an account of the twelve sons of Kennedy, father of 
Brian Boroimhe. 

" 5. A poem of forty-four verses, beginning 3 Cljiot)- 
C011A6 c«|6i Btt]«t)7 'Oh Cinn-coradh, where ifl Brian?' 
npon Cinn-coradh, the palace of Brian Boroimhe. This 
poem is published at p. 196, Vol. II. of Hardiman's Irith 
Mmstrels^/. 

"This beautiful and pathetic poem was written by Mao 
Liag, after the dpnlh of Brian, in which the author lamonta 
the death of thai horo. and other illuetrioits chiefs that used 
to resort to his hospiiable mansion. 
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"6. A poem beginning ^i}|A|t CA|t)|cc cuicinj Bn\t-]t, 
' Westward came the fall of Brian.' 

" 7. A poem of twenty verses, beginning pAbA bejc 5*9 
AibijCAr ; ' Long to be without delight.' This short poem 
was written by the author when he had retired to jijijfe 
SaU (the Hebrides) after the death of Brian Boroimfae ; 
and in it he bitterly lamentg bia absence from Ceann-coradb, 
(Kencora) and his want of the pleasures he was there ac- 
ciiatomed to enjoy," 

The poem now published, we believe for the first time, 
is not mentioned by O'Bellly. There are copies of it in 
the ISook of Invasions, contained in the Books of Leacan 
and Dallymote. Tliis poem is also given in the Book of 
Bin Sean ch lis, quoted as an authority for the origin of the 
name of Cam-Conall ; and itia curious to observe that the 
four copies of it differ from each other, more or less, thus 
showing that they had been transcribed from four different 
MSS. in the fourteenth century. 

TEB ABGUHBNT FROU THB BOOKB OF LBACAN AND 
DALLVMOTB. 

"The few Firbolga wlio survived this battle (of Moy 
Tuirrc) 6ed before the Tuatb-De-Danan, and took up their 
residence in Arran, lala, Rachlin, Britain, and many other 
islands. They afterwards brought the Fomorians with them 
to the second battle of Moy Tuirre to assist them against 
the Tuath-De-Danau. They dwelt in those islands until 
the establishment of the pentarcliial government in Erin, 
when they were driven out of the isles by the Cmitni (Picta). 
They then came before Carbry the Heroic who gave them 
lands; but, however, they could not remain with him in 
consequence of the weighty taxes which ho imposed upon- 
them. Thoy then fled from him and put themselves undor 
the protection of OlioU and Meavo, from whom they ob- 
tained possessions ; and that is what has been colled tho 
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EinJg;raUon of (be sons of Umore. Aeaga», the eon of 
Utnoro, had been tbeir king (chief) in the east. From 
them have been named the territorieB which thfljr poeaeased, 
namely, Longh Cime got ite name from Cime Cethirceiuuif -. 
tha eon of Dmore ; Tawin Point in Meadridhe from Taman, 
eon of Umore ; Don Aengua in Aran from Aengue ; Can 
Gonall in Aidhne &om Oonall ; Magh Adhair from Adar ; 

MAC LIAG'S POEM. 

Fin*»*l5 l« reADcbuf *l* "' 
U*|n til b*|cberc injAps*, 

Ct-nv FOf pf>ericb * wr*, 

CooAjU CA^n) TOAC AetJSufA. 
Qeu^ur n)4C uiDOip 40*11, 
•Do n*^" F* """^ COt)All, 
)f bo cbotjAll bo )iAb nieAbb, 
9|M;e *lAti}a D) IfloBeAiib. 

lotiift A cm ebiiuebt)ecb cboui, 
Caji |0 i»"|P tJi'inciT' onwin, 

<Do r*i3i» cbAinpni »i* f«i>. 

Co rtj|&i rtjcAbotj jAeibcl. 

I It ma; not be Inspproprlale to pre hnn a brlel eketch of die lliiitar)' of 
ttip FlrbolK' 'or thobella aDdcratuuling (if Ihambjecl nl tlili pMm uul of tha 
,irguinait prefixed to It. The Firbalg are said to have Bandeil In Irelanil abont 
thlrUen ctoturtes betore the Chrittian era. One dlvbdoM of lliein awlei 
Salnga landed at a place cnUsd from lum InTW Slunfp;, or tba Bay of Slalng«k 
now the harbow of Wexford, and from thia Bay th« rivei Slaney dcl-ivea Ita 
name. AnDther diviuon of thom landed on the WEalorn cnaat, at the bay' 
colled lomu Domlinai], no* Erris In Mayo, probably In BUcktod Bay. At 
llie timo iif the arrival of Iho Flrbotg, the Fomoriaiu vara BiaitatB at tha 
cDunlfy, and bad mduoed to a state ol alivar; tlie Kemedlam who had rtr 
raalaud in Ireland j but the Firbolg, together with their kindred lace the Ne- 
■iwliani, again conqneied the Fomorlana, and became En tbeir lum maatm of 
Iidand. The five Firbalg Icadcra divided the Island amongnt tbetn into fin 
Hjiul parte, and ihe cnlnny appear* to bave been Inrmcl Inio two ^real tribaa, 
namely, the ftr-fMNnn, a name algnlfying apeirmen, who poMoued Laiaatac, 

id ar* menlloned )>>' diSeient nrlleis nndo thanameof Calnimu. The othn 



Mftgh Aaail in Muiister from Asal son of Umore; also 
Meanii eon of Umore, the Bard. So tLat they pOGsessed 
forts and islands in and around Erin nntil tliey were driven 
oat of them by Cuchulain. It was concerning the emi- 
gration of the flons of Umore, and the names of their chiefs 
and possessions, that the poet (Bard) composed the follow- 
ing poem."i 

TRANSLATION. 
Historic records thus testify. 
And it is an indubitahle fact, 
That the Cam (erected) as ordained by usage 
Is that of Conall the mild, the son of Aengua.' 
Aengus the son of Um6r from across the seaa, 
To him Conall was a son ; 
To tliis Conall Meave granted 
Delightful Aidhne for a certainty. 
They came from the land of the cruel Picts, 
Over the seas came Umdr's eone ; 
They arrived at the seat of Carbry Niafer" 
Bitnated in Meath iu the midst of the Gael. 

tribe called FiT-Domhnon (dv«p diggciu in Che earth, i.e. ftgricuJtiuiaU or mui<:re 
oi boCb) poescMed Coiiaaaght, and are mentioned by O'Ftaherly and other 
■nilere, nndei the luune of FirdomiHant »nd Dammmani. The Firbolg rnre, 
under nine luccesglve klnga, ruled ov«t Irelind fur a period of about eighty 
yean, when they were conquered hy the Tuath-De-Diinani. The most of 
tbem Bed to tbora placea above stated and aui:h as remained in Ireluiii were 
reduced to a aUte of slavery by the Danaoa for a period of about two hun- 
dred years. On the arrival o( the Milealnna From Sp^, the Plrbolgs auialed 
them Id the conqnest of the Danana, and Ihey were partly restored to their 
ancient pouewioiu by tbe UQceiuis, and were chiefly located in Leiualcr and 
Connau^t. Some of the Pirbolgs tiecame Kingi of Leiniter. and they were 
Einga of Connaught, under the Mil w^""' , tor several centnrlee. 

» flB-n-CosatU lay in the territory of AiAm, according to Keating and 
OTUhefly. which waa co-oxtenovo with the diocese o( KHiaacduagb. In the 
eouDty dI Galvay. Doctor O'Donovan is of opiiu'on that the place whne tbia 
earn stood, Is now calleil Baliycminell, in the parish ol KUbecanty. near Gort. 

• Cnirbv Ninffr, Cubry the heroic man, was King of Tua at the birth d( 
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Cod A|ccbeAbA|t fe^ttApb fiofej 
jOAfbeAcb bfie^s buA]Qe b|t!)b, [ca|d, 

B^icb cbelccbAfti (|iAc ceDbAis) p^icb coii)A||t 
CoobbA b|ieA5 bnus iDO^ elcrDAifi. 

SlepAcb cAiUceAi) cfieb cbeA|irDi)A, 

acb n^i rii5i i>t*i^^">i 

B^^ b^^b f Acb coi)A]ccbeAbu|t. 

jf Apb cot)ACAcbc CAl|tpYt|, 
CAfi DA feA|tA|b cA|t 1?A]|tti5|, 

'pOSDAfD C6AfD|tAcb Ia CAcb CUA]cb> 

4i)o cbftebf Ab e|t|DD eAcbluA^cb* 

S^bf Ab f|D ceAcbt^tt cufiu, 
5ad Dlir n>o 5^^ ^iir l"5«» 

S^bAif ceicbni itAcbA fiiri 

Jm tt|lf05DArD A fDOfl Iff. 

CeAC rDAC rDA5Acb a ti)a|5 rDA]Df 
Rof rDAC beAbAb a b|tu]rD ca]d» 
CodaU cbeAfiDAcb cftuAf fo cbu]Db, 
'peAji jDcleAfjtAib cucuIaid* 

Christ He is mentioned in the Book of Armagh, (a MS. it ia said of the 8th 
century) in the following words as spoken by a revived giant, whom St Patrick 
raised from his tomb. '* Ego sum Mace mate Cais maicc Glau qui fui subul- 
cus Rig Lugir, rig hi Rotie ; jugulavit me Flan mac maicc Con in regno Coirpre 
ftith far" *' I am the grandson of Cas, the son of Glas, who was a swineherd 
to King Lugir, a King in Rotius ; Flan, the son of Mac Con, slew me in the 
kingdom of Carbry the heroic man.** — See Antiquarian Researches, Appendix, 
p. xxxL 

1 BaUh CeUchair^ but in another copy of the poem called Raih Cmdoigh, now 
Rathkenny, a vicarage in the barony of Slane, county of Meath. 

* Ealcmar was the son of Dealbaeth, a Tuath-De-Danan King, who reigned 
ten years over Ireland. 

• Ctiirmna and Sobairoe, the grandsonft of Hcbcr, reigned jointly over Ire- 
land for forty years. 



They obtained fair lands to dwell on (euoh aa) 
Anaatach, delightful and dnrable ita fort. 
Rath CealtchttT (or Rathkenny) and splendid Rath Comar,' 
Delightful Knowth the palace of Elcmar'a wife-' 

The Aenach (fair plain} of Telton, the tribe of Cearmna,' 

Tlacbtga of the three^Finemnae,* 

The Ford of Sidi, the.highway of Bridam,* 

Were the landa which they obtained as habitations. 

It waa then that C'arbry demanded taxes 
To be paid to Tara by thoee seafaring men, 
For SQch was the law with all tribes who lived 
On the plains of Erin of swift steeds. 

They 8ppointed'(or accepted) four championa. 
Without any thing more, withont any thing leas ; 
Carbry accepted tlioae four gnaranteea 
As sureties for their great fortresses. 

Thoae were Ceat, son of Magach, of the plain of Main,° 

Ross the son of Deadad of Drum-Cain/ 

Conall Ceamach, valorous on the eeaa, 

And CucbuUaiu the hero of the feats of ansa. 



■ The tbnK /'■gnmAwu were the tluee xau of Eoh}' FdidUoch, moturch at 
Irdand, uld probabi]' thoy luul their reeidence st llachtgs. 

> Ari 3igi or Sidi was a ford on the rivn Boync. tram wWch it appem tJM 
p«ri«b of Auey, in the buonf at Deecc, count}- Utuitli, derire* ita name, 
.flrvjon, ■ lull in thv pnrijih of Geahill, IJoDg'B county, 

• Clut, ton of Magack, ■ Connaugbt clurnpion aod ■ (eiodoiu woU to the 
mm of Ulalei. He was aft«iwudB dain, ia un^c combat, by Conall CeanudL 
at Ath-Ccit, or llu Ford of Ceil. KntHty'i Irtland, nalidaj/U Edititm, p. S84. 
Ifri^ Mam ii aappoaad to be Hf Maine in Galwiv, or Kilmaln in UifD. 

' Dram Oim. This p\t,ix aeenu lo hart bten in Weat Miuuter. and proba- 
bly wa* the umc H Dun-Caoin, now Dimqne«n, a patish in the buony at 
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Ciioiiwisir c*lt»Pm ni* F**!*' 
Cir foftjio Din Fuili)5e«»4it. 

4>a locup UAb« CO r^)lb, 
Co b^ilill Apit <:o nre|bb, 

C» OUU AOD^urA |I) ATt)1A|Db> 

9cf)A&uti c|mi A|iA Io6, 
SoDAbufi cucrtu Aft cucloclji 
Ro sm AbAfi ctjeAf A cbeAcbi 
ttci)Abuft ci)|l A|i raufibec)). 

9M]A&U|t BAelAC Aft BA|1, 

RA|t)De eq&AC &u[i}b |ic CA|b, 
fl»0*»lip boAIlA All A Il|l|&, 
^OijaBuii TT}Ob Afi n}0|b I|i)&. 

Fo 5Ab ittSAf ceAijb mboifiije, 
Ro jAb CIU5 Ap |Acb oijle, 
ap UisliDbi tjocbo cbel, 
BAipijecb *5ur bApAijijbel. 

1 Am Amgut, on the gical Wand ut Aian, in the B»y o( Galway. whera 
fUll Buj be wen tbe Tom^na of (hia cyclupean forcrBSa ereclml liy Aongas, wn 
dI Umore, tbe chief of tbis Firlmlg ullw. 

* LoHgk Cime, vconlliiB to O'Eli^nrly, !• situitc in Ihc barony of Clwe, 
counly Oi3inj, Uld i> now called Lau|^ IJackctt. 

" Lo«yi Cutru, now Lough Cntre ot CooMf at Giirt, in the Counly of Oalwa;. 

4 Magh jlffloir, or the plain of Adhar, in which ntood Sih-Moffh-AiOuai; at 
the tree ot the plain of Adhar, at irttich tho O'Brien*, princei of Thomond, 
were inangtirBted. This liee grew on it monnd in the porLsh of Clooncj, 
baiony of Biniralty, county of Clure, under which probably Ailhar Iho Firbolg 
chief waa buried. 

■ SfirttA U ■ central bay in the great Iiland ot Aran. KDmnrrey tin U 
lla head at > ihon diatanee From the ^at fori uf Dun Engui. The Church 
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From Uie first time of tke settlement in the ea^t 

Of theee tribes about Tara of limpid waters (or streamB), 

Carbry Niafear 90 much increased 

The rent npon them which they conld not endure. 

They fled from him with their propertiea 
To Oilioll and to Meave ; 
They settled westward along the pleasant coasts 
As fur as Dun Aengua in Aran.' 

They settled Cime at his lake,' 
Tliey planted Cutru at Cut-Loogh,* 
Adar made his residence in the soatli,* 
They stationed Mil at Murbech.* 

They placed Daelach at Dail, 

Aenach constructed a Ihtn in his neighbourhood, 

They settled Beara at his Headland,' 

They fixed Mod at Moidlinn,' 

Irgaa took poaaeasion of Ceann Boime,' 
Cing obtained the district of Oigle ;■ 
At Laidlinnl, I do assert. 
Were Baimech and Barannbel, 

U EilmurTey (St. Dnach's) \a » fine specimen a/ Ihc most andcnt Orclopcan 
tuaonrr. In Uie Book of Leican. folio S3, Tnujh Murbagk, ot Ibe Suand of 
HurlMgh, ia explmioed by Tta^ CtaO, vhich liea to Ibe jraii of EilUUa in the 
COQDI7 of Mayo. 

* Ahm Brora or Cim Bitam, now Einvura at Galray, ■ locaUty whldi 
bu heea W wall described by our BSteemed triaod Thomu L. Cookc^ bq., 
Parunstowti, in hU excaUent note on Dnrbu Guain^ 

T ifsK/KiM. or Moylion, accordine lo O'Flaherty. lay in ths barony at EU- 
tartan, coonty ot Galway ; but in Petty'! map it la t)laciid to thD eaat of TiT- 
loagh in the barony of Clare. 

* Ctom Boimt, Bniren Head, now called Black Head, in tbs barony tt 
Burrm, cannty of C\atB. 

* /ad Oigle or On district of Oigle. fViiiKliM Oiglt wu the aadtnt atSke 
l4 Croagh Patrick, in the banmy o( Uurisk, county ot Kayo. 
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\lo 50b cboi)cbrtA]b A cbu|b cbo))t| 

Ro 50b UcbftAcb cuIays ceApbi 
Ro 5Ab cAroAO CAtQAO |t|9b. 

Lufb AfAl A cuAfb CAft cu^ob, 
Co |t|Acbc f A n)ttn}n)^]r) nK)|t5lu|i)b, 
81 caA]b i)A lA]b|i)5 bo la|b, 
9f itA|b bftuiri) i)A|bii)b f)Af A^l. 

Ho 50b coi)aU Cfijcb A^boe, 
Coi)aU CAeri) c]a bAb f Aibbft], 

9t)tt|t)ci|te u|le uti)0||t. 

Oq lo |tO cbuAlAY5 CA]|tpftf, 

Ro Ia] A5t)eAb a i)AiYtbi, 
)?ocA]|tceA|t uAb cfbbeAb be, 
"pofi A ce|c|t| bo^bibe. 

4!)o lobufi cbu|C| CO cbecby 
tt cfiAe|b YtuA|b i)a CAfftbcbocbf 
Lmb flOf A A b^ftOAfb f A|tl, 
4i)o lufb ceAc A cot)AcbcA]b. 

I Taman Rinn or Tawin point, lies to the south of the city of Galway, not 
far from Clarin*8 Bridge. 

t Dnm^AtaH or the long hill of Asal, lay in Magh-AsaU or the plain of 
Asal, in the barony of Coahma, county of Limerick. 

s Ema Mumhan. The following brief account relating to this tribe has 
been collected from Keating and 0*l?laherty. £ama Afumhanj the Emeans of 
Munster, were also called Ckmna Dea^haidk, anglicised Degadians. They were 
the posterity of Aengus Tuirmeach, who was a monarch of Ireland of the face 
of Ileremon, about 150 years before the Christian era. Fiach, son of Aengus 
Tuirmeach, had a son named OUioU Aronn, who got great possessions in Ulster, 
and O'Flabcrty states that his descendants were called Emtmu, Sen, son of 



CuncraiJ oblaiiied hU just porliou 

At sea, on tbe Mid Island. 

Lathrach obtained TuUy-teann (fortified Itill), 

Tanian took possession of Tatnan poiat.' 

Asal proceeded from the north across tlie water (Shannon) 
Till he arrived in Manster of great valUes ; 
From tbe north in his boat he passed over, 
I From him charmiog Drom-Asail derived its name.' 

Conall obtained the district of Aidbne (Aync), 
Conall the mild who was the wealthiest ; 
Snch were the settlements of tbe host 
Of the entire people of Umore. 

From the day that Carbry heard {of their flight) 

His mind was highly incensed ; 

He called upon, as a matter of course, 

His four guaranteeing chiefloins. 

They marched to him at his palace 

From Creeve fioe of the chariots ; 

BoBsa marched eastward from the Erneans (of Munater),' 

And Ceat proceeded from Connaught. 

OOioll Aronn, had a wm osmed Deag, aai he and hU bretbran, of Um race ol 
tbe Emuiu, being Hcrunonianft, were expelled /rom Ulster by tbe Iriant (tha 
pnaleritf ot Ir, •on al Uilidh), or Clanoa Kory, tbe indent poucMOTB. Dwg, 
befaig ■ edetvkted warrior, wiinl wltb hi* (oUov^s to Hunster, an<l wbb favour- 
ably recciTed by Daacb, king of that province, and ofterworda monarcb of 
Inland of the ra« of Heber. After tbe death of Dnacb, Deag became King 
ol Muniter, and hU tribe got exiensire poeteasions in that province. Tie 
Degadiana got thdr tribe name CI anna Deaghaidli from thigDeag. The Eraeani 
or Ucgadiona were a warlike race, and cbiefly formed tbe military bodj of tb* 
Ilaniu «r Fcoiaiu of Hmuter. 
IS 
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No f6AftA]b cAt ee^w }ce^v^$ 
NA]bfi|ioeAf fofu^b oo teo||iceA9^ 

lobAfi Ar CO flA^ C|t » 4 c W l b 

'CftiAlUib qiofCAb be^o 10 r«M^f 

Sft f A]Cbb| CltOACbOA COQbAC^ 

COQ ACAiC b]b t9AC mAJACbi 
CAlftb] COf AftA 19AflACb» 

Ck) 9beAtti>Ab Aevsur lo Hit 
He cbA)|tbib A cbot9Ai]ili« 

Hx) Aft cul bo |iAbAb foully 

No 19 c]Ait bo b|Ab ] c]iaAcbA|Oi 

No A C]t]A1t b]IA^1t ]f A fQAC, 
lAOfOAb b]A Cbl9^ 1 COI9]tAC. 

)n conjAiiili no cb|t)b, 
91 ceA^b |tof A bo |tAb C|i)5i 
Ck> C09A1U ceA|ti)Acb ipeAb osell. 
Bo Ia] qnj] C6]cbi|t cbe^b. 

4>o |iAb ijiSAf lUn CAcbi 

)t)AbA)5 cbe|C fl)AC t9A5ACb^ 

4>o {tAc ipAf cecb b^A cbloi^b, 
Coo^l iceAoo coDcnUio* 

)t> Cetltttll CA1I)|5 AI)Al|l, 

tobuft uAfcbtb foi) A|tni 50]l, 
Jau tDA|tbAb ID cbeAcbftoiit cboifij 
'pA bee bo rDU]9C||t uti)Ofit. 
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Restore unto me, Baiil the justice-aeekiiig Carbry 
The great emigration (or flight) of the aona of UmtSr, 
Or give them battle at close iiuartere, 
I firmly bound you to that compact. 

From thence they marched to Bath Groag^an, 
The four dread and atom champions ; 
They moved fasting, severo the restraint, 
On Croaghaa's plains in Gonnaught. 

The son of Magoch (Geat) to them granted 
A truce until the following day, 
T)iat AenguB the king might hold 
A consultation with his friends. 

Would they return to the east 

Or remain under (the government of) Croaghan in the west, 

Or that his three brothers and son 

Should decide t^ie case by combat. 

The resolution they came to was 
That Cing should meet Rossa in combat, 
That Gonall Ceamoch of many hostages 
Should be opposed by Cimi Cethir-kenn. 

That Ii^^ of many battles should go 
To oppose Geat the eon of Mngach, 
That Conall should (a loss to bis tribe) 
Meet Gucholain in the conflict. 

The four (champions) who came from the east 
Departed from them with victorious arms, 
Ilaving slain the righteous four, 
A ruin to tlie race of \Jin6t. 





1^00 CAttUDf-A CUf n* cUcbA)b, 

Coi)A& be |CA c&|ii) coijA)lU 

Ro AbQACC lU Cft|Att *)le, 

a Dbuni«cbA|b f^nbntA)^], 

Jr be ]CA CJJOCAIJ OA CPAnft, 

CiMir ipAjcb utijAjU imcbeAijb 

Co r«6fiA 10 coimbe Afi cAcb ce«r, 

|*c l|A3 tirjft] DA otsfef, 
?1 c|i|orc &0 jtoijAn) bo c«l, 
T^IAbA Fiob po FiDbAbAtt- 



7=. ). n. D. a. J. 5. 



I Raii PmaSL Tlreacluui, in hii collections cuncGniing St. Patrick, «UIH 
at the end of his first Book that, " It ends in tbe country ol the posteritj ot 
Niall (Mesth). The secand begins uid coacludas in the country of Connaaght.'' 
In this second Book we find St. Fslrick's journey through Connsugbt described. 
After ciQsalng the river Shannon from the Idngdom ot Heath, be proceeds to 
Eilphin and Croighan in the connty ol Rosconunan, from vhich be goes Into 
the county of Hayo. He travels to the terminatian of Hy Ually (barony of 
Burris-Umal or Boirisoole), wliere Adiad Fobuir, a church In which bishops 
were ordained, stood- From thia place St. Patrick proceeded to (he motuitBla 
of I%le, Le. Croagh Patrick in the barony of Murrisk, county of Mayo, and 
Immedislely after we find the toUowing passage. "And he (St Patrick) came 
to tbe regions of Corluteome to the fountain of Siai, where he baptized many 
thousands of men ; he also founded two cburchea in Toga. And be came to 
the fountain ol /tmbHiiy^ which is called Slan, bccsnse it was indicated to 
bim that tho tnagl honoured this foBntain, and made donations to it a* gifts 
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Conall was interred along with his father 
Beneath this Cairn com posed of stones. 
Every historian who mentioned it aaaortB 
That from thence it is (called) Cam-ConaiU. 

The tiiree others were interred 
In the tombs of Finnmaighe (delightful plain), 
Hence the Mound of the Klians (chiefa) ia so called, 
Above at the strongly fortified Bath UmailU 

May the Godhead from all evils free 
Mac Li[^ of the order of the Darda ; 
Christ may tby will be done, 
Unerring proofs thou host testified. 

H. I.S.T.O.R.I.C. 



to God." In the /orcgoing pusagG the plain on which Rath t'tiiail stood, u 

mentioDed in tM* vena, I* iilentified, rii. Fmibanisht (Iil«raliy the white or fair 

plun). In the nntence preceding thb pasu^ ore the laUowiog worda, — 

" M pUntsvil sccleriun incampo Umul," "andlie (St. Patrick) built a church 

in the plain o[ Unnj. It ia Tciy probablo that the eamput Uwnil, in fhSa 

itaname from tbeatrongly (ortiBed BoA UotaMvf the Irish pneni. 

It Lordahip of UtJvA according to O'Dugan. na divided iota two tcnj- 

■ called da UvAall, Le. the two Umballs, which compriaed the preaent 

nniea □( Muriiak and Buiriihoole, in Ihe county of Hayo. The name baa 

o latinized UtOAlia and Hy Malio, and renderal by Engliih writers into 

r t%» Ovia. Tbe O'Malleya title chiefs of this lerrllorj, and are Htyled Lorda 

CM Cmball (Cwall). in Ibo Aonala of the Puut Haalo-c from the twdflh to the 

pft«enth century. AiAad fbhnr ia now the pariab of Aaghagower. partly in 

IB barODj of Muiriali. but chiefly in thai of Burriabocde, county Mayo. 




^MWj. «■««• a^fi* MA MK. tai^ kK 1 



iSium. Mmimi, f M> i^Mi fe te fat« 






eosWM RUdW) mac aH waino ccc 

S beAD puAip 1^*1^1 ''T* *-V h-TtA\K, 
T^itBA^ I]onj 6, b-f A^AOf b'6]rce«cc ; 

•Do h\A\6 «b cao|1}ca6 co5ij4ti). 

pAb« 50 b-fA^iAOl &1J FAjll, 
Ulk n)*6 c-ri*lt * b-C)Ti Cbo(i*iU; 

Ltim le rioAj Boiitce b& lO-beAC, 
N} faScaoi *ij ua)S 50 b-uAISPfiAc. 

a 0-4)01(16, A ij-4)pu]n)-cl|Ab 0* 5-cfwr, 

So s^& ^Ac« Af ''>dT* cuiori 

N| pA^CAO) 111 AO frCAItC Aft FA|ll 

3ao n)0& bo ceAcc f& a cuAiftiq. 

a i)-'t>uv OA o-3*U F& mtT "JiilP, 
N6 At> fciiuf OAr^^^lS ^P^V, 

N6 Ao ftArttuAjS ir r^inje r*ii 

Nl b* p6i5e AO "*i^ &'FiS*it. 

43o c|ocfa6 Aft conjb&i6 cAO|0C, 

BeAO ft'o ^iTt"!" loltflAoioo ; 
BeAo o Utof ftiirD-TT®*^ Baijija, 

'S luSl""? o ll«T l-|AC-bT«wiKi. 

4>t> c|0CfrA6 bcAi) 0*0 ^Oa|S "Hilll, 
O EtreAf&A, o Sbtuitt, « Sb|«owioi) ; 

'S*0 be«I> O CbpUACAIt) OA 5-c«q, 
'Sao beAO o cttACAtb CeAii)|iAc. 

•Do b-jrl^dcc*o| o tnsoib 850)1, 
Bo cooc 'oAp ciiocaS Pe*bofi ; 

N| biAjb Aotj ce*c 5*0 jijp 511JI, 
t)* n)-be|c U|iti Ic piAb piotjocuio. 
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Nf h]^}6 Uffb fi|r i>A leACA^by 
CeAb ruAiHiOir 9^ f A|lii|-ceAbA|l ; 

Nf 6f A0 beAfti>A 5^9 bftdo m-bAt^y 
fl4 beA|it[>A ittti tKVfi) 5AI) i)|aiiia6. 

4)1^ ti)AC nlS bo'p n6liiiri Cbai90i 
SlcA A|i 5^6 cAOft b'UA 4)botb9uill 

T^l|t eA|ttt AH n-^jlc A 9-o|^. 

So bl^ tlo\t f fo 6r ^ S'ClooOi 

4)1^ b-1!Aicb)f <^bA|6 6i|tioi)o ; 
Hj% A0| A l|oeA6 bo 16aSa6, 
Cao| mile bo ii>6|r56AlA6. 

4)]Af bo'o C|t)6tt f|D clt|tl^ Af^lSf 
CIa99 So6a l^|tb-flA]e 0|l|Si 

Ua bo'o SbbA fo bujoe b^ob, 
Cu||ie p^tt b*AOfbA Ap jrof o1oi9« 

Ua ^AiAft Aft AC) bo ti>4iCA|ty 
9Qu|t A09 fteb* 8|f beAfibfilu^A|t ; 

Nt sot b^b 5A9 d^ill Ab 6ao|, 
91 h'fu]l t)6 A ii)6]f)0 ^^ n)eAfbAO|. 

4)'felf m 4)botb0n|ll bill) 6f f4i|in 
4)1^ b-c^|i)15 c6f bA|i b-co|tcfil^]6 ; 

Nl 5U|c cfiu|ff7e bo cii]|iri, 
U^lle OA b'Uile b*AbA]fif ]• 

riiYAc ^$A]fii)e SOac Uf NftfU, 

^4i b-|?eACCAO] A CjtAObA C]1)6]l ; 

21 cttnc^ A A]|t|tje o|le, 
Nj 5U]t A]8ble b-e6lco||ie. 



297 

Dli b-feACCAO] 5AI) AOI) ti>A|C AQOf 

^^^ T^1$ ^ 5-C09A1II cAcb^iifi ; 

) lof OSOAOf IK) 95l)1oti> 9501^1 
3^ ^lol CAOf bA C0ff90|le. 

4)^ b*ca|cb1f fo I 5-cIa|i Cft|<>i9Ca|00i 
5a9 S^m ^AOflce 96 sl^ifi 50|l, 
•Le 51^1 fi CA0|9ce Ddcorsoffi. 

'SOA CACAfb bo COftCAOl l\t)t}, 

^3 corOAii) cfifce 6i]ti99 ; 
'4>li b-ctt^ce^b ba|96 6^ fO]i>. 
4)ob' f9lo6 aile o Ullcofb. 

X.K Oft6fiA|C SIcA Ba|6e, 

ji>A|i l|A Ua^ focaf6e ; 
<Dl^ b-citfceA6 oAipoe 8l<>6 0'N6fU, 

4>o'9 CAOfb coAfb bob' co||tU|ii|. 

tK A fi|-b6l beAlAfJ AD ^b^i^fie, 
4>^ b-cit]ceA6 Cji^AC S^ojAffiQe; 
Bbeft bob' A|tb|t6|6 b'|A]t|tAf8, 

'It* w^iS rn^i"> N«|W NaoiSiaUais. 

j Id iQA^toA Ao ^balUf^ Bbmc, 

H] j^bcAOi A90 9o6 ti>A|i 6f |if c ; 

Na CA]|ip b'^ACCA^b mu^V A|l ti>ll|9. 

'Sai) f9A|6ii| o 6ACC-f u|l 6d$of9. 

LAfce bdfb A5 SAb^^l sjaU, 
8lfi fluAj ti)ttiiiAo 9a|C9|a6 ; 

C|O90ttf bo ^eAbcAO] A5 cfia 5-Ca|i)9, 
4)1^ f5A|iCA0| A9 c^tt |ie CfiobuYi)9. 
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Oo bci& 5fc(fi pAoilee 5*6 Fir>» 
N* 5*1(1 iAOiwe 311 cloipri"- 

•Dik l>-cait|6 ft 6*0 t\p cM, 

SI id i:}lUa ^i*OQ e«cc)iAOQ ; 
l& bob' h\l[e *5 At Se«QV«)l>t 

M|ort &-|:Jic 5&iiie A3 S'^l'^'^'^l^- 

Lft A t«|cb|0)l 'iJAJt lO)CC«S riWi 

No AD Ift l&irif )ie 5'^|ll|<'t> 
■Do C|acFA6 n}t)& A3 CAOtoe U) ClfU|OlTf 

L& Bii|lc, QO U L|ACl>fill|IV> 

'Da b-cjof-AtS A 6ufc)rB be 

3ti} l& bo Imse A Wftc ; 
a &£ DA TijoJ A FlAQQ eifitje, 

N) &t*l>^ bA|i fjoli roib«|9ii}e. 

Ik t iHt>oi)ie t)A|i beA^ib a l&t>nr 
4>& b-cuccAoi IcAcc tAO|c lonrO&iD, 

ttO b|A|6 b'^AQ^ol QA 5*ip swjl 
"Z!)! b-ceAttQAii} b6|& d'lj beA&H|6. 

•Di &-cu|cca6 I* |te rjol S-Cajt, 
La cfiobA lo cAoB l>-l-<>fS*irj 

Leir V) flwAlS *P b-WAcc 1 ixeA<r, 
Bua6 qa l]-eACC|tA bob' AtcfieAC. 

In Ai) Cbo^p-f^r^ *t* S""^!*©! 'J* iJ-SaI'i 
to, b-pACtAO| tru|t |ie CAcbApp, 

Ba Idp b'lt1ICtt&6 Aft F^ACAIO 

SVoJ ^DbupbAjb Bo n)U)r5^AU|6, 
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4>li b-raccAoi A leAcc U a|i Cbo|tt|t-f 1|a6 ; 
4>li b-caccAOf A Uacc U SliSfj; 
Nffi U b«6 eAcc b'fO|$fb|9* 

N)o|i beA5 bo te^^ |ie le^t Cbuio^^ 

S5A|tA6 bo Riij(|iAf6e fi]9Jh 
Ra6a6 6tibAf6e b'6||i|99« 

C|A Ai) S^ofbe^l 9A& SOflfeAb Ifb^ 

BUc rr^fiiie i9A|ciie «0fl|6s 
B^fi noffie c|aV i>*c s-cttififOAby 

C|A Ai) C|iO|6e 94C Cfi|o69«lSFe46. 

<Dib|tt, A 4>I^A I 44f coffin b-cftafnh 

^fl^ A l^Sfoo Uf Oboioottf U ; 

Se^fifi 50 b-c6f$f 4fi r6b t9A|i fOfo, 
Ip^ «M^ C6|i9e f^b' cOipof fu 

21 it\n) C|tf a6 qa coffi bo 65|J| 
I^ufccoAfi Ifb Idfi bo feAo>o6||i ; 

4>0 ft6f fl cdJA A9 c) O 6-|?ttfl, 
5o flA^A 5a6 of A 9-b«AUlf6. 

SmaAfo A9 Cftofc AcA fteb' CAOfb, 

2I0 ^fc bo 6ofl^r ^1on)AO|p ; 
^SAfb 6'f> DuAf^f b-ttflle, 

)^d5Affi itAfbfi b-^^n||te. 

Caf fi, A 4>b^ I bii6 6eAfXA At) b-cufooy 
t^Aft ^iJUac i)Af |t Cftii 5-Cot[>a|Il ; 

an ctf l^fi loi)5b|i|rf6e lufj, 
Bl^f i>A froifioe ffo |?6acui6. 
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Z^6^A}h Ufti) A ti)fc t^ttffte, 

le cA|$be bo cftdcuffte ; 
9 0aJa8 qa cufoo^ A b-clit9i 

4)o CAbAitt ltt|Q5e ^|l l6Af>b^0 ? 

Bfo6 Ai) cncc bK t)A\zfiOWT^9 

Bf 06 Al) Utti nA|b A Jof A I 
^5 caIco$a6 a b-cAob fOf9i 

3Ui>-co|tA6 l^fi s-cftAob S-couArofJ. 

** nloS^lO ri*ftl*e 4)^Ia| J, 
^^fOlS 6'i) b-ctt|99 o-|Oi9AfibA6Af6 ; 

Nac |iA|b 9t fi^ ^ f^^^5 f^^' f^l^ 
)^aJ o 4)blA AO ceA|tb |u>b 6|tacuf6. 

4>o f AO|leAii|u]fi| bo f AOfl f |b| 
^^]l CAbfiA A5 tDACA|b 9ll)]\]6 ; 

CfteAf A1) Cfl]Aft Cl^]tlA|8 f Al) nA|$, 

8I5 c|I|aII 6*t) n)-BAobA beAb-fUAiti. 

a. B^. e. a.N. 

The following CeAQS^l, or mmmm^hip, U not In Profenor O^Curry^s copy ; 
but wfll be found in one made by the Rev. Owen O'Keeffe, P.P. of Doneraile, 
•bout the year 1700, now in the Hudson collection of MSS. in the Royal Irish 
Academy ; and in all probability waa composed by 0*Koeffe himself, he being 
a poet of no mean order. 

aw ceawsau 

81 beAD AC4i 50 c|tli|6ce o cuti)A]6 pA b-|:eA|i, 
^K tDA6 li^]n) |te b-^ftuf ^bu]9 PA f fieAb ; 
Do JeAbbAOff h^f, n)0 cftWi I a b-|:u|l frujAfb 

f A b-|rcA|ic, 
5o b-fTAjcJ^ tDij^ 5AC U bo cu5At)|;A6 Uac, 
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AN ELEaT 

ON THB TIRONIAN AND TIRCONNBLLIAN PRINCBS 

BURIBD AT BOMB. 

0, Woman of the Piercing Wail, 
Who monmest o'er yon mound of clay 
With aigh and groan, 
Would Qod thou wert among the Gael I 
Thou wonldat not then from day to day 
Weep thus alone. 
Twere long before, around a grave 
In green Tirconnell, one could find 
This lonelineas ; 
Near where Beann-Boirche's banners wave 
Such grief as thine could ne'er have pined 
Companionless. 

Beside the wave, in Don^all, 
In Antrim's glens, or fair Dromor^ 
OrKillilee, 
Or where the sunny waters fall, 
At Assaroe, near Ema's shore. 
This could not be. 
On Berry's plains--in rich Drumcliefi*— 
Throughout Armagh the Great, renowned 
In olden years. 
No day could pass but Woman's grief 
Would rain upon the burial-ground 
Fresh floods of tears I 
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0, no !— from Shannon, Boyne, and 8uir, 
FVom high Dunluce'e castle walls, 
From LiBaadUI, 
Would flock alike both rich and poor, 
One wail would rise from Cruachaa's halls 
To Tara'a hill ; 
And Bome would come from Barrow-aide, 
And many a maid would leave her home 
On Leitrim's iilajoa, 
And bj ntolodioos Banna's Udc, 
Asd by the Houme and Erne, to come 
And swell thy strains 1 

0, horses' hoofs would trample down 
The Mount whereon the martyr-saint 
Was crucified, 
From glen and hill, from plain and town, 
One loud lament, one tlirilling ploiut, 
Would echo wide. 
There would not soon be found, I ween, 
One foot of ground among those bands 
For museful tliought, 
So many sliriekers of the keen, 
Would cry aloud, and clap their bands, 
All woe-distraught ! 

Two princes of the lino of Conn 
Sleep in tbcir cells of clay beside 
O'Donnell Roe : 
Three royal youths, alas I are gone, 
Who lived for Erin's weal, but died 
For Erin's woe I 
Ah ! could the men of Ireland read 
The names these noteless burial-stones 
Display to view, 



Their wounded hearta afreali would bleed, 
Their tears gaah fortb again, their groans 
Besoond anew [ 

The youtlia whoBO relics moulder hero 

Were sprung from Hugh, lugh Prince and Lord 
Of Alleach's lands ; 
Thy noble brothers, justly dear. 
Thy nephew, long to be deplored 
By Ulster's bands. 
Theirs were not souls wherein dull Time 
Could domicile Decay or house 
Decrepitude ! 
They passed from Earth ere Manhood's prime, 
Ere years had power to dim their brows 
Or chiU their blood. 

And wbo tin marvel o'er tbj giiof, 
Or who can blame thy flowing tears. 
That knows their source ? 
O'DonneUf Dniutasava'a chief. 
Cat off amid his vernal years. 
Lies here a corse 
Beside his brother Catbbar, whom i 

Tiroonnell of the Helmetfl mourns 
In deep despair — 
For valour, truth, and comely bloom. 
For all that greatens and adorns, 
A peerless pair. 

0, had these twain, and he, tbe third, 
The Lord of Moume, O'Niall's sod. 
Their mate in death — 




A prince in look, in deed, anJ word — 
Hftd these tbree heroea yielded on 
The field their breath, 
O, had they fallen on Criffao'e plain, 
There would not be a town or clan 
From shore to sea, 
But would with Bhrieka bewail the Slain, 
Or chant alond the exulting rann 
Of jubilee ! 

When high the shout of battle rose. 
On fields where Freedom's torch alill burned 
Through Erin's gloom, 
If one, if barely one of those 

Were slain, all Ulster would have mourned 
The hero's doom I 
If at Athboy, where hosta of brave 
Ulidian horeemen sank beneath 
The shock of spears, 
Young TIagh O'Neill had found a grave. 
Long must the North have wept hie death 
With heort-wning tears ! 

If on the day of Dallach-iuyre 
The Lord of Mourne had met, thus young, 
A warrior's fate, 
In vain would such oe thou desire 
To mourn, alone, the champion sprung 
From Niall the Great ! 
No marvel this— for all the Dead, 
Heaped on the field, pile over pile, 
At MuIIttch-brack, 
Were scarce an eric for hia head, 

If Death had stayed his footsteps while 
On victory's track I 
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If on the Day of Hostages 
The fruit had from the parent bough 
Been rudely torn 
In sight of Munster's bands — MaoNee'i 
Such blow the blood of Conn, I trow. 
Could ill have borne. 
If on the day of Ballach-boy 
Some arm had laid, by foul surprise, 
The chieftain low. 
Even our victorious shout of joy 
Would soon give place to rueful cries 
And groans of woe ! 



If on the day the Saxon host 
Were forced to fly — a day so great 
For Ashanee— 
The Chief had been untimely lost, 

Our conquering troops should moderate 
Tlieir mirthful glee. 
There would not lack on Lifford*s day. 
From Galway, from the glens of Boyle, 
From Limerick's towers, 
A marshalled file, a long array. 
Of mourners to bedew the soil 
With tears in showers I 

If on the day a sterner fate 
Compelled his flight from Athenree, 
His blood had flowed, 
What numbers all disconsolate 
Would come unasked, and share with thee 
Affliction's load I 
20 



I 
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If Derry'a erimson field had seen 
Hie life-blood offered ap, though 'twere 
On Victory's sluine, 
A tbonsand ories would swell the iem, 
A thousand Toiees of despair 
Would echo thine I 



0, had the fierce Dalcassian swarm 
That bloody night on Fergus' banks, 
But slain our Chief, 
When rose his camp in wild alarm — 
How would the triumph of his ranks 
Be dashed with grief I 
How would the troops of Murbach mourn 
If on the Curlew Mountains' day. 
Which England rued. 
Some Saxon hand had left them lorn, 
By shedding there, amid the fray. 
Their prince's blood. 

Red would have been our warriors' eyes 
Had Roderick found on Sligo's field 
A gory grave. 
No Northern Chief would soon arise 
So sage to guide, so strong to shield, 
So swifl to save. 
Long would Leith-Cuinn have wept if Hugh 
Had met the death he oft had dealt 
Among the foe ; 
But, had our Roderick fallen too. 
All Erin musty alas I have felt 
The deadly blow I 
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What do I say ? Ah, woe ia me ! 
Already we bewail in vain 
Their &tal faU I 
And Eriiii onee the Great and Free, 
Now vainly monma her breaklesa chain. 
And iron thrall I 
Then, daughter of O'Donnell ! dry 
Thine overflowing eyes, and turn 
Thy heart aside ! 
For Adam's race is bom to die, 
And sternly the sepulchral urn 
Mocks human pride I 

Look not, nor sigh, for earthly throne. 
Nor place thy trust in arm of clay — 
But on thy knees 
Uplift thy soul to God alone, 
For all things go their destined way 
As He decrees. 
Embrace the faithful Crucifix, 
And seek the path of pain and prayer 
Thy Saviour trod ; 
Nor let thy spirit intermix 
With earthly hope and worldly care 
Its groans to God I 

And Thou, mighty Lord ! whose ways 
Are far above our feeble minds 
To understand. 
Sustain us in these doleful days. 
And render light the chain that binds 
Our fallen land ! 
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Look down upon our dreary state, 
And through the ages that may still 
Roll Badly on, 
Watch Thou o'er hapless Erin's fate. 
And shield at least from darker ill 
The blood of Conn I' 

> The 0*Neilla and O'Donnelb, one of whoee anoeetori wm Um eelebnited 
Conn of Um Hundred Battles, monarch of Ireland in the lecond century. 
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126, 12(1, 127, ]2S,t..l66, 168. 


298, 


M.WO. 11, «. 


Moume Abbey. HO, m 




Moville, 20, ,., 81, -. , 22, 23, 2*. a.. 


May garaa, 63, ... 


126, 127. Iriab namu of, 116. 


Mayo, 10, »., 106, 167, SSS. 282, »-, 
:i»6, «.. 287. *. 293, •. 


Moy Ai, 128, a. 


Moy-AUb«, where dtualad, 163. 


M««!H.U.B. 383. 


Moycolkn. lue Hagfa Cudlu. 


Meann th< bard, 283. 


Uoy Llffcy, 310. 


M«tl..8.-,9,«.. l^*,20,»,34.a.. 


Moylena, battle af, 190. 


62, », 80, «., IM. »., 186. •., 168, 
178, 1 ■13.206, 288, 285, »., 292, a. 


Moylinn, 887, ». 


Moy-lutg:, pcin™. ol, 10, ■. 


MMva, {tiu«ni at Conoaughl), 134, 


Moyry Pa», 304. 


Moy Tuiru, haUlu ul. Z6(), 252, a.. 


Ml.*™, 128, 129, 281, 380. 387. Nd- 


254. a.. 281. 1 


Ui^h, 62, ea Nelllgh, 60. 51, 88, US. 1 Mudiul.<.„g uf lliom,/rc. -i:,. « H 



Uuck Coiuer, (12. .. 


NUrorb, 210. 


Muck [).tho, W, «. 


N1>I1 of the Mine Ko«t>Kt<, 30. n.. 


«iiciiiii>,i;a.«. 


76,B.. 140.«. Hiapo.t«rily.292,». 


Muck . Ue. (i2, ■• 


Nisiuhthmemh, hid of VUux, 32. SS. 


Huckotu, es. ■>. 


No»h. 100, 100, ■-, 101, 346. Flood. 


Muckridge. 62, *. 


244. 


Hackrost. G2. a. 


Nore river, 263, «., 278, 376, »., 277. 


itadurb, 3G, >. 


NiudB, 264, n. N«chl, 206. Of (he 


Hn»biu.-> .acred bough, IGS. 


saver hand, hin de«th. 2rt4. ■. 


Mointir Eoluia, la3. 






0. 


MuillMtlmn, t-inth^ 158, Sltf. 


0-B«QlM(ne, Finn. hi» dMib. 205. 


Hldru. *;, 47. 


O'Briens. 169, 205. 311. buugara- 


Hnii«l>ch. 140, fi. 


tion of. 156. 286, •. 


Hnircum, 3!. S3, 43. 43. Her uba- 


O'Ifmden, Gilbert, 160, 


ordlduy longings 40, 41. 


O'Csrrolli, 5. ■. 


Muircbenrttdi, 131. 


0'C«roltn,TurloQgh,ieB. 


MnifkMrtigli, 280. 


OClery, 1I.«.. 970. n.an. ■. 


Muirigen. 167. 


0'Connell«D, Thonuu, ■ Hmoat harper, 


Mullngb, > manad bo cilled. 22, n. 


hi. dBuih, 164. 


MtaUghbraek, 294. 


OX'onuors, 10, ■.. 140, n., 162, 198. 


UnnoGin. Mnn^ SOS. 


Of Clare. 263. Donn, 113, n. FrI- 


Mun««. 141.«., 310,211,212.216. 


liDi, 208. Of KfTTv, 2G3. Owen, 


aia. 279, ■.. 288, 288. 288,11., 2V9. 


124, H. Of Hv F^ilee at Offal;, 


n«ui. of, 288, ■. King of, 139, -., 


their luwator, ISO, ». R«.118.«. 


1&6, 158, 19& Teiritorlea of, 12t>, 


Royal Family of, 113. H. OfSligo, 


127. 


134. «. Turlon^ Mot. 124, •. 


Mnrbtgh, Snind of, 287. ». 


OCuinrin, Slghraigh, a K»ibe of the 


HubMh. 28G. 286. n.. 2BT. 


Uth ceoiury, quoted, 124. «. 




O'Corry, ProfesMr. 294. 


IIuriik,387,>L, 392.11. 


Oica, 272, 373. 


Mudduu, 100, 107. 


Oigle, 380. 397. 287. n. 


Hndol fautrniDcitt*, 100, 101. 207. 


OUtn-Arda-Seirobeadh. 246. * 


Uaxryt Thlre, 168. 


Oilioll. 266. 286, 387. 


IbukoTj. 68, •. 


OilioU Aronn, 3H8, ■. nnn. 144. 




144.-.., 145. Mort, 128, 129. 1S8.B. 


N. 


RuvilrsiJencBof, la4. ». 


Stu, loe. 109. IIP, 111, 166. An- 


Oirb««iui. 14.% ■ 


tiquity of the name, 107. Derivm- 




tion of the term. 1G7. 


moad. 32. 33, !<4, 93. 


Naise, 106, n. Ort« of the Uir« Mtia 


Oirgioll. 1. «.. 4. a.. «, 7, 12, 18, 18, n.. 


of UinugK 143, ■. 


14, 15. 26. ■.. 113. >>.. 163, 368. 


Navu, 134, *. 


Drriration of the term, 6, n. 


Ndl, 269, m. 


Oisin. 50. n., 131. 145. o.. 160, 187. 


Sdmt, 1»7. 361. ti. His lhi« Mo*. 


UU, 193, 194, 198, 19y.i0fi.2OG. 


250, «. 


207. 210, ail, ai9, 213, ai6, 216, 




B17, 319. 220. 221, 223, 884, 223. 


142,... 


326, 2J0, n. 


Nemu, 268, 368. it. 269, 


0'K<lly> coonlry. 10, n. 


Nemud, 246. %^'here buried. 346, ■. 


OT>aly. Jolin. 76, «. Hi. collecdon of 




Irish Mast. IBS. 


New Gringc 80, ft 


0'Donn.ll, 124, »., 133. Chief 01- 


New milk, lis qualilio, 40. N. 


I»TO of, 394. Mann., hii daughter. 


Newry, 63, * Irish name ef, 165. 


188 Of Omiegal, 31, a. Military 


Hver. 4, n. 


enaigni of, 23. n. Oonall Oge, 126 a. 




BoJeric, 294. 


22 
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O^Donovan, Dr., 88, m., 89, m., 62, n., 
76, n., 124, fi., 222, 246, i^ 267, 
278,11. 

O'Duibbne, Dermod, 210. Slain by a 
boar, 62, n. 

O'Ferralls of Longford, 268. 

Offaley, 206. 

O^Flaberty, 4, n., 10, »., 82, n., 106, i»., 
108, n., 112, n., 198, 194, 195, 196. 

O'Floinn, Eochy, 156. 

Ogbam iniicriptiona, 62, «., 149, »., 
221, n. 

Oghtmamma, 120, n. 

O'Heyne, or Hinea, famlliia of, 87, «. 

0*IIiggin, NiaU, son of Ilugli, pinte- 
ed, 76, n. 

OUarba, 221, n. 

Olderfleet, 221, ». 

Old Leigblin, 158. 

Old Ross, 167. 

OUavs, 104, 105. 

Ollav Fola, 188, 188, n., 139. 

Olioll, 281. 

Ollmhor, arch -sage of Desmond, 82, 
88. 

Olmucadba, Aengus, 166. 

0*Maelconrv, book of, where deposited, 
215. 

0*MaUeys, 10, n., 292, n. 

O'MoUoy quoted, 217. 

0*NeUl, 133, 205. Arthur, the harper, 
162, 168. Charles, his large collec- 
tion of Irish MSS., 128. n., 131. 
Of Tyrone, 21, ». 

Onithkeme, 54, 55, 56, 57, 74, 75, 
104, 105. 

Oriel, legend of, 5, n, 

O'KeUly, 258, 262. Of Cavan, from 
whom descended, 10, n., 1 18, n. 

O'Kourkes, 133, 148, 149. Bnan, 183. 
Brefney, 25, n. Hugh, elegy on 
the death of, 1^3, 134, 135. Hugh 
Boy, his death, 133. Family of, 
141, H. KingH of Brefney, 10, n 
Fergal, 10, n. C'ouiit Owen, 11, n 
Count John, 1 1, n. Hugh Qallda, 
his death, 133. 

Ormond, barony of, 158. 

Oscur, 144, 145, 145, »., 178, 198, 
205, 210, 212, 213, 224, 225, 226. 

Osiris, (»0, n, 

Ossian, l.J'J. 171, 187, 188, 189, 191, 
193, 1!»7, 201, 202, 203, 204, 225. 

Otters, 80. 81, 83, 84. 

Otwav, Ciesar, 27, n., 84, n. 

Owen, 36, 37. 



P. 



Pagan priesthood, 62, »., 166. Hytha, 
244. 

Par-Honstown, 120, n., 287, n. 

Partholan, 245. 

Petrie, Dr., 76, »., 160. 

Pharaoh, 270, 270, »., 271. 

Phoenician dialect of the Iriah, 197. 

Phrygian bonnets, 208. 

PhysicUns, 216. 

Picts, 176, 177, 220, 252, «. Con- 
version of, 22, n. 

P^ various Irish names for, 62, ». 

riffi md pkS^ng^ 68, 69. 

psg iiiMd, ex, «. 

Poetry, its reward, 100, 107. 
Poison, 16, 17. 
Poland, 11, n. 
Porcine legends, 62, n, 
Poul Doracha, 62, n. 
Prince of the Bards, 228. 
Problems, 92, 98. 



Q. 

Queen's County, 25, fi., 139, n. 
Queenstown, 246, n. 



R. 



Races, where held. 219. 

Hachlin, 281. iMland of, 250, n, 

Raghollach, 36, n. 

Kaths, 62, »., 149, n., 167, 267, 278, 

279. 
Raith Aindind, 270, 276, »., 277. 
Rath Arda Suird, 278, 278, «,, 279. 
Kathbeagh, 276, n. 
Rath Beothaidh, 276, 276, n., 277. 
Rathcavan, 278, n. 
Rath Cealtchar, 284, 284, n., 285. 
Rath Comar, 284, 284, n., 285. 
Rath Croaghan, 290, 291. 
Rathfean, 1G6. 

Rath Kenny, 284, 284, n., 285. 
Rath Ohin, 276, n. 
Rath Rigbaird, 278, 279. 
Rath tSiuird, where situated, 278, n. 
Rath Umaill, 292, 292, »., 293. 
RatM and mice, recipe for rhyming to 

death, 76, n. 
Reang-gear-fiaclach, 80, 81. 
Refloir, 268, 208, ti., 209. 



323 ^^^^1 


Bed Bruieti kuighU, 2^1. 


Soot rm wiEchctall. quoted, 76. H. 


K«a, batUe o[, 364, 260. 


Soota. her muriage, 270, 270; K. 8T1. 


BcoDV tbe harper. 16% 


Ua Atnlb. 27!>. «. 


Beevu, Bev. Dr., Vlu ColnmbB, 


Scotch Gidie [HHdu. £2«. 


qooted, 23, ■. 


Scoti. 176, 22& 


micidl.rina.fi.duj<, 80, 81. 


Scoda. an ancinit Tume for Irdind 




and Scotlan.!. 174. Identit* of ibaii 


Binn BMra, 287, n. 


lango.g^l74. 




Scots ol Albany. 19G, 22a 


Bonds, their antlquitv, 169. 
BMd of th« Dinhsi, Stf, n., 130, a. 


Scotland, 3. a.. 23. a., 62. a.. 106, 107, 


110. in. 130, 131. 138, <•., 148. 


Boden, Eu-I of, 31fi 


IG4. 169. Cdlii; name of, llOy a. 


Roderick. moDinh of Irduid, 81, a., 


WMtemitltaof. 189. 


262, 263. 


Srottirfi Ui({hlander«, proof ol Uicb 


B« put 22, ». 


Iruhoripn. 17.1. 


Boich, FergM «on of. 131. 


Scairy, Jama, hii pmnattn dwth, 


Eoty, d«oghter of. 167. 


19. ». 




Scythia. 342. 266, 368. 868. ». XO. 


134, ■., 1*0, « . 147, It., 308, 202, n. 


Scythian Greekj, their arrivd In Ire- 


BMgadhMh. Boi^ne, 240. 


land. 245. 


Eoxs 20. «., 284, »8S. T«Tr ol, 13, «, 


S«hri^t coll«tlon of IrW. MS&, 820. 


19, •., 163. 


8cagb.es, 147,-. 


Boeu. 32, <L.. 862, 288. 389. 2»I, 


Seagh«^ waters of. 146.147. 


FaUge,l38,I39, 139,-. Rof, 13B. 


SeanaKh, «* of OUllii. 82. 23, 126, 


139. Rnidh. 13B, <t. 


127. Bis death, S*. a. 


BofU PrecepU, 198. 


Seanchan, 33. a., 33,33, «., 84. 85, 86, 


Rnyne, S28. 


87, 38. 39. 40, 41, 42, 43, SO, Gl, 68. 


Round Tnwtn, 221, ■. 


63, S4, B6, 6G, B7, 60, 61, 64, 65. 


BuwUn of Ulhri, SS, 88, 24. ». 


70. 71. 72. 78, 74, 76, 78, 79, 82. 83, 


Buuthan, derivBtioD o( the name, 


84, 86, 86, 87. 90. 91, 96, 97, 100, 


24,11. 


101, 108, 103, 104, 106, 106. 107, 


Buaighri ind Duibhar-gilla, trigedf 


108. 109, 110 111, 112,118, 114, 


of. 6, n. Hu death, 6. n. 


115, llfl. 117, 118, 119, 124, 185, 


EumU,11. -. 


136, 127, 128, «., 181, 863. HU 




food deetreyed by mic*, 76, n. In- 




aagnration of, 82, 33. 




8«Dg, a68,». 




Segda. 270, 271. 871. », !76, 277. 


Sabi., 114, US. 


Sougan-L'an-Beoil, 42, 43, 


Saiga, muxing of lh« term, 149, .u 




S.iBir,22,23. 28,».,126,ia7. 


Shannon rlrer. SS3, 246, ■>., 288, 8«9. 


Siiau of Erin, 20, SI. 


292.-. 




Shandon. 62. «. 


Salroon-s Leip, 253. Tlie ipocklcd. 


Sgeal PiachDia. the Itgoid M called, 


19.-. 


62,-. 


SalUir Bi Muck. G2, ■. 


Setint, bay of, 276, ■. OrigiB »1 ih. 


Samhun-sevc. 62, il F«tiT*l of, I4S. 


nan>^ i76, a. 


149. 


Sidi. font of. 384, 885. 






Subh, • king of CcBiniUiBlit. US, «, 


Skwtek Cro, 68, », 60, -. 


S»>,iD..nin|<>tlb.M».149,i^ 


Sin>«M.aiS. 




Slal. (ooBtthi < Sftt, •. 


fact. 80, 81, 88, 87. )«. 8& 


SftkrigUtO. 


SaioflUod. 18. 19. Ba.4af.a,a8. 


tSS:&\ M 


Seal B«lbta, lAT. IM. UT. 


Scariff. s;, -. 


SSrnZix. ^^H 



Slaney river, 7U, n., 282, n, 

SlUbh Alpa. 110, B. 

SLeve Bugh. 246, n. Butha, 246, n. 
Bloom, 26, n. Canu, ISO, >. Cu- 
tilgiie,aia. GuUicMi,2I2,221. MU, 
144. n., 2m, 2tu, STB, S7S, «., 279, 
379. K. Muck, 62, n. 

8Ugo, 9, ■>., 10,n., 21, ».. 124. n.. 103, 
14T,n., 164.166.261,2S^,ii.,2T8,<>. 

Smitb's wiic, »»ie of «, 98, 98, o^ U9. 

Sobwire, aTO, 271, 271, «.. 276, 277. 

8|u<D, leu, 26S. 

Bi- Becui, 58. «. Brenainn, £4, n. 
2S, •>. BnmdHD, Un 1.1rtl>, S4, n 
fiilgid, IBS, ICO. Caillen, 2S, ■., 
12t!, 127. Ciimin, 37. B. CurHn, 
124, <!.. CiBTjUi uf Sai^iir, 23. n. 
Coliniiii, 120. ■. Culumba, 22, a~, 
23. n. ISO, 220. ColumlwillB, U, •>., 
2S0. Dalua of CiU Dalnm, 26, ■. 
Donatiu, 176. Uuoch'* Cburch, 
287, «. Fechiii of Tom, 72, h. Fin- 
li^n of Cluiin iraird, 24, ». Fin- 
DiiD, 21, n. iRrUtb, 5i;.n Kevin, 
16». Kiaan, 80, 61, 84, 85. 168, 
169, 220. iUe Duacli, 120, i>. jio- 
chu, hii foBttng, 39, a, MoIuk, 
20,1k, 22, n. MuDD, 72,0. No- 
un, 72. fl. PatriiJi, 5. n., 72, 72, »., 
166, 170, 187. 191, 244, 278. n.. 
292, » Peter's Hill, 291. Prosper 
quoted, 176. SuDoiim, IS, t>., 24, n. 
Stcpben, 72, n. 

Srubcbaille, «m of Sreabehaille, bard 

of Suon, 82. aa. 

SWry-tBllmg, 104, 106, 178. 

Story of the iiiheit, 120, n. 

fitrabaiu, 147, h. 

Soldb Cboloim CiUe, 21, n. 

Bnir river, 62, n., 2fi2, m. Nore, and 

Barron, 152. 
Suirge, 270, 271, 271, «., 276, 277. 



TalllB, foondreM of tbe fair of Tdton, 

2i-.fi. 257. 
TalUuian, 134, 134, «., 188, 167. 
T«In Bo Cunilgne, 103, 102. it, 108, 

104, 105, I0([, 107, 124, 125. 1S8,»., 

lai, 140.n., 149, », 221. 
Taman, 282, 288, 288. n„ 289. 



lira. 4. »., 72. n., 76, i>, 134. 13S, 
205, 20(1 215. 230. 232, 258, HST, 
284, 285, 286, 287. Cuiiwd hj 
Ritudhan, 24, h 

Tawtu PiHJil, 282. 

Tea, 266. 257. 

Teach Huina, 256, n. 

Tiffin, ]0,«, 14!, n, 

'i'eigo, ralLer-lD'taw of Fionn, SOG. 

Toallacli, its meaning. 274, n. 

Teltown. 3, H . 266 267, 284, 286. 

T^mor'a five epaciuiiH roada, 152. 

TlgcmAcli, 11, n., 145, ■., 176, 177, 
207, 26fl. 

llTiiiian, a rntuival iDstmmetit, 98,99, 
162. Family of tl]e uame, 163. 

Tipperar^-, 24, n., 120, n., 158, 246, n. 

'll]<rufaine. tlie IVIrobitni of the Welsb 
Triad), vbidi ia considered b; >ome 
wriura to be Ibe place where Con- 
Blantinople now atendi, bat by 
DtbiTi the ulond of Ceylon, 272, S7S. 

Ilrcoiinell, 294. 

llrerBBfa, baropy of, 278, n. 

■nrerrill, 10, »., 133, 851. 

Tirloiigh, 287, ». 

Thaniuc, a name for Adonii, 62, n. 

Tbclia, meaniiig of the term, 62, n. 

'I'LumoDd, y4, 95, 211, 212 PrinCM 
of, Ibeir inaiigurillon, 286, n King* 
of, 155. l^rufesaor of Poetry of, 82, 

TtaiirleB, 39, ■,, 120, ■>. 

Tlirace, 272, 273. 

TIaehtda, 134, 135, 136, «., 284. 28B, 

286, ». 
Tobar Mbic-Daacb, 120, n. 
TochaT Mot, 276, 276, b., 277. 
Tudd. Eei-. Dr., 76, n. 
Toga, founding of Cbiirches at. 292. H. 
Tolgne, tbe dniidic pricat, 153. 



Traleo, 144, b.. 278, «.. 279, • 

Tragh Ceall, 288, it. 

Tratbal, 203. 

TravaUy, 253, n. 

Treun, 234. 

TtBun 



« 



r, 203. 
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Taathal Teachtmar, 138, 188, n., 189. 
Tuath Dedanan, 57, n., 167, 109, 186, 

229, 282, 245, 250, 255, n., 277, n., 

281. 
Tubalcain, 98, 99. 
Tua Sigir, 146, 147, 147, n, 
TuUa, 76, n, 
Tultulne. 246, n, 
Tullagbagh, barony of, 10, n. 
ToUagLaw, 148, n. 

TuUaghonoho, barony of, 10, ft., 274,fi. 
Tullyhunco, barony of, 274, n. 
l^iUyteaim, 288, 289. 
Tumulus, 80, ft. 
Tyrawley, 84, f». 
Tyrone, 4, n., 5, f» , 21, n., 294. 



U. 



Ugoine Mor, 240, 242. 

Ul-Keamey river, 62, ft. 

in&dh (Ulater), 124, 125, 184, ft. 

Ulldia, prince of, 5, ft., 141, fi. Kings 
of, their inauguration, 155. 

Ulidian heroes, 268. 

Ubter, 10, ft., 140, ft., 170, 176, 196, 
212, 216, 221, 255, ft., 2ti&, 286, ft., 
288, ft. Bard of, 82, 83. Conten- 
tion for the sovereignty' of, 32, 83. 
I>ethronement of the king of, 4, ft. 
Red Branch knights of, 142, ft. 

Umoir, 86, ft., 168, 283, 288, 289, 290, 
291. Emigration of the sons of, 282. 

Usnach, sons of, 112, fi., 168, 225. 
Where situated, 185, ft. 



V. 

Vallancey, 280. 

Vellum MSS , 221, 222, 258. 

Violins, 168, 

Vishnu, worship of, 62, ft. 

W. 

Wales, 12, 18, 62, ft., 155. 
Walls (of Cookiamuck), 62, it. 
War chariots, 142, ft. 
Ward, the hill of, 135, ft. 
Water blackbirds, 54, 54, ft., 55. 
Waterfurd, 62, ft., 72, ft., 252, it. 
West Brefney, 258, ft. 
Westmeath, 185, ft., 188, ft., 141, it., 

152, 158, 228. 
West Munster, king of, 278, ft., 285, ft. 
Wexford, 167, 218, 246, it. Ancient 

name of, 147, n. 
Whales, 96, 97. 

White boar legends, 48, 49, 165. 
Wicklow, 62, ft., 276, it. 
Wfld dogs, 106, ft. 
Williams, (of Dungarvan), 62, ft. 
Windelc, John, 144, ft., 149, ft., 219, 

278, fi. Dr Thomas, on pigwor- 

ship in China, 62, ft. 
Women, 106, 107. 
Wren bushes, 62, it. 

Y. 

TeUow Ford, 294. 

Tew, 158. 

Toung, Dr., 190, 192. 



SLM 



Slaney ri\er. Ti^ ti.. 282. n. 

IlliHtiii. -.*i. N. r«rn«*. VJ*\ m. Cii- 
ail^iMM'J. (^iiUit.u. 2r.M>24. Mis 

144, M.. •j<:4. -Ji;:.. 'jTn !•;.% «., 2:t». 

2T'.K fi. Murk. (i2. N. 

SliK<>. •'. '«-. 1<<. " . -I. N-. 1>4. n.. l:U, 
147, »., ir.». 1<M. I'.M. L».M*, M.. U7S.M. 

Smith's i^ifr. Miiij; uf a, it^, '.*>. n.. *.M). 

is»l»niriv. UTiK 271, 271. n . 27(;. 277. 

S|i:tiii. l.'id. 2(iti. 

bt. iMt'.tii, .'i^. N. rn'n.ninn, 24. m. 
2*1. n. nii'n<i.in. iiiii liinh. 24, n 
Itripil. I.V.I. ICO. CailUn. 2.*;. n.. 
12(i. 127. (\iinun. «t7. n. i.'i.iritii. 
121. M.. Ci.tr.in iif Siiij^hir. 2:t. n. 
('••liiiini. 12(>. H. roluniU.1. 22. h.. 
\1A,H. l.'.o. L'LMi. ^'rlumUilli', Il.M.. 
2:i(K haiua i>f i ill lialna. 2,'i. n. 
Pitn.-ifiiii. 17.-». OtiailiV diurch, 
2>»7. u. l\«-liii» of I'ara. 72. n. V'xn- 
ntu nf i liLMii Ir.nnl. 24. ». Fiii- 
niau. 21, u, l.irl.nli. .'»(•. h Kvxin. ; 
lc»',». KiiT.in. Mt. ^l. ^1. ,s,"i. l."s, ' 
l.V.». 220. yi.i^- l>u.u-l.. llu. K. Mo- 
(liiia, his f;:stiii^, :il*. u MnlaiM. 
2(t. n.. 22. h. Miinit. 72. n. Nos- 
Mil. 72. <i. ratri«k. ."i. h.. 72. 72. «., 
1,V». 170. 1^7. im. 214, 27s. w.. 
2t>2. n IViirV Hill. 2l»4. rros|H»r 
(|iiti|«nt, 17.'>. .SMitainn. 12, n.. 24. m. 
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1. ThM this Sodny shall be ciOfii the New York Branch of the OaaUBic 

8. That ilB objfcl shall be the BuitBiiinirut of tlM Parent Society, establuhed 
In Dnblln, Ireland, for the pnrpon ol publiabtng Gaelic manasciipts relating 
to the Fenian ;ierlad of Irieh hUtorf, tad other historical docnmentB with 
literal translatluns ind noun. 

3. That the management vl this Societ}* aholl be vexted in a Preiiideiit, 
Vice-President. Treasurer and Seetelat}-. 

i. That it shall b« the duty of ihe Presiiient to preside si all roemiiigs of 
thb Society, and to perform anch other duties as belong to his office, tie m»y, 
■hanld he desire to vacate the chair for a part of a msetinfi: and call the Vite- 
Presldenl, or in caw of his absence, any other member of tbe Society (o Pre- 
side. He shall appoint enmmittees ^ould any be foand necessary, and he 
ihall call special uicetinga by notifying the Secretary to do so at the written 
nquest of five members. 

C. I'hat it shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and hold all monies 
anbspribeii or nilleeted by this Society and disburse said monies only on drafts 
aigned by the President, Vice-President and Secretary, and shall render to 
the Society when required an account of bis recdpts and diihorsemmts. 

& That it shall be the daty of the Secretary to keep a correct record of the 
proceedings of each meeting and a roll of the names and residences of the 
members of the Society, so as l« enable him to correspond with each or all of 
the members should such It any lime became necissary. 

7. That the severjil officers ol this Sodety shall be elected annually at a 
general meeting to be hdd on evtiry tventy-tbird day of December, notice of 
anch meeting being given by public advertisement. 

8. Members of this Society living at >n inconvenient distance from New 
Tork, can vote by proxy at It* declioni. 

9. That Membership shall be constituted by the annual subscription of one 
dollar and twroty-itve cents, whereof tbe first payment shall be made by each 
member on hi> admiaslDn. 

10. That thp funds thus received by Ihi* Soriety nball l>c forwarded by ita 
Treasurer to the Parent Society in Irdaod, provided the aggregate amount 
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II. That candidates for membership of tMa Society may be proposed by any 
at ita member^ at any of Its slated meellngB, when, if duly seconded, the 
sense of the meeting shall be taken by the F^nddcnt in the usual manner, a* 
to tbe reception or rejection of such candidate or candidates. 

13. That no newly elected member Shall hare a right tu vote, if chal- 
lenged, until the next meeting after his election. 

13. That in order to provide for the cost ul freight. Custom House duch 
and other eipeusea incidental to the importation of the publications of tbe 
Parent Society, each member shall pay the sum of twenty-five cents annually, 
fat addition to his regular subscription, 

U. That tbe rccaipts and dlsbureements of this Society shall be audited 
annually by two Auditors elected by a majority of its members, and the 
Auditors' report be publbhed and distributed among the members of the 

III. Krery menibei shall be enlitlsil to one copy of thfl yearly pnblica^ons 
of the Soclo'ty, 

IS. that seven oiembers of this Sadaty be a quorum to Itansact the bail- 
neas of tbe Society at its regular meetings. 



17. Thai in the iliMDce of the [Vesidml snd Vice- Prni dint the aiFmbor' 
preKDt shaJI be nl libntj ID appinnt a cbnirinui pK rem., who will nol thare- 
bj IvK hia ri^ht to vote. 

18. That all malters relating to religious and political ilideteni-es bo atricll)' 
exdaded (ram the meetings of the Society. 

\% Tbsl Ifae staled meetinga of this ijociety shall be held aenii-monthly on 
- Friday, until olberviae directed. 

20. That all motions and resolutions shall be reduced to writing b,r Ibe 
movent al the requeat of the President or a member. 

21. Tliat no member ahsll apeak more than tnioe to the exclusion of an/ 
other member, nor apeak for more than ten minulcs, without tlio cnnaent of 
the major! [y of the members piesent. 

21i. That a motion to adjonrn ahall be always in order, except while a role 
b being taken, and be deciiled without debate. 

23. Nu change shall be made in these Bnles, except at a general meeting ol 
this Society. The proposer and seconder of any motion for such change shall 
lodge a notice ot their intention, in writing, with the Secretary, twenty clear 
dayi before the day ot general meeting. 

'ii. The Roles and Et^^ations may be luipaidid, and lor a specified object, 
with the consent of two-thirds of the members present 
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Jersey City, New Jfnwv. 
Catridl, T., &q., 74. Wan^-sl., N. Y. 
Caranagh, Michael, Esq., l%itnix 0/- 

fitc, 6, Centre-atrNt, N. Y. 
Clancy, Jaa., E»q., 20, Ceatre-st, N V. 
Condnn, Pierce, Esq., N. T. 
Condon, P. J., Esq.,MorriBoniuiB,N.Y. 
Corcoran, Miehwl, Eeq.. CoL Gilth 
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Cougfalan, Hkhael, Esq., 191. Uuane- 
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Daly, John, Em., IlndaDn, Colnnibia 

Co.. N, Y. 
Daly, James, Esq., 66, Heehanic-st., 

Worcester, Mass. 
Doheny, Miss Ellen, ISth-et., Gnwanus, 

tlroflklj-n, H. Y. 
Doheny, Michael, £«]., Barrister, 

0, Centro-»t , N, Y. 
Drew, tilcholaa, Esq., M. D., 50C, 

Pearl- street, N. Y, 
DulTy, John, Esq., Corner of Coolear 

and Monroe Slreeta, N. Y. 
Duggan, Fredorkk, Ew)., BO, Weal 

17th Street, N.Y. 
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